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GENERlC NOUN PHRASES lN ENGLlSH 

的 fcn Liu 

1. INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this paper is to discu的 the gen巳ric use 0 1' the English dcfinite 盯ticle

the , the indefinite a(n人 and thc zero artic!eφA typical example of this kind of usc of 
articles can be illustrated by the following examplc 

(1) a, The dog is a mammai 
b, A düg is a mammal 
cφdogs are mammals 

In (la一c) we have a gencric use of the , a generic use of a, and a generic use of <þ re凶pcc

tjvely. In (1), all thc three sentcnces seem to express mo悶 or lcss the same idca and the 
three subject NPs all s巳em to refer to more or less the samc thing, i. e. the species of 
dogs. This is dìffercnt from the non-gcneric uses of articlcs. 111 sentences like the 
following 

(2) a, I saw the dog 
b Isawadog 
, I 叫N 11 dog, 

the three object NPs refer to quite different things. In (2的， the de丘nite ~p the d.οg 
refers to a particul缸 dog "familiar" to both speaker and addressec. In (2b), the inde
finite ?\P a dog refers to a specific dog “unfamiliar" to the add問自ee. 111 (2c)，也巳
indefinite plural dogs refe曰 to some non-specific dogs 

"Nfass nouns , like count nouns , are also used to generalize Qver a whole class of 
entities. For example 

(3) u. Watcr is es;;cntial to lifc 
b. Gold is prccious 
c. Snow falls 

(3) shows that we usc the zero article with a mass noun to m位自 a gcneralization 0、 er

the class designated by tÌle mass noun. (1) and (3) are typical cxamples of generic uses 
of articles. To generalize over a whole class of entities, for count nouns, we usc etther 
a or the followcd by a singular form , or we use the ZC1"O articlc followcd by a plural 
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(，已】 lel ic \u'J l1 T'Ì1 :as.:' in Ln~lish 

l"om. as ~h O\vn J!l (1): j"Of Il1山、t1 ()Ull~. \v已 u忱的(_' z己1"0 arlil:]c 

Cornpunn g: th t' ~è forrm wlth TIll' non-ge llL'fl ,: II'>C~ of 盯 ti c.: k月 Wc' !ïnd two lorms 

mi~~ing. i [' "thc + Ill:J的 110U115" ;l nd "fhe +N~". D。叭 c usc /he Willl a rIl a~~ l1 0un in 

i 部 ll l'í al ~lall:lll t' nt: Y l'~_ \,.h' h恥 c 、，'n ll' l lCc、 11kc

(4):1. :Vkyl、 1 月 rl \',; IIIl i叭的 the \\.':"n 

卜 1 ~ () rl l' 丸。叫↑ ur /he blol)(j 

(BO'j月el 1 ()司 5 ， P 約 1)

Do \h~ lI SC tr口~ followcd 1))' :J plural nO Ll ll TO l"efer tO .1 g巳 neralilv'j Y凹 \Vc h山 c

~cn1叩心s likc 

(之)“ \lu、 I peopk t:l1 i ，)、 thc :nll、陀、 (llk m.)

11. The male、江】 e d ， ua 、， I rυu日汁 (p_ 1 部l)

\\'c ~LT th叫，111 Thc f(了 rms üf th 已 llon-g l' llCnC Lbe~ ()f artid,'s "hav 、 thcir cuuntGrpart旨

111 gcnnie m，'~. l~ th巳 gt:口已 ric U5 t' 0 1' >rtldö r c: laT t' d 10 thc non-gclll:ric U~C III any way: 

lIow du臼 thc l!t'l1nic U~l: (l f 盯tides ari~e~ \\/h:廿九1"e thc Slll1Ì lnritic~ al\d dilTen:ll閃電'"

lIl C川!nW日 among th們è genenc m己~ 0 1" ärtlck~ 'i 1 'urthcrmωr巳， what (HC thc re叫 rictiom 011 

thc distributiO !l of th己、C various gC l1 cric 'N h? Comldcr 

(自)沾沾111 mvcntcd ~llè wlicd\!'.'llccbi*a whccl ÌlI pru lUhistoric tim的

h_ Dci問叫， ~n impurtani flgu 【己的 tllC ,!ève]opmnll üf thc 11 0\- eli*n叭址、 a Jl OVc] 

(屯ll:m. 1 ()86_ VII] 二 pp 1 "'9-40) 

(7) a The mammal sucklcs j(電 yOI叫2

b 鼎 Th l' tree ,gl\'ièS utT carholl LhuXIL!C <l τnight 

(l lmng , 1 州 2 ， pp. 3D-]!) 

\Vc ~C已 some rcstrictiu l1 011 tbc Lh~tTibutioll uf the gl'neric u~c 0 1' thζdcfinite anick 

in (7) , and abo rC~ ↑ nctlon巴 on the gcneric use of thc iddinitc artide in hoth (6刊)

and (6h). ln (ôh) , thc ICro articlc is not 311owed , either \Vhy? 1he"e <l J 巳 the m3in 

qUötion:-. lo h巳 addrc~~cd in thi月 papcr

rhi~ papcr is OI 戶aniL{~d as i'ollows. Section 2 di~cu 、s臼 the generic u峙。r rþ 

Section 3 dcals with th巳 gCDcnc us巳 of the. Section 4 is abo Ll t thc gcnenc usc of a 

