
τliE WELτANS CfI屯VUl'\G IN CHINESE 

FOlK NOVEL 人 TENTATlVE 屯.'lALYSIS

Stc、 ";11 刊 ~Ul吟 1 in Chen 

TNTROD t:CTION 

了 Iurmm phCnO lUCnU is s心ù to be morc 叩lllpkx !-han 叫ything c)sc Lxpcriernent 
IS 1111pO凶 ible (l m] prejudice inevitablc. Yet th已 b :::l icf thal lhcrc mc alwêlYs clu臼

and hints cxisling sO JT1 cwhcrc kccp~ sιho!ar治 cxplorlng _l n vanu lI可 lïclci只 Popular

li閃閃 lu陀的出rtainJy one of thc rnajυr SOllrcc~. 1n 1 hc prc旨cnt sludv. 1 intcml to 
pre~enl 50mc basic points of thc world 恐 ic\v of th巳(了llnc~c ma凶此

In thc first place, !Ìme sp叩rIlust be indicawd. fo a stuclcnt of human 
phenomcηil ， [oday is alw斗y~ more irnponam than yc~tcrday. l am m札inly inkreslcd 
in th巳 popular litcraturc of today in ils bro (1 dc~t III巳叫1日19 ， Bccausc of thc continuily 
o f1li~rorv \\巳 really cann()l scparatc to-day from ycslcrday. The problcm is t11al lhe 
stonc~ \v巳 hcar and rC <l d today 111叫 owe th己 Ir 0 1"1ι111 to lhc rC ll1 0rc pa 月L ~ n an attcmpt 
lo makc murc ~cnse oul of toda} 可 storv 叭巳 rn Ll 5l go back to yc~tenlay anu thc dilY~ 
bcfo l"c it. Thc pcrio山 of Ming. Ch'ing aml th已 six decades thc l" cafl己r) <l中叩 of a bO \l t 
~ix hunc\rcd ycan, are co、 ered in th.: ~ccond :md t11ird ch<l ptcr~ of thi只月ludy Thc 
Jïr札 chaprcr goc~ b<l巳k [0 ev 巳 n earlicrperiods. But illl th已 5toric5 J discu~~ in Ihi日 papcr

can bc casily hcard in today、 daily lifc in llonιKong 0 1" Tmwan 
1 intend to examincd lhrcc group~ 01 storic~ and no、 cls :l ccorJi月 10 thc natufe 

of their hcro己、 Thc rγυtagonhb of thc fir~t groll [.l :1γc f<"!inc~ <"!nd nonhUmilll bcings1 

lh。可c ()f thc sccond group aE a cümhillat lU n 01" fairy 叫d lIlankind 仙。叫 of thc third 
grollp arc pcopk \\:itll cxtraordinary ciwr址 ctCfl5 1J. c丸 !Iencc thc pr已持巴 nt stlldy is a 
survcy fru 1ll fairy 10 rnankind; Iro l11 tlebulo U'; ill l\~lO n to ll1 0rc Qccuralc rcahty 

1 、vrilcr ()f popular litcratuf,' i~ Illorc r巳 l址 xcd in lllood and h fr巳cr Lü grvc vcnl 
10 his wh 1tm thηn tl h" ~ch() l:l r~ 叭 ho \vril 戶、 íO l1 fl1{';(11l (.'叭丹 YS 仇 r re]i"; Cl ll 巴 lit l'r:.1T1】 r ，'

Thc formcr i5 凹 cn morc r 己 lux巳 d \vhcn thc sub.J cct mältcr i~filHY lal的 or James Bond 
stylc fi叫的 11 ， 1n lhc rdilxed I11 d l1l1ll ()f filntu~y 且 WIl cr i~ ablc to cxprè~~ himsclJ 
through Lhc 1<li l1 d ()f non-1 l1l1ll:1 11 entitic~. Hc placcs him 、巴 If on a difrerenl planc of 
h t' ingλnd 已om l11 cnb on hnman life frOlll th的 ncw p盯叩己c tLvc I"lI i 可 kind ()f indircct 
carcfrcc sclf-v,üuation s()rnetimc~ rcsulLcd in profoll叫I in注;igllt.~ into thc natm巳 o[

human p Ìlenomena , [t lS in I hl~ ~en也 1 try to clcrivc 叫叫e l1ght for the q lJ出t

of p已opl巳 s wcltamchauung from thc:;c light-heartecì anù u 、ualìy l.l tlrcspcct::d nov 巳b

Chaptcr Onc: '\-íyth aboui Fairy and :\1,m 

:\1)' ylholü凹的弓ald to bc I1kc thc (;od ! rOleu 'i一 hè godι叭 ill make äs~ay ， <l nd lakc 
:.111 manner ()f ~ha [.l es {)f t. hings ↑ hatαCCp Upüll Lhc 巳arth 0 1" \\-'at..:r Likcwise 自 nd ()f 
fïcrcc flr.-: burmng. "2 Î hc “ life 、 oy荷包cc wi5hmg lo b,' taughl hy t}rotcns nmst ιzt且可p
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J ourllalυr f lu 門 dllir Ìl :s I_d、 r/\\'c_， t 

hilll stc Gl dfastJy amj pr己 S~ him S ct thc 口lore ，" and 泣 1 Icngth hc wil1 appe斗 r in hi~ propcr 
shJpc , BLlt “ t1J 叭叭 ily god never di,closcs even 10 lh巴馬killful Lj ucstioncr lhe whok 
Cü孔tcnlυf hi~ \vi~do !ll. lIe \\'ill rcply only [0 lhe (j U巳 slion pul 10 hi ll1, (j nd \vhat hc 
discohes 恥 ill b 己1rivial or grcaL according to lhc qUC5 Î.;On ask巳d "3 

ln order 10 "gra 只 p him slêadfastly" , I 5hall confïnc my in、巴叫1εatJOn by putling 
only ()nc qu己 slion to t iJ is wily god 札rhat was- pcoplc'，S斗ttiludc towards Jifc and 
sociCly as rcflcctcd in Tllc~c myths'! Beforc wc slart trYlllg to dcrivc Gl lly an~wcr from 
thc~c popular t <l les, 1 shuuld [江 ~t cxplam why 0口 ly the following ~ix pieces are ~dcctcd. 
What is availablc in the rest? 

In the fir~l pbcc , !ll05l 01inese myths have ~urvived only a fragmcn • aryaccounb. 4 

S巳 condly ， these Sl文 storics ~CC !ll to bεmorc rclcvanl to thc them巳 1日 qucslion. Thirdly 
1 h的 c i ricd 10 confl孔c thc 以implcs wilhìn a n01Hcli皂叩us ca1cgory in ordcr 1-0 avoid 
furthcr complicaLion. Anothcr rca~on for ~elccting the~c myth~ is their popularity Cl nd 
certain ~imilariti巴巴 which exi~t Lê d bc t\VC lÒ n th己ll l. Although thcrc i~ no quuntitativc 
ÙUÜ:l inòicaül1g th巳 ir il1l1iviùual popularity. the facl lhat cach onc has its own histor) 
υf òevelopmcnt, including 可趴叮al diffcrent narrations, vGl rious intcrprctrttion and 
叫別巳niüns in:o oth巳r furm" of 1叮叮atmc e.g., p叫try rmu drarna , left no doubt ahoul 
their popul盯ity among the Olincsc pcopJc 

1 he Chinese mvth~. b巳 ~ide凶 bcing aιfUlllbling effort tc cxplain the world of 
natur巳" aIe al伯 a m叫 ure in w l1icb man lw_" reω'"巳 d hi~ cxpcricnce , interpretation 
斗 nd 'oubjecti、 c desire~ in li[c and thc univcnc , Somctimc~ it tcJJs us ma泣'~ fccling of 
his ide孔tification a" a part of Thc universc , ~o 1tl ctirnc~ lt tclls man's dc...irc to ~urrass 
泣的。可叮CO l1l C many Tc ..， tric1i Cl n~ \vuch a 、 thc princip Jcs o[ gravit叭的n 叮ortalilyand

olhcr rc~trictivè phC IlOI1l ena po 、ed on 1J1Gl nkind hy natur己 Somctime~ wh Cò n the rnyths 
wcr 己 rclold in 1叫 cr pCflυd hy' pric"ts 0 1"、taLe~lllen) th己 y lendcd to inl巳rprel thern i立

“ W叫， lhal would eflecL thcir o\-vn purposö \vhcther politicJl 0 1" religi()LI~ or both 
Il i~ very imporl且 nt ， Whl'll duLling w1thιhc ，>e malcri叫s， to dl~t1ngui~h LI1己 factual

narr斗 lion of cxpcriè l1 ce frorn (a) thc interpretatiυn of 巳xpcri..:nce and (b) man 's 
dcsirc as a rdkctioll oï hi" 、 X pcr icnc t' and fe巳 ling~. rlms lhe ever clwnging 
dcvcloprnent of Lhc sLorie 、 lb、;IIl ~clv 、 s "re lh己ll1ust illustrativc and illurnit> ating dala 
YCt ag川 n it should be nolcd tltal l11c lollowing anal) 叫~ i~ by 110 mcan::; conclu~i\' 巳 bul

highl~i byy了。1 hcti心甘

Huu.i ( 后詳) O!'ung-n!:ο( :.0;之) a.ml !Jsi Wang-mu (阿 T Gi

了Il c rn 、 t!~ 0f f! !J u-i i 只f'rolll thc followi月 main "o Ll rcc~: a. ch 'u -ch 'i t 'ien-wen 
(於 1l lX 【~~ )' , b, san-hai chin ( 山海社i )G , ,md c , hwú-nan tZ 1J. (准准手)'

H()u-i'~ idcntity 的 furlh叮 ωmpli心tcd bv lh巳 appearanc巳 of ，，0:、 eral diffcrcnt rol叭
under th巳 S Cl lll已l1 alllC H()/)-i slatcd in lh巳 aho、 c IIl cntioned 叩urct'~

a_ Ih: \V ,L:, ilte güd Hυ 1) -i \vho w斗凶 gt、 cn a red bow iind som已 whitc fcathcr arro \V s 
and \V,b scnt 10 ttw CJrth tυhèlp thc 1兒oplc by l11L' god Own ( 也Z )R 

b. Hc was rhc Jl t.:: ro 兒 nt hy Yαο( 主--ë). H己 shot the 1rwnstef5 

Jh巴巴iant 11,1 \vk ( .)、正" ), ctnd the big anake and the nine ()f lh己 lcn SllllS t hal burnt 
all lhe crop~ and planr注 9

c. Ch'u Yua !1 (屈服) in his pOC !ll心 conru~巳d the god H叫)-i wilh lhc king oj 
()f You-C{/ 山IIg (有說) who wa、 al叫 llalll叫 Hοu-i bUl \\'as bclicved to bc 叩oihèT
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Thc \Neltansαlauung 1日 Chine,e I-lllk [\;ll 給 el. A TCnlJlive AnJly， i 、

pChO孔"
d. According 1O時ncius， HO Il-i \V<l S shot b}' his O\vn studenl Fung Alu lIg 訊 ho

ìcarn arch叮y frorn hi1江 1 令

己 In hu肘叫n 1刊， !Iο u-i W,1S thc man who obtained 叫llê clixlr frolll tltc Queen 
A恥的uο'f the Wes t. Thc herb \vas c\"cntually 之lokll I乃 bi、 wile Ch'ang-ngυ ch 'ang 
ngοale tb巳 elÌXl'.r 斗 nd 1 h巳 n ran aW :J y fro Jll t !Je earth anù llid in the 11l00n > 2

1 he 、e aγc the 己arliest fe(υrdsυ l' thc fraglllt'nts of thc allci巳 nl rnyth Dc~pite 

H1C fact that thcy 司 rc scattcrcd and c\' 巳 n contr<l dictory. Ihcrc (I rc 叫 ill il11 portant hinb 
th,lt can ènlighten u 可 III Ollt q ue 、 1 01' thc my~t巳 rio l\S t1l cntaliT y of thc rCnlote pa~t 

fhe facl th叭 lhc carly rιωrds fail臥I to distin-gui~h lIod fr0111 mallkind 山，d

nwnkind 1'rolll anim:JI" llluicalcs lhc back立round of the primitive world within which 
hurnan indiyiduals \V已叩 rnaking aιNιt eJlorl [0 idcntiry them-sclvcs fro111 thc resL of 
叫 I bcing s. Thc fc~ult of th凶 cffort i5 a rcflcction of Ihclr conceplion 叫 lifc .lJl d 
world. Jn mì' opinion , t11;; carly lllyth~ \vcre llül Cfcatcü hy primiti、 C genlllst:~. but 
wcrc rathcr a coll心tiO !l of faithflll record~υf lhe psyche aml lIlcnta 川、 α)mmon to 
ll'-:J ny I"!Jey \\.叮e m()rc like imple dcpiction、 of lhc 1'celin兵、f"rom t}lCll' h ... :art只 mLher

Hl ,1n thè picrcing imagmatioll of ccrta ll1 gi1'tcd 111l nd~. Th內 wcrc fr叫 fWlll thc rn L: ntal 
~dtill!! ()f civili 7C d J] 1311. Jn othcr word~ lhc C.ll'ly 1l1inds WCI"C nol r巳'i rlct巳d by tho~c 
intclllgcnt la\v~ like gravilζltion anc Il1 oftality. 'Ilwt l~ why Ch'ang-ngυιonldεa~ily 
"run" lo thc 盯lO() 1) :1 nd hicic t11cγe. It乳ho cxplains 叭 11y thεr己 wrccr cll :1 nC巳~ to obl <l in 
巳 lixir frO Il1 thc Qu<;"en Mother fo lhc \Vc'、t. î hc concεpt ()f lhc lhree 1口已 ls. namcly 
t hc hcavcn. lhc carlh :uHi the hdl has yet 10 bc csta圳的ed (1ωr di叫inction hct\\.叩n

god anJ llla11 wm a 、 [ill Iλtef 111可 C叫 lon. Thcn wc can cxpl:lin why 11ο 1{ -1 札斗 s a mighty 
god in ~()m巴山叮叮 and a weak man in lhc othc扎 W\l1lc hc shot thc momlers alìd 
~nake、 and evcn tllc burning 叫rb to dcnth. h巳吼叫~ certainly fdt (by hirnsclf, thc 
、 pcιLaror~. thc Ill vlh-rnakcr~ aml thos c: \\hυprc可 crv ，'， d lhcm) as 泊Ill ighly god. Yct i孔
lhc f:Jc c: of dcath he \\.羽毛 a helpl的5 man. [n thc Vin lilcr盯urc lhc honorary title ti 

(干什) w山叩pli心bk both Lo god :llld rnan 13 Utlforlunatl'ly , thcsc honcst rccord 、 01

lllan'~ kcli月 11dvC ilb..吋~ bc叩 rc伊n.kd a~ fa~inating. i1日時inative and 叮閱、tivc worh 
hy tod孔y\ ~ch()lar. 14 

\\'I ll'n thc story ()j" (即 αng-n[;() wa~ r巳 tuld 1叫 cr ， lhc story tcller tried lo ratiυnaliLC 
lt 111 an 盯tempt to makc it l!lore a 叫kptable to lhcir O\V11 con • cmporary JT1.inds. Kα" 
Yu (I~j ，-(~ fl. 205-2121 in lli、 ωrnmcnlary 0 1' huoi- l1un [ZU \vrotc 

Huan-ngο(日l 叩ιngo) W~S ↑he wifc uf Eou-i. flo l4-; obraincd som己，1ζxü from • hc 
Wu閏月 I'vJorher of thc Ij/叮 1. Bclufc hc had a chance tu take it ，曰1 'ang-ngo ,tole the herh 
and 日記扎扎hc Ifr 1'n In 吶 1 1' a (airy Shc ran w the 11l 0U l1 U110 becamc a nymph. 15 

rh~' conωpr of a fal門叫，ght be comidcred an acccpl的1c rcality in Hun 
τllcr己forc ， ill ()rdcr to cxplaill t}h 、tor)' 1νrticularly lhc part where she r斗n to thc 
1tlüo I1. Kaο Vu hηd to J(kllt;_• v Ch αm:一月2υ11γ、tλ~ a non-f汀 1ry b巳 ing ， th巳叮叮h ，; Vi/ a 旨

m己 tamorpho~cd 1J1f0 (l rairγby Vlft l!C ()f thc dixir. Th 1l 5 shc could havc Lhc powcr to 
fly lCJ I h心rl)O() 1l 10 thi~ ~C Jl SC. thi~ (_"υrn rlh:nt盯V 泣。U 巳 arcri :J s a rationa!iz巳 d rcproduc 
tiun ()f 11 1-;' C盯hcr recor cJ a~ r、 qU 1Ted l1')' lhc mOft' enllghtcllcu 11仿I mentality 1t 
ll1 dic: lI :~s th叫lIlankind h,!d heeηidentili ，:d Jll(H._; a可 1 110n fairv beinιthan thc tim巳
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\I,/hcn tllC myth fir~t app巳"'巳 d
A 1110r巳巳xplicit 巳 xa111plc is thc ci、 ilizing pr < CCSS of t11c Queen 111ο ther οf rhe rVest 

her即lf Onc re以"dαllleclcd in SDn-hai chin ( Ül ;:.年牛毛~ ) dcpictcd thc Queen Mother 
01 the We.\t a~ a deity he盯可 res已 mblanc已 to a morlal but has a lcopard'~ tail , tigcr'~ 
tccth. a ~hrill voice 斗nd m位 II 巳d hair只 on \vhiιh shc wcars a tiara. Shc i~ i口 chargc o[ 
叫tastrophe and 凹的hups l~ Othcr ch斗pl crs of thc 泊mcωlle叫ion have [urth巳r III 

funn斗 lion about hlòr Thcrc \vcrc thrc 已 bluc bircls which collected 1'ood for iler. She 
had a stool and shc livcd in ca\'ö. 們 On a ~et 0 1' Warring-Statc~ period (8. C. 4日3-221 ) 
bamboo strips ex山川崎d in 279 /\.D.. the 叩pea凹ncc of thc Queen IVfother \vas 110t 
lllonstrous but but rnorεlike a hU Illun so\'crcign 

()n chia-I叩 day lhc king calicu Oll lhc Qucen ]V[，ο ther ()f the West, pre.-;enting her with 
叭'lìÌ lc anu black jauc. a humureù lengths of colourcd silk anu lhrcc hundrcd of whitc 
The Queen /vf()ther howed :md accepLcd thcsc gilh. Onyi-ch()u uay thc king illviLnl hcr 
to fe3<;( at Jade Pool, and Ù1C {)uccn sang tltis 仙也 10 him: "'j he white clouùs m the ,ky 
floalS OlH t"r Ulll lhc !ll O ll1江山口、 The way i~ long, hili~ and rivcrs lie b巴tween 1]<;; lf you do 
1101 dic , yO Ll fllay CO ITle hack 昭 ain 1B 

J n anothcr I叫 cr accυunL th己 Queen 51ο lher was descrihed in uclails 且可斗 nohle lady 
llm uεh ~hc still 、人 orc the tiara and had two blue bi,ds. She \Va5 此ccomp斗nied by 
bcautiful 皂lT ls aml rυdc in a viul巳 1 V巳 hicle 八 nother record rurt hcr dcscribcd thc Qucen 
/'v1!J thcr οf lhe T'/eSI in tJw following tlTlllS 

In her g叫 den coa• she was splendLd yet d叩Jiùcd. Atltcr wai~l shc had a lOllg bclt allu a 
sworuυn hcr head a tiara over her k l1 0TTed haü , anù on hcr 1"cct slippcrs cmbroidcrcd 
with ph叫!llXωShl' appcarcd III hc III hcr lhirri郎， 01' medium hcig111 , and her beaury 
divinc 拍J ，日，lgnil1山nl. was pccrlc此 Shc wa.' true goc[d，巴巴巴，<，

The m巳ntal devel()pmenl 0 1" lhcsc ~Iory-tclkrs can bc summariad as the 1'0110、叫了，g

、l斗ge，

a. lt w扯~ an cffurt 10 di~Lin g- ui';h 山rl. uin individuλ15 (likc thc Queen /11ο ther; 

fwrn both mankind and 斗nimals. BuL lh已 product 1hcy Pγoduccd w‘i~ cs~cntially st i1l 
a mixlurL' of both. Thc fllCUTú' of rh(-:ir hcro、 a IepresclltatìV(~ of themsèlv出 po的巳sscd

many 、 irtuc~ and bcau t).' of botll anilllal <1 ml mankind lik巳 tbe lecth 0 1' tiger and the 
lail of a Jcopard ctc. lt wa~ a ~tιIgc 01' kss realistic ~巳 If-ide n tifïca t ion 

b. In thc sl;-:cond stag:己 the 划。ry-tdkr were morc ac凶 ratc. Thc king pïc s.c nled 
thε (，) ueen \-1oth巳r \vith black and \vhitc j:Jdc (l od somc color ~ilk. fhc dcity bowcd 
and acccplcd thc gilh. Shc sanιfor bim. Hcrc V\,'1;; find rnore explicit hunian 
charιidcris1ic5. C:叭 li7a!io l1 \vas 111 Th<.' lJ:1Ckground. :.V'fan found lhis ll10re r叫li~tic

picture of sclf-idcntication a v 巳ry a t1 ractl\' 己 one. Ìlc lhc叩forc dcsírcd 10 prolong thε 
period 0 1" bein g: 

c. ln this Il'. Ol" C re斗 li叫lC ~e Ll lllg 、 lory-t叫lcrs fclt Tllon: , cornfortabìc an cJ a~sum巳d
to 也 lalc ~()mc of their ()wn d已 ~lïe可 [0 oblain a 的，:lixir. TO ùiscovcr a pic已 C of cloLh 
Ihat would c1can in firc O!" a knifc thatαlU lcl Cllt .i且d c-:• 2 () TI1C 1) 1ι啥 nificcnl appcamnc巳

of lhc: Qllccn \，1olhcl 吼叫 a combinaiion of CxpClll:ncc alld ck"ÌJc. lt mighl bc an 
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rhc Weltan .,chauung in 臼 incse f-' ülk Novel. A Tentatíve i\ ndly_， i 、

exrcflcnc~ cnJoy叫1 b、 a luxuriou~ fcw <l nd al ihc same iime a COlllrnon ùc~ir-: ~harcd 
by many 

In ~hort. it is a proce~s of fmding and rc叫1711lg thc n叫urc of mankinù. ~叭ln'~

dC:.ltc or lInagmalion which wa~ gCllCγatcd from his pas↑ CXpC I"I已 nce led him to hi~ 
futurc rcality. But th~ dcvclopmcnt of [hc slo叮 did not cnd 斗 t the ~tage of de~irc 
CX pc~Stng. Thc~c carly bio臼 ap!l1Cλ1 \J,'orks becamc l1fc 他mple可 ()f lat巳r cnl lC S m 
cxprcssing thcir vicw of 1ifc_ Thc dccision and bchavior of Ch 'ang-ngο 的la ~ uftcn 
qucstio l1 cd by thc T'anr; po己的 Li p，的 once a~ked. \Vho \\.-oulù fccl sympathy w1t h 
thal lOllcly wom斗n Ch的Ig-ng()? Tu Fu ~igh巳 d for her fak 

