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Abstract

Confucian scholars long held that there were only two graded beings:
Tian Ming (heaven’s order) and Xing (nature), between heaven and people,
until Wang Chuan-shan, elaborating on what was said in Yijing Xici chuan,
postulated the three graded beings of “Dao (heaven), Shan (goodness), and
Xing (nature),” among which there was an ontological distinction. To talk
about Wang’s theory of “Dao, Sang, Xing,” the contemporary scholars
criticized it has no validity and propriety. Tang Junyi had generally discussed
and elaborated Wang’s theory of “Dao, Sang, Xing.” In the interpretation of
Tang, he could appropriately capture Wang’s spirit. I had made a study of
Tang’s interpretation. Because of that there were some aspects in the
theoretical implications of “Dao, Sang, Xing,” Tang’s statement was not
appropriate; especially owing to that there were many theoretical problems in
the moral metaphysics established by the Confucian scholars at Song Dynasty,
but they could be avoided in Wang’s theory of “Dao, Sang, Xing,” so that the
present writer analyzed the theoretical implications and explained the values
of “Dao (heaven), Shan (goodness), Xing (nature).”
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