Finally. ~ecti()η5 is a cO f1 clusioll 

2. THE GENER!C USE OF THE ZERO ARTICLE 

Carlson 's \vork (]977 , 1082 , 1989) ha~ made significant 日mtributions to our 
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JO Ll rnal of lI ulllallitiL~ 卜 ast ，/\、巳 51

und巳 r~tanding of the se l1l antil'S of Fng iJ,h gencn.: 可cnt巳 llCC~ ， and 1九lrtlcul盯 ly ， Wh3t 

he calls "barc plurab" , 1. C plural NP話 withou! any dctcrmi Jl cr , ~uch 晶 books and 

cats 

Carl,on (1 (7 7) diqinguishcd two rnajor use呵。f ban' plurah_ On l' i~ V>..'hat i~， 

traditional l:\--- rcgarded as thc plural cou IlTnpart of a ,ingular \J p dctnmim'd by thc 
singular lndcfmitc articlc a(n J. ~Ll ch 的 11 hook and 11 CμI Thl也 U~l: ot burc 1) lu了州

的 found in sentCTJCc<:' 11ke rh巳 folloWlllg

(8) a, 1 lwl diTHl cr wllhfriends lasl ni r; lit 

b , Slwients al Slant 心rd lJl1l \-C 叫'y' debal<:u UVC1'江山I] r ， c caìbJ Wc,lnn (叫 lun:

Lζilrs wcrc put t 的 ~lccp allJ t ]i凸 lhcd lwu U; tl11CC l:山 S l~llcr 

In (8) , the undcrlincd bar巳 plural、 all senn 10 h盯巳 an "CXl只 tenti;-Ii" r l: Udl 鬥倍 i t:. they 

all hav巴巴咕咕entially thc fOfC l: of.\ornc Traditionall')-,'. thi可 kind of ban- plural h calktl thc 

indefinÎt t: plural 

Thjs u"巳 0 1' bare plurals i~ diffcrcnt rl'OTt! thc usc 叭 c filld III 間ntcncc~ ltke 

(0) 且由t.\ arc !l1<1ll1T1lah 

b. Dο;.;s hark 

ι Birds 11 恥 C WlTl恥

ln (9) , thc unuerlin巳 d hare plur:lls a11 心em 10 havc aιunjvcr~:II" rc C\ din日I. C" th內<1 11

ha、 c c、~\;ntiälly thc force 01αll. Thc~e barc plurab an' tra tÌ iton且Ily grouped 的巨己的εflC
:\p可

Carlson claimnl Ulat '-l harL' plural ibclr is not ambi日llom. tlle t'xi~tcntial or ulli 

ver~al n~a c1 ing 0 1' <1 harc plural can ahvay討 bc 叫 tributcd to ~()mc a呵)<:ct of thc cnviroll 

mCTl t whcrc it 仁 ccur~. COllSld叫

(1 0) 已恥b Ji- ,___ bJï:dl 拉 ~li thc :JJck,i\,J 
b. f)o旦、 bi!fk

1n (1日 a) ， we havc aJl cxi~tcntial rc叫ing of tlJ t' barc pluraL and in (1 0b) , thc barc plu刊l

l~ gen巳fIC. Jn 110b) thc gcncric fcading ari活c~ hCC a!l 話c thc vcrb i:, 1Il tllC pn~scrlt ~i lTlpk 

tcnsc , wltich :;uggc:， t~ t h:lt barking lS a pεrmancnt 01' ch2factcrisltc lτ且i1 ()f thc 5p t' cic~ of 

dogs. On thc other hand. in (1 0a). th巳 \'nb is lr1 thc prc~enl progrcSS1\'C rorm. Thc 
temporal aspccl ()f thc vCïb .mplt肘 lh斗;_ thc 咕 nt :ò riCC 的 not a ';tatu11cllt 扎了 cu~ 苦。!Tl C pcr 

ma立ent pmp二 rty ,,1' tllt; W}IO).;, ~peciL 巳 êlnd hen ,:e the 巳xi 5tential re <l ding ，Iri 只u、

吼?巴馬巳t' that vcrh tcmc or asp(:;ct determincs whethcr a b 3.re plural is b,'ing used 

gencnca l1y or nüt in c址:叫 likc (10). 1n OThcr ca~c 月 like

(11) n. O"，.. ls <l rca叭"akc

b. 0\>',']; arc lIl tclhgCllt 
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GCl\ (;n~ Noun Phribe, Ln Ln日 li ， h

\vc havc ;J cle:.JT llltU1 tion thélt (1Ib) i~ 月 gcneral ~tatclllent about thc spccics ()f owls 

whcrca可 for (1 1 a) wc do no t. Thc gcncnc OT Il on-gencnc 可en<;c of thc bare plural is 
brought oul by jhl: rc'>pcctive adjcLtivcs .thvalæ dellotcs a frlirl:r tcmpor ,l1 ý property 
anrl hcnce lhc exislenlial rcλding ariscs: whcn:a~ inzelligenl dcnotc~ a 1110rcρcrmarJcnt 

prop已τty 九 nd 11巳 nc巳 j he gcncri 匕 reading ari可es_ Thc form巳 r kind of 斗djcdivc ， mcluding 
hungr;/. drunk. availahlc. ctc 叫t' calkd "qatL'~" by- CarbOll The laltcr , including lall 
Ji1 f ， ζ lCF l:' r， ch' , h 巳 call~ "properti叭" Wc 品ec tllal in ca~cs likc (1 1) , thc Il斗tu比 of a l) 

adjccli\'c dctermlllc<; whethcr or not a hare plural is hcing u心d gcncricéllly 
Eιlrl~on mcntioned two more cla~ses 0 1' prcdicale~ which can det巳 rminè t11己 gcncnc

