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lt has oftcηbe巳 n noted lh斗: throughcut Freud'咒 psychüanaly tic且 1 1heo:y thcrc is 

an mccssant Though vain q ucst fOr ori墓m. The pcrslstcncc of thh dcsir巳 as it 1S shown 

in Frcud'~ insistence on the exisl巳 nc巳 and 巳 tTe c1 of primal n，叮叮叮ism ， primal ~ccnc ， 

p rl1山也 1 repre~sion ， llnmal pha孔仙詞C丸 and tl1C cvcd"lccting }Jirv'a l1 a Princip1c -is often 
undcrstocd as a strudufdl nec巳呵呵 ily fur his ~heory ， a m~ç;c that Freud has to makc in 

order lo hoìd 311 thc picccs of his analy"cs togcthcr. Or. tO pul it in ~crms of C S 
pjerce'可 concep~ of ιιabduction，" FrCll c1 's ，1日ovc is to generate from known fact可

{pathological bchaviOl) ncw hypoth的cs (cxplanatl01lS for thc b巳 havior) which , though 

situatcd o,ltsidc the \vorld of ohscIV <:lble phenυmenon (bchavior) , can ncvcrthc1css 
cxplam thc wofid of phtôncmenon (bchavior). (l lerein lic~ frcuu's <!_lleged Pl且tom~η1.)

ln that scnsc_ whai 1 問ud i日巴巴eking lurn~ 0'-.1:叭 he a cerlain kind of empiy spacc , not 
only bccau~ 公 the origins are llsually thc so-called “ pfl口lal" onc" which [ireud hi口l~clf

aclmits to bc (re-}con泣rllctions during anaìy把 s; hut more importalltly becau崎 lhe sc 
caJlcd origins ofien e可tablish th巳 ir mcaning and significancc only after th巳[益 ct- that 

l忌， dunnεlatcI experiences 0 1" di中lacεd mallifestations. !ntercstingly , these primal 
conccpb arc intricatcly n::Jatcd to each otbcr and all of them ~()mehow gcsture toward 
the C0 l111l10 1l origin ofhllnIan (physical (l nd psychical) lifc 

As far as the origins ùerive their cxi叫巳nce from latcr manifcstations 0 1' from dc 

fcrrcd cffc此 anù as far as there are ùialeC:-lcal rdationships helwccll the ori凹的 s and 
thcir manifcstatiolls , tllc prcscnt p3per propo~cs to demonstnlt己 that Frcuù's postula­
tion of the exi~~cnce ()f these 8rigim un c1 their impact un thc latcr psychic life of an 

orgam~m introdllc凹的 inter巳sti時 conccption of effectivily. Accoγding to lhis 
SnillO!'; 汀 11 CO I1 (_'('ptiηπ8_ "11 O Ilf，'η~ ;J n~~('nT prp,cbcly ill 1\也 df(. ('t s >l 110οη Iy ;n jr 有 cffccts

A conccption ()f eflectivily in thcsc tcrm也Il ol only help~ U~ rc-conc巳p1uali出 the

wiJely d的putcd notion of phylogcny but aJso rcveals the ev巳r-evolving as well as 
ever-r巳 peating naturc of humal1 p~yçbic lifc 

Pcrhaps an appγopriate place 10 ~:_art th巳 cxarnination \vould hc Frcud's coηstanl 
refe間nc巳 toιthc priγnal." Thc Illost farrlO u~ üne~ on thc lisT sccm to he primal ~ccn凶，

primaJ n::prcssioll , <!_nd primal narc~ssisrr:. 111 口iChα的院的e postlllation of these pro 
ccssc~ pomt~ to 問 rly stag臼 in Im l11 an 叫1lldividual dcvclop川 ent of which wc have 110 
positivc know \c dgc 110r any rca~ mcans of vcrification. 'Vhat Freud rcitcratc~ thcn is 

1 Ìl a~ lh巳se e山 ly ~t <igc~， of hurnan or mdi、 iduai develop ll1 ent havc serious impacts on 
th巳 later coursc that the crganism ~akc~，. lnter凹iingly en:)\_lgh , thc direclioll in which 
Freud prcscn:s hlS explanation of thc invoJved mechanis;n i~ never moving from the 
orig;n tO its cffects, bul alway 可 ηlOving from fhe pres巳 11 t (pa~hological) behλvior hack 
ward to thc (con吼叫c1ed) origin \Vhile 哨 e may cxplain tha-; by r肘。rtíng to the a叫ual
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scqucncc of thc unmvcling dUti71g 2.秒 lalysi趴 t is :norc si名nificant t:lal thi~ con~tant 

transport back to thc bcginnir,g is always grou l1ded in obtamcd facts or r己counb of 
fact日 g且thered through anaiyses conùuιted in the p 陀sen:

