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*"The importance of the {potential) pause between subject and predicate s

reflected in the Chinese usage with regard to punctuation. It is true that most
of the older books were nol punctuated, but of the minority of books.that were, it
was the universal praclice to punctuale after u subjeet that was three or four
syllables long, sometimes even after one- or twosyllables subjects.” (CHAO Yuan
Ren, A (rammar of Spoken Chinese. Berkeley/Los Angeles: University of California
Press, 1968, D.68)
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: CHENG, F., L' ecriture poetique chinoise, Paris : Seuit, 1977, p.63.
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