01' non-generic llS t' 0 1' a barc plura l_ COllS id 巳 r

( J:l_)且 llen" ar己 fem31e chll:kens 
b_ Hcn、 arc in Ih~ backyard 

l'redicat巳 nOlllll1 al信 such a~ female chickens in (12吋 refer to mor它 permanent pr()pcrtic~ 

and llCll七、 sckcl tllC gencric rcading; WllC凹的 locativc prcpo~itiünal phrases s Ll ch 肘

in the backyard in (121,) rcfer to 1empoTary 時ltcs and h巳 nce 叩lcct the non-generic 
I巳adln皂

1 he main pOl nt of the éll,O\T di比us ，>ion of Carhon 啥也 1977 work is thal th 巳 genenc 

use 0 1' tbe zcro artick i~ rclated to its non-generic usc. rhe two uses 0 1' the ~ame article 
are de1ennined b).' the cont巳叫 where the bal可 pluralo叫urs. Ccne f1cn凹 S 1 、 not inhcrent 
in the articlc ibdf; i1 is lllC pr 巴 dica心。Iλ~entcnce that determines whether the sub_i ect 
NP hélS a gCllcric use or not 

10 、u rn np Carl以Jn's \11 心iεht~ on gencrics. a 巴C1JCnC s巳 ntenc巳 with a hare plllral a唱

lts 叫 l，jcct atlribulc~ lhc prl:dica l<.' lo theιkil1 cl" 0 1' thing de~咆natcd by the bilïC plural 
rhi~ g:en巳 ric llse 0 1" a barc plural ariscs only wht' lI thc prcdicatc 01 注 scnlencc dcnotcs êl 

rnorc pcrlllanent 01' stabk p了。p巳 rty ， 1'or cxample , a llfedicate in thc simpk prc芯cnt tc l1 SC , 

nol t]lc progrcssivc; acljectivcs denoting "properties" sllch 出 intelliKent ， not “statc,>" 

~uch 帥的叫ke: prcdicat c: llominah , not 10叫t1\'e prep()~itional phra間~， Wühout contexb 
:;uch a~ t}lC叫， harc plllrah 山 c to bc intcrprctcd a~ denoting 叩rne non-specifïc members 
o1' a kind uftlling , not thc "kind' 

111 Carlson'~ thcory. thc notion ‘ kind" plays 叩 11l1 portant role. A kind 0 1' thing is 
diffcrcnt frO lTl just a set 0 1' things. Con<;idcr 

(131ιDυg， arc wjde,prcau 
b. ])ugs \hal wag Ihc iT 13ils 31 pcople .1[(: \!ildc.,pre2d 
ι 永 Oog;; thal arc runni月 in thc backY'3rd ri中 t 1l 0W arc widcψ叫

ln (1 3a). we 1】盯 e thc spccics of dogs: i1l (l 3b) , it i 、 not thc wholc 叩ccics 0 1' dogs , but 
a sub也 et t) f lhc species , yct it is a kind ()1' its ()\vn be 二aus c: wagging tails at pcople is a 
wmmon charactcri~tic of thcsc dogs. ln (13c) , however , running in tl lC backyard rigl1t 

now is a t~lllpurary state and llot a pcnnancnl property of th巳 dogs il1 qllestlon. Hencc 
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JOllrnal 01 11 1l1ll(l lliti叭 La~ l:.'Wl'~l

thC~ l: clog~ only form 斗 5d 0 1' thlllgS. not a kind Witil:spreaJ. a "class pr巳 dicalç" whiLl J 

:ltT nbllte~ ~l propcrty to a kimL 1 、 thll5 lii~allüwcd 

l'o ~um up IhlS ~L'nion ， the forrn Çl "'\Ps (th心 h盯c plural) CClIl hl: 但，:lll'n~' ur 11011 

gt'ncnc. A gcn巳nçφ"1心 denot出且正erlain ktnd ()f thin只 C 巴巴è Jl CnC dοgs dCllote~ thc 

kind , dog; wh、 "λS 且 non-g巳l1L' ncφ'\"P~ dcnote月 lllO I"C llla l1 011C lI n~pccificd m~: Ill her of a 

ccrlain kiml uf lhing , c ,g. 11011 只c'n c:r il' dοg.\ lknok呵 mun' th ,lIl O!lC dm>: Whll'h l~ 

un l'amiliar" tu the addrc 'Ì ~::c WhClhnφ);J\ 的 U 'icd gC Tll'T](:ally or 1l0l 1-gC lJ ~'1'lC，Ji ly 

dCJl \'lllh Oll CO Tl t 己xt Lct ， 1 烏江 ~"UlllC \vithout :J rgunh:nt lhat Çl Nl's is ba -, ically llSL' r! non 
gcncrically. Whcn it occu的 in a ~pccial contexT. thc 只clll'nc ll~l' ;uis::s. Thc SpC Cl ι， 1 

cuntl、xb Illcntiüncd 1n t l1 1、、巴 LÌ10n includc two kllld、 ln bolli tll(' form OCCU['i ill ~lI b 

jccl positiO !l Whcn th正 prcdlcate of 11 1l'蛇口 tC Il心的 a ''c:las~ prcdi心仗，也uch a~ 

wide.\p /'l!ad , numo ο 11.\ ， alld come in (dljfl'renr ，;!wpes ο r sizes). thc 、 Ilbiect o '\l Ps i 、