An examplc of this groundedne~~ 1S tbc cmcr，ιcnce 0 • thc prcblcm of p_rimaJ 
sccncs in Frcud's analysls of neu:osis. Thc 叩 aj_ysi~ of 叮lC fZIl'-ousιWolf M述了1" C的C

bTOUght thc term ιpriJT1 a~ sιcnc" to lhe fore as an explanation for the infantile …oots 
0 1' the Wolf 1\13n's neurosis. (Tlle tcrm was hrst used by Fr巳ud in thc 1890s and was 

featured in The lnterpretation of Dreams.) lt hJd bccn initially sLipulatcù 寺hat thc 
Wolf Man's fi[~t ~cxual inquirics foμowed his eXI犯ríencc of bcing ~educed hy his t-> istcr 

into sexual practices at an early age (when he was thrcc and half ycars old). Ev巳 n

though he had rcjcctcd hcr seduction , upon rc f1cct i_on of this incidcnt thc Wolf :\-1a n 
was now ashamed 0 1' the p且的ive rolc he play巳d in that scene_ But Frcuιwas le l1: with 

the problem of cxplaining :hc s汁。ng sensc of guilt which W(l S bclicvcd to bc at thc root 
of thc Wolf Man' 討 masochistic symptom~ anu anxiety. Thc ~olu:ion was found in 且

P'叫 liar but distir:ctive dr巳am the Woìf Man repo付ed ~o hav巳 had a: thc agc 0;-' four. In 
thh drcam hc saw six 01' í.cvcn whitc wolvc~ si~ting on a blg w :l lnul t ，ee;日 front of his 
window. The wolves had big tails 1ikc roxes and their e且~ pn此 ed like dogs. Out of 
a fcar ofbcir.g bitien by the w:J lvc日，自己 boy woke up 

Making tull use of the dre叩】凹al~iSIS hc had perfected hy thC !1, Frcud n:oved 
ahead to construct thc real m巳aning from :his drcam. lt was tllCl可 allcgcd tha: thc 
dream was actuaJ1 y abou• the primal sccnc tha! thc boy nHlst h恥 c had witncsscd aT an 
earlier age. fo be more 巳xact ， at the agc of onc and half years, ihc boy happcncd to 
witness ~exual coitus hetween his parcn:s. wìth his father adopting tbc posturc of 
standing upright and his moth巳 r tha: of bcnding dcwn Jikc an anin:a1. Thc act was 
under叫ood by the child as an ag月間ssion by thc fathcr in a sado-m出ochis:ic 1'c1ation 
ship , through which thc child discovercd thc vagina and thc biol(>gical significancc of 
masculinc and fe ll1 ininc. Thc sccnc 且lso gave ri話C to scxual cxci~ation in lhc chilι 
whilc at thc 沾了】 e tÌme proviùing a bash f'or ca以 ra!_ion anxiety 

The 曳tep~ in the tramfOJlllatio l1 ()f the lllalcrial ， ιιprimal scene wo1f ， lüry-f~iry talc of 

ιTbc Sevcn Liltlc Goat,,' " arc a rc f1ccti lJ n ül thc pro♀凹的 IJf th" dreamer's thoughts 
durlllg the consiructmn of thc urcarn. “10nging f()r sexual sati ，;f~ction fr (l lll !lis fa1l1er 
realiL~tion tllat castration is a neceSS:lry clJlldit lO11 of it-fcar of hb [-athc r." yl i, only 

at thb poi叭 i thmk, that \vc can rcgard the anxiety dream of thi、 fo llt'-year-()ld hoy as 
heing cxll au~tively explaÌJled , 1 

Thc sig t1 ifïcant ~hing he闊的 thal this is a casc of "deferrcd action" in Fr巳ud's

terms. The dcsc1'iption of thc drcmn was givcn hy thc pa口cnt at the agc of tWCJlty 
fivc rcmcmhering th巳 Impr巳句slon可 and impuls的 of his fourth y巳aγ which 泣 th <l t early 

age he would ncvcr have found \\'01吐 s fo r. Thc drcam is then analy叫d as a dclaycd 
manif的tation of a扎 anxious statc when thc child was onc and a half, to which hc had 
bccn unablc to reacl adcquatcly. At th e 咕e of four the anxicty was reviv叫 hyanothcr
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seχuιl 巳叉口tation ， but thc full impact of thc firsl scene , or even thc 3cknowlcdgc Il1 cnt 
01 lts ex的扯了1CC ， V!8S not pmslhle until much 13ter when thc putient was t",'enty-fivc 