I'hink about ch 叫:g-ngo 位1e wldow 
Wondcr how shc passcs lhrough a11 
TI怕也 col Ll col Ll Aulumns 

[n Li Sang-yin's opinioll 

OJ ánK"nr;，ο 、h 【沁Id rcgrel 
rhat shc had 、tolen the elixir; 
司已r heart was fil1ed willl lone1in盯S

Night aftcI night m thc Llark bluc 汰y

That looks like a sea of hluene" 幻

T\vo possib Jc analysis could bc dcri \"C:d from lhc 斗bOVè criLicism: on thc onc hand 
sinc l': thc pOCb l': xpre~、 sympathy ilnd rcgrcl ilnd strcss I hc I011clin巳 S~ 位m! colùn己的

in he山間， one might 仙y that lhe pod~ nnply that thc sccular world 011 earlh is a 
warm , delightful placc lo livc. On the oih巴 r ham!. one Illayζlrguc thill thc pOC1S' 
叫Illclsm lS m巳rdy about thc bitlcrnc~呵。 r widmvhood 出 uppused to matnmonial hfc 
Thcrcforc • hcir criticism 5hould nol be considered as 斗 n indication of thC1T attitudc 
loward~ worldly lifc vcrses heavenly li[e. Sinc己 matrimonial 11f.,; is a part of sccular 
life , the latt叮盯 alysi~ due~ not nccc~sanly contradict thc formc r. The rn巳 lancho !l y ，

cold and quiet Autumn in th巳【:ì ark bluc hωvcn would appc斗 r to b巳 a con~ClOUS 

contTa~t to the noisy , uusty , but WaT11l Ìluman world 

2τhe W caving -'1aiden and τung YU l1g ( ~f_月、)

Th c: origm of thc folklorc about Tun!; Yung and h的 fa:ry wife can be lraced to the 
Latcr Han pcriod. SWnc cngravings dcpicling pari of lh巳 5lory can still be seen m l11c 
h'u一 lia明 Temple built around 151 A Dμ 日出C 011 thls cngr趴 Ing 叩 d a poem j-了 y lhe 
fa mous prmcc ("于1 肘。1的( fí 是(?" wc ç且Jl bc fairly surc thallhi5 吼叫 y was lo ~ome 
cxtcnt popular in the La{e( Han pcriod. A Jl,orc dctaücd Jccounl lS giv 巳 n 111 Sο u-shcn 
chi ( 他刊J可) by Kan Pa() (---;-.丘，日 317-322)

Tung YUllg 01' f!，山 livcd in 01 'ien ch 'en 行 i~ mother died whe盯 he wa_, a child. 1-Ic livc Ll 

with his faUlcr and workcd III lhc 位cld. \Vh en Il is fathcr dicd , he had no mon巳Y for th巳
ωffm and the fune叫 He ， therefore , solLl himscH as slave 叩 that hc could blly aωffin 
,md huld Ihc luncr ,Ll. llis mastc士 apprecia tl: u his gUDd pCIsonality and gave lllm !cn 
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thOll悶nd ca~h 且"d 可e l1 t him hack home , TU I1(', Ylln且 moancu t"or lhr出 V凹r臼 dnu th <è n 
returneu to hisπaSTcr in att巳 npt to rcpay thc dcbt h、 scrvmg hltl l. On hi，、vay ， Tung 
Yung mc1 a WUlllCn who said 10 hilll, "1 would likc io bc your 、，~'Ífc ，" !k tllC1l 10ok tbe 
woman 叫山l1im ro llÍs 1ll<1 s1cr. I!i, masier 'iaid, "1 h~ve given 可 011 rhe mon叮 YOlJ are 
free ," Tung replied 勻 Because ot your g己nerOll 'i l旬， 1 could 1111 1)' my fa的巳r九 hody

1 hough 1 am a very ordin~ry 111凹， j shall in吼叫""閃pa)'mg you \ò凡 rh my lahor ι J' he 

ma 'iTer as阻止 ι'What can ,he d()~" Tung an、wcr巳 d ， "Shc can \'，'eav巴， lhe master 'iaid 
lf you imi,t, leT her weave a hundred pi巳ce of silk for me Hcnce , 1"ul1g Yungll wire 

wove for the master and finished her task ill tcn d的 s ， Then ,hc told 1"ung Yw;ιιI 
am 廿le weaving maiden in heaven , '!'he God appreciated your filial piety and 、ent me to 
helpyoulopayy叫 r debr." .\fler saying this , she lle\"'i back to hcaven and di泊ppearecL21

l'his ~tory i~ fllrtlwr 巳1abora心d in a hand written fr咕ment fWlll thc 'j"UIlK pcriod 
Fir~t) '1 ung Yua月 had a hou 'ie and at lea~l ~O日出 land ， how的目， he did nol ~cll th，~m 

hècau~e he \vanled io rcp己 y ( ~位 ) hi" par巳 nts "pe了叩 nally" ， Second , 130lh lúng Yung 
and t lJ c wc仙 ing rmlÌdcn shcd thous<l nds of t叫 rs at thc timc of t仇Clr scp叫 al;on Third 
iln cpi:>odc about thc ad\'Cnturc of l'lI ng YU呵.s son, T.μng Chung (0 1' T;μ ng Chu月月的叫

who \\',:nt 1tl scaτch of hh fil汀y mothc l' has bccn addcd to thc sto叮
lhe lllO、 l important parl 0 1' this story is the ~orrownc知 ancJ saclncs~ c文 pcricnccd

by thc two proLagoni5h hecause 0 1' th巳 1 1' S巳paration ， r he 出]巳hratμj ~ccnc ‘ fhc 

S已pal 叫 ion in 1hc Shμlc ()f thc Ash Trcc" is ~O moving lhai it bec址 n況且 mo已 el drallla 
a 1011g t101C ago , A }Wing COPJl 2nd a carlyσγtng 口、 py (1 ó(1) of Î his sccnc arc cxlanl 
Thc lart叮 Olh: l~ mdccd a ma ,>tcr pic心 of lÌlcralllre , 1 sllall translarc thc rcl凹 cnl parl 
of thls sccnc so th :J t \vc ca口 havcλclcarcr piι仙 rc of this fa;ry's :illitude lowurd~ 
~C'çU1ar lifc 

l'ung: I1ereõ i~ lh巳 nO L1 r;~hing <l、h-lr巴巴 \vh()~e gr巳巳nl巳 aves ha" cr位<L己 d ~uch a nic.:: 
~had巳l.e t III 己 jUSl lay do、、 n my 可 luff her巳 and v"尸aii for a little whilc 

l<airy' Ile i 、 so happy that hè goe~ far ah叫 d of me , Ahb~ How wou1d hc kno\v 
we ar巴巴。】 ng to b巳 h巳 paratcd today~ 

lun立 Did yυII lllcn[10n 、'Pιrak" 'l

Fairy: :.;o~ N叫 I meant that I 1已出巳 lady ，忱ti-chin today 
lung 八 11:

i 且 1丹、九 hcrc arc \\'己 no'll吋

l'ung' !)oll'l y:O Ll kn(w; this pla 心'! l!叮已 i~ the a~b-lr己已 under which 1 11lct you f01 
1" hc firq tilllC 

;:<mry: T11,:n yon ~bouhl t11 <1Tlk lJ im (t l1 c trcc) 
lung: 1 am \\,liti l1g foτ\'0 \1， so \\，正 Ull1 thrlllk h iJ ll togctbcr. iThey b O\v to thc trcc ) 
lUll];: A可1l-1rèe ， l\~h-tflT~ 1 how to }OU 
I'airy: Darling , ~ho Ll ld l1 'l you call him our rnatch-maker'! ! have heard pèoplc 必》

11，λt tll':Y \vould 1'cmclllbcr lhcir lìlJlchmakcr f'or th 1' c(' gcneraLion可 1 t i 、

only a llllndn.:d days for lh, so 、、 c rcaJly ~houJd thank hilll 
Tung: (.且 ow月叫ai l1) ';'h叩k you ~() ll lU Ch, rny llJatdull,lk ,T , J h <1\',: paid Ih 1'己 c ycar、

dcbt in il 1 1l1 ndl 囚1 d叮 5_ Lach li ll1巳 1 think 且 hout it. 1 ,'an'l sto j) hl'in皂、廿y

hζlPPY ahout it 

171 



The \Veltdnschauung in Chincsc r' ülk Nüv巳1: A lcntativc !-\nalysis 

Fairy: He is so happy , but my tcars 叮o \v down my ..:he巳 k，
Tung. Swc巳 lh己art ， why ar巳 you crying '! 
J.airy hc叫usc T cannot walk. The mountain is high. The river is deep and my 

sho巳~ arc a littlc too srrwll. 
Iung: J kncw you couldn'l walk 
Fairv: Lct U5 sit down fOf :1 while 
Tung r 己 t mc gct ")/ou a StollC to ~it 011. (Thq. 、it oown.) 
Tung: Mast巳r p，μ1油 inoecd a kind man. 
Fa口 y: V九 hy?

Tung: \VcJ], he din臥j with me touay and he g肘， m己也om己 moflcy tO 5pcnd on thc 
wa') 

F ,n!'y. Lady Sα i-chin is nice loo 
Tung How is thal '! 
Fairy Shc !"easled me and g泣ve me 焉。111C moncy aho. Lcl us SCC how much 100nC') 

己 ach of them gave 山叮 (Thcy took ou1 the ~ih 巴 f and found that il was 
or啥imlJ y 011C pkcc but it had be巳n split inlu I\VO.) 

1 UI1l!. Ah~ As 泊 I刊lttcr of fact lt was on巳:r.llec巳 but ~eparated 

Tung '\j ov,. T know lhat Mast巴r Fu i5 in J"act ralh叮叫mgy. \Vhy didn't hc simply 
give us thc wholc piccc in 叫巳 d泣。f cLl uing it? Would孔 't it he cycn bcll巴了 。

Fa叮v In facL it is an 0111巳n
1 ung Whal woulu th叭忱。
J:airy: lt lllCans that wc mll唱l I咒他paraled. ( 定分明)

Tung:: Oh , \"o! That is 00 good. Let u'> chan巴C 11 

rung 1 told yOll to follow m巳 Scc ， \V h;.;r己"巳 you gomg? 
Fail"\"叭 hcre arc \vc going? 
fung Going horne! /uc you drcaming '! 
1 airy Y0 1.1 go to your homc , 1 學o to mine 
Tung. l.ì ut bow can wc go to your homc in thi5 manncr~ If you r巳ally want to 、 l 只ü

ym: I" 1':':'1日 ily ， wait ur1t11 J ful J" i! rny tlm::c yc:us 叩門 ming pcriod. Then you wi lJ 
ridcinas己d斗 n-chair aml I will Tiu 巳 a hOT話e and w巳 \vill go thcre loιether. 1f 
wc go in thcscι10th巳 s. 1 wil1 10~e 1'a出

Fairy: 1 am yonr wlfc. BU1 , do you knll\v th巳 datc 01' llly binh? 
TU l1 g: \v已 havc bcco husbanu and \V if巳 for a hllndrcu uay"" ycl [slill know nothing 

:lbou1 your bi盯hd <J y. Whèn i~ il ') 
F,nry- H i5110W , today, this month :.:.nd thls ycar. 2守

~rung: J\o \\.ondcr~ Today i~ in fact your birlhd月[ pay rny re~pcc t. (Hc bows.) 
l 叭 i~h th iJ l you will livè as long as th已 .'ìouth ,l"ountain and that your b !ess 
m巴~ \\'ill bc a只 abundant 且已 the I:astcrn Sea. (fhc fairy ~tart~ crying.; 

] ung. f'kas巳 don't ny [t i~ 扎 joyfulthing lo havc abirlhuay 
Fa叮 y J hav己 lo 位。 up

lllug: You h盯dü 巨oup: Ih肌 c to go do 'l'í巾 Don't be 、 illy.. Let's go hom巳
Fairy. BL1tl hav 已 Logo up to h心avcn!
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Tung: I 1υ1d yυu clo l1 'r drink 1ω111U 已 h tod吋研 c hωen't Lalked enuugh on c山山、
llO W cOlllcl \h~ sp山Jk 111 hcavvnlj: 1斗nιuaz己 ηPlca可e. no morc nυnscnsc I 

F泣"、 ()h~ Dilrling_ pka心 listcn 10 II lC. alll in f'act a j 山刊 from tb c: ninlh hcavc扎
Thc God l1oti..:cd your fili叫 pidy and ~已 n1m ，; cl(J\vn to help you. A llU ndr,;d 
day 、 1可 lhe iillle limit !\ow 1 hμV<.~ toιo hack 

Tung 干。 ld you not lO drink. Ar c: you really drunk? 
F ,ìLrv You ~till don't bcli叭已 111C. lf j aIll not a fairy , hüw COllld 1 \h-: (lVe [\.'11 picccs 

of fancy 、 ilk ;11 :t dav illld a l1 i已 h l. and yel 、1 日 1 hav c: tirnc lo JJl ak己 yUlI (l palr 
of ~hocs ， .l u 月 t think 斗 houi il 

13ot11' (~ing) 、，10~t painf\ L1 lS LO p，Jr t~ And wc shall n的 cr know \\'11巳扒 you and 1 
wou Id 吋E 巳ach olher again 

Fait.y. (m h:aγs) You clon'l kno\v ahoul it. Th巳 God 0了d 己rnl lhat ! ~houlù COfllC 
down at noon ,lnd hc back at noon. : nωhouJd bc la1e. CVCll if it is 山1 hour O[ 
èv c:n 注 quarkr o!' anltour、 it \vould bc ail unforgivahk Jll is-tilkc~ 

(Thc f，刃 1鬥 kncc15. holdinιh己r face u lJward 、 118nd 、 gra~ping rung'~ clothc ,>,) 

Fairy' Oh , C()d~ Cod~ Wh叫 a crucl trick 'y'OU hu\ 、 r l叭叭1 on l\lc! YOll ~Clll mc 
down to 1 hc canh , \vhy lllust r go hack agåi l1? If! lllu~t go back_ why clicl you 
叫nd ll\C down 111 I hc hr乳 pla..:c'! .;U心 look at Jlmg YwW , Whcn hc S:l ys p<1 rt 
his l l' ar~ hursl Oh. m、 llU ~hand. llly IO \'t',1 You ~aid )'üu 凶口't p05~ibl) 

lcl mc go , hUI ~ can'\ cither. r\ ut to mentioll ê! hunùr巳 ù Li ay\ C: V C: ll 叮叮 b

Otllò nighL thc \cnd己rnc只; amj kinùm'~s \l, ould la~l 1'01' (l hUllclrcd 孔ights. lf 
tl i~ hU l1dr巳 d nighh. the 10\'2 wou1cl 1了 e a~ dc己pilSlhcoc凶 11 ， You c泣的 'r

possihly kavc mc llo1' ":ê! n Ho叭 could ~t {l nd 、 CCl1lg )'011 sufl 巳l' like Hns '! 
.\1y'1leart i~ b1'okcn to pie..:cs' 2 村

S(','cral of thc important 山pCCb 01' this ~to門 should bc 110tcd rlrSL , hUlllan lllGrahty 
filia1 pidy m lhi、 ca ~，:. cau沁d thc fairy to comc dOVv'll fro l1l lHèa丸 cn The thcm巴 lh叭

lhe 1'a iry \"/a~ 可ent do、vn h 、 [hc (_;od to help 01' 1' c、、 aHI sorud)ocly lS VC1'y dirfcrenl frorn 
thc prcvalcnt inlerpre1atio l1 in thc latcr p巳 riod 1n tllc later interprct <J lion. m。可t of 
lh l: f'll'Les only dI: S ，'叩dul tu Ihc earth whcn thcy \V cre ÙC:lD OTt'Ù 3S a pU l1 ishmcn1 
for cr;rtaÎn wrong doings_ (j hi、 th r; me will hl' funher daboratcd in thl' SCαmd chapl l'J' ) 

Scc刀叫L dnn月 thc scpar叫1011 thc fairy Y"旭、 obviou<;ly u ll\villin皂 to kuvc thc 
巳 arth. 1 his lS ，wainηnotllC1' cuntrast to thc latcr narrativcs whcγC 111巳 n <l nd WGlllen 
cr,dcavured to rcach "rnclλ !1l 0rph05is" (羽千七月t 'iÎ- ) 10 bccornc a fairy , in ot1lcr worcl~ 
10 Ìl' avc thi~ v,/O rld anu cnlcr Lhc Ll1r ~y \vorlrl 

f1 lircl , thc CO l1 flict of the story ccntcr5 arouncl 5Cp盯ation husband scparatcs 
frorn hi~ wlf，，;的lcl t h 巳 fil Ìfy scparal叮叮 orn 1hc cartlJ. Tbc ab叫nc己 of thc 己 nC ll1ics of 
~ccular pov 己了 ty ， cnld govcrnr自己nL at叫 otl1cr cvils that ri 、c: frorll humun wickcnclnes~ 
a叫叩Ijï、 hne~s - hιlllother point that ~hould hc not 巳d.2~ Inωntra~l to th巳，lυry like 
Walt Di~11巳 y prcscnlatio l] which i~ d凹19n己 d for childr巳 n.1h叭。 fai1'Y lal叭叭 erc wri t1 cn 
i'or aLlu1ts and about thc c !Tl otions ()f 叫ults
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l'inally-, the fairy bt 口nm; prcgnant uuring tlh' hunnrcd d此):5_ Sh C' told -1 un立 YUl1!!

bcforc ~hc Icft him that il' th巳 baby ~hould be a boy , ~hc would bring iT to Tung Y1mg 
but if it shouJd he a girl , lh巳 haby girl \'/ould hc r叫“ d ul hcavcll allu livc as r山刊 like

hcr moth叮 Il 他已m心 Lo m己 lU叫 lht， U i叮ercnt d巴、tinyυf thc male fcmak baby 斗lso

rcmm(h US of u positi\ 己已 1 Li1ude 10札叫出他cular life A clcarcr vic \V s1ill hä'; lo bι 
dcrivcd by cOlllparing wilh rhc latcr narrativ的 υf 甘心的 mc kind 

3 ζhih-nu ( 結仄)且d Nïu-lang ( J: , J1G ) 
1 hè 叫mcs 耐心 'ien-niu (紅午) and 凹的叫(械立)叩P叫rcd bcf()l己 1hè

叮叫tiOll of t11巳 lovc 馬tory. Wè füumj these two 、巴Iy 1l1uch hU 1tläniD.:d aslronomicul 
narm.:" in .\hih-dIi月 (Thc Book of 1-bellls) , shih-chi und In圳的訓 tzu2g ;\t thc end 01 
Later nμn plòriod , the famüu討 glHhih ( 11 三斗 ) ι h 'ao-ch 'aο ch'ien-niu hsill ( j{~i~T川

)十 )εIve、 the main clcmcnls of Lhis rnyth: a hcrd boy- ，斗 \vL.:aving maiucn and a prcl1) 
吼叫am 1h <1 1 scp叮叮C~ thclll 可o Thcrc is no doubt Qbout lhc popularily of llli 、 ~toJ\

bCl'QU~C rtlally fumou~ ，cholar有 and po巳 ls eithèr mcntioncd o!" \N rotc pocmζbu~èd 
UpO [1 it. Ycn Oúh-wi (另31 591) cilcd a poem reial 巳d 10 thi~ ~tory 川 hi ，

Ycn-\'hih dzia-h圳n ~1 J'u Fu , [ùi Chu-i anu 1'11 Alu alJ have wTitlcn 、叮叮叭 abuut tlli~ 

sto門心 The nurrati海已 wa~ r巳 corùccllll the fifth ccntury 

10 the east u1' Ù1C hcavc1l1y rivc[, 1he陀，vas a \veaving maiden who the grand dauglllcr 
01' thc 1泌的ienl~)-' God. She workcd su hard that shc dlll nut cvcn have limc 10 care about 
h \Ò r appcaranωThc C_; ud fcll 'iympathy' for h巴r lonely Ijfl巳;呵。 hc gav è: her In lTI U口 l ，lge to 
the hcrd boy. \\.'ho \ivcd [0 Ù1C wcst of thc rivcr. Shc 凶 topped workm已 a[ter the 11旭 rnagc

The Goù in hlS anger ordercd hcr back to thc caSl bank 01'廿le nv己 r and all O\\;ed Il CT lO 
m叫t lhc herd boy Ollce e，'巴 r)-' 他ven mghts_ 33 

\ccording to ch 'i!t-y/) (J n (姬嘿 )ι hin-ch '/) sui-shih chi (嘉獎版時之) by Tsung Un 
(京辦) writlcn in thc Uung pcriod (刊2 月 51) givcs the 叫rnc narrativc. Ho\v叫己L he 
己 labor江l巳 s that thc maiclcn had b巳 .:n weaving hcavcnly cloth llladc frOlll clou(l5. more 
ov盯口巴、tates. pcrhaps mi51akenly. thal 1hc meelin皂、 werc arranged for I he sev 巳 nth
day of tl也可evcnth monl h Thu 、 thcre would be only OIlC mccting cach y巳ar. J" Thi~ 

lheme of a oncc a year 11lccling was also followed hy a latcr wn1叮 \VI1 Q1U n (從波
469 520) Hl叫 ("/1 'ih hsie ι IIÌ ( ，:認并消;~-- )..15' The fa 1l1ou可1"α時間n叩μc abo叫

j"'ang 丸1ing-huang :l m! Yang Kuei-fci :J\~o lllClltiυncd tha1 Ol1e nlght , in rhcir ~ccrd 
O叫k JIinfi-huangand Ku叫 Jci co1ll pa l"cd thclll~d、 cs as .Viu-lang and Chih-nu. -, 6 

!n thls slory. the lh:avcnly C;od i~ sympathdic with the young fairy who W:l 只 h is 
own grand daughter. [n con叫lcnnion of lIer londillC吉、 the C;od marricd her tυa llc l" cl 
boy. it b not clcar whcther the hncl boy is a lll :t n or a fai叮/. Onty latεr accü Ll nt~ 

clcnrl) 、tatc lh:1l 、 ill-1an月 1弓斗:， OU l1位 1日江 n who workιu as a herd5man_ 111 eithèr caSL 
il 1" clear that h叫\"c111、 llï~' w出 110t pcrfecL C: ompanionship 吼叫 de~irabl巳

又叫f1 monl扎 1 ljfc l~ 以199c~tcd a~ a kind of comolation or rcward , ancl b、 thc qme 
lokcn , 10 dcpm 已 sυllleυn;:vfir\\" 且 sη j) unishrncnl

