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The Ncogrammarωn principle of $ound change bas been challenged hy opponents 
cver since its day of proclamation. Thc early diaJcctoJogisb werc the first to voice 
thcir opposition to this thcory , which 坑atcs that sound changc procccds by imperccpti令

ble increments while affccting all relcvant words simuttancously. Basing much of their 
own thinking 00 fjeldwork rcsults io language variation , dialectologists and other 
language spccialists wcrc more highly imp即可切 d by an alternative viewpoint th81 re 
garded each word 叫 havi月 its own history , that sound change af[ects the lexicon 
írregularly , word by word 

These two positions havc scrvcd as thc polcs around which v盯ying viewpoints arc 
classi日ed. Wang (1 969), Labov (1 981) and J anson (1983) havc reι:ently taken up anew 
the Ncogrammarian controvcrsy. This paper will attcmpl to summarìze their positions 
on the op叮ation of s吼叫d change , 1t will also offer somc thoughts (l n Janson's model 
for a type of sound change he presenls in his paper 

William S~Y Wang has done much wor~ on 叩und changc involving thc Chincsc 
language. His study of its morphological structure has given him cvidcncc for a sound 
change. contrary to the Neogrammarian princîple , a sound changc he has called “ lexîcal 
diffusion." He defined lexical diffusion as “ change [thal 1 affects thc rclevant 
morphcmes severally in sucçession" (1 969:15) , and he considered it as a component 
în a scheme of four logical possibilìtics in viewing how a wund change operates on an 
jndividual's vocabulary. Thcsc possibilitics arc 

(1) phoηetìcally abrllpl and Jcxically abrupt 
(2) phonetica l1y abrupt and lexically gradual 
(3) phonetically gradual and lexically abrupt 
(4) pho l1 ctically gradual and lexically gradual 

Type (3) rcprescnts the Ncogrammarian hypothesis, and typcs (2) and (4) represcηt his 
lexical diffu叫m hypothesis. Type (1)的 dismis心e.d as theoretically impossib lè. while 
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typc (4) is scen as a combinatîon 0 1' (2) and (3). He therefore. propo間d two types of 四

sound changc ~， (2) and (3) in placc 0 1' tlte sìngle type adhered to up to that tirne 
1n his paper, Wi1liam Labov gave his support to Wang's lexica1 diffusion hypo

thesis. but based on his own research on sOllnd change in Ncw York City and 
Philadelphia. Labov sought to ternper the visibility Wang gave to thi5 type of change 
stating that most of his own sound changes were of thc Ncogrammarîan typc. Hc a1so 
citeù studi巳 s on sOllnd change in progress by Fónagy (1956 , 1967) and sllmmarÎzed h的
findings by sayîng that “ lexical condìtioning is comparatively rare. and that soLl nd 
ιhange begins in thc m句 ority of cases with thc entire rctcvant vocabulary." (1981 
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234-5) 
As further evidence 10 favor of the Neogrammar也n p 叫 ition ， labov observed t11at 

people correct one another's Iexicon only 1n t11e lalc stagc:s of a sound changc and tha1 
thcsc corrections are oot at all systcmatic or regular_ Rather than this irregularity 
of lcxical correction bcing a support for thc lexical diffusion hypothesis, it adds 10 
thc wcight that words cannot bc thc fundamental units of change , the claim of Nco 
grammarian opponcnts 

Labov is 110t sìding with elther position. Hc wants to sce furlhcr rcscarch donε 
that incorporates support for both positions、 and Íor rescarchers to throw out 5uch 
self-limiting and dogmatic slogans as,“Every word has its own hisíory." and ‘明10n1$

don't change; phoncmes changc." His paper Îs a dcmonstration of this spirit --- hc 
arrived at a conclusion that 叫pportcd bot!l kinds of sound change “ ln general we can 
]ook for kxical Jiffu心υ Ji in l ÌlI:$c shifl~ acro::.s suosysiems , I. Cιn <l nges of abstracl 
fcatur凹; and Neogrammarian change wîthin the subsystems." (1981.299) 