Frcud li:msc1f 的 110t blind to ':hc facÎ that ] uηg. among many olh叮 peoplc ，

TIl aint2ill~ lhal sccr:cs from early m~'ancy <l rc not rcproductiom 0 1' real ,)C currcnccs 

ralhcL they are products of th 巳 ünagination. which “ scrvc ä呵呵。Ill C kind of symholic 
reprcsenl3tion of r巳al \vishe也 ancl in， cre~尬， and which OWC their mlgin to a rcgrc叭 lve

lenùc r:cy , to 811 avc:rsion from thc p ，chl倒了lsofthep叮叮叭 "2 FrCL叫，有 r己 spo九sc. how­

evcr, is varicd "t diffcrent points of ;-he discu55ion. Somctimcs he makcs lh 巳 modcst

claim [hat wh盯 m ，只 ters is that "îhc pa[IC們的 rhem間lve~ gradually acquire a prof.υund 

conviction of the rcality of 令hc~c primal scenes, a conviιtion \vhich is in no respcct 
inferi{汁的 onc bas叫 upon recollection 川 At othcr timcs. hc insists thal “ It IS Im]WS 

siblc tÌlal i1 c孔n b巳 ;mythmg: c1sc than lhc rcproduction 0 1" a re叫 i1y expcricnccd hy 
:he ch ild. "4 

Thc shiftincss 01' Freud's 陀sponsc to othcr pcoplc's challeng巳、Tné\y b巳 sympto

rr; atic 0 1" his own unccrtainty aboul the rcality 0 1" Îh巳 se primal sce'lcs. but Prcud is 
gcn巳I"ally stcadra~[ in his claim5 of thc mcvitab Jc rcality of thc witne~~ing of the primal 

sce1ìc. "For a child , Jikc an adult , can pγoducc phanta~i巳~ only from matcnal \vhich 
ha電 b巳cn 8cquircd from 討ornc sOUJcc or othcr. ".1 Freud's insistcnce on sct!Ínεthc 

exrcricncc at a tcmporal mornent in the carhcst year~ of thc patient's hfc is a kind of 
sejf-misun已巴的tanding: duc t。今he nalure 0 1' his own historical moγllcnt he could Il ot 

fuliy comprchcnd thc implicatbns of h臼 hypothcsis. Thc 間alizatlO n 0 1' thesc implica 
tion品 ha~ to \vait uniil 201h c巳 nturv hermeJlcutics finù~ thc words fDf it 

As Paul Riçocur put~ it , "'facts' in psychoanalysis arc 口1 no \1/ ιl.y fads of 

obscrvable hehavioT. Th巳y arc 'rcp。一b.' 卅八nd as report~ to be dcciphcrcd , trans 
latcd , ancl int巳 rorctcd ~he “ fact" cf thc primal s正 cnc has üs cxistcn七 e jn tbc l1ltricacie~ 

of discoursc, in thc rccounts of a drc8m that the nO\v 25-year-cld Wol 1' lVLl.l1 had at 
寸】己 age 01' four , a dream • hat i~ thcn deciphercd a~ conccrning a sccn 巳 thc boy alleg巳 d

ly had witncsscd at thc agc 0 1" Dìl巳 and hal f. A也 S Ll ch. that ι 1'ad" ()f thc nrimal 只nη巴

比前Jcast twic己 rcmov 巳 d 1'1'0111 any hypoth吋iC <l J "1"cal" l11 0rncnt Qfbe~ng. Its momcn~ 

of bccoming lies Cl ctll 且lly in rhc vcrh且Ii乙 atlons dllrlllg tJlC laTcr analysis and !rca:menl 
!ts presenc己的 t Ìi en ， proppcd UpO I1 its 巴 rfCcT~ lhe discüurse ahout the neurosi~. C:on­