Tili話 story has bccn told allllO、 t l1) èvtT、I' ro\'JJl Cc in (hin斗， hut cach place ha~ lÌs 
own v己的 10 1l_ Tbc n C1什atlvc 九 cljus1menh in ordεr to rnakc thc story rnorc pcr~ua 、!\-e

took p )(l cc frorn lim t' [0 limc. }n a 1札 elltitTh centuf) 、 er~ion rccorded 111 FlI kicn 
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gocs likc thi5 

入lu-ll1t1g and Chih-nu 耶/crc 由motcd to th己 earrh becallsεt11ey- tea也 d eaGb Oll1 er at t11 巴

birÙH]ay parly 01' ÙIC H叫川Ily Qu即" 扎 Ì1i-/l1ng was born [0 a vcry poor 1'arnily and 
('hih-nu to rich OllC. Smndw吼叫lGy fcll inlovc with cach o (!tcr but \V crc not ablc to gCl 
married. Fmally. Xiu-la l1g diG d in sorru\\ 日c" a!\d Chih- l1u COIlll1li1lcù ~\月cidc. .1 7 

1 his is probahly tlle rno~t di、tυrtcu vcrsion of tlu、 myth ， J.己 t it sh巳 d~ light on 011τ 

巳nq ulry II110 p己opl己 S \' 1 己W of life 

4, Lrmg-nu (守己缸} and Liu-Yi (州拉" ) 
T shilll not try TO rcbL: il compktc narnlt Í\;C of Liu-Yi's stor'}: hcrc bccausc il has 

bccn translalcd inlo Lngli"h 斗nd pnnlcd by 1 hc forclgn I...a nguagcs Pr CSS (l~k;ng ， 1954) 
undcr lhc li~le iï "1'hc Drago l] King's Daughler" Thnc is no doubl 叫 thc popularily 
o[ lhis 叫orv 1'ur il ，叮 ved 山 Lhe tllem己 for a l1 umber 叫 d，叫>，叭叭..-rlLLè l1 111 
latcr dyml~tiL吼"

Lu H \'U 11 ',\ .~Ulllnwry \\.O \1 ld ~crvc thc pllr]l o~c 0 1' g\., tting a 1'nll11c work 01' rhc ~tor) 

Ihc Drago江 Ki江I;'S 0斗ughlcr by !.i Ch(J(川vei (υf T'ang) tdb or thc scholar Jju Yi v..'h叭

。lllns was back w thc HsiarrK Rhw Val1ey 叫 lcr 1'ailing to pa~~、 llll: Cl\' il 比刊"、èX扯nnna

lion , mCCh 垃自 irl 1!1 Chingv l1nK tCllWllg 甘心p. She te ll's him she is the Dr叫on King's 

daughter, hanished here hy her husb叩斗叩【1 hi, p:uent巴 and she beg~ Liu Yi to take a 
letrer to h巳 r father , the lord of Tungring. '1 he dragon king's 1101 1cmpcred broth己 r. the 
w叫 of 的ifnlang， k恥 tbe girl啥叫11l，band ， brings her lwmc and urgcs L iU Yi 山 m叮叮

h<.'r: bm Ihc scho!ar rcl'lI scs. A1' l<.'r ])1/ Yi's v".j['c dics be rnovc , [0 九'ankiuK \o,.!tcrc !tc 
rnarnc , a 山llgh l<.' r uf lh:: J~u family frUlll}-的lyanK 札 ho proves to hc thc uragoll king\ 

山ugh1er. Later 11巴巴肘s to 代 anhai ， then returns to Tungring. Hi法 cousin JI<,Uch Ku 

meets him once on th己Ja ke and is 皂 il'e1 fjfry pills of slixir: but after this no tl1 01'己的

heard 01" Liu. 'l~ 

lt is allegcd that lh巳 närratlve I呵。 f lndian origin 110、vcv巳1'. SI Il C 巳 tbe Ilurnö of the 
waler凡 Tung-t'ing (llu) andι，'11 'i 'c n- r'ang (Chinαgλarc (11ine~c gcographical name可 anJ

lhc natllrc 01' th心 walcrs also fïl, lo the characLcrislics 0 1' lhc lwo dragons , I think lhe 
lalc rcflect、 t l1 c c111oLioll of Chinc~e people , \\-'heLhcf or nol il had a forcign ~(JlI rce 

Thc rcl的 cnl po;nt of Ihc slor'} 口mld b l: outlin巳 d a~ follows. Fir~t. 1 hcrc w汀 5 suffcring可

cvcn i1) thc lTI;lgic worJd ()f thc clrago l1 s. or COUf5C , that docs not ncccs可aril丸 mcan

thcrc 吼叫馬 lcs~ 刊ffcring5 jn lhc hU111an world 

只己cond ， lhe dragoll king him可elf p Ll hU己 d knuwl巳dge und w斗 s v 巳 ry 1日tere、ted in 
hUlrW n affairs 

Ihc draguI1 king was a loI1g timc in c:叫m呵， anu Liu a,kcu thc warri叮叮叮lcrc is thc 
!_ord οf Tung-t ùlg?'可"His \-1aje:-ty is in 1he Durk R'arl [h è'iliOI1," wa:- lhc rcply: "Hc is 
uiscus~iI1g lllc Firc 'G11l 011 叫111 111c Sun p江C此 Ihc、 will soon havc fillish<:d.'τι'Whall~ 
thc 計 irc (扯nυ月，，，的k.:d liu. "OUT king i:- 且 dragoll ，" rcphcd thc 叭 arm】入， S() wa ter is 

hb spiril, a且d 、，\'ithυnc urop υï wa1cr hc can i1 00d m() Ll ntaill~ and vallcy ,. Thc prieSl 
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b a man , so Jnc lS 圳、三1"川， and wllh (l ne turch hc 凶n burn 也 C 13lgc~t palacc of The 

worl <L Sincc lhc propcrli盯 or ，he 叩irits :lfe diffe l"ent , 1hcy h山 C Jifflιrcnl clTcns. As 

the Sun pmt i~ cXl附t in 1 he r川 nciples 0 1' 111en , ()ur klllg has 叫‘叫 him f()[ a lalk." lle 

had j 1lSt 九 lllshcu 斗沁aking 、心 cn t11 巴 palacc gBt己 opcned ，且 mist 、eamcd TO 已athe l"，旭 lld a 

l叫11 m putp12 holul!I g a _!叫ìC r ,ccpl1e allpcaTcclτhc warrio l' leapt altention , 'dy'mg, 
Tlll、 i ， ù lIr king." lhcn h~ \、 "m f o~\Vard lIJ rcport liu '5 anival 

111巴 dra也011 kmg ]0υkcd at 1.111 立nd lbked ， ιArc you 扎。 1 o!' thc \HJIld of mcn弓 ， Kiu 
rc])liβd that he w:t,. 3nd hmvcd. Thc king grectcd hlm III rClurn 叩 d asked him To he 

scalcd , "OU I" 吼叫"'巳叭 klllgUOIll is Jark alld dccp" 吼叫 lhc drago Il king. "And 1 

am 19J1Ol"叩1. Whal ha, bruughl yOll , sic from ,llch ,[ L1 i， llllICC~"丘。

1 11 ::, dragoll Kin且'" attiTlldç docs t>01 nCl:c s~arily suggc~t tlHlt The hurnan worlJ \va~ 

~lI PPεrior Lhan th叫 01' tllc~ dr作on 5_ Yct it sccrm to ~ugg;;~t Tb叫 ihe latter \'.':,b not 

丸亡叫 Illuch 'i upcrior to Oh; 11l1l1l iln \\'()1" ld. bClau~c h(: WilS \vlllmg to put hi、 ùaughtcr in 

u hU IlIan po只ition am] kt hcr nwrry Toλ 〉 υun皂、ch0 1<11

[ilird_ Liu Yi、叩心untcr witll thc I.ord of ChïL'n-l'ang 叭 ould 山 lso enlighten u~ 

in ()ur qUC 'i 1 of th己 contra~t bCtWCl;ll the humCl ll \Vorld and an il1l aginary non-human 

world 屯的C: Xbt巴 d in thε l1l ind 、 ofth己 ma 消己可

Thc day arte]'. he was f，削 <;Ted u出111 1lI lhe Rl\'ilio[] ()f Limpid Ll f\ llî_ Tl lCl'rincc ofChicn 

tang , heaTcd with winc 扯到 d 1叭111i'J 盯 gOlllhc C(丸lch. ,aid m ,,0]cnl1y' 10 l.w. "A_ hanl rc 、 k

can bc smashcu hut not madc 10 yicld , alld a gallant mall GlYl Ix killeli Dm no1 put 10 

sha1tlc. Thcl-巳 1 、訂llllethlng that I 仇。uld like to 刊巴拉盯TT()'}:ml lfyou 恃;c叭 thcn al1 wllJ 

hc wt:l l IxLwecll llS. If 1] 01 、NC c~n peri,h wgclher 110鴨山bmll ir'-' "Lc l ttlC hcar wha\ 

It ISτ 叫 d l.w , "You know, Ù1C wit已。 f ll!c Iι' /，11 υ(' OllllJ5 rivcr l~ our so\'cn.:ipl 

dallghtcI 、 aid the pntlCC , -'~hc l~ llll exc己 11ent 其 it1 wirh a !'lll~ dla:a、 1 巴 an 、-i is welì 

lhollghl o! 吋 a11 h Cl rclati\'cs , Sh巴 W:1 、1l1l !'ortllllalC Cl\UIl 2il 10 <;lI h-e l' illchgllltic, 11l t幻c

hands (]f • hat blacbwar Li. hlll lha < b o\'er !l O叭叭 c w(]ulιh:'\.c lU Cll lIl l 日 t hcr 10 VOll , atld 

becotl1c y'"o U]" lcla11\"叭 t'or C\' cr. "Thcn shc who 0\\巴、 V仇J 巴山 lllUdc 叭 111 bel(]n~ 10 yOll , and 

IVC who love her will know slie b III güυd hand、人伊ne】圳、 m叩、hOllldn ↑ do Ihillg~ 11') 

halvcs_ Don'T yOll agrc ,,?"' fur a lllOlllent l.iu luok己 d g閃閃 llicn hc lau g.h , ~nd said 

'} ncvcr thought rhe l'nnCi οf 口I I('I1-t ang 吼叫 td h日甘心ch unworí]、 lllca丸 I h的 e

h叫rd lhal 011C巴 when you cros,cu lllC nine contincnt弓 you shook the tìvc lllüUlllllins to 

VCl11 yuur anger; ~nd 1 have 、ecn )'"ou im;~k t11C gold己 n chain 且nri dl 且已 Thc _i adc pilla】的 ter

yOll 10 lCscue yOll l" niccc. [lhυllghl lhcre 札1、 n() O!le as 川江veandju 、T 品 S 丸。ll ， \vho d且 red

ll 'ik death lO righl a 1'.''I OllιanL1吼叫lld sacnfice your lif'c 1m lh(即 V叫 1 ，ove ， rli巳 c me 

the true marksυ!' grcatncs趴 Yct no ll', whilc mu品 C h hcmg play~d and host and gllC吼

叫 in hannony, 'yOll lry tυforcc 1llC tu du yuur vnll ill dcfúllCC üf honoLl[. 1 \HJld L1 

!lcvcr havc cxpccted this ofyou. lf! met Yüll on lhe angry sca or amOl可 dark lllOlllllω Il S 

wilh y山 r fim aml bea叫阿 ing and miSI and rain aU arollnd , rhα19h you lhrcatcncd trlC 

wlth dealb 1 shouldωnslde l' you 且 merc bcast 1 lVould 1l 0t COllnt ir against yüll , BllL 

now y山 arc in human garb Vou talk ü! Ill1lllnCIS and s!J mv a dcep undc的talldmgυf

human relalioI!S旭ps aIld Ù1C 叫ys of tbem , Y üu 山 n bchavc bctlcr lh叩 many gallanls 

in thc \vord of m~n ， not 10 say moml"r、 of the water、 VCl yOll lry 10 take iHìvanrag已
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ot yωr strcngth and temper - ulldlèr thc p閃閃nce that you 斗rc drunk to force me to 
agrec to 、山l' p l' npn~31 -1 his is hardly righ t. üfωllrsc. 1 anl sma J1 en叫名h 10 hidc 1月ldcr
one ot y叫 r scalcs, bm I dare risk 可叫 r angc r. 1 hopc you w山悶的叫dcr your pr叩o~，\l

rJlen the prÌllcc apulυgi7cd. "Broug.hr IIp ill llw palaωh“ ncvcr t<l llghl 巳tlqucltC

bc said. ".l us1 幻 o\\( r spokC'叫l i.lly and OffCllllc i.l you 1 dcscrvc i.l a rchuke. Don'l lcl 
this ,poil 011 1' fn <è ll(bhip." Th凡 1 nighl L~Cy fea吼叫 logclh巳I 且gai!l as rncrrily a;;ever, and 
/.iu anu thc princc hccamc greal [ücnúg41 

Human valuc電 rlnd (U1TU;lh~m h山 c cnlercd th已[)lctu叩 in thc 凡b川\:' qllOlcd paSSrlgc 
Again il ~uιgcsLs a positn-c ;lttiTudc lowarcb }lll r11aO lifc rlS rc t1 cctcd in Uu'.\' spccch 

h)urlh, '-Iu yi 且 nd hi月 drJgon \vi f"e stλycd in thc 凶 rthl)! 50叫叫 y for quitc a long 
Limc Th叮 Ù 1l1 nOI withdraw to lhc 叭 atcry world llll t11 thc 已。v 巳rnlllcnt officiah 
st :trlcd to bothcr thc l1l (fOl" clixir)_ Durmg th已汀叫“y (\~ }liGh 恥的 rnore Lh<1 11 fort)-." 
、 cars)， thcy W2rc fJ "C l' f j"() m thc 1ll叫lacc of l11ncss , ph:\i~lcaJ dcchnc am! ucath. ì\"'orc 
o\"cr. I hcy- wcrc 已xtrcJll cly rich 

[Î1C la 吼巳pisodc of thi~ slory i: hr()w~ lllorc li)!.JlT 011 our cnqmry 

1\1 lhc cn i.l o!" lhat pcriou. liu'~ young COUSill , l1\ueh Ku , 10,1 his posl 的 rna間吼叫tc 0[" 
rhe c;lpirsl and was SClll lO t Ìl c 油ll!hcas r. On Ins jOUnlcy lhueh crosscd TunKting lakc 
ι、可εhave 1101 bcen ,epar;Jtect lO l1 g."' ~aid JJII , "YC1 y01ll ha虹 is tum111g grcy.'ιYou arc 
fat~d to blècome an irnmortal. and r to bCCOlllC dJV boncs." rctorted f-fsuch with a ,rnilc 
li1l gavc !l\'ueh fifly capsulc川山lU saiuιE;lCh ()f these car沁ules w i1l givc you a!l cxlra 
y叫r of lirc. When y叫 have fimshcu them , come again. !)o )1 'r stay too lüng in tl泌的'orld

()f mcn, whcre you can o l1 ly find yoursclfln troubles 的

lt 5CC 1l15 paradoxi口11 that Llll Yi gavc I1 511Ch fifty capsulcs to prolong his lif巳 on carth 
and at lhc 5a lllC tHJ1C advi~ccl him not 10 stay too long in t1h:~ world ()f lllen. I cumid lJr 
tfl1~ to bc Ihc bl~~l ~tätclllcnt illu~trating ll1ä )1 'S conception 01' earthly lifc. Uu l'可

S(~Cnb to bc ~ay-ing thal (111<: 可 lii\:: in thc \vo r1d (of hi5 time of coursc) W:J 5 \vorth 
prolonging for fifly ycar~: yct , iL wa~ not \vorth prolonging for too long a pcriod. In 
〔了 th~1 叭。 rds_ il 吋 CJn S that was lcJling his COUSlll,“Don't bc captivat巳 Ù by your own 
illu~ion of this cu"lurful qurlu. You 叫n only fïnd trouhJe." Yet, thc world \vas at least 
illu 、urily ht~autirllL oth巳[\，'"1以人 Ull Yi would no offcr Hsueh Jïrty I)l orc y山i問 as a 
pr t' ~enL 

5. Pdl-sbe (十 l 士;)andH阻日叩an (許 11'; ) 
rllC la~t stor} 1 wOllld likc tu di~cuss in Lh的 chapter is t11c !"olklore ()f the \Vhik 

Slläkc. This stury 叭斗~ puplll址 r uuring the Southern Sung periou (1127-1279). Th巳

S，川-" llanntlYC 刊 [\'1、 ed in chin-shi 1 'unR-yen ( 恃 U: ~主~. ) cuiled by /'eng 1I1rmg-lu.ng 
o[ 1口 tc AIing 4.1 in thc nllddk of thc ~ixt 己已 nth century thi、 story wλs us巳 d [0 巳 nterlam

]Jt' ople by ~o曰lC blind rnimtrd 、 in l1allg Chυ11 al 己a. By th巴巴I1d of that ccnlury , it \va~ 
aùapi臥j into opcra and pul to Lh巳，[泣戶巳 44 lt also app巳 ared in many' forms of III巳ratllre
and wa~ wldcly w己lωrncd by thc r叮pulacεlt tells lh巳 stury of ;_j ~young druε 叫urc

tll <l lla 口cr Jl叫了lcd 11su Jli1lan who lllct two pr己tty 1;\.omUl at thc fa 1l1 011可 \Vest Lakc in 
Ha l1 g Ch (JμTltl~ lady \\a~ dTCS~，~d in whit t' dothe~ (l ml her rnaiu in green. 1斗 tLT it 
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happcncd that 11叫 married thc lad}' in \\"l1 it0. Hc w 山 then p\l ni~hcd by thc 10ωl 
govcrnmcnt and was 紀nl lo Su chο11 to ~C口 c at the lahor camp bλau~c tbc 泣]、 cr

已封 cn him by Lady \Vhitc provcd to bc stolen mon巳 y. He bribcd the 叫了IIp cbic[ and 
wa~ thcrdorc allO\vcd 10 ~t叮 m a fricnd、 ho叭巳 and wcfrkcd with bim. Suun Lad :, 

嗎lhitc appearcd in S11 "Ch()u ,llld thcy li\ èd logdher agωn. H~u \va~ lhen arr己 sted for 
the sccomJ timc bccausc thc 已lothc~ given to him by Lady Wfnte was 吼叫C I1 j.rom a 
pa\vn ~bup. Tl11S tir山 he wa~ bcaten and scnt to Chcn-cÍl iα ng lahorω !ll O. whcrc 
again he wa s allO\v巳 d to li\- 巳'"且 relativc's housc. 0口ce again Lady Whitc c凡 mc to 
Ch(:'n-chiαng anct thcy rcun Ìtcd. Fina Jl y h己 realiled that Lady Whitc was a momtcr 
With the hlòlp of a B Ul.l dhi~t monk , hc c、 cnrually captur吋 hcr and imprison口1 her 
undcr a pagod泣。n which a spcll had bccn caq 

\Vhat should bc notcd 15 tllC fo l1 owing: (a) Lady While's peristence to live a~ a 
human being and hcr inten他 de~irc to c叮叮 human lifc; (b) hcr profound aî!"ection 
for Ils11 llsuan; and (c) her reluctancεto rcturn to th巳 forlll of a snakc at thc odcr of 
thc rnonk. 1n 吋om巳 latcr 、 cc鈍。 n. hcr d心叫c for human lif 己 i可凹 cn rnorc cxaggcratcd 
F. achtim c: whcn shc was forccd to lcavc Ilsu. ~he cricd bittcrly. Shc ri注ed h叮 υwn !if;: 
am] Cxp位時孔ccd grcat su叮叮ings 11\ attempl to savc Ilsu 11.\1叫n \. li j"e 1\11 th們c pO ll1t 
to this snakc's slrong dcsirc for human hfc , y. et , this ~nake i~ a treation of m凶 n's

imagination. ln othcr word~ ， it indir巳 ctly cxpre~ses man'~ massa皂已 illuslrating hj~ 0札 n

wcltamchauung 

6. Summary 

ln this chaptcr wc cX<l lllined s叭叭orics. "1\ 0 !llatter \vhether they arc m.yths or 
folklorc or cvcn forcign irnported tale~. they all h的 c sclf-idcntiJïcation funct lO n 心 i -; 
mcntioned. \Vhcth已r th巳 story tclkrs and li 、 lcncr~ wcrc ~clfconscious 0 1' l\ot wll巳n

exhibiting lhcir conc叩ts of lifc through lhcsc storih is not the qucst of thi~ ~tud)" 
l'he qu巴st 15 what thcsc c 弓 nccpt~ arc. Aα1mp盯ison betw巴巴 n thc carlier ver~i()ns 這 nd

lh巳 later oncs would lcad to a rathcr convincinεanalysis 
\Vhcn th巴 sc ~torics flf~t appeared , thcy ~巳 C Il1 to d己 pict lhc earth as a beautifu[ 

piacc in w l1 ich to in-c ιfe was lovablc Wlthl耳其 the limll叭10n of nalure. ]\on-hum盯l

bcings tncd to brcakυr bypa鳴 natural 1irnitation of naturc in an atlcmptlo havc a 
,harc of this good lifc. Fairie~ who bclong巳 d to thc hcavcnly world came down TO .1 0111 
m己 n and thcír carthly lifι 1h巳 nv巳了 that 間paralcd 吋 il1-{ang aIld ι.hih-nll was thc 
~ynbol of natural limilation. Thc tiIllC ljmit (hundred daY5) scl by Hlè hèavcnly God 
wa~ a natural lirnit in anolhcr form. The fairy , a being 叫 pposcly superior lhan.human 
bcing, wa~ obvio心 ~Iy willing to givc up her hcavcnly life and ~tay on the earth. Î he 
naturc aml natural appèaranc巳 of a snakc is ()f coursc thc fur自己st hmit of 口ature that 
barrcd a snakc to cnjoy èven a brief mülll巳I1 t of l111lllan lifc:. Shc had to cultivate 
hcrsclf for rnorc than a thousand y巳 ars be!"ore ~hc W,lS ablc to appcar in thc fonn of a 
woman. This Ìndicatcs thc price whiιh wa~ worth paying to cntcr thc human world 
lady \\'hitc's fncnd , Ch'ing Ch'ing, a gr巳en fish or aεrccn slliI k c: in latcr 、 crsions. liveu 
in thc world without matrirnonial lifc , yet she \vas 叩ntcntcù to bc thc maid of uld) 
White 