Two years later Torc Janson replicd to Labov's c“n for more research. Labov had 
asked for findings on sound changes that are discontînuous but regul叮叮 i.c. thc apical 
fr] to uvular [RJ in Western Europc. This is a sound shift that fits ncither cstablishcd 
typc “It cannot bc cffected gradually , sincc it is phonctκalJy dìscontînuous - and yct 
is regular, i 己的 not implemented through lexical diffusio l1." (1983: 19) 

Janson 自t this third iypc of sound chan皂e into Wan皂's schcme, and , with a chang巳
of tcrms , called it typc (1) phonctically discretc and lexically abrup t. Wang had 
dismiss 心 d thi:; category as “obviously unacceptablc." Janson 組id that type (1) fulfills 
the description of those morphemes that , in Wang'5 words,“wm at first have both thc 
x~pronunciation and the y-pronunciati凹， fluctuating either randomly 0 1' accord一

ing to some such factor as tempo or style." (1969: 15). 13ut rather than bcing a part o[ 
type (2) , these words，組id Janson, belong în (1). Thc apical [r1 to uvular [RJ ~s an 
illusiration o[ such a sound changc_ Thc [Rl wa~ introduccd discrctely. Following 
such an introduction, both pronunciations were Ll sed for a11 relevant morphcmcs simul 
taneoLlsly. The author cited other such shil1s: the re-introduction of /r/ În New York 
City Englìsh, and the change from [ 1'] to [j 1 in Charmey , researched hy Labov (1966) 
and Gauch (1 905) rcspcctively 

Thus therc arc words that violatc thc Ncogrammarian princip !c of gradual sound 
change over time, but they do adhere to the Ncogrammarian idea that change is rc 
flected in a11 applicable environmcnts. Consequently , thcy violate Wang's classification 
as partlcipants involved in lexica\ diffusion 

That words describcd as undergoing this type of changc , lype (]), should be sys 
tematicaJly studied and typed seems to point to the ascending mfluencc of thc study 
of languag巳 varÍation within the inner circles of historical ]inguistic 這

lts influence was ncgligib \e for many years. Th巳 Ncogrammarians and the .'.tructur
a\i sts want巳d nothing to do with ùiaJcct geography They exclaimed that onc could 
not do empirical studi的 on the observation of sound change. This attitude can be 
found in Hockcl1. 's A Course in Modern Un f(uistic,'\ (1958) , an attitud巳 Labov sum 
marilcd with thcsc words,“Sound changc was too slow 10 be obscrved , and phanolo• 

gical change was too fast io be obscrved" (1 981:273). Dialcd 肛苟且phy was thus 
iso\alcd from the gcneral llow of lînguistic rcscarch. With thc advcnt of transforma• 
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tional gramm缸， dialect gcography fared 00 better since Chomsky and the other 
theorists focuseù on rulc formalisms and underlying competency. Sound change in the 
transformation grammar paradigm was describcd with thc use of hisìorical-generatìve 
rules that operated :1 t thc deep lcve1. Language variation was negle叫叫1 because of ìts 
association with the surface structure component 

The studies by William Laboy ín the early 1960's forced a reconsideration of 
language variation within historical Iinguistics. The phonological v叮iablc bccame 
a unit of study in thcori呵。n 弓肌md change , thus reversing the conception that so山ld

change was unobservable. lt 的 observable ， provîded one looks to the social factors 
that intluence change , which linguists had rarely done until Labov's work 

Wang's efforts on recognizing the validity of lexical diffusion was a further step 
forward for language variation in theori巳s of sound change. lt scemed to verify Schu
chardt's and Gilliéron's positions, and itεave more weight to conclusions onc can 
draw from the stcp-1ike isoglosses on Wenker's dialect map (see Bynon 1977: 178) 