~cquentl)l ， thc mattcr is no longcr an cffcctivity in lhc 山ual scnsc as pr巳scribed by thc 
natural sciences. Ins1ead. j! i 可 "0 巳盯ectivity tlla 1. h出 donc away \vitll thc insulation of 
origin from its e f!巳 ct and has establishe lÌ a tolali 1.y fonncù hy thc indivisihility of 
oηεn from effcds. 1n short , being enta l1 g1ed in disc()ur~c. ~hc effectivit:).' cstabli"hcJ 
且erc is 10 he comp陀hensible only in lenn~ ()f hermencutles. As such , thc primal 
sc巳nc the origin of neuγ0，的 h叭叭) nccd fcr any Illctaphysic8ì or ontological 
existcnce/privilegc. The origin , as lh巳 ιC::lU SC" of the ncuro~is 日cs cxactly whcre il~ 

e!Tecls 且re ， in tlle discoursc produc巴 d by thc (palhological) anxidy 
H is clcar fωom rhc ahovc clbcus~Í8n tha: the primal sιene 1可 not to he under~tood 

a~ a m);~terioLl S rnomení-oulside the paticnr's ncurosis 0: thc later :ccount o[ thc 
d問叩】 in thc hisi. ory of an in d. ividual or mankind in g .. :meral. nor 的 i: to he ~:.Ù\. 巳lJ as 
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the direct chronological "cause" of the later neurosis. lnstead , the primal scene is to 
be seen as inherent in its manifestations in the discourses surrounding the dream , the 
phantasy, and ,the neurosis. Or, to pl注 it more su已 cinctly ， the origin has its existence 
precisely in i“ many distorted，也splaced ， perverted manifestations. Consequently 今

the search for origin is to be located in c10se analyses of the discourse and symptoms 
at hand, rather than the ceaseless debate of the rea1ity or falsehood of the primal 
moment 

This rather strange “ cause-effect" reìationship fïnds substantiation not on1y in 
the dimension of discourse as demonstrated in thc ca"e of the prima1 scenes, but a150 
in the economic dimension of the motili可 of quantities. For thi5 we turn to Freud's 
theory of “primal repression" and “ the return of the repressed." 

Freud himself always considers the theory of repression as “ the p i1lar on which 
出e edifice of psycho-analysis rests'刊一the foun且ation from which the notion of “ the 
unconscious" derives its meaning-and it is in the context of this important notion that 
the dialectica1 relationship betwecn the odgin :l11d its cffects finds an apt demonstl詮

tion. In his clinical experience , Freud repeate社 Iy noticcs that when he analyzes a 
neurotic patient without the help of hypnosis, he ‘ s confrontcd with unexplainable 
failures of memory on the patie帥's part , which then oppose and block thc analytic 
work. These faüures of memory , according to Freud , do not mean a total10s5 of the 
memory of certain experiences but signal the allocation of th閃e memories to a 自alm

inaccessible to consciousness. Or to put it differently , these ideas are repressed , barred 
from entering consciousness 

It is in Part II of his “ Project" that Freud first deals directly with tÌle work of 
repression as it is demonstrated 111 a path010gical phenomenon-compu1sion-fo山ld in 
his hysterical patients. He describes compulsion as excessively intense ideas which 
emerge into consciousness with special frequency but without the course of events 
justifying their persistent appearance. What Freud discovers in analysis is that an 
incongruent idea A, that drives the patient to tears, is capable of doing thus only 
because the real “ cause" of tears, an unconscious idea B, is barred from entering the 
consciousness and has taken up A as its disp1acement. Freud tenl1S idea A as 
"compulsive" and i位ea B as "repressed." Thus the repressed idea B returns to the con 
SClOusnesδof the patient only under the guise of the conscîous idea A. What needs to 
be remembered here is that 刊的 the jdea that is repressed; its cathexis is yet to find a11 
alternative route for discharge. The mechanism that dominates this process is cast 
in purely economical terms; that 芯， the compulsion 1S describcd in temlS of the ex 
cessive quantity it has attracted and the repressed in te口ns of the quantity of which 
it has been deprived 

In a later essay titled “ Repression" Freud modi日es and substantiates this brief 
case demonstration in the “Project." He now divides the scope of repression into 
three phases. In the first phase, there is “ primal repression ," the “ already" formcd 
nucleus of the primally repressed material in the unconsdous. which functions as a 
strong cathexis and attracts any ideational representatio11 that may show the slightest 
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cor,ncdlons or si;TIì12ri~ies wi1h th巳 primally æpressed. The second pbasc , rcprcs~ion 
proper, is whcrc the attractian fron: thc primal1y represscd and the rcpulsion [,001 -:hc 
ccnsors~lÍp agency wuri( together ~O keep the now rcpl穹的ed idca from cntcγmg con 
他lousncss 口L曰ng the third phase, rcturn 0 1" thc Icpresscd，也c affccT that ha~ been 
stripped from thc now reprcsscd idca emc了gc~ in10 consciousness in th巳 guisc of 
symptoms, d咒am芯 etc. In other words. because cf thc 閃P陀ssion. the affcct h品 to go 
through various 1r;ms~.onnations bcforc it can gain entrancc into conscicusnes, 