1"h巳 ~tory of Ch'ang-ngοwho ran away frolll lhe carth sccms toα叩tradk! this 
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analvsi、 ln defc f'_ cc of my 且 naly 泌的 1 would point Ol1 t thc follo\ving obsenrntions 
[<,irst, thc moon and the carth migh1 b巳 within a sam巳“wurld" in ancienl mind~ bcforc 
astronDmy 0 1' astroJogy was \vell developed_ Ch'w增 ngοrunning lo the moon wa~ 
sorncthing like hcr running to the other sidc ()f the lake. 'l her巳 forc ， thc fact that ~he 
ran to thcmoon might no1 me斗 n lhal shc wan1ed 10 be se、 ered frO ll1 thc earth and 
carthly lifc. Sccond , thcrc is no indication of hcr motivation. In thc carly version 
"she took tbc elixir aml ra口 to thc moon" docs not nccc 5Sarily mcan “~hc took ihe 
elixir in order to go to the llloon ," Thcre i 、 no rnotivation linking the cau~c and thc 
cffcct. The abscncc of such a link 盟的ns to 叫ggesl lhat thcre was no such ι'nccd" to 
lcavc thc carth. Third. thc dis斗pproving rcsponse of the T'ang poets 弓1rongly enùorsed 
tbc positìvc aHitudc towards car1hly life 

Thc rcturn of Liu Yi and his \vife L l1l1g-nu 10 tbe dragon's watcry world sene~ 
to rnodcratc thi~ analysi~ frorn bcing 100 optimistic. Many 1imes rnankind was ind巳，d
in a clilcmma to dccidc whcthcf thc 己且 rlh and carthly life was adorablc or deteslable 
t叫 Yi's attitudc sugεcstcd a1 lhc vcry 1叫吼叫rthly Ji fc was not that dcte可table

\1 an has alway~ bad a stγong d巳 ~ire for long lifc. Even P'eng-chu who aIlegediy 
li、 cd scven hundrcd 訂xty ycars wa丸。ncc said to cO l11plain that his life was short. 4

' 

Th巳 desir巳 for a long lif己也n be intcrprcted in two w的~. Onc is one wishes to livc for 
a longer pcriod of tirnc bccausc bc cnjoys lifc , Thc othcr is that hc wants to postpone 
thc arrival of dcath bccau~c hc is afraid 10 dic 叩d to facc lhc judgmcnt of hcll and lh巳
horrib1c punishmcnts \vhich he believe~ though \vilh grc且 l reluctancc. 01ωm祖 there

叫n bc a third unc which combincs boLh , Thc ~ccond onc doe~ nol nccessarily rnean a 
lχlsitivc attitudc towards life 

Ka η 1'ao (fl. 317-322) record 巳d a ~tory \vhi巳h is iIlustrativc in lhis respect. Oncc 
an old man went to scc Pr in('e An υf Hua凹的(准開 1 安) who indulg叫 in taoi~m 

(仟拉伯)， Thc gatc portcr said 10 hil11“My lord desire to have along Jife , but 值!

you don't sccm to bç ablc to cxlricale yoursclf from gelting olù Ther巳fore. I hesitate 
to rcport 手 our <l rrJv 泣1." LJpon bcaring thi~ thc old man 1ransformcd himself inlo a 
handsomc youth and wa~ i1l1mcdiatcly wclcomcd by thc princ 巳 with grcat courtcsy , 46 

1 he altached condition 10 ch 'ang-sheng (long lifc) was bu-Iao (not bcing old). The 
tcrm ch 'ang-sheng hu-Iuo ( !_丟掉不幸) itself agrees \vith OUT first int叮prctation that 
lif已 is bcauli[u] 

Anolhcr not的Jc common point ~har己已1 by the間 stories is lhe empha~i~ on 
rna trimonial life. That sccms to agree with thc 叫turc 0 1' lhe socicty in which rhe 
stories \vere gC l1erated. Ln a comparativcly ~l!nplc socicty , political rclations were 
marginaJ 巳ov巳rnmcnt ent巳rs lh巳 picturc incre山H屯ly in thc chronological ordcr of Î hc 
stonc丸 J n 1hc 日rst ~tory ， Ch 'an{!， -ngοand HIοu 罰， lhere was no gove了nment. Thc 
rclation was bctwccn God and man (with his immediale family). Jn Tung Yung the 
wo了ld \vas a little larger: Crod and his daughtcrs in hcavcn 、 Tung Yun r;, his parcnls and 
his creditor on the 凶rth. Thc rclationship that links thc~c charactcrs wcrc: Tung'可

lov 己 and obhg~llion to hi~ parcnb and to hh 盯cditor: thc b巳 nevolencc of God toward~ 
p巳opl己，且ml the love betw己en hu~band anù wifc. In othcr words it \vas thc relalion 
b<.:tw<::cn God's fa 1l1ily and man's family 
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七叫1 (and hi5 f 斗 ml1y)

man (ano his family) 

The basic unit that rested at the two 巳nds of this rclation was family. ln the 5tory of 
叫u-lang and (hih→削、 wc [ind the sallle relationship. ln “ Liu 抖，叫d “l'ai-.\he"

(Lady White) 'i、 hich wcrc obviously crcat巳d much lrltcr wc find the shadow of govern 
ment emerging from the background. But thc storie~ wcrc still basically frlmily affairs. 
Thercforc, thc love betwecn God and man; parents and children; husband and wife 
was most 巳mphrlsi比d. lt meant thc grcatest , jf not the whole , part 0 1" life 

Avery contradicting 目前曰n can b c: found in Ming and Ch 'ing pcriod fairy 叫υnes
o.r religious narr心v c: s. Th c: tmgedy of Kuan.yin (or Princ巳吋 Mi缸子san 妙善企主)

and thc story of Ho Hsien-ku (何 f:u 姑) cx叫tly rcvcrse this favorablc vicw of 
matrimony 叩d frlmilism. Matrimonial lifc w出 ~o detestable that they would dic to 
avoid it. The two stori巳 s are obviou51y related in some way Thc Jatter (l!o lfsien-ku ) 
might h巳 a ，巳 production of th巳 formcr. 1'he major differencc is tbat one w凶犯 pnn出s~

andth巳 other a daughtcr of a drug storc owner 47 '\cverth巳 less ， the popularity of th巳"
two stories indicate5 a change of _pcoples's virw to\vards matrimony. 130th of the 1\vo 
girls were wiJling to dωinst.ead of bciog forccd (by thcir fathcrs) into matrimonial 
life irrβgardle~s åf who thc man was. It presenls a strong contrast indicating that the 
importance of matrimonial ìife in earlier period w臼 diminishing

Whcn compare the earl旭r versions with the lalcr ones. th己 thcme of family lovc 
disappeared more and morc into the background. 111c story of ;Viu-laηR and Chih-nu 
iold in twentieth ccntury South Fukien is rath巳r d ffcrcnt. 4H 1 irs 1. thc heaven 
appeared as a lar 時 e organi7ation in which thc b芷th-day party of lhc íJeαν enly Queen 
wa~ an annual occurrcnce of grcat impor1ancc 的 Sccond ， thc lustful bch叭 ior of 
:Viu-{，α ng 挂ndι'hih-nu at the parly contributcd to their dcmotion from h心1、 cn to earth 
Thc noti{、 n that coming down to the carth was a pum~hIll ent 時間rtainly 、 ery

illll~trati\"e to ourεnqurryτhis dcmotion thcory i~ by no mcans lìmitcd to Olle story 
One may Cind thi5 thcory iηalmost cvery novcl that rclatc:. th(; two lcvcb of h己且V巳n
and carth. :Most of thcsc novel~ appcarcd after larc Sung which J \vill dicll~S jn the next 
chaptc r. Third , when 州u-lang anù Chih-nu camc to. th巳 earth. they were 他仰rated

by thc conflict bctween nch and pOOT. At last /、凹的ng di巳 d in great ~uffeγing~ and 
Chih-nu commitcd ~uicid己 W11at a horriblc tragedy~ Yct it was dcvcloped from a 
heauU!"u] rnyth of two fairie~ who wa~ allov".cd to mcct 叫 ch othcr once every )叫 cn

uays. A.nd thc r巳ason 1S to exaggera:c t11巳 ir indulgenc巳 of matrirnonial h a.ppin己的

Thc twentieth 出口tury v己 rsion of Ch 'ang-ngo 的 that Ch ω19-n!;川 wa ~ a c()ur時間us

girl who wittilγI出isled Ihe wilì ()f the tyrant lfυ[1 Yi IIο u Yi had been 扎 hcro who 
madc gγeat contributioll to his pcoplc be!"orc hc was ihe king. Bul aftcr thc p巳oplc
mau巳 him king and w hen bc 恥 as politIcally powcrful , hc bcωllH:' a tyran t. The rnajor 
conflict was bctw己en thc people and. ~h巳 tyran t. Ch'ang-ngo. H，ο u Yi 's 、wecthcart

l~ü 



Jüurnal üí IlurnJnitie ., F_d'>t/We口

turncd hcr back υn hi ll1 .md turncd oul to bc 1m vital cncmy In latcr vcrsions, Tung 
YυnK or 111s ~on had to be a ch'uang yuan (狀元) hccam心 politi比 I care巳r was indl~ 
pensable tü a perfcct life then. Sl l'hh i~. lru 巳 also in tll巳叫峙。f the son of Lady White 

The lust point J wanl 10 m巳ntion in this chapkr i5 the function of pow巳r_ Tung 
Yung's wifc pos~csscd thc extraordinary pO\VC!' 10 \VC的 e. Dr且gon King's daughtèr 
hud thc magic powcr 10 crcalc trcm巳mlous wcall h ,md to prolong pcoplc's life LJdy 
whüc wa~ ahlc to crcalc 倍()ll1 ctime~ stca l) ~ilvcr 斗 nd 口ght whcncycr shc 1 hought 
n已 cc~叩門 Mo~t of thc prl\vcr wcrc nol l1 ~cd to fight , b l1t 10 crcatc happincss i11~tantly 
and dircctl;..'. Wcalth. marriagc and long !ifc 盯c h叫1pincss in concrctc forms_ In the 
later p 巳riod which will be discussed in thc ncxt chaptcr, the role of powcr is ~omewhal 
different: po帆 er \\地l~ u~ed 10 a只 uinst anolh巳r power 

To sum up、 lifc rcHcctcd in thc 已 lrlicr vcr~iom of th已出 storic~ wa~ ks~ 

叩plllSl1caT已 d "口ù bcalHifuli孔 it:，clf Bc心IU~εboth human bcil1εanù non-hum叩 bcmgs

exprc的cd lheir dcsirc to li寺 C 011 thc carth as mcmbcr~ of thc human racc for a longcr 
p巳rioJ 0]" lilll己

Chaptcr 'fwo: Yen-Î Novels 

1. Defi.niüO fJ 

f=" idioll ln ils bl 印ldcs1 dclïnition can bc catcgori7.cd in many way\ dcp 己 nding lll1 

wh斗lm巳a札nemcnl is adoplcd and what purposc i~ aimcd aL [n r已gard to forms 0/ 
lil c: ral urc the group wc c: xamincd in thc f訂 ~t ch叩tcγ ，1l1d thal of tll1~ chaptcr arc of 
cmirdy diffè I\:nt kinds_ Yct in our cnquiry of pcoplc'~ w已lt叩5chalwng. it i~ _j ust泊的Jc

tO pl lT thC rT1 togelhcr awJ comparc. Th巳 noveli~t's tenÙC l1 cy to re\ 叫 1 their conccpt 
üf life and ~ocicty' \\a~ the ~arne while 1h 巳 forms in which th~y exhibi1ed th己 ir id 巳us

\vcre ùillcr巳 n 1. 111 my opimon , di叮叮 ent TC 已 hnolog丸。f communicat lO n highlyιontn 
buted to th己已liffcrcncc of fO r11l5. In olhcr word~ thc first group of storics in chap1er 
onl 、 '-as müstly 門rally dcliv C!'cd and the scωnd g l"O Up、 in this chaptcr, was a l1 printed 
when pri口ting tcchnology anù the pricc of papcr m斗d巳 the publication 01' lïction 
po~~il了lt:. Thi~ cxplains why \H' finù nU Jl1 crous ùil ï'erent 、盯 siom of each story of th(; 
fint gruup 址nd llluch IIlUTe kngthy a口d ùetaileù n斗rrati、 c、 in the s巳 cond group 
Thanks to thc inve Iltor~ 0 1' mo、 ablc printin扎 Wt' h斗\"e inh巳ritcù 010 巴 10 1' our ancc~tor\， 

bcst 1) ovcls. BLtt b已 cau~c of thc numerou~ quantlty of thc ~tori巳 s that could bc 
qualitïcù into thc s己 cond group and becau~c of thc kngthy' narrativc of cach of lhcm , 
it i~ illlpos~ibl巳 10 gl\已出巳n thc pncfc~t 叫1Illl1ary 01'斗 ny 0 1' the novels cited in this 
c!lai1:cr. Thc內心目 1 mu吼叫ntcnt with ju 叫 listing thc more 叫nific 叩 t worh 011 thc 
nexl J1il 已C

1 shall call th1S 已 roup of 叭。rk~ )吋-i novch (演義小說). It is ca"icr to datc thc 
pcriod of lhi心 group Thc carlic~1 Srè 巳 III to appc品r at tbc latc Sung , and thc J削 C5t

in 1:斗 rly rh'inr; Jt COFU, a pcriοQ jrom 叩proxirnatcly thc mid rhirtcct1J ccntury to 
lh巳 miù ~e\ 叩tccnLh 山 ntu叮 11 (nc]uùrè圳、 bat Mcng Yuan-lao (主正走 c.1147) 叫 lkd

historical noveh ( I持正小品) and ，hο tieh-ch 'i-erh ( N S注騎兵) in Nai Tc Wcn旦.，
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(配得22KE12 月 o ) terminolo的 fhc diffcrcncc bct\1iccn t1h;~t' lWll tC rIm 出ems

littlc. Th巳 formerωuld be inle叩reled (1:-. national history and lhc lilttcr would jUSl 
ccnter on a family (likc thc Hsuehs ilnd Yangs) or a single hero likc Y1feh Fei ( 品f-'t ) 
的UO 5叫一戶n (說 分)叫ld hsuο \1'u-tai ( γ〉五代) arc a I 旨o illcluded in this gruup 
Thc Chinese Ch(l rilct叮 h\l./υ( 仗)“ellls tO IT1 can Ihat thcsc w巳r巳 α叩ics kept by 
profc必lOnal ~lo門 tdkrs. LII Hsun has pointcd Ol泌的盯仰 'uan-hsiang 5叫一似的 chi

p 'ing-hlla ( 全相三崗石平話) v,,'as printcJ with pic\ltrc~ on 巳 a-:h uppcr hillf pagc 
lherefore il w斗、 al50 uscd to 巳 nl巳 rta in lho間 \vho could r巳 ad 13ut llW孔〉口OV巳h wnh 
thc charιlctcr~ yen-i attachcd to thcír titlcs writtcn during and after thc Ch ïng perio c] 

do 可ung h~uan-ho i-slnh 
sui-hu chuan i<: 話午↑早年

yen-i novels 

2 , ch'uan-hsiang 泣ll1-kuo chih p'ing-hua 辛刊三國 5平詰

也n-kuo ycn-i 三呵出義
丰 3. s叩-sui p'ing-yao chuan (1 ó2日) 滋 '1 技恃

4. yin-kl chuan 英民啤

5. feng-sbcn yen-i 斟「沖出控

* (j 阻n-pao t'ai-chicll hSl-yang chi t'ung 叫 ycn-l 三望本主主叫洋~::2通俗謊"

* 7 hsuo t'ang 款占

* S. liang-chin ycn-l 玖且也喜
9. chcng-h~i ch'uan-chuan 主告悼主

10 , chcng-hsi ch'uan -chuan í t.C. AÎ 全博

1 1. liang. 叩開 chihμhuan 兩三;;:' ，，，"\俾

* 12. wu-hu p'mg-h弓IElE 司、阿

高手 writ\ C';1 in Ming 

like nan-shih yen-i ( 而史 t，t .r'~ ), pei-shih yen-i ( .:~史前品)址nd h l1 ng-y叫g yen-z 
(以做 i，ii 是) etc. should bc cx c\ud叫 due 10 iln cl1tHely dlffcrcnt 1lll'llt:ll ~dting 

o[ lhc allthor~ w!üιh 1 ~hall di~cu的 \a lcr in this cllilpt巳r

1 do not usc j hc connnicnt tcrm “ historic~ll novel于 h巳 ca\l叫 it fails to mark 
ilnother imporlanl a~pcct of thc novcb. Thcsc work~ ar巳 111 n叫 m巳 mythical' a~ \V cll 
as hislorica l.. ;-"，10叫 of the hcτoc~ in thesc lnsto f1cal nov L' ls (likc Yueh Fei and Hsuch 
Tmg-san) WCI 巳 in th Clr nalu凹 a comb叭叭的n of Illankind dnd non-hllman bcing o[ 
hc江lvenly oriι111. Thc powcrs thcy p055c~sed wcre abo 斗 cOlllbinatio l1 of 盯1ythical

Illagic ( ('11 永甘、力) and h叮O iC， 1了 hy~lcal f'orcc (晃悠勇式). lt 1~ this duali月 m 扎扎 t urc 
of lhe sc叩ncl group 0 1' nυvcls that links thc fir吼叫d third grOllp o f' \vorks prcscnted III 

Ihi呵呵 llldv Lu l-/.\1川 putjeng-.\heng yen-i ( 風呵 1此義) a nd san-pαο T'αi- r-/lien 11的 WI1}i

chl ['Img-slw yc t! -i ( 二:r:f Â\， 卅 11:1 凶的泊義) undcr I hc catq;ory of "no、 cb of 
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εocl ~ ,wcl devih" Yd historical llcrocs iind tbCH ad\'cnturcs \v巳rc [0 且 gr臥It extent 
involvcd in thcsc lwo books , !n thc dcfinition of thc prcscn1 吼叫y ， feng-sheng yen-i 
( ,1,:r;1, 111!' l'支持) and san-kuo yen-i ( 三 1.0'( /J1 義) 3re ()f 1hc same group 1 己 llir】 g U~ the ~iimc 
message: ~omè a~pccts of COJl1 mon p叩阱's \vel1anschauung mainly at il1ing pcriod 

2. The Link between the firsi group and the second Group 
In onl巳 r 10 justify thal thc t1,','o groups wcre rc1atcd despitc the [act thal thcy 

appcar in differcn1 for口h of lit巳raturc J shall prcscnt son> c cxalllplc 巴

In da-sung hsu.an-ho i-.\hih \ 太太刊和撞事) app叫rcd at thc tur l1 o[ Sung and 
Yuan) thc thirty-凹 h巳ro巳 5 \I/crc calkù genèrak,tars ( 4. 柄). They \vcrc lhirty-six 
~tar~ 0 1" ri叫卸的g Hall (天里空) in t11巳 h叭叭 C孔，1Od wcrc ~cnt to thc CQrth by God 
()n carth Th巳y appeared a~ lhe lcadcrs of ba l1 dits alld latcr 的 mi1itary offi此間 who

叫legedly put down thc rebc l1 iO l1 s launchcd by Fang fa (六將)， 1"'ien 昂 r (出虎)

山1cl Wang Ch'in ( I IS~). A.gain it should bc note c1 that \vhethcr th 巳 n盯rative~ are 
historically lruc or not i~ 1101 the l.j ucst o[ th巳 prcscnt stuùy 

Sui-h l1 chuan ( 水晶 W ) d已ve!oPèd 1he sallle story and cnlarged ih narrativcs and 
also rnaint,lincd tlll~ th巳me of the h巳avenly origin of 1he haocs , According 10σ叩u

Liang-kun~早已 it was generally belie哥叫 that Lρ Kaun-chung wrote this novel in one 
hundred chapter~. bcginning 叫 ch 1,',' ith SO IllC mylhical prearnble then in thcι'hia-chin 

p巳riod (1522-1ξ (6) K l1() lls r.m ( 手IJi寄i~ ) rcprintc c1 thc work, cutting out th巳 prcarnble治

and 1己的 ing lhe lllain lcxt only.' 可 S4 Th巳 cutting of 1hc~c mythical prca :rnbles is by 
Ib巳 lf a very important cluc to the changè 0 1' th巳 P己oplc's psychc. sS 

ln thc !ïrst chapt巳 r of r }t 'uan h.\iang 也n-k110-chih p'ing hlw ( 全相 間志平話)

thc hcavcnl :,r' C坤d (who was the grand fath巳， olι'h ih-nu ( 假 0: ) \\' 江、 lh巳re judging 
wordlya叮叮r~. 1 he 叫組 was ra1h巳 r intercsling. Thc ~弓 ul of Uu l'ang, thc first cmpcror 
of the llan ])yna~ly，引出間nL back to thc carlh 10 becomc thc j出temp巳ror. So were 
thc ~o Ll ls of tho 心1，'，'ho hclpc cJ him in his struεglc lo th巳 thronc and wer巳巳vcntually
killc c1 by him (I. iu Pang) a[tcr hi~ 可uccc~可 s. Only this tirne the:v w巳rc to split the Liu 
Pang's cmpirc as aγ凹 cngc

(了 encral Yueh Fei was a hawk who guard 己 d 13uddha in th己 W叭1ern H巳 aven. His 
üppOll巳 nL wa、 a clragon (or ~nak巴). Thi~ buddhi~t hawk 1，'，'出 de lT1 0lcd to thc carth 
(清到下水) becausc ]lc killed an mnoccnt in h己 aven. fIsueh P'ing-kuei ( í($ /;、實)
叩d his 的 n wcre heavenl~l l.igcr~ (鬥 l兒里)， [he powcrfu 1 1凹的t masLcr \\'ho appc叫 cd

il1 San 划'P'哩 yao ch l1an ( 三道 -:15. !y(; t 且) was an old fux. fhe 、lory 0 1" Chu Ylωη­
chm池， (失元璋) in yin-!ieh chuan ( 英烈傳) is vcry illustra tÌvc to th巳 thcJl1 c o[ 泊的
clwpt巳1

'Thc !lc3venly God (主主) had takcn his s巴 at. Al1 tl1C deitie, \vent forward to p可 lheir

rcspect. Thc Go c1 sωd ， ιThings on the carth arc very cuniüsing rescntly. TllC pcople 
aTC 叩 ffenng. Wbat should we do lo lhcse cvil spuitsF A m切的tcr steppcù 011t and said , 
已 l 叫 11 hc on duty ncxt ycar in chargeof the carth ln Jl1y opmi叩也已 war ， ÙO nol stop 
lllainly bccause therc j, no h叫y empcror hom lo Ù1C canh I think \vc should 泊 Iccr

a rigl1 tcous family and Ùlcn give it 吐lC holy haby ," Thc God ， aid勻 I agrcc , but al1 thc 
emperoTs were sent fr叫.ll the star,. lf wc want to unile Ù1C carÙl WC shoulù al叮叮ηd

dOWll a ,lar. \Vhich ()ne of" yO\l is ,willing 10 go d()\',:n th巳 re?"' Hc askcd 呵am 叩 d again, 
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出 r nu onc answered him. The God said angrily ,‘ Huw can y叫出ar 10 sce the cunfusion 
()f thc lower lcvc1 (下界)" ! have asked four or flvc timcs and nobody make可 a sound 
Though ,you would temporarily fall do、'" (0 位1e dusly world, you would come back 
soon. 50 why he,italc like ihat?" Upon hearing thlS , the Golden Boy 也ld the Jade 
]I;!aiden who 盯ood on eithcr sidc of the God smilcd to e 主ch other. The God asked at 
叩cc， "\'ihy arc yuu smiling? 1 shall send you two to the ear出 You wllj be the omperor 
and queen , Don'l say 00. 1 \1 詛咒nd you down by the ninth month next ycar." Whcn 
也e two de c1 ined agaio and again , Ul巳 God 旭d，“ So you Jrc afraid [0 suffcr duwn lhe昀!
1 shall 、enuother slars down tohelp.' “ 
Many fairies who appeared in the later v 己rsions of “ Tung Yung" and "Lαdy 