l'orL'eti hy th巳 prcdicalc 10 bc 】 nlcrp叩 tèd 你 ncnc且 lly. l-' u了心 xa l11 plc wl l\:Tl wc 叫、 th叫

hor丸巳 S (l re n \l mcrou~. bccau ,>c ot thc ~èrnantics of numerOlH , JII IIHcrin戶 that "cntenc己

we l'annut hl: talking about 峙。Il1t' spccific or non 叩εci!ï已 hors(:s. Rather w:: rnll~t be 

talkillg abuut hur~es as a kind and h、 nct' thc gcncric l\ ,>e arisL'~ 
Sccondly. The gencric \l se of ø '\lP~ anscs \\'!J Ul th巳 Tlrcdi.:叭e dcnotcs a pτope t't:y 

whidl call bc charactcri可 lic o!' a whok cl 泌的 Such Tl rl'dicalc~ lllcludc "propcτty" 刊 d

J 巴 ctives hke intelligent , as opposed lo "st叫c" adjeclivc ,> likcμ\mke ， and prcdlc<lte 

nominah 的l1l 'ι口og~ are mamrna l.\". as opp叭叫 to 10、 aliyc prcpu~ltional Jlhras l's ,h in 

‘ Du的 arc ÙJ tf! e barkyard" Prcdicatcs in the 、 imple prc~cnt lL'nsc , as Opplhl:d lu th l' 

progrc泌的 c. can also bεa trigger 0 1' l11l' gcneric US I' otφ"'1九 ln bricf，叭 hcn what th 巳

predicatc denotc~ i,> not limiLcd to a c已nain (pcriud u刊 tilllc or spacl' , th~. g已 n巳叭已 u 、e

aris::~. For cxample , when wc ~ay lhat owl, (ll'已拾 w:l kL' it i 、 i lTl po~~ible that all owl 馬

incl lHiing all thc owh in thc actual wurld alld owh in ally pm5ibk \vorld. arc awakc at 

thc' ~arn巳 Linll' In contra<; r. whc r1 we ,>ay tilat O\vh ar~' Jll tellig的lT. thc st川已I1lC 11 t III 江Y

llot bc truc , but it is po、sible that all owh , I. C. mClllbcrs of thc kind. 0叭1.扎閃 i l1 tdli v: cnt

In uthcr \V onls , thc g巳 neric intnprelalion 01' ο \Vl.\' is availahk du正 to the ~l' mantic只 of

th~' 叭叭hcatc 川 IclliJ{ent

L:p to this l)uint \vT ha、(: beCII a~~llming th~ll tlil' l1 on-f!:l' nCnc IISC of Q NP~ Clll OCCUI 

1n a !1 y context cxccpt for thOSl' 叩心ial cuntexTs mcnlioned 的uvc vv he叫 thc nUIl早已ncnc

S巳n心。f øNI'" disappl'斗 r~ a l1 d the Qcn、 nc U~lò ，lfl呵呵 Wllellφ"p可 is forccd lu bc inte1 

preted ge l1 crically by a predicatc. it mmt dellot ,' ;l kind 11' it dOl'S 110 t. a <;C Tll élIHic 

anolllalyarises , Thi" i~ why (13吋 H'pcated h己氏的 bad If wc sllb~tilul(: a "statc 

adiecti、 c IJke hllngrv J'or thc "cla~s" predicatc widnpnαd. a吉、110吼 n in (13d) , thc 

sentenç巳 is wcll- l'urmed 

( 1 月已存0，幣、 that me <u lIlling in tllc hackyard nghl lH l\\-后】 C 吼叫己、 P'叫已

d. Dügs th ,i! <1 r.:: 川1川時 i i\ the b泣ckvard fl i!ll < 11 <.1\\ a~c IlImgr)' 

Hcre we se巳址 distributional rcstriCTl on 011 thc gClleric u~c of òN l'5, i C. WhC I1 thc 

predicate is a clas'> prcdi C:lte , thc 叫 bject 0 1' the forlll "ø'\ f'~ \V hH.:h Y's" Tll usl 
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(,CJlcric \"()Il >1Ph 川、es in F l1 g11 、h

:lcno: l' :1 kind. iWt .ml、江、'ò T (，!'↑~'. j 11吃C

J. !TH GE J\."" ERIC l"J SE 0πTEE 內EFINITE ARnCLE 

1I \\山lU tcd aboyc t!'d1 l !l ~llb.'c.~t pc~，it:on. (l gen叮"泌的c 0 1" tlh' zcro article 

ariscs wll 尸 n th巳 prL"d icatc 11必且“c11m盯 tcri~til" rcading ln an u lHllnbiguo Ll S con 

kxl ~uch :l~ 

(1/1-) i~ (l r以 S wl.l rÍ\ hJlï.l 

thc \Tïb i 治 ill ~i Ill Plc prcs已甘心 k IlSC: \VC' fw\"c unlv :l ‘cll aractcns1ic"τ巳 ading 0 1" thc 

pγcdi(atc. Tl ot all "cvcn t" rCad lTlg. ln this context , hοηCS IS 11扎叫nbiglloU'>ly generi已

E O\v abou t thc dcfïn口e article rhe \11 thl弓 contex t'! (可on~ider

(15) Thcbor怯吶。 k、 11:11 吋

h (15). tlll~ d( 叮叮" ，了tid" the is mllbiguOll\. L can bc cithcr ~plTific or gCllcric 

1n lts spccific sellse , thc hυ rsc refcr~ to a particular hor~c tnutually known to 

~pcakcr and acldrt' sscc. 111 its gCllcric scnsc , ,hc /lO r:/e rcfcrs tu t11c spccic~ of 11m叫b