Many questicns remain unamwered ir: this latcr òelineation of the theory u1' 
repre~sion. Thc most immediatc onc i~ of CO Li rsc the qucstion of primal rcprc油10n

lf the Dri立lä l1y rcrrcs~ed ideas formιnuc1eu討 0 1" high cathexis and attract late-coming 
id 巳 ational represc !1 tations, how is that forn， a令的扎 initiaJly cffcctcd 句 How i5 th(' bigh 
cathexis maintained') Anù finally , what aγ.c thc 句 c pnma: ideas that a了e repressed? 
Fr巳ud ccrtainly docs not help much in provìding amwcr~ to these questions. All \vc 
are told l~ that thcsc ideεs are memories of “ arcbaic experienc巳缸" If pursu巳 d furthcr 
Frcud 'liould probabty refcr to phylog凹ly f"or eJaboration. ÅS in the casc of primal 
sι 巳nc\ th 巳 existence of thc primally rcpres札d is only arrivcd at through cxamining 
[ts t 'tvice removed d 巳，ivation the return of the rcprcsscd 

FU rL hermore , ~f thc iùcas arc rcprcssed , which means thcy could ncver enter 
consciousness withod disguise , Frcud is lert to work with and f:corn only thc ob~erved 
hu令 dÌ~pìaced manifestations of this rcpr臼sion as display巳d in “ the rctum of the 
reprcssed." Thc questlon then bccom的 how do wc recogni7c wlm↑ thc “ rcp了 cssed'

wa~ if it has alr巳 ady bccn distortcd bcyond rccognilioll? On t~)P of thc probl己m. of 
[，刊guistic cntangl巳 mcnt. thcr巴山江OW thc addcd prohlem of displacemcnt 

Herc we end up 1n the ~amc situation \vc wcre in ~hc casc 0 1" pri'llal scenes 
What wc ùo know al它 only recapitulation -, êlnd disfÏgurations of thc original , ncvcr 1he 
rea] thing. Signi臼cantly ， Freud's movc lS to do h凶 best to ICcons1ruct thc reprcssed 
wlsh , th巳已istorted dcsire.- 1hc "rcprcssed" th::lt is seeking to >eturn. Fr巳ud's analy~:~ 

of thc rcturn of thc repreS5eù can ihus he sccn as an intcresling version of his pUfsuit 
n 01 ouglll 

It has already been statcd ihat what l~ repressed is the ideational repïesentation of 
an instinct c問.Vl立g for satisf8ctio叫 thc ac1ivated insti們 ctual impul旨c 5t ;;1 drjves 011 for 
satisi"action. The accumulatcd quantity/en巳rgy h山 to find dischargc What arises 
th巳 n 111 rnany cascs 1倍 a 口}mpromise-1'onna~icn in thc guise of WlllCh lhe reprcsseι 
m凹no叮叮ay gain entrancc to cD l1sciou~nc~s，且 s we have discussed in 咄巳 casc of 
P.1C!110ry A taking up thc affcct strippcd from rcprc治ed mCIllo可 B. Thc most pro 
mincnt cxarnplc of thc~e comprornisc fonnatiom may be Freud、 famo山 targct

drcarns 
Whilc I孔osê drcam analysç~ in history havc focLl s巳dont1tcm山1ifcst content of thc 

drcams, Freud inslead chooses 10 postulate that thc manife5t contcnt ~s l1 0t a11 there is 
Instead , it is th巳 rcsult of complicated drcam work \vhich trιmfonns latcnt d rcam­
thoughts into manifest d時間l-CQntent. He goe5 on CurtÌlcr to cJaim !.ha: it is possible 
to reconstruct the compìicatcd proccsses of drcam wιrk ,md thus re~ric'/c t~lC latent 
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dγeam thoughts. F urth即 ìt can be dcmonstratcd tha: the drcam thoughts , t斗也已n

together, ful 1ï、 consclOus 0扒拉ost oftcn. rCDre~~cd wishes of the dreamer-these 
wish臼 are th~ :rue origìn of ,hc drcams. These :ccprcssed wish肘，但nce they are re 
pres山ed. a自 1 1"1 no way apparcnt to thc drcamer; nor do they 泣and in any 曰mplistìc

rclatìonship with thc dremn content. (Consider thc medidtion of dream work.) 
What dreams arc , in thc final analysis, is then prccisely the return of thc repre~~cd 

in di~guisc. The cconomic vicw has it that the 巳 ocrg)' aSSOCJιtcd wÎth the rep間的ed