The assignment of variatíon by Janson to a d間已 riptive scheme of sound change 
that also inc1udes the Neogrammarian hypothesis is a further sign of this integration 
After acknowledging this third type of sound change , Janson sets up a model to 
account for it 、 a model that takes into play speech perception in relation to speech 
production 

To illustrate his model , Janson treats the apicaJ [r] to uvular [R] phenomemm 
setting up a table with five stages to represent the shortest path for a type (1) change 
(1 983:24) 

Integrating Theories of Süund Change Into Language Variation 

Production 
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，~ R 
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R 

Perception 

r 

,- R 
，~ R 
r - R 

R 

Stage 

l2345 

This model takes into account the stage of variation which must exist in a type 
(1) change. This is clearly rcpresented in stage 3 where productivc variation mirrors 
pe咒eptual variatîon. But the two stages before and after stage 3 are also stages 0 1' 
v3riation. The model c1aims th3t beforc one can imitate variation. one must perceive 
it. It also c1aims that perceptual variation 1ingers after one has adopted the newer 
variant for his own specch. Thus the uvular [R] , accordinεto this modèl, is first 
percCl、 ed alongside the apical [r] in all releva>1t morphemes. lt is then produced with 
its apicaJ varial1t. Then it is expectcd to replace the [r] in production whîlc yet 
sharing varîabilîty w泊h it in perccption. The finaJ stage wiU represent the total replace 
ment of [r] by [R] (thm giving the appearance of a standard Neogrammarian-type 
sound change since a1l reJevant morphemes would have appeared to have undergonc 
changc simult:meously. (Here onc sees an exampJe of thc limitations of working with 
idcalized processes, which the Neogrammarians, the structuralists and the transforma
tional grammaγians all formulated in their efforts to explain sound change.) 
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Jf one has 00 rcs巳 rvatîoos for thc implcmentatìon of this modeJ , then be can 
app)y it to cxamplcs 0 1" languagc variatìon of typc (1). Janson rec]assifies Labov冶
observation of the rc-introduction of /r/ in Ncw York City 叩eech to (l). 011e migh1 
accordingly set up the modcl for it in thc following way 

36 

Production 

。
￠ 

。- (一，)
(-r) 

卜n

Perception 

￠ 

。- (-<) 
φ- (-,) 
ø -(一d

(-,) 

Stagc 

IZ345 

At stage 2 Ncw York City rcsidents perccivcd the new variant from outsiders moving io 
and frorn radio and telcvÎ<;ion. Prestigc was associatcd with th>s varîant and it becamc 
attractive to inωrporatc it into on仇。wn speech. At this poinC stage 3 , the v叫 lant

b 巳came a phonolog也al variable , and was subject to study undcr language variation 
After a look at Labov's graphs (Bynon:207) , 1 suspcct that st<lgi.' 4 had not yet bccn 
reached by most N t: w York叮S ， P盯haps today thc city can b巳c1all11ed to be in stage 
4 , 1n order to detennine thi5, it would be nece、 sary to learn at what agc !cvel thc (一吋
variablc is still in variation with CI/J)- The time at which stagc 5 IS reachcd cannot bc 
prcdicted since sou nd change proccsses are inscparable from 間cial movcmcn的

If the modcl îs to bc succcssful it will nccd to bc applicd to othcr instanccs of 
language variation within a community , The Labovian一type studies are v巳ry suitablc 
not onJy in the United $tates, but in England as welL An example 11I ight be Trudgi l1 's 
study on glottalizcd variants of /t/ in Norwich spcech (Trudgill: 1974) 

Once proving thc validity of the modcl on thc establishcd cas臼 oftyp心(1) sound 
change、 on巳 could then examine instances of stage 2 variatiün and , pert】 ap ，九 hy study
ing thc 50cial fa c1 0rs associated with the ncw variant , deterrnine whcther or 110t a stagc 
3 will 叮ystallize_ Tf languagc variation could bc captu凹d in its inclpient stage , the 
叫udy of its dynami的 could be more closely watched and c仙Jd thercforc conccivably 
be bcttcr undcrstood 
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