White" also appeared in feng-sheng yen-i anù other yen-i noveh. It ~eωns to mc thc 
actors who played in these dramas werc stlll th巳 same (The samc God and thc samc 
fairics); what h斗s b，巳n changeù is the author's re口cction of thc world. l: nlikc thc 
fairics of the fjr叫 group， thcse deities came to 1be arth through the bocly of women 
Thercforc thcy bccame a combination of mankind and hcavcnly being (fair1') 

3. Family vers巴特 Political group 
[l h出 be巳 n mcntioncd in chapt巳r cne that thc nuclear family wa~ thc basic un.it 

of lifc , and faγnily life was t l1巳 most impcrtant part 01' earthly life. Bu t in thc ~econd 
group of novcls , thc roles of family and famil1' life changcd rathcr drastically. Family 
life \vas by no means consid 巳red the most importa訓， hcnce 1t could be 19nored or 盯叩
s<J crificed for other rea叩ns. Thc m8.trimcnial d1'ad between husband and w1fe no 
longcr appcared a~ domLnant as in thc first group. Th巳rc arc many c.as巳~ illustrative of 
this changc. l-"ollowing are 叩me of them 

a. Ca~~ in San-kuοymz( 三闢揖i 義)

Ma f1 iagc of convcnicnce w泣鬼 not <J t a1l unCllmmon in san-kuo yen-i. Cha~tity w扎S

not vcry much cxtollcd but was subject to manipulation of political tactics , Tia()一ι l!'l.ln

( .-j掛 chapMH) 的e -;am:)日 s beauty 'v'/:';'S c::-::ùly üscd cV 凶ducc ;11 比l"nal conflic: 
bclwcen TU I1;s Chuο( 草卓) and h1S adopt巳 d ~on Lu PU ( 呂布)到1C Sllcccssfull1' 

made Lu PU kil1 Tung Chuo by making love to hoth of them. The m8.n \\'110 engillccrcd 
lh的 plot was praised with (l po巳m at th巳 end of the chapter. Nobody h a.s evcr ques 
t10n巳 d the cha :i tlty ()f this famou:. bcauty Onc often lïnds hcr picture 0 :1 [oday's 
cakndar~. 闊orality has noγoom in .I"l.ln-kuo yen-i. 1h巳 onl1' value extollcd lS the 
obligatlOn and loyalty helVv'巴巴n thc mcmbers of thc samc politic a.J group , ln the fnst 
chapter of cf! 'uan hsiang san ku() chi p'ing hua , the Cou wanb cv叫y-hody to know 
that Liu Pang was pum~hed bec 泣 u~e hc failed to observe this oblig,llion 

Sun ( 布 'uan ( 孫恍) arrangèd for his si5ter to marry Liu Pei ( 劉伯) onl)' bccausc 
,)'un wantcd to imprison (ur ki1l 1f necc 可叫 ry) Liu Pei. Nothing wa~ mcntÎoll巳 d cithcr 
timc whcn Uu Pei heard 1hc nC V;lS 0 1' thc dcalh 0 1' hi~ two wivcs. Onc of tJlcm dicd 
in protcctinεhi~ son ìVhcn hc rcccivcd thc dcath nc\、~ 0 1" hi可 tw。“ brD thcr~" (Kuang 
Yu and Chαng J'凹) cach time he threw hi叮叮cjf tc the groun cJ cυcd bilterly Llntil he 
wa 馬 unCO L1 SC1OUS. \Vhat a slTong contrast: /\. prctty lNidcow was pcrsu且dcJ lo IJlarry 
anothl'I rnan , the man nofmcd angrily bcc叫 se he hall political obligations a much 
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more important life goa l. When Chao Yun handed over Liu Pei's son A-tou , whom 
Chαοha吐 r(;scue且 in thc b叫tle field at the risk of his ow立 life. Liu Pei thr的" th巳 baby

to the ground bccause carrying the child endangercd Chao's life. The dyad of political 
brothcrhood \vas thc strongest, not that of father and son 

b. Fan Li-hua ( 主題梨花) in Cheng h5/ chuan cll1叫l(ff. ES 全博)

The dyad bet1,'.'een uaughter 叩d father , sistcr and brother w巳曰 not much bcttcr 
th叩 that of husband al吋 wife. Fatc (侮) which was arranged by Heaven (or God) , 
1,'.'as more important and pu 1,'.'erful than fiJial piety 

Fan Li-h~叫， and alien beauty 1,'.'ho mastered taoist mythical po1,'.'er was tolù by her 
taoist teacher that she wa :o. fat巳 d to marry a T九mg gneral Hsueh Ting-san ( 薛了山)，
who alreauy had t1,'.'o wives 1,'.' hcn she first met him 、Nhen the t仇。 came to meet each 
other on rh巳 battle ficld. shc caught him three ti凹的， cach time letting him free after 
he made an cath that hc would marry he r. Each time , he brokc the promi~c. When the 
comr了1ander in chief, the g叩叮a1' s father , heard the rep。此， hc was told rhai this was 
the great fo rTunc of the empero r. If this girl ~hould servc in the T'and army, she 1,'.'ould 
be of great valuc in putting down the west叮n rebcllions. Hence the adviser was.scnt as 
the matchamker. Meanwh i1e , Fan Li-hua returncu to h叮 castle and told her fathcr that 
the 巳nemv had becn defeatcd. Th己 old general was pleased. Then the babarian beauty 
aùded，“Fath叮 My taoist tcacher tuld mc that 1 am fatcd to marry this man. At first 
I \va~ afraid thal this man might be v 巳ry ugly. Today i havc 可een him on the battk 
field. Hc i~ very handsome and also 、 cryεood in the art of fighting (玄學). There 
forc 1 did not kill him , 1 1,'.'as afraid to go agaimt my master's order. llet him go and 
1 believc that he \v i11 send for us tomorrow. 1 wish that you would agrce th前 we

should be a vassal to th巳T'ang üynasty." Upon h 巳arlng this, th巳 old g巳ncral 祖id in 
extreme ang己rJιYou shameless woman! Marriage is always dccided by thc parents 
It is of no use to spare your life." Th己n he drcw his sword and brought it ovcr her 
head. She spranεaway to escape the deadly blow. At 1ast whcn there \vas no room to 
escape , shc drC\v her sword to dcfend herscl f. The old warrior 1，'.' as 己:vcn morc cnraged 
he shouted. "You dar己 to k i11 your own father?" Just when he launched another 
trcmendous b1ow , hi~ foot slìppcd on thc f100r and his throat fcll upon the beauty早已

引\'ord. He fell and dicd. Her t1,'.'o brothεrs rushed in 1,'.'ith s1,'.'ords in hands. 1t 50 
happcned that shc hacked thcm to death in fighting. Later thc girl told hcr mother 
“ Mother, my father and brothcrs \\'ere dead. I shall nOl Jet you 叫ffer. We must bury 
由己m firs t. Jf Hsueh Ting-san should know th的， the m通rriage would be impossibJc " 
Then she surrcndercd thc gate to the T' ang army next day. The wedding cercmony 
was ordered on the ~ame day o[ h叮 sur問ndcr. Everybodyexc己pt Hsueh Ting-san 1,'.'as 
happy about the marriage. When the coupl巳 were left alone in their chamher at nig圳，
H.\ueJιaskedιAll the fricnds and Telaü、 es havc come to the ceremony, could 1 的k
why that your father and brothcrs did not ~ho 1，'.' up today') "“They 、vere sick." she 
replied. Hsueh said, “ 1 don't belì的 e it. Vic wi11 be hu扎了叩d and wife only if you 
c1arify the matt亡r firs t. otherwise , 1 am leaving now." Fan Li-hua blushed in great 
巳 mharras~mcnt and she thought,“The fact would comc up anyho1,'.'. Sinc巳 the

ccremony is over , 1 ~hall tell him the truth." Aft巳r he叮ing lhe story , H.川的 drew his 
sword and thcy had a ficrce figh t. Thc other two wives rushed in , once pullcd away 
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Hsueh and the other grasped Fan. Hsueh was latcr told by his father "You must go 
back to her 叩d apologize ot I shall punish you in accor由nce with m盯tial-law. " 
Hsueh then was beaten and jailed becau~c he insisted on goi月 against his father's 
order. F(削 Li-hua }eft in tears an吐 wcnt back to her taoist teacher. In thc mountain 
hcr tcachcr told hcr why 也ew出 fated to m叮叮 Hsueh. Fan .and Hsueh were in fact “1e Jade Máidcn and Golden Boy who scrv己d the Heavenly God (玉皇). At one of 
thc birthday parties (of th巳 H巳avcnly Queen), both of them carelessly brokc some jad巳
and crystaJ. The God was angry and was about to punish them. Thc old fairy of the 
South Pole eXplained that they brokc thesc treasures bccause they were thinking about 
worJdly affairs (哩!凡) (a term which strongly refers to matrimonial life). Th叩 he

suggested “1 wish your Majesty would pardon them and sen吐 them down as a 
punishmen t. Let them marry each othcr in accordance with their fate" Hsueh later 
in the story had to apo!ogize in u vcry humiliating WQy bec垃use the Dynasty nee吐ed
h巳r help. There werc many marriag0s in this novel , yct very few , if not none at all 
lovc stories. Each marriagc 執行as openly u此d either to repay a dcbt or to enroll a 
general (fcmale mostly) for thc imperial army. Political ends wcre the most common 
and lcgitimate reaso llS that caused a weddinεEven aphrodi~iacs could be lcgitimately 
used if nccessary.56 

It should be pointed out hcre that Fan li-htlαs father's death due to falling upon 
her sword seems rathcr suspicious. There are other versions saying that she simp1y 
killed her fathcr and brothers inten!ionally because she w臼 told Hsueh would marry 
her only if she did tha t. 

c. Pei-sung chih chuan ( ~t 女在傳) and Yang chia chiang y，叫 i (楊家將出義)

This kind of patricide pattern cpisode was not limited to Fan Li-hua's story alone 
It was an important model plot of the yen-i novels. Strangely cnough , according to my 
obsc凹 ation ， the' protagonists of this cpisode wcre particularly popular in women's 
circles. 57 But the farnily k il1ing episode has ofte J1 been carefully revised or totally cut 
out when reprinted. The story that Fan μ hua accid叩tally k il1ed hcr fathcr was 
probably the product of a revi~ed edition Thc ~tory of Mu Kuei-yi月( 1里桂英)

presents another examplc. According to a Ch'ing edition which sti11 printed a Ming 
prefacc, the story goes like th的

In attcrnpt to defcat the babarian general Hsia() T'ien-chο ， a dragon、 the Sung 
gcnerals needed a picce of dragon wood (降龍水)， to produce a mystic weapon. The 
wood was grüwn in the castlc of a group of bandits. Whcn Mu Ku臼-y間， the chicf 
of the bandits, caught the Sung gcneral Yang Tsung-pao ( 1晶宗俱)， instcad of k il1ing 
him shc wanted to marry him. Yang Thought,“\Vhat 1 want is the dragon wood. If 
1 don't acccpt her propo阻 1 no\\' , 1 would no[ only not get the wood , 1 might a1so 105e 
111y lifc. I sha11 accept the proposal first and then see what to do Jater." Mu Kuei 
ying was pleased when whe heard that her proposal was acc e: pted. Shc feastcd the 
yound general and sent him back to his camp. y，的惚's fathcr was angered by his son's 
d巳cision. The old gencral put Yang Tsung-p似) und巳r detention. The reason \vas that 
vvhile serving onc's country , onc should 110t consider any personal passion. \Vhile in 
prison , Yang told his friend genera1 Meng Liang、“Only you can understand me. It 
is ccrtainly to the advantage of the whole 盯my if we can havc someonc like Mu Kuei 
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J' in to help u凡 Pleasc 10 see he r. first 出k for dr且gon \vood. Sccond , a~k 11巳r to comè 
and hdr】 U~ Meng l.lclivcrcd t l1 c mcs~age and was rcfuscd. Whcn hc tried to co即 mcc

her, /'rlu rcplicd, "00 you wλnt to know how sh旺p s\V ord i~?" .. l1eng thcn ~aid to 
hiIll sel f. ι If 1 don't ake cxtremdy drastic action , ~hc will nol comc with mc" Sc 
he waited until dark and then sel Mu's castle on firc. Whilc lhe handih WèTe trying to 
put out 自己 r"巳 λ1eng went in to th巳 cas11e and killed j1，lu、 family (在小) and 1hc11 
t1巳 d wi1h the dragon wood. At first 1I4u \vant巳 d to takc r凹巳nge ， hut final1y ~l1 c ùccid巳 ù

[0 叫rrcnd叮 and marry Yan ,r;.sx A戶lin in other 恐 cr~lons l[ 1 、 Mu hcr呵lf who killed 
thc wholc farnily. "l hercfor巳 1 doubt that this vcrsion h叫斗Iso heCll rcviscd. Y c l. in 
a 195 的 cditionι Yang-chia ζ hiall，r; Y l'n-l', f! \'1αο T'ien-ch() is no IllOlT rcf 巳 rfcd to as 
a dr <lgon. I he family killing 巳 pisode 帆<l~ [olallv cul uu t. M凹Ig ~ct tllc casllc on !ïrc 
only to lak巳 th巳 dnl g:on wood 

d. Thc casc in Jt!u-hu ρ 'in，r; h.\i ( Tí. ，U己小內)

ln thc ~tOïy ()f gen Cl"al Ti Ch 'ing ( 非尺高 ). ncarly onc fourth o[ the novd is contri­
butcd to thc babar Í<叩 princcs<; Pa-paοflil (九貴手I: ). S1h; mct Fi C.h 'ing on lh己

hattlcficld, caught Inm with 11CT m)htic wcapon ( i 反革1 ) and wuntcù tO fll <l rry hin) 
日ut to scrve thc Clllp巳ror and carry ou1 his mi5叫)n wa~ Ti Ch ing's only conccrn 
Princcss Pa-pao \vas decply in lO\' 己 Wllh Ti Ch 'in,r; whi1c Ti onl~/ married hcr [or othcr 
rC <l sons. Hc coldly dccchcd I1 cr :md aT last lcft lle1' In Ti Ch'infi\, mind th己re \vas 
only on巴巴oal - to fulfill 11ls Jll i~Slυn for the clllperor. Ti Ch'ing' 、 psyche during his 
hU I1C',.'moon period is 01' cxtreme illlcr巳 st

Thc cüuple cllallcd for a while 削 d the d勾心rned dark. 111C court maids se鬥 cd lhc 
υrdinary ni在ht fe且 sr Jnd they had a fcw d口nks ， .\1 已anwhlie ，可 ï Ch'ing's body w,\', in 山n

已x trcmely com I"ürtahlc cnvi ronmen t, ye lltis ,oul was in profound misery .,9 

5月ring hc 研仙ltCJ to take a nap. fi 口1 ïng scn t al1 the rnaiJs ü叭，md slartcJ to scarch for 
ùle prillCCss', 111抖t1c weap叩 s. (法正t). When he caIl1e to 也已由irù chest, hc found 
thcm righ t 山 crc ， \'hinking that it was nol fair to l~ke 由em ， he just hid th己附ap ons 111 
"巳l:rC 1 placι ln 且 grcal hurry hc sic/ed ]li 、 own I訂戶uc \'而且.püm and opcncd the door 
Thc rnaids a必cJ 八rcrd you going tu ta,kc a nap My lürd'l" l[c l'epheù , "j couldn't 
自己P '\J ow, 1 \\aTI I 10 go out for a whilc. [shall retum SOOIl. lì lhc princes<;ω峙， SJy 1 
alll ,tlO !llllg ， Olllehwcre 扎ear旬， c]1H; !lla1 Ù S山 4ιPlcasc rcturn early." Henod由d叩d

\\/cnt 0111 für his hür<;e anJ arrnur. TI1C guards hastily handcù 削cr his 缸mor and 惱keù

‘ \ly lord, do y'"ou necJ mc f"or comp且y today呵 " Ti ch 'mg said, "-";ow t11all1mow my 
W吟 and llle hunting 但他丸 1 Jon't think 1 n巳ed yαi 胡ymorc." 1h叩 hc ['(叫c ()u t. On 心e

叭句、 hc sighcd and 巴山 d to hirns己 l f. ι Thc plinc、， s' Lovc is indeed wa l"m and sincerc. Yet 
today 1 h3問 10 t'or<;ake he r. lt is not ùlall have nü f"celing ar lliL It1S bccause a 11lan \!,rho 
livcs m lhe wυrld ll1USI bc lüyal tοhi~ king and fililli to his parcnts. liow car>[ simpJy 
beíray 111y empcrOl 2nd forget abαlf my lIl OÙ1Cr. llow can 1 just slay hcrc and i且 ùulgc

my巴clf 1I1 thh happ}' alLen counlly! .... P日"ιcss ， 1 hυpc my leaving will nol hun yüu tοo 
!ll uch , '的

Whcn the princ巴"， caughl up WiÙl hiJ)1 at lhe bO l'der , bc SJid. "Now, [rnusr tc Jl you 甘心
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tnllh. 1 was born in the centralland (中原之地) ，吋 myanc的tors have 加en servmg 
1he Sung Empire for generations. Every one of 也e family has a royal 阻d noble rewrd. 
When 1 was in my chll尬。od， 1 deter了nincd that 1 sh凶ld serve my c叩ntry whole heartily 
1 surrendered, yet it was not what 1 really wanted to do. 1 married you only to buy me 
time and this chance. My body is here , yet my heart is in Jhe centrall阻 d.' ， 61

These statcmcnts make it clcar that a man's choice bctween a woman's love and 
his politîcal obli名叫îon was the latter 

巳 tv'a-cha în Feng-sheng yen-i 
The last episode I sha11 cite i5 the 5t曰nge story of l\'a-cha ( 臨時) and hi5 father 

Li Chin (主靖). iVa-cha was the forceful disciple of a taoist fairy T'ai-i chen-jen (太
乙真人). He was scnt to the carth (through a woman's womb) to help the Chou Gl郎
(理京) in their conquest against thc last king of the Yin Dynasty. The personal 
background of Li Chin is a1so il1ustrative to our enquiry. Li Chin who also knew some 
mystic magic (五行遲早1; ) w的 thc disciple of another taoist mastcr. But it was dif­
ficult for h1m to rcach metamorphosis , thcrcfore he was sent from 咄e mountain to 
serve King Chou of Yin and was alloweù to enjoy worldly blessings , '-(辜受人生之富
貴). It should be noted herc that this indicatcs two different leve1s of value. The 
highest goal w臼 metamorphosis. The second one was worldty blessings (富貴). In 
othcr words thcre was something better than secu1ar life , yet secular life had valu巳 m
itsel f. 

By nature Na-cha had a very forceful character. When he was scven years old , hc 
kill巳d the dragon king'~ son and hi5 spirit guard. J-Ie also woundcd the dragon king 
himself \vhen the Jattcr wcnt to appeal to the court of the Heavenly God. Before long 
he killed a studeJl t of anothcr fairy (who was a stone spirit) and woundcd another 
The dragon kings of the four sea~ cventually madc their appeal and came to arrest 
λla-cha's fathcr and mother. Thc way that ,/\.la-cha's mastcr taught him to cxtricate 
his parcnts from trouble was very strangc. Hc told the dragons 已One should b巳 held

responsiblc only fcr his own actio l1. Sim己 it is 1 who k il1ed dle spîrît and the dragon, 
1 shall rcpay it v.- ith my hfe. In order to “ disassociate" myself from my parents, 1 
sha l1 now return my flcsh and bones and intestines etc. to my parents in front of you 
From now on 1 shall havc nothing to do with them." Thc dragon king replied, "That 
sounds fair enough; at lcast you can save your parcnts and bc a filial son." Then ,Va 
cha drew his sword , scraped down his own flC5h from the bones anJ took out the inner 
parts of his body and let loose his sou l. His mother c'ollect巳d the fragmenls of his body 
and buried them. Acting in accordancc with his master'5 instruction , his soul managed 
to per5uade his mother in her dream to build a temple with a gold p圳、ted statuc of 
him in i1. Thus with people's worship of him , he could rec研er his body gradua l1 y 
UnfortunateJy. after six months、 Li Chin found out 8bout it. Because 九la-cha had 
caused him so much trouble , the angry father smashedλra-c h'5 5tatuc and bumt thc 
temple. With the help of help of 51-"\: months worship , Na-cha注目ul managcd to fly to 
his tcachcr's mountain and comp1ain about it 

His teach臼's comment is rath叮 interesting. The righteous taoi5t master said, 

“Li Chin's action is unjustifiabJe, since you have given him back bones and [lesh ,' 
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Th巳 n with hi~ almost unlimiled nwgic powcr he rc加 il1 iVa-cha a cven morc hand~omè 
:md forceful boùy with 1\vo lotus flowers anù thr己巳 lcav巳s. The taoist master said to 
him , "1 am sorry lhat Li Chin has smaslled your body 刊 l'v'a-cha replieù “Ma~t臼\1 y

hearl cannot rest wi1hout r巳vcngc." Thcn thc m出1巳 r gavc him morc mysric we泊pons

illld SCllt him to U Chin 
\V h已n Na-cha carnc to Li Chin 's housc , hc ~hou ted,‘Li Chin , you comc outi " 

The guard、 1m日lediately reported to Li ChiηJιThe thirù young巳r lord i~ out there \vith 
tVv o wheds with fire undcr his fcct il1H.l a 叩已 8r also wi t.h fir己 in his nanù. He is yclling 
my lord , youγ D<.lll1 è. WhaT should wc ùo? "Thcn the fath巴r and son had sevcral fights 
each ti.11l c Li Chin had 10 rlln for hi、 lifc with .Na-cha chasing at 1he back. Finally 
Li Chin was rcscucd h~/ Buddhλand another laoist master. Strangcly cnough , not a 
singlc fany or huddlla except j\.'a-cha's lJfother denounccd .Na-cha for wanting to kill 
hi~ fath巳r. although evcnlually Na ι ha \vas for臼d lo r巳cognize U Chin a:-. his father 
vα cha is one 01' thè moSl il.llportant dietic~ (probably th c: 111051 well knmlm figure) 
in the novc l, yc1 the author arrangcd f"or him to bccomc disassociatcd frorn his parcnls 
曰“t and l11<:n portr斗ycù him a~ wanting to kill his f,llher. \\'11.::n J\α-cha askcd for 
justice , his brothcr rctort己d，也 rh.::rc j" ncvcr an llnjusüfiable fathcr llnder thc ~ky 
(大「知;又是之父). This ~t (l lcrnenl sounds highJy ironic to lllè. Som t: on巳 suggc:-.ted

that thi~ 址ory is based on 11rl~ conflict bclwccn lhe carly Ch ïng gcncral I1sang Kο hsi 