、Nish-:_he "origin" of ùrcams- has to he fcckoncd with; that is ~o say. it has to bc given 
an outle t. Thís driving force then sclects thosc ideas which can bc admittcd into con 
sciousncss, atlach的 tself to them , ar_d 卒ushcs toward rcalizatioo. This chara叫CYlLatlon lS 
of course grmsly simp1istiιtl1C network of disguiscs is never acddentally establisheù 
Prioritics are givcn to thosc idcas that havc optimum chance of cntcriog consdousnes~ 

<l nd the lcast chance of heîng detccted as substituting for ~he rcprc~scd idea. The 
proccsses of drcam woγk -cor.densalion, djsplacem(~nt ， representability，叩d 間condary

reVlslü立 form thcmsclvc._ il1 to ~uch a structurc ~I阻，“lthougl、泣的 only tllc 訂cam con 

te l1t (effccts) that is cvai:able for analy可is ， thc prcsence of thc repres~ed wish (0江gin)

is fdt t !1 nmghout the st:uctu間 More Dreci間ly ， the overriding repre ':ised idea leavcs 
its traccs 111 thc choice and arra l1gemcnt of !he drcarn conten況 In !he lïnal analysis 
this un~ccn p:esencc of the rcprcssed wish is actually thc organizing principlc of its 

subst1 tute fonnations-drcams. The origin <l nd its cffe口 s are again indivisible from 

each othcr 
So far we havc cstablishcd that in Frcud's qucst, thc origin is ObSCLlfCd by the 

linguistic accounts p了。 vided by the patien~s and by the disp1aced and distorted mani 
festations of dreams ë_nd sympioms. The only footing thc “ origin" has, ironically 
enough, h exadly io th巳se discour~cs aod ùi~placements. 13csides thc linguistic and 
巳叩nomical accounts of this motiva!Íng origi叫 thcre is also t11c dynamic dimcnsion that 
we nccd to cor>siclcr. Anò for this discussion we turn to one of U1C cornerstoncs of 
Prcud's thlòory: thc dcath instincts 

As one of the mo~t controvcrsiaJ of thc psychoanalytical conccpts , this group of 
l孔 stincts are hcld to dcnote U1C fundamcntal tendcncy of cvcry living bcing to rctu口I

to a prcviolls and inorganic statc , rhat 的 to a state ()f inertia. The notion has its most 
dc也nitc precurscr in the "Pr吋 ect" wherc Frcud represents psychic 主 1 proc巳sses a~ 

qua.n tit且l. iv巳ly determined states ()[ neurones which take as thcir only goal to divest 

themselve~ of quantity (cncrgy/tension) whenever possible. This tcndency and process 
of dischargc is bclicved to bc the p叫mary function of ncuronic ~ystcms and thus of 
p~ychic activitics in gcn巳r2.1 Anothcr name for this phcnomenon would heιlhc 
pleasurc princip1c"; thc Îre巳 l1 0wing of quantìty toward dischar莒巳 1n its 巳xtc巳me

(archaic) fonn , th 巳 organism generatcs llaEucir: ations in order to reproduce thosc ideas 
that havc prcviously brought satisfaction-which Frcud is' latcr to tCTInιprimal 

narcissi~m." Howevcr, rhis c()nsüm~ drive for 賠lf-gratifying discharge m巳ans the death 
of tbe organism , for isn't this statc of no tcnsion/e江crgy thc 凹mc as death? Further­

rnorc, ho\''' call an organism functioning accordillg to this principle survìvc? 
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I-Ierein 1ics thc parεdox 01' Frcud'滔江扒 alysis. To be an orga :'1ism , t:::: be allve at a11 
means thc dcath-likc s1ate cannot bc. With stimuli coming from the outsidc wo:dd , bc 
organisrn can [(:sort to Eight to i!lducc a cessation 8f the sti.mul i. But as e:ndogenous 
stimuli a1so arisc from somatic c1cments within the organ的Tl1.. hungcr, rcspiration 
sexua1ity , or as we cal1 them , th巳 facts of life-an c. thc口 cessatton can only be e!Tcctcd 
if cerlain definite conditions arc rc己lizcd in thc ex!cmal worlè 、 it thcn bccomes 
nccessa可 that the 0祖叩isrn takc 巳ertain actions in ordcr to sat叭fy thc intcrnal necds 
That mcans. thc 0天ganism \vi l1 have to storc up ö. certain amoullt of cnergy so as to 
havc it at it5 disposal whcn needed. ln this case , thc cnel莒，/ is bou nd at first and then 
fiows in a co丘troiled m8.nner. as opposcd to thc frce , unhindcrcd flow in thc prima可
P叩開的的

