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"The Characteristic of the Theory of Yiof Lai,
Zhi-de—Theory of Corresponding Relationship and
Flowing Activiiles

Yang, Tzu-ping ™

Abstract

The main purpose of this paper is to probe the characieristic of
the Theery of ¥i of Lai, Zhi-de . This paper beging with the lai’s
phenomenology, and then each particular research of Lat’s Theory of
Yiis integrated, combined with his claim of the theory of description .
From the frame of his thoughts, the essential concept of his Theory of
Y1, Theory of comesponding relationship and flowing activities |, (s

sointod ol

According to the modern history of Theory ol Y3, the Lai’s
Theory of ¥ is sorted into Taction of images and numbers . whose
characteristic i1 the theory of image-taking .The theory of
image-taking modifies Zhue-zi's claim that most of the images are not
understandable to become that all the images sre explainable. His

concept is based on his theory of descriptinn |, and further, he points

#*Barl-lime Assistant Prolessor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Ceniral University



SRS (U SME ST

oul that it is the prineiples of carresponding relationship and flowing

actlvities that the ancient saints want to describe most. Therefore,

images  of LEight Diagrams always reflect the principles  of

corresponding relationship and flowing activities, and the images from
u His and Wen Wang also reflect this idea. In Lai’s mind, now that
the spirit of the images of ancient saints are fully mastered, all their
desccrﬁan‘x.s should follow their sleps and make this spirit further
developed.For this reason, 1.ai, combining the mages of 'u His and
Wen Wang logether, originates his own image of Theory of Yi by
linking the principles of corresponding refationship and {lowing
activitics together. He once ever said that the meaning of his image of
Theory of ¥i was to convey ihe meaning of “ It is the image and
number that s of the corresponding reiationship and flowing
activitics it 1s the metaphysical Reason that is of the Master : and it is
the metaphysical Air that is of the flowing activilies which proves that
Lai’s ontology refers to the metaphysical Alr as the essential principle
of the antology advancing metaphysical Air toward the metaphysically
first principle. Thereby, The concepl thal all forms of changes
pervading all through the cosmos are due to the restless movements of
the air is the main tdea of Lai’s Theory of corresponding relationship
and f{lowing activities . It is based on his main idea that the

characteristic of Lai’s philosophy is framed in this paper.

Keywords © {a1, Zhi-de, theory of Vi, theory of image-taking,
flowing activities, relationship, Theory of corresponding

relationship and llowing activities
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