(向I.II 1':: ) anù his son ffsang Ch的 h\.in ( 的]之 1日). It i~ nol llCCC~札lrily ↑ rue when we 
look at all lhcsc family breakinιstones toεcthcr 

Iηthc first group of stori的!嗎'c find f斗milya扎扎lmost unhrcakable U1l1t. 1hc son 
had decp conccrn for hi~ parcnb (Tung Yung甘心的c). The fathcr had d巴巴p co江cern

about h的 daughl.cr (Dr 峙。n King'~ c扎扎巳). 1 hc ltu~b (l lld and wif巳 unit \va~ v 巳ry diffi叩II

to break. God and 11aturc wne th巳 only cxicrn凶 1 pmvcrs [hal C(川ld brcak the 
rnatrimonial atolll. A旨斗 '0η1ra~ t. in thc 只ccond group \V C find intc叮l (l] con f1 icl d.: 
velop巳 d wlthin thc farmly. ;)aughlcr:-. wanlcd [0 gct rid of lh巳ir falher and broth己 rs
for the sakc of thcir own marriage. llusbands not only had no CorlC èI江 for thcir 
WIVC丸 thcy coldly us c:: d lhcm for p\)litic址l 巳 od旨 fhough th巳叭叭巳S 111 mo ,>t cases still 
had dcep p叭SlO n for thcir husb:叫(b ， y巳 t it lakes two-w卅 10\" c to form a strong uni t. 
Óth l.Ò rwi~è thc hu~band wa~ likclv to run awa 、 like lï Ch'ing did. Thercforc. it .lll ight 
bc juslifi油lè [0 :-.a)' th叫 falllily w :t<; no lungcr thc basic unit as an objcct to ~crvc i日 thc

secon Ll group of !lmeh. \\/hal was se f\" ιd illst已垃d \vas a po1itical group - thc ~lalc 
()nc I11 lghl argue lhal 1h巳 rc w盯 e thCSl' mih tary famili巳 s like thc Hsueh.\' in T'ang 
<!nd thc Yangs in the Sung period. :'I1y intcrprc1atlon i5 that thcs巳 familic、 wcrc CO I1 

__idcred 址 S mam pO:-.ls sUPI叩rting thc 5lale. WithoUl由c state. th己 existcncc of thc恨
心mili出 would havc bcc叫nc mc叫n叫css. lf therc wa~ any conDict between thc 
famüy and the 叮叮e. J1 15 、 cry c1car that thc latlcr had a lJ th己 priori 1ies. Fathcrs want 
to kill 1heir ~om !'()r th己 sake of thc statc \"1出 1101 uncommon in thc~c novels 

l"he farnily breaking cphodc、 and thc justjfjcation 01" ob可 ious unfilial bchavior 
llWy worth further di~cu 可S1011. ln rnany prcfaccs of thc noveJs , thc pubJ的hCïS rnaùc i1 
clc盯 11wl thc~e novcls mcant 10 、hm".. pcoplc whal was 凹od and what was not good 
The na口 atl\- 巴、 rneanl lo l)l a l1l rc~t the 、 ignificallcc of loyalty and fili 且1 piety. l.t shoulù 
be beyond doubt tl叫 whatcV'::I 1h.:: pr凹O叫t已l恥n昀叫!惦泊 di泣【d v-/a品"印c且μaC吋d，叫'd 叫阿g

the pu bll 、hεr~ and 1hc rcadcr 汽凡 The ql山h'、110n 1山討 ho、w、， did this s巳cl叩11111拉叫lJi 泣 nli-fannlisr口m1立1 
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comc to conlr<tdict thc tr斗ditiomtl fumili'> tl1 (m Max 鳴。 bçr\ term) jn Qccordance with 
thc Confucian canonû 

ln this rcgard , \vc havc to bring social sLmcturè into thc piclurc. It is clear that 
these no、 ds hav 巳 rare1 y bccn recogniLed or clted by any schυ lJ. rs. Thc~c n。可 cl、 W 巳I巳

allegèdly l:巳 ing writlcn by ~om巳 dcgcnerated lilcrati \\'ho failcd tυmast巳r 1hc f:on 
JU Clan 八rb 八nd lhc ， torie~ v\"'crc uscd to cntcrtain the 11) a山的 \vho 、V巳 re m thc Imvcr 
lεvel of lh已 sucicly ， .Mυ叫 01" thcm wcrc ill-educatcd or non-educat巳 d. rh巳 pcoplc

who v\"orknl 10ward、。fficialdom would discard 甘le~C novcb \vit11 a 訂【lilc full of 
despitι1 hcreforc thcsc sloric~ circulated in a largc but r:J thcr cxclu仙 C b'T OUP thc 
mλ馬s ，己 s excludinεthe elitc. There should be a di-.tingmshablc difft::r etlcc bctw 巳 en thc 
family- concèpt of the elitc aηd that of thc less cducat己 d. '10 thc formn , [aIll ily wa~ 
an important politlcal agen t. One's po lI tical car已已 r was clu~ely related to the forlunc 
o[ hi 、 fλmily. To the lalter , famjly was 111已了已ly a na lUral L1孔 i1 of lif之 ScJlinιonc's 

wifc. daughter'、 and sons wa~ a ratlter common phcnomenOll in thc poor 何clm uf Ihe 
~ocictv. Thu~ thc conc巳pl of fä ll1 ily was rathcr 100、巴1I1 Llll~ ~cctor 八、 iolenL rhy~ical 

nιht bctwccn th 己 son and father happeneu llIorc likcly in a ~JT\ al l. poor worh;rs [汀 mi Iy 
than III a !arge rich family. 13c-.idcs, lïlial plcty was ()t1 C of tll 已 mo~1 111l1l 0rt :Jt1 t 
qualificatiom for govcrnment po~itions 久 nuihcr r巳lRtcd qU( 叫 Lon 1 、 if l1 0t fallll1bm 
\vily p且 trioti~m? Thc CVèr incr心Jsing [orcign mcrwce in th 巳 Sung pcriod and thc alien 
rule of Yuan ll1 ight have hcaviJy c 、 ntributed to 111e 0\0巳rwhclming '.patrioti泊m' and 
nat;onah~m" sccn in thc )'en-i no、 cls. Iî1巳 family had 10 gwc in [or thc polltlC凡 l

group - thc ~tate 

4. The Role of Power and Emperor 
Tn QlI thc llovcls of t]-lè ~cconcl grou扎 pO\VeT wa、 im Qr iabl)! dirC Clcd to servc a 

poliLical b'T叫p 仁 nlikc thc 叫orie~ m chapkr Ol1 C, rny 叫 ic powcr wa~ rarcly u 呵。 d 10 
m口ca~ç: productiV1 t:'l like Tung Yung\- wlfe did , O[ to crc川c wcal tlJ (l! r巳 cll}' lh~tory 

W址 s con~idcrcd tlle γcsull of thc coordina tion of fairic 、 (gods) and hcroc心 h己I"Ol1l吋

Many heroc~ w盯e born to thc c山 th solcly to [\l lfil hi治 mi~~i()n And thc I11 1S5ion \V a~ 
ahv，ly~ in ~upporling a ccrlain poli會 1叫 1 group 人α chαwa~ born jo 、亡?叫 Chοu clλn (l nct 
Ylleh Fei 10 ~upp\)rt thc Sung d、 ηλ吋)' Tn m:my cascs , to ~crvc the statc becillllc lhc 
only gυ“ 1 of li[巳

Since it \va :-, a polit.ical group fighting against anothcr 凹 OLl p ， l'oordmatio !1 bc 
lween lhc group mcmb l:r~ and leadcrship was ()f vital illlportance. 1 he w，叮 [0

gUilrantc巳 leadcTship wa~ uf 、 ital importanιc 1 hc \\'ay to gu 且 rantc已 lcadcrship 山， cl

coorc]川 utiün W<l S to manife 5l thc 可 alu 巳 of ‘ loyaìt y" and "right已 O l.L S obli只 alion" ( 
ft). The term yen-i" literQlly mcan~ to m ,Hl i f"e q lh l:“ ohli叫 "é泊" (or peho l1 al 

]oyalty-). fn da-\ï1ng 戶I'>uan-h() i-sfuh ( 火災三刊京事) the thirty 叭戶 11 ，;ral ~1ar~ 

\vcrc 5e1l1 d(內們 10 thc eaγth to realiLe and rnanifc叫Jo:yalty and righk()lI~ obligation 
(ZEF一J.~主義). Kuang KlI ng ( 闕公) in .\an- kL的 yen-l W山 r L'(_，;ar(kd j hc i 叫 carnatlOll

of lhesc two qualit;e~. Thc 扒門 1 chapt口 01 的l!iW-fl.l iμng sω l-I(1i(川 h i!lυ 'ing-hllo ( ~三

Fj 陶 77去/、~f; ) ma ll1fe~1可 the obligatioll of a politic址 J lcadcr tu hi~ ~L， pp o.rter可 lf ilc 
failcd to ob~crvc }li~ obligatioIl. he wa~ 划 bjccl lυpU l1l、hm l: nt by tlic h以t\cnlv C; od 
Uu Pang's 己 mpire WdS thu~ taken away from 1m family by th" Güd 

in ma的 novels ， thc placc whcre thc br()thcr~ (or b，mdü吋 hcld confcr,'ncc \v出
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oftcn calkd "l1u-i T叫" (控措立) 0'ι:hung-i T'ang ( ι 著常). ln this s ，~nsc thc 
characlcr 'j" can b己 translated as loyalty and obligation bctwccn co]l~aglJ es_ Loyalty 
was thc link tha t 1 己lates hroth臼~ of tbc sam巳 gc叫lp. 1n mllitaγy advcnturc , il was a 
nc臼s~ary co叫li lion Ie a已ing to 叫此 ess. Aftcr the lcadership was COnfinlled, the lead盯
would then claim himsclf king (揖五)， 1h己 n the rclation o[ broth巳rhood automatically 
changcd into loyalty- bc t\vccn king and v 出sals (忠守 t\ 凶之義). Kuang Kung once 
mcntio l1 cd hi~ rclationship \Vith !.iu Pei \VaS first of brothcrhood and th己n of king and 
vas~al (先兄弟碴君刊)_ His profound loyalty and ，1l1egi叫cc to Liu Pá lllakcs him 
the 叮mboJ o[ 1hc~c two qualitics ll1 Chincsc ~o已陀 ty. E\. 巳江 10day Kuang Kung is 
wor~hippcd 1n 盯已叮 pulicc ~tation m Hong Kong. Hc giv品 our law cnforcer~ COn­

fidcnce in their colieagucs, thu~ pro\"iding t~l"-:lll with 斗 scnsc ()f ~ccurity 
八 11 powcrs (both phY5ic a1 forcc , mystic mägic and POliticä1 power) werc rcgulatcd 

b、 tbcs巳 t\VO qllalitics. Selfsacr1fice wa~ rcquired in h巳 lping brothers and serving thc 
kin已 Thc king 10 whom a rnandatc was gh 巳n by the hèêlvcnl :J..' God 、Nas the ccntcr of 
thc group. ìt wa5 justifiabJc 10 悶悶 e him bccausc hc wa~ the agènt that lcad 
to happin巳 S5: hc was the ~叫lTce of wealth and nobility_ Thc thCllleb~cum巳 S 1ll0re 
apparènt \vhcn w己 examine the \vay thesc n O\"Ch end. Most of thc qorics cnd eithcr 
a t tb 巳 beginning of ä new Jynasty or riεht at j hc 1"cviyal pcriod of ä long dynasly. It 
was ~o urrangc c.l by the uuthors for two r己也tsons 口"可t， 1t \Vas to giv巳 thè king or 
empcror a pcr10d of ruling ti!lJ e in ordcr lo justify thc strugglc. Th己 mandatc abo 
qualifieù the dcscendent5 of tl1(: cmpcror 10 rule for a perioJ timc. Seco孔d ， it \vas to 
伊 c thè loyal broth巳 rs who fought for the group a p巳riod of timc to enjoy the reward 

fú-kuei offcred by the empcror Vcr;/ often we fmd 叭 the end of 吐出 stories that 
th巳 hcro and his sons or 、omclimcs wifc wcre madc llrincc or princ巳s~ as a reward for 
1 hcir 叩rv Ice 八nd m叩Y LlIlì CS, lhc farnily 0 1" thc hcro wa~ prospcrous for gcncrations 
(黑IL':榮月). M叩y uf lhc~c nuvels mcanl 10 prai~e gratcl\llly thc great struggk that 
broughr thc dynasty into bcing or that rcvivcd it. In lhis way , the aulhors lauded th己
praclical value of thc~c two qualitics - loyalty :lI1 d al Jcglancc (忠義) in 刊 narrati、 c

form 
l'his thelll 巳 i~ vcry dlffcrcnt from th叫 in sornc nuvcls 、吋itten in thc Ch'ing pcriod 

e.g. nan-shih yen-j and pei 巾/h yen-i ， 也at bittcrly point uu1 the factors lhat causeù 
the fa J1 of d cèftain dynasty Thcsc works wcre ex c1udcd from lhe s巳α)11 U group 
because thèY do not Ill aniJ 巳 st theιi" which is the 'essencc of the yen-i noveh 

The 山lthor~ rcäsoned thal lhe peopkωuld havc a peaceful and happy life only 
under a stablc gm-匕rnmcn t. And lhc peopk could h恥巳 a ， labl巳 governmcnt only if 
tll c叩 was a right 1l1 a孔 to hc thc cmpcro r. Furthcrmore , thcrc should bè 泣。 Jittlc man 
who 叫rrounded thc 叩lpeTor and cor川 pteu the gov叮nmcn t. Th己 rcforc ， powcr wa 可

dir己ctcd 10 three major funclionS 

a. 10 Il1:Jkc thc right man elllpcror, 
b. to climmatc aJ1 thc littl已 mell who COI扎lptcd the governlllcnt and invited 

forcign invasion~， 

c_ to dcfclldιh巳 country frolll for巳 Ign I11va~lon~ 

191 



The We!tanschaLυng in Ch川e ，e Folk Novcl: A Tentative AnalysÎs 

In short , it was to use force to put thc righl IT). an to thc thronc and keep him on 
it becau 'iC he was the 叩urcc of cverybody's happinc~'5. 

Summary of Chapter Two 
1 shall call people's conceptions of life depictcd in chapter one pattern onc , and 

that of chapter t\\'o pattern two. I11 pattern one we observcd faîrics or other non 
human beings coming to the 巳址rth to join a nuclear family and crcate wealth and 
happincss for certain individuals. 1n pattern hvo , as a contrast、 family is no more the 
most important unit of life: fairie 'i and other non-human bcings come to the eaJth 
to join a po1itical group to 叮cate or support a ccrtain governm巳nt

In pattern one the rclation between 恥的 cnly God and thc peop1e was a direct 
onc. but in pattern t\vo , the rclation bccame indirect, 

thc emperor and his govcrnmcnt became an agcnt working in bclwc己n God and the 
peopk 

Jn pattern one , earthly lifc seems as good as heavcnly lifc or cven better. In 
pattern two , it is clear that hcaven1y lîfc was bettcr than carthly life. If a fau-y did 
~omething wrong, he was sent down to the earth to experience some carthly 叫 fferings

and ca汀Y out political missions as a pUllishmcnt or compcnsatîon. After he fulfllled 
his mission hc was 斗Ilowed to return to heav叩If a man workcd hard to執 ards

iιmctamorphosis，" and if he was unable to rcach iL he was allowcd to enjoy se叩 1ar

happinc的 011 thc carth tcmporarily. When he had fulfillcd all thc requirements ( ;J}J 
德完注) he then was allowcd to metamorphosc in10 a fairy (as in Li Chin's case) 

The changc of thc valuation of th巳 earthly !ifc is an important point this study 
intends to prescn t. Thi5 changc was further developed cturing and after the Ch'ing 
period along the same dircctíon \vhich l wil1 discuss in chapter three 
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Chapter Three: Wu-hsia Nove1s 

1. Defini位on of Wu-hsia Novel 
Since thc timc of “ Chun Chïu" ( 春秋) there wcre a目assins and special agents 

operatm耳 on political missions; or because of personalloyalty.62 In Shih .chi ( 史記)
a的assins anù yu-hsia (遊恢) became a social phenomenon 的 chien-hsia chuan (製俠
博) written by Tuan Chen-shih ( 報成式可 836) gave us 且 mOTe vivid conccpt of yu­
hsia (遊俠). Jn my ùefinition. a hsi命ke ( 1:故事) OT wu-hsia (遊俠) is a mysterious 
hcro/h叮oine who mastered the art of fj包hting (武功) or magic power (崇山逅相了)
and who would unselfishly hclp the w巳ak and poor in thc江 fight for justicc. The dc 
finition of wu-hsia nov eJ (武俠 11\ l~ ) i5 the novel with hsia-ke as the protagonists 
writtcn in thc Ch 'ing and Republican periods. Wu-丸"αnovels can be further divided 
into two 叫b-groups: th05e written ~eforc thc 1911 revoluüon and those written 
aftcr tha t. lhc Ch 'ing wu-hsia novcls scrved as a link betwecn the yen-i novcls and the 
wμ 的ia novels during the tramforming period. Hence. it bears much simil盯ity to the 
yen-i novels, Due to tbc low C05t of printing in the twentieth ccntury , it i5 impo5siblc 
to givc <1 11 cxhau叮叮 e list of them all, Howevcr, a list of the O1Óst popular and reÌevent 
works w il1 serve thç purpose of this study 

叮h-nu ying-hsiung chuan by Wen K'ang (c. 1868) 

兒女英雄傳 丈康

2. san-hsia w心 i by Shih Yu-k'un (1 879) 

義
Tn 

俠一
一

而三巨琨

3. Ch'ie只-Iung yu Chiangnan (autbor unknown) 

乾降湛江唷

4. Chmg-t巳 yu Chiangnan (author unknown) 

正德遊江南

5 己h'j-chien shih一泊位 hsia (aulhor unknown) 

七斜~三快

6. Huan-chu lou-chu 

a. su-san chicn-hsi且5，70 斗在~Ij !只

b. ngo-m自由于山故州七情

7 , Chin Yung (全府)

<1. shu-chi<.' 1l cn-cb'ou lu 書本恩仇錄

b, pi-hsUèh-chien 捏 rc 紀

c. she-tiao yin-hsiung chuan ~~品!娃娃學
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d , shGng-liao hsi (l-Iu 神鵰快 μ

巴 1'i-1'icn ,tu-lung chi 情天活位司

h吼叫 ngo chia l1 g-hu 突嚨訂 l扭

8 日su-ma Ling 

斗 kuan-Io fU J1 g-yun lu 關申耳 l三位( ~ ~許 ~j~ L社)

b. pa-pl仙 lbiung-fung 八品雄風

已 chien-sheng chuan 劍神也

2 , Wu-hsia novels of the Ch 'inK Period 
It i~ rnost obvious that the wu-hsia novcl owcs its origin to thc yen-i novc l. Thcy 

all tdl legcndarv sloric~ of hocroes wlto rna~tcr the 盯t of fightìng (武藝) or taoi~l 
1日益IglC pmver ( It)J ) τhe most significant diffcrcncc between thc two is in thc dif 
fcrent rolc~ of pow叮 In thε yen-i novcl~ power was directed to se凹 c the empcror 
onl"}', but in the wu-hsia novels, po\\rer was directed ta se內c the pcoplc instead of thc 
且叫 crnmcn t. But, whilc hc1ping thc p已。ple in solving their p巳rsonal pro bl 巳m~， wu-hsia 
in tll巳 Ch'ing lloveb did not adopt an unlagonÎstlc attitudc toward吋 thc empcror , cven 
thougll they Wère apparcntly critjcal 10 thc govcrl11rlent 

C1. f"'rh 川< )'in-hsiung chuan ( 兒女英雄仲)

T n e l'h-ml yin-hsiung C 1l 11 αηwritlcn by Wen K'ang c. 18(i8) govcrnment 
malpracticc 可 wcrc on巳 01' the kcy issue~. JJII ,)7zih has pointcd ou1tlwt Wcn K'ang ( 
(丈「玉) llld not mean to 口itici7C the govcrnrncnL but hc uncυn、ciomly rccorded thc 
problcm of thc time. [n ch泣pl巳r eh~\cn (of thc novel) , Wen wrotc. when thirtccn 
corp~c~ \vere founù in an i~olated 1emplc , th8 maglstratc said “w巳1 ]， call in thc Cl紅 oncr
10 cxammc lh巳 se corp~c~ 訂rst.刊八n old cl己 rk irnmcùiately shook his hand and g且vc
thc [[I agi~lrale a hinl with Ìl i~ cyc~. Thεm泣gl~trate dismi~~cd the othcrs and asked 
“May , ,bk why you shook your ha lJ d whcn , ordcr thc COrD ncr tuιomc'?" The clcrk 
rcplicd, ,‘We must not invcstig<l tc this ca~c 八 ccording Lo thc rcgulatlon , if 泣 magi~tratc

fail 、 to arreSl a mllrderer(吋 who took morc th([n thr巳 c livcs, hc 月 hall bc puni~hcd. .N ow 
thcre arc lllore Ihan tcn dcaths. lf you opcnly in海 estlgatc thc case , and if il happcns 
tha 1 yOll fail 10 arr巳q lhe killcr , .lLl st think aboLl I your own futurc•I' hen lhc clcrk 
explain己 d that vcry likely t.he、e people wcrc kill巳 d by a hsia-keM 11c ~uggc~tcd ， "Lct 
us j ll5 t pick Ollt thrcc of thcm , the fat monk , the other monk ",..ith haü'<; and thc 
\voman." hc thcn a~k巳 d the Illagi~tr叫c \0υrd叮 the ti-{J的， (叫!J {.1', ) to surnm Jt a rcport 
to thc magi有 tratc'~ offic ;,;, Thc rcport should ~late that onc monk kilkd llw wom <l n 
out of jcalousv and the othcr killcd thi馬 rnonk and then comrnitcd 叫icid巳 Eve門body

who accυmpanl己d tlw magi<;trate and suw thc corps巳~ was cnl itled to havc 司馬harc of 
the prop巳nics found in th巳 telllple. Î hus they covcr t'(] tl1巳 Tcal ca~c. This kind of 
critiCl<;11l nnplied by 1h\:-: tale by !1 0 Illeam indl閃 tes that the C1nthor \V (l~ antagoni<;1ic 
to thc emperol' 01' hi~ admmistration. On tlll' co孔 trarv. lh巴 eIll pcror wa5 addrcs、 cd a可
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a "sage" (屯人) in 且有 cry s已nous manner by the autllot'1 
/\t the cnd uf lht 可tor~/ ， thοaulhor II 旨ed l1early t\vo chilptèr弓 to de電cribc th己

cxciiC ll1 cnt anù happi恥的 ofthèAn( 安) family whcn thc ~C 叭 ， An Chi \1/ on thc t hc 
lhird place 且 t the lluperial cxamination 

b. San-hsia 州州(三快且是)