1', ,11 b.: 、 C' ~"S\tic叮叮 (è ~:C:l 巳1"1 C ~氾 nsc 0 1" /11" f1 risc 、 in thc :;amc cllviroηlllcnts 

as th 。這e whe陀 Th巳 Zεro ;lIticlcc i 丸 llsed. g巴 ncrical1y. l-" or cxamplc 

(16) a. Thclion; ， n帆 nkc

h. The 1iol\ i, CUut;lgeOw, 

(1 一) a. T11L liW~1 !c ilL T!l' ,'H';C 

b 1 hc l1ger i, d dangerllL!S animal 

(l S) <l. 'Ihc C ，)\， ι、。1\ li1['， mllk 
b. 'Ik 以川兵lve ， mi]k 

All thc ~U 月;j C叫 T\Ps i口 ι]l L: (注) ~enkr: ce、 arl: llon-generic. \vh t'l"eas in The (b) sen 

tenct' s , 011 thc prornincnt rcadin色 all the suhjcct NP~ arl' gL~neric. Jn (1 ób) \v 巳 havc

3 "propcrtγ adjcclivc , courageous 肘。ppo~ccl to a ""latc" adjcctivc , U"f叫缸 1n

(; 7h) wc hav 巳 a pr 久Jica! 'è nOlllin扎 a dangerous a叫mal. as oppo~cd to a locativc 

prcposilional ph叮叮 in thc c叩 e ln (18b) we hm 巳 thc prcscn1 ~illlPlc tcnsc a~ 

opposcd to lhe progr~約lve Tne~c ar 巴巴巴neric et)VlronllletüS 
Is thcrc al:y cliff,;rcncc in mcaning bc l"-;,' Ci..Jl gcneric the and εcncnc φ? Bolin自己了

(1 <叮叮 noted that therεarc T\VO \vay~ to refer to a gencralit~/ by uisng a rluraJ 
110un 0 1lC is tu l1 SC a barc piural atH.J Lll巳 0111己 r rs to u間位 ddïnitG plural His 
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eXillllples il 間 (p 181) 

(19) :l_ /l,. irline, charg巳 tωmuch
h, The :Jirhncs ~hdrgC l(l U l() llch 

(20) d. C巳 ncrals u 扎ialluECI 山 ell \\ ~y 

h. The ~mcral、 usu斗lly gCl ， helT叭叫

Rolinger rC Il1 arkcu lh 斗t in (l Ya) , airlmcs , being indefinil 巳 n::fers to 且 11 and :my 

airlines; if it lS an airlinc. it w111 Chilq;C too ttll,-!ch. This i~ ~imilaT to (日d、on's

positioll_ Airli月的 a ha叩 pluraL rcfns to <l> ind 0 1' thing. 八 ny anu all airlinc5 will 

chilrge too much by virtuc of hcing airlinö_ 1n (19h) , the l1 [r {ine.l , hci I1日 dcfinitc ，

了巳fcrs to “tho月c actually in existenι巳 O\l t th 巳 1 巳 in th巳 world. !"orrning :J ~uhcla~~ 

of comrnou carri巳肉， (p_ lH 1). Similarly , in (20吋 ， ge /1 aal, refer~ to 叫 1 glònerals 

己xlant :md those yct tO 以lmc: wllCTca臼l!l (201,) the gCf! erμts rcfcr、 to thosc aιtually 

eX1sting in th 巳 vmrld. foηI11ng a 只ubcla朮討 of 0llJcer5 

Bolingcr's main poin1 i~ that thc clefinitc 盯tidc hcrc 1凶 to "singlc out (make de 

finitc) t.h c thing mentioncù against the background of a more ;nclnsÎ、 çwholc"(p 18n 

H巳 ncc wh巳n we ~ay ‘τhe maks a間 usually ~TIO l1 gcr". we vi t' \V male~ <!">訕訕 bçlas~ 0 1" a 

class that also inclucles female可 And when \v 巳 say "Candy is llol gOO c! I"or the tlTth" 
wc refcr to lhe te巳th 0 1" the human hody_ Mas~ 口OUJb act likc plurab_ Whcn wc ~a)' 

ιlron i~ güOd for th巳 hlood才 wc rcfcr also lo L!le hlüo lÌ uf thc hU Ilwn hoùv 

Bolingcr said lhat this vicw of a larg ，~r whük a首位 hackdrop isλl~o truc of deGnite 

count ~mgulars when used 10 gCJl Crah7C. Comidcr 

(21) tl. ~he hcns lay cgg, 
h. ,'hc 11en 1ays eggs 

Thc la,gcr whoJe hcrc b all lhc domcsllcιll1 1'11ah Acconlil啥 tu tiol li1gcr, ttlC dll 

ferençc bet\v t:: en (21叫 ilrl(Ì (21b) is that thc p1 Ll ral form rhe lzens rcfcrs to th ,; t仙"】 ta叫‘a叫1刊l口， [勾>

υf 址 S仙uλ巾L

[0叫[a泣1i汎ty of tl仙1C S仙uh巳叫l通晶b肘、 bul lu 江 S叩1口n啥ευl仁 i1cm ，^'hi比川ch i昀s l岫a叫k已心C Il to τqρ】閃促 nt [仙hc su叫bcla品b臼$ 

I孔 lhc 皂巳ncnc scns巳 ， the hen rc: flTs to an ab<;tract typical hen , llot a PMticular ()llC 