As evident froη1 thc 垃bovc cxpiication, Frcud' .s discovcry i.s quitc dramatic. The 
very concept of an 0屯am以11 imp1ics that thcrc is a pennancnt maintenancc of an 
cne阻y lcvel unequúl t{、 ZC[O， Tbat ls to say , as the 。可anlsm 15 “ born." its neuronic 
system is born to capiiulatc aηd abandon it 'j original trend toward a reèu(沌的 n of its 
levcl of tension to zero. lcarOlng “ :0 toleratc a storc of quantity sufficicnt to m巳et

the demands for spccific action." This thcn is thc Principle of COllstancy-the 
te lll.lency o~' the organism to maintain a dctcrm叩 ant lcvcl of ene屯y. Yct the pcrsist­
cnce of thc pleasurc principle is not 巳 radica1ed; it is only modifïcd. \Vhile energy is 
mainta:ncd at a certa1H lcvcì ， ιthc samc trend s叫 1 persists in thc modi吐cd fODn of a 
tendency to keep thc quantiêy down , ö.t lcast , so far as pmsihle and avoid any inc凹asc

in it (that 眠的 k出p it 可 ievel cf tension constant). An the performances 01" 

thc neuronic sy吼叫1 arc to bc compri 月ed undcr the heading eilher of 位 cpnma叩 func

tion or of thc sèco r:;dary functicn imposcd hy the cxigcncies of Hfc."8 
Wec且n c!eariy sec thc root ot the problcm cven 1n this early account ofpsychic 

mechanisms. Thcrc is a cerlain ten5ion betwecn complete discharge , which thc 
Principle of Inertia-thc ~o-callcd originaì statc rcquire浴; and thc reduction of quantity 
to a fixed lcvcJ but no1 to zeTO , which the seemingly deriv且tive Constancy Prillcip1c 
I;; nta i.ls. Th巳 differencc ， [0 put 江 sirnpiy ， is t11c final destl:W!l')且 of thc n:tum !o zero 
)[ì one case , 0γto aιonst且nt mi,limum in thc othn ;;.jt th的 tcmion 1S JlO long巳r
cγeated by d的~oursc ， nor by dislïguration , but hy a perversion necessilated by !ife 
itsel f. And this tcmion i5 to he further polarized as Fret',d movcs beyoηd h 的 1920

turning point 

Furthermo Te. Fr巳ud complicat叮叮iC prcblcm by jJ roposíng t11&t “From the first , 

howevcr, thc principle 01" inertia /'\ upset by anothcr se1 of circumstanccs" (my undcr-
1in巳)9 -mcaning thc facts {)f 1ife itse!1" involve the 叩 odi l\ cation of primary proccsscs 
into secondary processes. freud's accounl on thc one hand implies a òronological 
dilTe阻ηtiation bctween thç two proccssc丹 (8.口 d ~he t\vc p汀 nciplcs) ， but on the otÌler 
haηd emìlhasizcs the co-開 is:ence of t11c two prCCCSSC5 (and thc two prlnciples) from 
the s1a r1. 1'h :1t mcans the lner~i2 Principk is ncvcI without thc Constancy Principle 
In that SCDSC. whicli is thè tn,e hc.s:c 叭nciple of the nωronic sy stem and of 1ifc itself! 
Thc rcal force of th巳 probl巳!ll is yct to :reach i1s heigr、 t whcn 令 he death \J1 stincts are 
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introduced much later 
This early discussion of lnertia-Constancy encounters certain serious challenges 

as Freud's clinical practices lead him to notice certain acts the patients perfoηn which 
do 泣。t compìy with the pleasure principle. First there i8 the compulsion to repeat 
which is prevalent in his patients who suffer from transference neurosis. These patients 
often are compeUed to repeat acts which a阻 obviously painful in themselves. Freud 
has 叩me to the conclusion that these a c;ts function as a substitute for remembering 
the repressed material. But if the pleasure principle decrees that the lowering of 
tension is pleasure and the heightening of te11sion is pain , then these acts obviously 
cannot be explained by the pleasure principle. The acts in no way produce pleasure; 
instead of a lowering of te11sio11 , they often involve a dramatic ìncrease of tension 
Freud is forced to concede that “ Pleasure and 'pain' cannot, therefore, be referred to a 
qualltitative increase or decrease of somcthing which we call stimulus-tcnsion , although 
they clearly have a great deal to do with this factor 叫o This reconsideration of the 
concept of pleasure directly contributes to the emergeηce of the notion of the death 
instincts 