San-hsia wu-i tdls thc ~tory oí ρ凹的時叫d 山 e hSÎa-ke who help巳 u him in 
bringmg justice to 111巳 pcopk 8nd in solving t11eir problems. Pao-kung wa~ a govern 
l11 enl offlcial (a judgc) , He rcprc~cntcd th巳 ernpcror a~ well a~ thc gllod clcmenb of thc 
巴{)\'èfnm己 n t. Therc l'orc t11已 attituùc 01' the hsia-ke \vho.help己 d h lIn wa~ es~c l1tially 0口

th L: satlle ~id己的 thc emp叮叮 lhough thcy 叩melirIl es llIight ~t且 1 I'rom thc lmperial 
hou~chold al night jusl for fun. Thcir goal \V a~ to climinatc lhc bad clcmcnts in thc 
socicly. This is quitc thífcrenl from thc yen-i novd typc nil n1 dy" , that 0孔cc th" ngh t 
man wa~ pul on th巳 thr011;'::， 1t Jl1 cant th巳亡nd of thc STrugglc and lhm th巳巳nd of the 
5t盯y 1 t 叫悍的t~ that peoplè weTC 叫ffcrinιc\'en with the right Inan on ihc throtlc 
lh:-: Lh、 mc i~ abo vcηclcar in other work'> of lhc 仙Il1C kind lìke shih-k l1ng an ( 推公

安)， P'eng-kung an (彭公司主) anu 1l1:1l1): OThcrs66
. Thc r巳 lation patlcrn betwcc \1 

IIcavcn, unpcror, hsill-ke anù thc pcoplc i~ ~hown l1l tlle following di3gra ll1 

C , (刊'he

、/ 
4 J八丸\，盯m了110!l巨 lhc othc盯， ，祕W心ν' l1-hsiα n叫u【οJvels丸， Ch吋r凹ng-Ie yu K正Zωα 1沼w川?α n and Ch 少'i昀e盯n-lung yu 

Ki叫Lμ2叫ngn肌Lμlf/叭 crc 0叫f a dωiffcγC叩nt pa叫I吋tcrn江 rhc叫sc 1wo works廿s tc l1 thc storics (J[ advcnlurc可

of lhc lwo cIllpcrors 1ll己j5gLl i~t，. 1n their adv已nture~. th巳y also hclpcd people in th巳lf

lï"'.ht 呼叫mt vlOlcncc and corrupt governmcnt offici31s. ln this way thc C1IJ perOTS 
themselvc~ as~umcd the roles 0 1' hsia-ke. Hence. lh巳已mperor came to scrve th巳 people

directl、
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Thi5 巳xceptiun phenomenon aho lllatche5 thc lype: th巳 empcror ancl thc hsia-ke 
fighting (at thc same ~ide) 時am叭叭.'11 clemenb of th巴的cidy. A t the cnd of thc 
~tonc丸 thc hsia.kc woulcl acccpt the rC\vard givcn thc Il1 by thc empcror for thcir 
~erV 1C e~ 

d. Ch ï-chi叫 shih- ，\'削 h划(七創十 俠)

1'hè ~tory üf 11.的 J1ingk'w龍( f;") J守主) m ch'i chien shih-san hsiα (l lso Il1(l tches 
thc sam巳 rnode l. Hc helped peoplc in their fighl again~t 叭'il officiuls (lnd evc l1tua l1y 
~upport巳 d thc crnperOL 1 n onc place th巳山thor critici/cd the governlll巳 nt suldi巳rs

through thc per~on 01' the h.\ia-ke “ 13andits in fact 8rc thc 叩Jd他rs. whil 巳 soldiers ar巳

thc handits , Th巳Ji started killing ancl robbing_ ln a Ill om巴nt thcrc wer巳 m en crymε 
and women scrcaming cvcrywhcre." Bu 1, thc novcl cnd~ in 且 way vcry much like 且

V巳 n-l noc 己 l

3. Wu-hsia Novcls after the 1911 Revolu位。n
In the post-1911 lllodel , thc hsiα-ke took th巳 pcople\ 叫de and thc cmperor took 

thc oth叮 sidc and was represented as thc maj Ol巴O LlIce of peop Je 's ~U叮叮叩皂、 The 
hsia-ke WlòIe fighting cither agamst the empcwr or somctHncs simply ignored hi~ 

cxi.~t叫“山lÙ [uug Ìl l 咕山nsi CVll powcr lrom other ~叫到的
lt ~h()uld be notc cJ that in this group of novcls. 00 cmp叫or w且可 a righlcOl1 s hero 

10 say nolhing of bcingιsagc ， This chrll1gc of model n01 only inJicates a changc of 
politic (l l imtitution , but also (l further cleteriora1ioll orpcople\ trmt m thc admmistra 
tlon 

a. Shu-san chien-hsia ( 嵩山史規}
Shu-.I'an chien-hsia by Huan-chu I ομ ('hu ( 還珠零主 20th century) lS in fifly 

volumc~. cach vo!um 巳 having more than ninc hundrc cJ thousand words , Strangly 
巳nough， nothing abuut t 1l己 govcrnmcnt was m巳ntiuncd cxcept 1Il the first chapt巳r
where the author givc~ 1he clat 已， the sccond ycar_ of K'ang-hsi ( 康 '0~ ). Thrs long 
n的巳1 has much similarity to feng-sheng yen-i ( 封，il~l ;:61 義)， cheng-hsi chuan ι huan 

(包阿三芒恃) and ch'i chien shih-s帥的ia (七骯十三俠). 1 t 吼叫的out war~ belwccn 
good swor cJ-fairics ( ;}iJ /:I[ ) and lhc CVll oncs. Ycl unlike j'enr;-\'henr; yen-i and thc 
othcrs. the hcroc可 wcrc not fighting for thc gc、巳rnm巳 nt nor for any othcr political 
group , but fighting for rightcousncs~ it~el f. The rcsult of cvcry iS~U L; 1A 出 fatcd in 
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accordancc with thc Hc盯 C I1 'S wil l. lt w出 a long complicatèd war between nghteous 
斗 ncllòvi l. Yel rigrltωus wa~ not rcpr的 cnlcd by thc Cm'p CTOr , but by th巳 taoist ~cl了 001

callcd ngο"的( l;Tk' , ). Thc goal of thc war 吼叫 half to help thc pcople (為民除占)
and half to llelp thc s\vord-fai 1'w~ thelll~dv的 in l11己 1 1' pur仙it ofmelamorphosi5 through 
F 心 lf-cu 111、 atlO ll

b. Wu-h.\'ia No\'cls \Vritten by Chin Yung 
Chin Yung ( 令布世朵金南) 1、 prohably today's most popular wu-hsia llovcl 

wnlcr in SOll thcast A~ia. Tv1os1 of 111s Wυrbw巳rc printcd in th己 195日 's ,llld and 1960'~ 
and !llany of thc ll1 ha、 e hcen lra l1 slallòd into varioll~ SOllthca~t Asian languagc to cntcr­
lain llo l1-Chmc間 readcrs. Problems 01" go\"ernm巳nt arc promincnl in his works 
although imtcad of ~ervi l1 g 1he govcrnmcnt, the hcroc~ crca1 巳 d by Chin Yμηg wcrc 
nεorou5ly' figl l1 lllg again~1 thc cmpcror anù his admini~tratioη 

S1m-chicn ell-ch 'ou ll1 (古劍出仇錄)， h凶 firq and onc of his bcst .vu-hsia 
llovd~. Tcll"- lhc 州)ry of lhc way bclwccn Chen Chia-lo (陳 4 格) and Fmperοr 
Ch 'icn一 I1mg. lt ViVldly' dc、cri bes pcυple'~ ~uffcring umler Ch'ien-Iung's r巴巴 imc. 1n 
order 10 ll)an ifc只 t tllis thcll1 c. thc author 叫 ranged for F.mperor cf沛l"leα/1-[;υηg 10 be 
C心已扎叫叭l 立叫ht by t出hc h扯巳叮w叫c 討 O叫f t出11c j氏《甘F叫d F，只7刁lQ\ve肘rSοC叫wσ叫tηy ( 午 抖烈; 舍 a 才收"叮cc廿t 叭叩〉比川ι叫1沁叫ct叮， ) u山山u盯l r1n

hi叭~CI涓圳ZυI叫αωF呵Z嗨J{f缸1訂tαmtωou叫i叫r 1口)u山nn叫ι hi凶S α叫i中ptivity lh 巳 heroc~ took tum~ ir、 tc !1ing thc cmperor 
J11 ally Ir咕 ic <l nd crucl storics conccrning thc pcoplc. Thcy 叫arvcd him in an r1 ttcmpt 
lU let llim know th巳 fccling of starving. llut the h叮oe~ did not succ巴巴 d in 
lhcir attcrnpt to convcrl 1h" 巳mperor. Ch'icn-lung \vas too cow盯dly to accept t11巳
challcngc. So he dccided to go agaimt t11 己 hcro巳 S" A t 1hc cnd of thc story. Chen Chia­
lo h山110 kad his fni仕 k.e grou p to th已 W 巳 slèrn bord盯 and livc Oll tside of the Chinese 
rcgnllc 

們 h.\ueh-chien ( 學 11 自I ) tclls the wa f" b巳 tw 巴巴 n Yuan Ch 'eng-chih ( ~這軍占)
and Lmpcror Ch'unr;-chen of Ming Dynas1y With Yuan'可 hdp , U Chih-ch 'eng ( 字

口皮 ì look 0、 cr 1heιapJta l. Ch' l1 nr;-chen , thc Ming emperor, comrnitted 叫icidc
Cnlike yen-f lloveh, Yμan dld not r巳cCJVc 戶-guei (白白) from thc nc"''' cmperor 
On thc contrary' , hc w泊、可o di、 appoinlcd by Li Chih-ch'eng an社 Li.\' mcn that he Icd his 
hcro group to li、 c on an hland i 、。 \atcd from th巴 China contincnt, thcrcby disas~ocial 
lng Thcm~<.:lvc~ frorn lllC go、盯nm巴 nt which wa世 rcgard巳 d lhc major ~ource of pcop1c's 
叫 ffL:l" i II日h

ln sht-liaο yin-h .l'iung chuan ( 射 EI 妄，1t悼)的的 Chin ， the hero , who grew up in 
l!ü lIgulia. in c]è fc l1 cc of 1he c"ÙJnI; cmplre , fought agaillst Genghis-khan. who \'Vas almo~t 
且 fath'..'r to Kuο1n hi~ childhood und latcr his fa1hcr-in-law. lt sccm~ that Kuο Chfn 

執 :15 Sl' l"yjng thc Sung 告。Vç口ltnCJl tιt thc (;nu of thc story. But the 叫gnificunl point is 
lh斗 I h 、 llC\' 己r accept己 d any officiul po~ition in thc govcrnmcn l. Hc was 110t a gcneral 
11m a m:lglslratc. J 1 i~ clear t11λt hc remaincd a pcop le" 5 hcro ( )、/央) dcfending lhc 
pUlplc Il，\ï削i; Yang 叮叮( .)是 l站) fro Tll Jl10ngυ 1 inva5ion 的ο Chin ùcfend.:d thc 
";1l1j.)叫叫 '5 Jnt l'f們h onlv bccausc th叮 cO ll1 cid巳 d with thc int叮別的 of thc p己oplès

、 I Ihc cnd of J-lïcn t'u-{ung d1l (且天.;~ .:"1;: ~c ), OI1C 0 1' his laTcr work~. hc 0叮叮
叩 ç\"C n c\carcr cxa Jll plè of 11m th叫lC. Chang Wu-chi ( ~~Hm ，~) W:J、 thc hcro 0 1" thc 
book. C1wng :l1l U hi~ foll()wcr~ hclpçd Chu Vu叫 ι hang ( 欠工 ;，"!fr ) in his stm時1c for 
t11G tllrone. Chu c寺 cn1 Ll ally b心 canl<.~ tbc first cmpcror of thc Ming dyna<;ty. 、gam
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unlik巳 thc yen-i no-、eI modeL Chαng \VilS not madc a princc hy lhc' I1 CW crnpCTOL änd 
he uid 110t rcccive any fU- f?1--叫i in any fonn frolll 1h已 new govCrll111 、nT which 0、vcci ib 
叮叮 being to his effort On thc contrary , Chu Yuan-(:hang appcarcu to hc a mC8n 
pcr~on after he had ad>ievcci the thγon巳 Hc cnginccr"d a wickcd plot anci urovc 
Chang lt'u-chi ont of thc society by ciissapointing him. Jt Itappencd llwt Chu captu f'cu 
Chang and hi5 lovcr Chaο i\1 ing. But rhu hc寫的atcd to kill 叫 ch a forc e!"nl Jll ι1I 1 and \V a~ 
afraid to face th巳 result of killing this lcadcr of Inia-ke Hc arr叫1gul torι冶仰Ig to 
ovcrhear a conv 巳 sation bctwccn t\VO of Ch即，0;\ bc~l 1了 rolhcr~ ， 1'hc two -,aid to ~'ach 
oth叮叮叮 u s kill him for gωU_" Chang mi~ulldcr~tood thc conversation and ihougltt 
lJlat cvcn his be~t fricnd wanted to kill him for ({W'5 sakc. llc wa~ 50 di~吐pomtèd

that he lost allωnfidcnce in peop le. His hearl WilS de叫 oro叫 hCcìfil1g thc convcγH 
t lOn ，只 o hc decid巳 d to wìihdraw frorn a11 of thesc con日比的 J-i e 吋 5ponucd cxactly a~ 
Chu Yuan-chang , thc most cunning a!l d m t: an p巳 rso扎 had pJa nncd. \Vith Ch叩g's

illmmt unlimited forcc ( ji，、 JJ) 的 c two of th叫11 e,J5 i1y brok 已 O Ll t <l nù cli~appear巳 d
Thc placc he 叫ωpeu to \v出口cühcr th 巳 horde1泣 rea 110 1" <1 11 l~land 

Chin YU叫Z WI Otf dow n rh 巳 last lin巳 s of this long novcl Chang 、 ~wcdh叫t'l ，

Chaο Aling said to hll咒 YOll havc pro1111st'd to do mc thrn: Li\' l1 r~. now 1 ha\'c a third 
onc for )-fO Ll." Chang was alanlled aga l11, bccausc lwr fï.rsL t叭。‘j'Zl、 ors" <1 lillo~t co、t

hml hi可 lih:_ Chao thcn 叩liicd 8nd a、kcd ‘叭。uld you p :J int ll\y cycbrows fur 1112? ' 
Chμng smjJed ill releasc a_πd repfiedιFt'oIlJ nOìN ()IL I shall paint yom c ,\-'"cbro\vs 
cveryd吋I'Ims he found hi~ c~capl' in p a_ intlllg h的 wife'~ 叮 c brü\',' s 

4. Social Backgrounu and '\ienial. Seí包ng of the Wu.hsia l\ovels 
八S 111 t:ntlOn巳 d in l11c introduc i1on. tod盯 IS mo阿 lmp0 1'[川1t tlt <J n ycsierd訕。01

only becau ::,c wc can scc :md rClll凹lbcr morè of \vh :t l happ已 lled lüday , bu t. b :i-' unckr 
， 1叫“ng morc abou 1 today, \ve rnay abo g;1Ìn morc (or losc ks~) LOl)l1\lυrrow. Tht, 
modern wu-hsiαn。可 CI ， wcrc procluccd in China from 191 1 TO 1 Y49 位 11 eV211 largcr 
quantity appcarcd in Hong Kong from 1949 to th巳 presen t. T Sh;lll nol attcmpt tυ 
prcscnl a 口 accollnt of tl】巳 soc;_al histury of Chin8 or I-l O I1且泣。"日 but ratltcr conìme 
mysdf 10 thc rcv 巳nlcnt ~oc- λ1 phcnomcn :l which havc conlributcd to th ,: ]J o j)ulariT:. 
o[ Wu-hsia !1 Dveb. i\~ w 巴 comparc tltc ~ocial 叫 illity \vitlt the 112 I'T斗Lt\'吋 of todaγn 

wu-hsia nον('iI'. we w1l1 f'md that lh巳 lutter lS :l 1 日 ix lLl rc 0 1' llli~ 1‘ ahtv and i t.~ rdkctiün 
As !fu 

:--l either An II lU eh-hai\ 11UI' An Ch i's (the t、川 prol~g叫Üq， of tlle above rnentiu11cd 110\-'cl) 
(l orfr可a1 b bascd 凹 thc lifc of the 述uthüt himsel l' i\t th巳l\l OS 1. WC “nυnl)' say tltat 
thCy werc thc "idcal me11 叫ll) app~ar叫 m 也巳叫血。rs nlln d du 口ng hi, la tC r year\ 目的 ho

repenied of hi~ ear1icr Hf.::. In nryυpiniOll ， (l!t巳 Slylc of \vriti月 in \ e欣 rlU yin-hsiunK 
chuun 叫d (i吋 Hung [,OU Meng are opposi te , Bo出的 '00 l-Is1I eh.ch 'in 叩 d Wen K'an )!, 

had cxpcnen阻 dtiJ扭的(i至口) I叫 ore lh叮 bcι él1nc 0001 叩 d 川lIlell wrlting nO\icls 
But ch 'aο li1ueh-chin W()U 1 d h on C'> tlv dc,eribc thc 叭 lls bmll in 11 且 llS c]l' ωlU in his l'amilv 
while 仇'cn K 'rmg 110l on ly WliS rel LI ctanl lü \'口 lc ahoul the bc!or, rhal COlltribuku to thc 
fall uf his family , lmt c刊n nicd tll pOI 叮叮 all ldca l. pcrfcct I 叩lily. Ch'的) Wi! S (kscribing 
IllS l'amily wi1 ilc Wen \'irOTe ar.叫 t d lC 1 巳\-'C[\e of (what bappened to) lus family We f) 

K ang \VlIuld ll\>t honcstly ucscribc his rcgrclfulιP的C ， hut cnèa t.:: d a11 "idcal fanllly 
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in ordcr to rcalin hi , unachicvcù !ife go a1 in his imagulation. 111ereforc, we should 
rcgard erh-nu yin-h\iung chu帥的t11C ,wect drcam 01" a S nI p凶， 0υITuptcd /11，αnchu ex 
hureaucrat 前lO li叫 d in pωcrty and s叫叫w in his old agc 趴11 ， becaus比 thc au thor 
uncomcio1.ls1y pres叮vcd materials of S叫iallllStory ... it 詣的 en morc valuablc thcn t1lO ~C 
umsciouslv wntten historical recorcls. "7 

Thc analysis of Wen K'ang's p~ychc isιertainly illumina ting 10υur understanding of 
1he ，、'u-hsiαnovcl \'口 itcrs. Chin巳 ~c history in 1hc c巳 ntury 1850. 1950 witn已時巳 Ù a 
wcak cenüal governmen1, corrupted local bureau口acy and 叮叮 incn:asing foreigr>

mcance. Injustice, pOV叮叮l and stupidit}, \vcre thc norm~ of thc socict.y. Thc old 
~y~tem was ~O corrupt 10 thc cxtent that "men WCfC cating \vcrc" in Lu 
H~un's tcrminology. Yctιho~e who havc bccn catcn or \\.'erc 且 bou1 io bc 巳aten could 
do littlc about lhc situation. Likc Wen K'aη~g ， if an "idcallifc" could not be achievcd 
in rcali1y. thc wriicr~ sought to salisfy thcmsclvcs and their read叮 s throught thc 
lmagln叫ion. lhcωthors wrotc about hcroic advcntures which werc quitc thc 
opposilc 01" thelr cxp巳 ricncö; thc rc以Ìêrs \vould bu J.- their ~turies and fmd consolation 
in 1hcm. W1<~hsia no、巳Is scrvcd a~' a pJacc where cuuld cscal沁 frum thc rcgn:tful 
T己斗lity

Pcopìc in Hong Kong in the 1950'~ and early 19('泛J' ~ (befor巳 the 1966-(7) u間d

10 ~cc thc polμCc bcating up innoccnt hawk .. :r 可 who peddJcd in t l1己 ~trrds and failcd 10 
run away whcn the poliec C.llll-:. Shup owncrs and factory rn叩agcrs couJd nol do 
bu~iness unic的自己Y yield to all kind~ of corruption. Comtant fcdmgs of imccuriíy 
and humiliation wcre the commun cxpcrience of thc majoritl_,! in cvcryday lifc. Bu1, 
on the other hand. thcre wcr巳 ahvaysιhances 10 bccOIl1 e riιh if on巳 hit 挂t llw righ t 
plac巳 EVCf cnlarging cOTluncrcial and indu叫rial activi1ics o[fered rnost of thcsc 
challC 巳丸 :v1 any mcrchan1s who had q肛 tcd a ~m斗Jl firm producing pla~lic l10w巳rs or 
wigs becamc millionair出 in a few ye叫、TllC governmcnt wa~ very helpful aJ1 d 
coopera tiv 巳 in developing C01ll1l1已rcc and indu泣ry ， though corruption was u江山 oidahk

I..abor wa~ cheap but o[ high qllality. Markeb m thc 仁 mLed StatGs and thc COnlmon 
wcalth countnes w巳r巳tJcarly unlirni1巳d 八 II on巳 nced 巳d was the "opporiunit:).-刊

and of course a small aIl1 0unt of 叫p'l叫 Thcn onc could approach thc cxport and 
lmport 0叮ices 11l thc lall lmil c1 ings at thc Ccntral Di 月 1ric t. 11 was 訂1ch (l social sctting 
which g巳n巳E扎tcc1 the tbrcc baslc clcmcnts of \'Vu-h.\ia novck chivalry. fatahs Il1 and 
indn'icJuali51ll 