1 h部 e fO Ll nd th“t thc dilTerellCt~ hclv，.'巳cn g巳I1 cri': '"the :..;" ar叫“thc l\b'" i<; I1 ül 出

slmy汁巳 a弓 llolingcr :>uggcstccl. 13urton-B.obcrts (1976 , p 442) ..::I aimed that (22) 也)問 n01

llavc a gCllcric interpreL ation 

(2月 rh~ h~av叫 bllild d凹的

J 1hink thβ1 a generic interpretatiol\ for (22) i咒 hard lo 芷ct for mo弓t pcoplc becau只巳 t t 

tak的刊 special contcxì t() bc intnpretcd gen 巳 ric3 1! y_ (22) nccd~ TO hc viewcd in a 

pictLl re wher,è hcave悶， building dam~ i:> contra~比d wiih othcr rodcnts' peculiar actlvities 
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which arc iL:identl、 nol ea~y to tllink 0 1' 13y contra5t. in a ~cntcllc巳 like

(23) llie 訂J\'i電 gh'T tmlk 

i r i 1 is 可 i c: \\cd \vilh a picturc of a farm wherc The co\vs give milk , 1hc hcns lay <:ggs , and 

thc horsc~ haul curts. ctc. , thcn a gcncric intnprdatioll for (23) ariscs. Notc that for 
~ltlgul叫 definilc~. 110wcv叮 ~llch a dcmand for contrasting is not 叩 strong. For cx叩lple

(勻 4) a 訂le co\\' gJVC電川 ilk

ηThe beavcr hu[)d、 dam可

1 he hon 1 電 lhe king of bea,ts 

ln (24) 叫 long a~ thc subjcct Nl、 dcnole a well-ddìned 叩叫les. thcy can bc readily 

lntcrprctcdεcncn正 aliy wi thou t a ~lrollg demand for a contra叫 with othcr SpCC1CS wlthm 

the ~ame larg巳， CI叫S

Vendlcr (\96乃 ha、 J diffe問nl \vay of saying ulrnost thc 5amc thing 山 Bolingcr

with r臼P巳 ct TO generic the. H巳 cl:lÍ mcd that 'ιthc defmite ::rrÌ1cle ahvays pn::~upposc~ 

a restric t1ve clω叫" (p. 56). Foτ 巳xJmplc

(25) a. 1 saw a m叩 Thc rn~n Irhat I saw] worc ah吋 1

h A 1ll31l kecps hothcring mc. llJat己的e man I who kceps hotheri呵\lIC 1 

(26) a. The 1 叩 imal that IS 品 1 T.iger lives 111 thc jungk 

h. The [山的 did not me the [ll\, trU J1l ent th3t is a] wheel 

(ihid. , pp 另 6. 7 )

Jn (25) we havc llon-gcnCTlC the to pick out a particular llldhiduaJ 、叫lCTca:; in (26) \ve 

have 已eneric tlw to single out a represcntativc of J. c1 ass. Vendler 盯gued that a rcstric 
tive clausc i~ anecc~~斗 r)' condition for both u泊 es of thc fn thc g巳nenc u 持巴 tlll~ rncam 

th且t a larger c1 a~~ is prc仙 ppos立.1 and thc rcfcrcnt ()f thc dcfinitc generic NP is a 叫bsct

of thL Jarger class. Thc genus of tlgers is a subsct of thc genm of anirnab and so art' 

wheels to instrumcnts 

According to V巳ndler ， the gcncric llse 0 1' the reqUl res a supcrior genus. This rc 

quiremenl i~ ~irnllar to Bohng肘，可叫ggestion th叫起encric the nced~ an appropriatc 

backdrop , a larger \vhole. Lacking such a background , a delïnitc NP has only a non 

間nerr 已 lntc叩陀tation. For cxamplc 

(27) a. Object, ilrc in sap臼

h. Thcυhjcc( lS in space 

(Vendleτ1967 ， p.57) 

(27a) i 可 a gencnc scnt巳 nce hut (27b) 1弓 no t. lhe object in (27b) can only 1 巳fcr to a 
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par t1c Ll lar objcct not a r巳 rrc~ellt8t1Ve of thc g巳 n Ll~ o f" object可 becau可巴 it does not 1'<1 11 

lI nùcr a :>uperior genu討

A supe叭or genu曳。 r (l_ backdrop i 日 a n巳 ces間可 conditioll f"or the u呵。fg巳 neric the 

lt explains thc usc 0 1' the in cascs like the followmg 

(28) a , This ÎWük is wnllCll für Ihe [per的11 who is 川1I 1a\ l! "nla11( 川 (Vendle:. 1 叫司

p. S7) 

b. Thcre (1閃 two kimb 01 ]argc 凹 t 11\' lJl g in I' ~raguay. the I klllUυl' lar中叫什]li!1 i 、 aJ

1aguar aηU lhe [k月ld 01" large cat tlmt b aJ pmna , (p , 58) 

However. this condition 的 no1 <l叩 fficient ()日巳 Tt doc可 not rulc ou1 cascs likc 

(29) 且非Bill likes to urive the l 'Ycnhlcle wh心h is a] s扒】 rt 'i car whc Jl hc 伊 lS a ckll\cC 

( l. a、"lcr. 1973 , p. 114) 
h. *On :vlülhcI、 Day ， pcυi】 le \>，;臼 J the l t10weT w}llch b 主|凹J'n，i1 j()Jl in thcir hpel 