1n relation to the compulsion to repeat observed in transference neurosis, Freud 
a1so finds the issue of masochism and i“ tendency to induce pain on the organism 
itself puzzling. For if thc pleasure principle holds true , then masochism 、刊uld be 
completely incomprehensible. Thcse perpetual recurrences 01' the same unpleasu阻，ble
血ing compel Freud to proposc that t11e阻 might be something that is more basic t11an 
the pleasure principle , that the compuJsîon to repeat overrides !he pleasure principle 
and is fed by “ the wish ... to conjure up what has been forgotten and repressed."')_ 
Freud then go的 on to as抽rt that “It see附 then ， that an instinct is an urge inherent 
in organic life to resto阿 an earlier stote of thi l1gs which thc living entity has been 
obliged to abandon under the pres冶ure of external disturbîng forces; that is , it is a 
kind of organic elasticity , or, to put it another way_. the expression of 坐立l旦旦且且
也坐立且主主旦旦已進" (my underline).i2 This reformulation of the basic principle of 
Jjfe u曲ers in the death instinct 

Within the context of _fJI' VO叫作le Pleasure Principle Freud rephrases the Prin 
ciple of Inertia “The dominating tendency of me11tal Jife 、 and perhaps of ne押ous 1ife 
in general, is the cffort to reduce , to keep constant or to remove internal tells10n duc 
to stimuli (theιNirvana principle ,' to borrow a teml from Barbara Low) ...."13 It is 
here that the originallnertia Principle is clear1y transformed into the Nirvana Principle 
which underlies the âeath instincts 

The direct consequence of this reformulation i5 that instead of the plcasure 
principle , the Nirvana Princip1e now becomes the motivating force behind life. The 
organ凹n preserves its life so t抽t it wil1 die in its own time and in its own wa)' , warding 
oÎf the possibility of returning to lllorganic state through means other than those 
which are. immanent io the 。耳amsm 山elf This is 些已些單位坐坐丘且主旦旦主主主
In other words, thc retum to zero , ironically , sparks life. Similarly , the organism 
may have a basic tcndency to return to a previous ino用anic statc as a 叫le. but the fact 
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that it is an organism pr巳scribes that the return to zero will always be suspended until 
a later time. In otller \J.'ords，令he 曰lstence of life itself has made death, the Nirvana 
Principle , a deferred reality 

The dynamic relationsh中s between thc ~irvana Principle and the Constancy 
Principle then beco口le the fccus of the present inquiry. As tbe organism emerges to a 
new stage of developmenιits original “ cause" of being , the Nirvana Principle , is no­
wbere to be observed. Deatb Îs not to be seen in life, yet its p間sence is felt in a11 of li品'8

principles. That is to say , the origin of life , which is unobservable , turns out to be the 
motive force in life itsel f. The retum to zero is then the justification for the develop 
ment and growtb of the organism. But at the same time , to be alive means that the 
retum to zero has been suspended. That is why in the Constancy Principle we do not 
find a return to zcro , only a reduction of tension to a stable minimum: zero has be 
come impossible und訂 these circumstances. But that certainly does not mean that the 
rctum to zcro has been replac民:1 by the Constancy Principle , for it is exactly in the 
Constancy Principle that we detect the motive force of the return to zero , The two 
forces not only work together but also oppose each other. The inter官sting thing is 
the “otiginal" principle finds expr啥?也 on and existence only in its opposite , în a per­
verted formulation Qf its self 

Perhap~ Freud hims的lf is not awa間 of this conception of effectivity that his 
lhe。可 imp1ies. But we see evidences supporting that effectivity throughout Freud's 
work , The quest(ion) of origiηemerges as an ef[ort to find an explanation for 
observed behavior and the explanatioll has been found. Linguistically , Freud's effec 
tivity is a kind of self-referentiality. Economica11y , his effectivity is the overall struc 
turc in which the return of the 悶pressed is located. And final\y , dynamical1y speakir池，
his effectivity 1S thc J咒nrel1ed presencc of thc origin. In short , the origin may be 
obscured by various factors-the linguistic entanglements of discourse , the distortions 
a，吐出splacements demanded by defence , the antagonistic pe押ersion necessitated by 
life j;self-but 址 1s always to bc situated right where these disfigurations are 
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