It i~ of grcal mieõrest [0 find that the high producti可 ity of Hong Kong \vu-h.\ia 
00、 cls wa~ (anJ 叫 ill is) c1o~cly rclukd 10 tbc pfopen1~:/ of lIong Kon皂 ncw~papcr

businuò. \Vith a popllla t1on bet.veen thrc巳 and four ITl l lJion的 living in an arca 01" less 
than 400 squar巳 rniles ， f! ong Kong had morc 1han twcn1y fiv巳 chnly anc1叫 enlllg

newspapers, Gach carrying c\'cry cl吋 al kast onc tho\l sand word苗。f a continuolls 
Icngthy 、，vu-hsia no\'cl Th巳 papcrζhin Y l1f1í? owm, usccl to have 1hrcc continuous 
wu-hsiαstor.l c~ appcaring cvcry.'day. \Vhat intcrc~h me is thc contras1 bctwecn 1111: loc ,,1 
news and i111: narra1的已馬 of the novcb. Onc uflcn found al1 killlh of drastic storics ll) 
thc ncws sectiorl. policcrncn bc川 ing hawkcr~; bu~ condllctors 、、 ollndin日 pas~cngers 

tn叫 socicty mcmbe自己可tabbmg inn叫cnt victims to dca1h , gatls1cr~ robbing banks and 
youn芷 stcr~ cOlllmlt1111g 乳Jicide bμausc of hcart brcaking lovc affans. But , when 
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lurn巳 d 10 the story- section ( /J、耳tn~ . or ,'{rj flj ), there hc foundjusticc 且nd intcgrity' , 
cllivalry and righlC(叫叩c~s. In thc wu-hsia nQV巳 l 呵， thc h_lia-ke w巳 rc rn叫(ing 1'u口 of rh ", 

cmperOL killing váckcd pohccmcn (of /V1I1/lcJW gov 巳rnmcnl) ， pu 川、hing ,;vil di~tncl 

magislratcs ,1O d taklng care of thc poor pcople Thc feehng of inlèmity alld worry 
created by the news or in t11c reλder\ ()wn expericncc wa~ lhu~ rdaxcd a liule , and hi5 
unachiev叫 ideal 1ife" appeärcd in lh巳 narr叫ivc ， cvcn if only forι1 bricf momc叫

F atalis1l1 (g:巳 ncratcd from opportunism) wa~ J t1 0thcr mai日、Ollrcc lhal provid巳d
highlights to the ，νμ h)'iαno\' 巳 l 、 1 ha\"c mcnt lOned that ‘ r <l f 、 oppürL unitic ，，" and 
“chancc~" wcre the dreallls of thosc who had ambition~ in Hung Kong. Yet thosc who 
actually did SiCL巳 II in rcality 恥 crc fc \V (whcn 巳ompäring wirh thc populaliun) How­
盯巳r， 111 th 巳 \vu-hsia no\'ch; alm~ot all lhe h九叫:-kc had luck cnollιh to find thcse “ rare 
chances" Ihc rcaders werc ~äti"ficd to some cxlenl by rcadinιthc~c "chιll，-ce gctting" 
nan叫ivc~ which , allhollgh highly dc盯<::u ， wcrc in real life quitc unrcaclwbk. ~lwll 

cite 旨 orne cxaplcs hcrc frO Ill thc \vorb of Chin Yμ ng who i 、 con月 iékrcd onc of thc mml 
skillfuJ \v'u-hsiα !lovçl writcn. Therc 且rc t\VO kinds of “ luck" ln the 挑到 !nÎa no、 d~

thc congcnHal illld lhc nO !1-co l1 gcnitä l. By cO l1 gcnital 1 mc叫1 hcro(' 、 of lhc !1 0vcb whυ 
W盯已 born t: xrrcrnel} cl巳ver ， handsoll)e ，斗nd relatcd to irnpOrlant per50ns in thc 
country '\J O Il已ongenital luck was th(' good forlune thcy cncountcred :l ftcr Thcir 
birth 

Ch'cn Chia-lo (俄京市) the h巳ro m ,Ihu-chicn en-ch οu /u ( 占主仔 們?是) was 
F >rtraycd hy thc 叫 thor a~ thc y'oung巳r brothcr 0 1' Lmp t' ror Ch'ir'I1 -lung6

'! (l nd thc 
的n of a vc叮 powcrflll sccrct socicty lcadc r. Tnhis cll1ldhood 11(' wa~ ~，:nl lu the mυST 
po\vcrflll mastcr of flghting art (who liv亡 U III th巳 Mountzllrl l'ïn l) lo bc h的 di 'i ciplc

At thc 叮叮d of thc ~tory he himsclf becalllc a gr叫t ma~kr again hC C(lllSλc_ 0 1' a rarc 
opportllnity hc accidcma lJy [ound ~omcthing m tl1e north pok arC8 thal help 己 d hirn 
mastcr the m的 t sophisticat巳 d pnncip1c 0 1' Jïghiing ar t. 1'0 add [0 1m 1uck. T\VO bCäU ti 
1\11 prmcö~es o!ιMo~lcm statc fcll in lovc wilh him 

Yuan Ch'cn-chih (支 7久 ι) thc hcro of hlS anotheT bouk , pi-h叫 ch-chien (但

立是1_' ) ìvas thc son of a 1'amolls ge悶了al， born hand~ome and intèlligent !lc wa~-al帥
、cnl ÎO the most pO\ver1'ul masteγof thc timc (\\,'ho li 、 ed in thc Mounlain Hlla) to 
lcarn thc art uf Jïghting. F心rthcrmorc. hc accidcnla!ly found a ~ccγ叫心1盯 on uf :t nolhcr 
g' 巳 at master，“l'.d 己vcntu 泣Ily bccamc a morc pO\vcrful fightcr than 已vcn lll~ o\vn m注~tcr

Mor，二↑han fOllT pr巳 lly'" girb fcll III love with him. inclllding thc bc址ltiful prlll山的 of

cmpcror Ch'ung-chen. Kuo Chin (學、有) lhc hcγo uf Chin Yμ ng'.1 anoth,;r b叫，k
she-liao yin-hsiung chuan (射雕英注悼 ), wa~ not born cle\"e r, bul hc had the cha l1 c已

to drink a m叫ical "tläkc's blood , G1 1H] hecame a \"cry powcrful fightcr. Ile wa~ al叫
tallght by OI1 C of thc m。可t powerful 扒l a st巳 rs 0 1' lhe lime. Hung Ch'i-kllng (淇七公)
\1 any prctt~y g叮 1" \va l1Tcd to bc h的 wifc. Among them wa~ thc dal地htcr of (;c /J ghiz 
khen. Hc aho bccamc thc mo~t po\verf叫 master 0 1' thc tilllc b巳叫U 討c h 巳 aCCJdlèlltally

obtaincd 刊 ~ccrct Cil l1 0n kft by thc Bohdidharma (注 J布)

八 1I thc other ~torie5 fa Jl into th巳叩 1l(;; mode l. '1 hc autho門 oflcred lhe h,;I'O ()f the 
no\'cl powcr and bcautlful W0111Cll Llllocr the ]1alllC ot' go肌1 [nrtune" or "fatc" lf1 

ordcr to satl、fy thc rcaJeγs \\"ho did t1 0t llavc thcsc lhings in [c' 叫 Ilfc. lf thc duthor~ 
WCïC to 1 叫train th t' ltlsclves from wnling thcsc h川lUY "goldcηopporlulllty" fllots 
thcre probably wcmld have b巴 cn 110 "\1.-'u-h .l'ia no、 els at JIJ rh巳 S 11 l'此的 of thc 11croe可
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was not a :-.elf-pcrfcc ling procc間(like Richard 13ach\ Johna吐出n Living~tone S巳agull)

but thc miraclc typc cxpcriencc~ 01 斗 grou p of 此trcm己 Iy "luck 'j..''' mcn perfcctcd by 
fatc , Sincc thcre was a gr叫 t demand for "goou luck story" , therefore，的 c writcr" 
wrote 10 sat的fy this uemand IT ~cems to mc 111 <1 t thc prcvalent oppurtuni~m in the 
Hong Kong socicty contr的utcd to th巴巴cncratlo口 of jhi~ dcmand. Unlike Wen K'11 ηg 
the succcs~ful vvu-h.\ia no、 el \\'rilcr~ havc bccome rich thcmsclves. i3 cc 斗u:-.c th巳“dream"

\vas sharcd hy many , not III巳It'ly thc author alo l1 c, thc 斗uthor simply Tcproduceu lhcm 
and sold them to the pubhc 

In the sccond group of ~tories ， po \V cr wa~ directcd to 叫fü巳vc a cooolective.go <1 1 
B凶 t powcr in thc wu-hsia no\'eb wa~ uscd to achicv巳 individual goals. ln the ~cco孔d
group , thc hcroc 月 mcant 10 bring h叩plI1C ，的 to aJl through 斗 good cmpctoT , ln the 
thi日1 group , lhc hero would only hdp th。但札ilJOm he 111Ct (路 H不司、拔 )J 相助)

ln m且 ny casc~. th巳 hcτoe" in th、 'vvu-hsia novcls \vcre involvcd in politicaJ activity. The 
11cro group might W<1Tl t 10 put SOI11巳 one on thc throne for thc good of pcoplc. 13ut 
lh叮↑ huns己lvc~ \~巳re a]\v叮~ consc lOusly divor心 d from 1hc political group. ì3 ecau"c 
thcy nc、tT lηcant to parllnpatc i口 the governlllènt , thcsc heroes were o f1cn rcfcred to 
a~ p以了 plc likc "1'rcc clouds and wild crane鼠， ( oooo(比::1 0) by thc aulhors , TheJr goa Js 
wcrc cs~cntially for tllL'lll~ehcs 

Thèrc werc munyι 叫rangc ilHii\ iduub" (佳人) in tlle storic~. Thesc strangc 
individuab - often 、已ry forcdul -- would do only what th巳 y likcd to do. Thcy ncvcr 
paid aoy 斗ttention to the govcrmllè llT, Jl is clear the 斗uthor5 mc ‘10 tbλt thcy did not 
tru~t thc go\"crnm巳叫的 They \volll d. hclp pcoplc 叩mctillles ， but n巳vcr cnthu~ia~tic 

lt seerns that they kncw too well that many othcr people Vi叮c not gclting thc hlcp 
of forcdul h\ω ke So thcy never 的情Urtl 巳 d th巳 rolc 0 1' a 11I"Îa-ke. Thc、c rnen only 
pursucd their o\\'n goal , they wυulu fulfil tll巳 prollli~c they prollliseu; but ncvcr 
volunTccr their 吋 rvic:.: as Ilhsia-ke 則叫ld. Thc personality of Huang Y的-\'hi ( 0000 
00 1ι"h ou Fai-t' l1ng in shc-tia() yin-hsiung chuan chin-sh α lang-chun 

(令記 i邱吉) m pi-h圳的 chien. (l nd Ch 'en Chen [!,-te ( ~*.L.油) Kuang HSlleh-mei 
( 阱~~杭 ) in ,11111-( hien cn ch 'ou lu wcrc highly <l pprcι1叭cd by thc rc址d己的 m my 
observation The actinty of these pcoplc who carcd only for thcir pcrson斗 1 goah wcre 
aoothcr high-light of rlw ivu-h l' iαnovels. To thcs'c individuals, power - or thc art of 
fighting bu i1t in lhc boù}' was thc only goal of Jjl 巳 S0 1l1巳 one was referred to as a 
'wu-chih ( 艾幸;:ì ) which mcan~ a fighting-arl fanatic. ln shen-th凹的ia-lu ( ， II~ .;11(\快制)，

one of thc grcat叭 t m址、 lcr ca Jl叫 himsclf Tu-ku Ch 'iu-pai ( 獨航求炊) which m己ans a 
lun巳ly man 恥 ho wouJd appr巳ciatcd bcing d. efcatcd. He was loncly becausc therc was 
110 onc bcttcr th <l n hilll m thc world. \vhich madc 1t hard for him to achicvc furthcr 
progrcs況 POWCL or thc arl of tïghting , in 1hc thinlεroup of storic:-., was 10 a grcat 
extcnt , thc goal of lif巳 1 1:，己l f. 1 con~ider lhi~' a r巳flecüon 0 1" thc prevalcnt individualism 
in thc sociCly. To 叫m up , l.HI-hsiαnov已h pròducèd in Hong Kong wcre high lightcd by 
clliva ]ry , f斗 lali只m and individualism which werc ùesircd (likc chivalry and fat江lì~m)

and pr叭 alcnt (likc fatalis JJ1 and in(hviduali 'llIl) in the Hong Kong socidy 
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Summary 

rhe acliom in )/en-i no、 ds L1 sua lJy took plac巳 on lhe national1cvel and in largc 
~cale. but thc actions in th巳 Ch'ing 削，-h.\ia nov 巳ls wcr巳 0 /1 a rnuch ~mallcr scalc and 
wcre very often inùividual actions like thc story of _\hi-san mei ( I一三以)， in erh-nu 
yin-h.\iung chuan. Although 1hc hsia-ke in thc po~t -1911 novcb \v巳re sorn巳 tirnes

organizcd in somc '^，峙/， 1h已 actions ， most 0 1' thc lime , w巴了。 indlvidual in nature. This 
mcans tha1 if pairioti~m or royalisrn werc thc lllain lhcmcs 0 1' lhe J 的'1 i novels , parlisan­
ship anù indlvidLl ali~m plζl)/cd 1110 1",: irnportant rolcs in th已 ìvu-hsia Ilovels. Thc Ch 'ing 
wu-hsia novc15 TOok thc SilJc of th己 cmperof \vhil 己 thc hsia-ke ιrcatcd in thc rcpublican 
period did thc oppositc 

I'hcrc arc lwo typcs for \vu-hsia slorics \Vl1ich 址叩 d 叭 orccd frorn the powc1' of the 
cmpcror. Onεhas thc hsia-ke fighting against lh巳 cmpcror as in thc 可 tory shu-chien en 
ch'οu lu ( 土耳由l 川 trL ). In thc othCf , the 巴tory simply ignorcs thc cxist巳ncc o[ thc 
emp叮01' as in ,\hu-san chien-hsia ( 壘起"制俠)_ Although !llost 0(' th已 popul盯 ，vu-hsia

novcb writtern af1er thc rcvolution m Hong Kong and Taiwan wil\ fall und巳r on巳 or th巳

other of thcs己 modcls. lh叮! shar已 d thc common ground of fighting againsl cvil and 
rclievin旦出c peopl 巳 ffO!ll thelf 叫[[crings. Vcr)-.' few. if any , of th己 storics would tak巳
the ~id巳 o[ thc empcror throughout. HC<l\'巳n played a much le~s nnportant 1"01e in 
ivu-hsia novds than in yen-i novcb, evcn le伯 in the wo 1'k~ arter 1h巳 1911 revolut lO n 
Thc rc1叫 jonship bctwecn thc pcoplc , cmpcro1' and hsiα la: 叩d H巳aven was likc the 
foloow川皂 diζ19ram

What i 世 ~ig Illricant in the diagram is tba t 1he hC fO es no longcr 也tand on thc same siuc 
。 f thc e Ill peror 凶 th()~c o[ yrn-i nov巳b U1U H c1 p <lnd rcliefwcrc di1'ectly dcrived from 
thc h 、，'W于 kl!. noL frorn the govcrnmen t. Yet therc was no guarantee of finding a h:;ia-ke 
as onc could find thc go、 crnmcn t. I,VhCfcas cvil doings and wicked p已同ons were 
pr巳v:llcni cvcry\vhcre. Hencc , thc pic1urc:> of pcople‘民 lifc dcpκlcd in the \Vu-hsia 
n()Fe!s werc cs~cntially dilll onc~. Thc h\'ia-læ him間1 1' hccarnc a hcro only h巳晶 u~e of 
luck: tllat lS. hc had 也cLed '"an opporlunity thatωuld hardJy be mct m a hundrcd 
gcnerations (月 il!:推進之奇線)'可 Thc po\'/cr (or 叮 1 of fighti月) onc ccquired did 
not dcpund 'on thc tirnc and labor on巳 put into it, but on onc 、 luck and personal 
句uality ， rnattcr~ that wcrc decidcd 出 soon a~ unc \va~ bo ft). rurtherlllor巴， lhe au tho1' 
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can always crcatc an "in~la孔 t hero" of tremendous forc巳 by 11盯 ing him cat 叩 mc ~ort 

of miraclc ~lI b~tanc已。 r find ccrtain ~ccrct fü IllU1a of tllc higl 巳st lcvcl 0 1' rhe f1ghting 
art. Thcrcforc. fat位 iism was in fad thc only \vay lü SUCCCSS. Yet cven after a hero had 
bc叩mc grcally 叫 cccssful ， thc aulhor dld nül allow a resolution in \vhkh t11巳 P巳iple's

叫ffcrings werc rc! icved. At thc end of mo ::,t lfU仇sia novèl試 the würld again fell into 
thc hands of wickcd cmpcrors, while thc hcruc ::, dissappcar巳d from thc soci己 ly

CHAPTER FOUR 
A STATιMENT OF THE HYPOTHESIS 

ln chaptcr one, w巳 exalllincd the lov巳::，tories 0 1' falfies and rnankind. Fairic可 camc

to thc carth dircclly to hclp and sharc a part 0 1' lllan's lifc. 10 chapter t\vo , the 
proiagonist w且可 a hcavcnly fairy but horn to lh巳 cartb as a hUlllan hcro through the 
body of a WO !l1 all to “ fix" the world \vhich was tcmporarily- (划 t of ordcr. tn chaptcr 
thrcc. v>,'c discu計 cd thc strugglc and failurc üf hcrocs with no hca、 enly ürigin. ln thcse 
lhrcc grou ps of storic 、 we saw thc dimin1~hing function of H巳a\'en and the incr巳 as
ing function of govcrnmcnt 

Thc story ahout a fairy who 叫叫巳 to c盯th 叩d want"d to stay: thc í"airy-hcro 
combinatiun who fought and won on thc carth but wanted tu rcturn to hCa\己n 、 and

thc h(;rocs who strugglc and lost 札 nd wanlcd to cscapc fr Olll the scoicty , slrongly 
suggcst a change in thw orld-vicw üf thc authors a ::, well as thc rc斗 dcrs. If the weltans 
chauung of patt巳rn un巳 was 址n inaccurat巳 illusory accouot of rdatively carly civiliza 
tωn，也已 sccond pattern was an unworkable formula prescribed by thc fcudal-mindcd 
Ming writcrs; and thc third pattcrn \，.;叫 simply a swcct drcam of a di~appointcd 
contcmporary Chincsc. Thc story frorn fairy to hcro is also a ~lory bctwccn illusiun 
anιrcality. 1n an atlcmpt to idcntlfy lhe changc i 口 thc shortcst forrn_ I \vrap thc idcas 
in three tcrm呵。ptimism ， rcformism and pcs~imism. It must bc notcd hcr巳 that

lhcsc thrcc tcrms arc uscd in a way to indicatc thc dircct的 n 斗nd inclina1io 口 01' a 
changing attitudc rathcr than dcscribing a \vell-dclïncd 叫時e of mcnlality. fhcsc tcrrm 
tcnd to 5hov • .r a diff巳rence in degrec, rathcr than 斗 diffcrcncc in naturc. Thc following 
is a teotative stat巳ment 01' the hypoth闊的 supportcd by th己 anal}!sis givcn in th 巴 formcr

chapters. 

Part Onc 

rhree patterns of general atiituιes toward !ife and society can bc derivcd fro它也c

l1lcnliüncd ihrcc groups üfworks 

Optimism 
a. Li1'巳 is beautifuj (within thc limilations of naturc) 
b. Man has a 叫rong dcsire for long lifc 
c. Man 的 not anta叩nistic toward thc carthly , sccul盯 world. bu t rnore 

antagonistic toward naturaljimitation也
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d. Thc happincs弓 of mutrimonial1ifc b emphasizcd 

立 RcformiSlTI

u. Happine<;s is accc可sabl巳 only after struggl巳
b. Royalism ( .'1', li .rL'!1 1t ) is the w吋 that leads to happiness 
c. Pcople's happines冶 d己pends on thc est <l bli~hmcnt of a “ righ t" empcror to 

whorn a mandate ha~ been g1Vcn by Heav叩
d. Political grouping arc more import<l立t than family; Political carc巳r is much 

morc import <lnt than family lifc 
e. Th叮e are alway~ srnall lTlen surrounding th 巳 cmpcror ， ~cattcrcd in the local 

位eas， C(>rrupting good practiccs and inviting for巳 ign invaS lU n. Th叮cfore ， thc 
~trugglc is to clinl1孔 ate thesc small mcn <l nd confirm thc authority of th巳
C口1pcror

f D已tcnninism is thc rulc uf succc~~ and failurc 

3. Pe旨SUlllSlll

斗 S巳 cular lifc bv ilsd1' is contcmlibl巳 and mi~crabh~ 

b. 1:vil doing 叩d \vickeù men pr研ail m tllè \vorld The emperor and 11is 
administratio l1 arc unuble to relieve its people. Som叫imc~ (or 1ll0st of the 
timcs) the admini~tration itself i~ thc ungin of al1 ([im巳S

c. Only io som巳 particular cases, ccrtain h~叫-kc uppcar to punish the wlckcd and 
relicvc thc innocenl pcople 

u. Thcrc is no guarantcc of lïnuing a h~i斗-k巳 to ~ay nothing of bccoming onc 
c. Falalisrn becotnes lhc rulcs，叭/c門 thing d 巳pcnd、 on luck and fat已 Even the 

hsia-ke himsclf bccorncs a forceful mall sünply by f"ortune 
f. ln most of th己 ca~cs. 1h叮巳 is no fillal solution for p巳rvaslv 己 evils. (Especially 

those ha\' 巳 thcir origin built in the political institutioll.) The hsil1-ke in the 
end di~ <l ppcars frolll the scCUlät 50(心 ty in10 the d<lrkness 01' mountains, 
rernotc bordcr arcas or ovcr~cas 

Part Two 
1 11 scrnms that all thc three 泣spccts might h叫 c existeù 'iimutan巳 ously since the 

limc ()f S"sl1-ma C/I'ien 
2 日ut ， onc 01' tb 己 threc lcnds to bc dOlllmant in c巳rtuin particualr pcriod 
3. Thc s、 cond pattcrn wa~ uomÌnant frolll l:J tc Sunr; to ,Hing , and c叩ccially highly 

develυped in thc J1in.g pcriod. lntcrnal lI nrc~t und forcign invasion mighl havc 
Cünlributcd to lhj~ clevclopment. The third patterrl was dorninant in thc Ch'ing 
und Rcpuhlican pcnod~. 1'hc timc and ~pac巳 c(n: crcd hy thc commu nist rcgime 
must bc excluded from thi" pattcrn bccau間 of cntircly diffcrcnt way of lifc 
13ut tuduy'~ Ilong Kong, Tal\van (or Gvcn Singapor巳 )m叮， h巳 includcd in thi~ 

pattcrn. Thc pεoplc's loss of confidenc巳 1日 polilkal imtitu↑ 10孔 s has contribll1cd 
to thc devclopment of thc third patt巳rll. QU <llltilativcly sp叫 ki口g ， becausc of lack 
of data、 lt ca立 only bc ~aid that thc first pattcrn lllight be Dominant SOlllctime 
somevv.hcrc before thc Sung pcriod 
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