Why i 且 gcncnι the l,locked in sentences likc (29) '1 Both scntcnce~ in (29) arc habitual 

h巳ntcncc~. Thc refercnb of hoth noum , sports α1f andαlrnat lOfI， fall undcr a supcrior 

gcnus. vchiclc~ 斗Il J t1 owcrs. respeclivcly. And intuitivcly , wc can ~ay tl11tlgs likc 

(30) 3 Bi]] likcs lD drivc a kind ol car called 'sport、 car' whe孔 hc gc 1, a Ch~lllC I.: 

b. On \jothcr's d呵!但叩le We叫司 kind oftlov，.-eJ 叫lled 'carnatio!l' in then lapd 

ünc thing clear is that in object po<;ition , gencric use of the does not rcquirc thal il 

occur Hl a gcncric or habitual ~cntcncc 1'0τcxamplc ， W 巳 ha\'c se口 tcnce可 hkc

(31) 8 、-la n invented the 圳lcel in protohiqoric time各

h. J-\~did de ,cnbed lhe parabola. (Vendlel. 19們 p. SS) 

ÌlJ a TV 11\ωrvicw. Saul Bellυ\\ talkcd abOll1 Ihf 叭叭巴]

Tll (31) , all the ver1，叮叮e in the past tensc and further wc havc 叩ccific tirnc advcrblals 

in protο historic times in (吋叩d in a TV inteniew in (c) , AII these illdicatc that thc 

sentcn仁己 s hcrc aTe not gencrlc sent巳 nces. nowever, the us巳 01' the in all thr巳 c ca~C :i 1:0 

gcncric bccausc nonc 0 1' the defïnite NPs 問 fer to a particular entity: imtead th叮，1 dcnülè 

a "kind' 

130ling巴了(1 975. p. 184) has the following t。可ay about lh巳 g，:ncrality ()f a noun in 

ob_j ect positi0n 

H is él lélct l11at W}lCJl a n肌1 1\ is object I>f ,1 verb 1)1 i, SO Tll C 01hcJ k11l d of 仙mpleJll en1. it js 

far 11lυrc ofkn tll aTl nol partitiv <ò la1}ler l11an general In.1 ，en閃閃閃 ]ikc Ife 個ts s札__eelS

Or Thev haul coal j ↑的 pletty clear thal hc cat~ only the 叫'Ccts lJC ea1 九， not <;wc <ò b lfl 

general. 3nd thcy h仙 1 just whal coal they ;::an ]oau ()n lhclr tnll:b , n01 訂)a] 11\位的lcral
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Bυlingcr d :ts~ifild 、 crb~ likc CUI and h0 1l1 dSιmanipulati\ 亡" v巳 ch，鬥 hcy in、。 lvc ph):sical 

此 liun、 Bolingcr :"nd , ,‘ wc canιlct ü111y on 叩 much 0 1' it a~ \Vt' C<ln rcach or m叫lipulate'

lp 184) )!c llotcd. howc斗 cr ， 11lcrc alT ~omç cont己 xts in \vhrch a Il1孔 nipulal1\'t' vcrb 
llla}: be useò in a no刊 t ll<lnipuültl\'C scnsc. I'or cxampl己

(3 、) d 叫}、 Jo 1'0 \1 (al叭叭、) ，p~IIJ lllun~y lik~ !hal~ 

D. j ,aw Illlll 勻地 ndittg ffiUIIC} 
(ihid.) 

Jn (32a) , thè vcrb .Ipend i~ u~eò in a non-manipulati\"c )cnsc; the ~cnlcncc tTl eans ‘\Vhy 

are you ~o waslcCul of moncy小 In (3 2b). .1'Pé'nd 內 usccl in a rnanipulati\"c ~cme; thc usc 

of the progrcs法 lve indicalc~ that tlH:' action i~ manipulalivc 
ln (29). rcpc叫c d. hc叫

(c叮比本 Bil! ltkc ,<1) dnv~ thρ 叩urtsωr Wh~ll lIc gd~ :1 己h叩 cc. (gc l\eJÌ l: thc) 

b *Oll 'VIυtIICT'S ])ay. pcuplc wcaf the 叫 rnallUll in thcil lapel 

\vc havc t\vo 1llêlnipulalive vnbs. drive and wear. Drh'(:' ê1 nd wear invυh e physical 

actions: Bili dl 刊的 only thc 叩 orts curs he can rcach , not sports car~ in gcneral und 

pcopl巳 wc立r onlv the ca口larlO n 、 they wcar. not carnations in generaì 

On thc other hand , ln (31). rcpeatetí here 

í3 1) <1. Miln invent~d tlle 叭 heel in protohtsto什 L !tmes 

h. !'.uclid d~心nbed the parahul且

ln <1 1 V inlerview. Saul Hclluv,-" talkcd ahout the flovcl 

\vc lravc \"crb泊。 l a diffcn:nt nalurc. \Vh巳11 wc dnvc or wcar somethin缸， \\.心 actually do 

~orncthing tu it, l1L1 t wh巳n wc dç~cribc or 阻lk about ~omcthing、 we do JloL 1 think thcy 

can b 巳 u巴巴 d in a non-munipu1ah、巴 sen~c. Sau1 B巳llow could talk aboul thc kmd , l'\ ov巳Is

and EllClid. COLlld describc [11巳 k 1l1 d ， Parabolas , bul Bill callnot drivc thc kllld , Sport、

(址芯， and pcople c ，:l1not 叭 car the kind , Carnations. If we turn t11c defimtc gcncrics 1Tl 

(31) mto L:r rc pìurals. we can have a diffcrcllt rncaning of c(l ch sentcncc 

。 1 ') a. 1\1<111 invented \lihcel , Jn prO!o!叫 O["j巳 1m閃電

b. Fuclid dC,Cl ib(;d parabu 的

lJl a TV 101C川叫 Saul !lellow 1alkcJ aD(川 [\()\'cb

(3 1a) talb aboul the inven1ion of th巳研 heel 且gainst other hUfllan invcn1i on只 (31 '01) 

do巳 s not ha、 c 'iuch an implicatlon. Furthcr, in (31吋 the wher!/ imphc~ thc kind , wheel 

wlwrcas ltl (31 'a) l,vhce{s jnt Jl lie~ variou結 forms of wheeb such ， 1~ cart whcc1s unù vagon 

\vhecb. !t is clcar that (31 b) irnpli巳~ thut l_<, uchd dcscribccl a kiml of wrvc that is a 

parabola; \vhat i1e dc~crihcd wu~ the kind of thing ibclf. In (31 'b) , ho、開vcr， it may 
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(_j吋 11 i, alwdYs Ilclptul 10 ",k Ihe WJlarlil Tl lf 、。， j hd\C ill!)' ljll臼"川1 UillCtCll:1lCC huuk~ 

CC I1巳 ric the is po叭ible in (3 6). but wlthout a 丸pccia! cUliicx l. it is not pü吋ibk in 

。可)的iitcll Yυu 且bslutcly po,itively havc to kno叭的k the lilmlliar 

A又" m巳 s ，>agc from 斗 public llbrary printc d. on a bookmarkαis a b巳 ttcr Çh01C已 than thc 

i l1 (37) Jn 07) , the verb a,k OCC\l I、 '"βcommand. ! think thc llS(、 of a commanù IS a 

L" !t;ar indicat lO n that thc vcrb is uscd in 斗 rnanipulaü、 C scn~c 

In ~刊 llll. thc gcncric usc of thc n:quircs 且 SUp l'rIOr gcnu可 or ,[ l:i rgcr whole ["m thc 

.\P at I~SUC. but i1' tllC ""P i" the th巴 ohicct of a 可已 rb which 的 u~l..d 111 a llldnlpul叫的巳

scn~c ， gcncric the i,> disallo\,,-red. .\la1l1pul,nive '， 'erb~ 川、 olvc phy、lC ill action只 1 hc 

contcxh in wllich a vcrb IS \l司已 rl in a manipu];Jtive ",C1EC incluclc thc II~C of a pro伊己的山 c

a cotn J\) anll , anù a simplc pr己"'，，:l1 t tcn ,>c (_)n t.hc other hallu. th l' indlcation ()f a 1l0 !1 

manipulati、 c scn~c of a vcrb indud l' s tlllè USl' 0 1' inlìnitivc鳥、vhich SCI、 e il 只 a ,J ~ubjcct 江S

in (36) or a革 a predicate çompkmcnl a~ J11 (35b) or arc intcrprctablc a~ 'in ordcr [0' 

Thc 7.cro arti c\c howeve r.馬 allowed with eith巳 r thc Hl amp此 lati、 C 0 1' thc llon

manipulativc usc of a \'crb In th巳 cases of (33) anμ(34) ， barc plurals i1l'e allowed in all 

1'our c,!'>es. as shown ln thc following 

(3ðj J Tu hunt dephant可 ynu nced ，pccwl 日Il n 、

h. .l ohn i 弓 huming elq如nls

(3 lJ) a TheÍJ i<hk i 治 lD cr l! c.!t，，; alc 札'O/Vò'

η Jnhn C! ，1dlCaIC，附心吋

In tl lC (吋 sentc l1 ces ， thc \l llllcγlincd :\Ps ha、 c a gC I1t"r IC S巳n付 \vll巳 fL'as i l1 the (b) ~Cll 

tcnces , the 11 刊 derl 1 nccl '\.jP~ Cl IT indciìnitc nO I1-generic plllτ在 l 可 (1 0τ 1l 10T l' dctailed d的

CUS5ÎOll 01' gcneric oh_lC'cts 紀(' L8C8 1 l) 90 、

i. now tu口 1 10 anotltn point abmlt g.encric the. It i泊 frcqucntly m巳 ntiotl l' U i•1 t ]1 r 

litcraturc (c.g. ()uirk. et :1 l. 1972 , ,1Ild Law!er. 1Y寸 3) that dc位l1J tc gCl\cnc~ 、 likc un!illary 

d. e !1 nil已ì\Ps ， carry cxiq巳 ntial pre、uppositions. It l~ truc that a ditlC1已ncc: bc t\~ccn thc 

5enlcllι c IJ.οnes 恥。rk hard and the sent巳 nce lhe hο rsc ~Vο rks hurd i~ that thc illUcfJll1tC 

g巳ncnc hors由 flò fL:門 to 且 ny ()nd <11.1. hOfSCS or thc spccic~ uf 110τ~CS; by virluc of hcing 

hor~e~ they (normally) work hard; \VhCfC (l S thc d.dïntc gcncric the horse rcfcrs 10 an 

H巳 rn which lS ,akcll (心 b， rGprescntaii叫 oC thc hor 月c~ èXl 、t lI1)! Oll t thcτC il1 thc world 

fonning (l只uhcla日內 ηf d(Wlè~ti盯 ani 1l1 al、 Howevcr , the Gxistential pre、llppo51tlO n rcqulf(' 

ment d()e~ not rule ou: ~cnknccs likc 

(40) ,l. 111 1: llnicorn is 可 popul8r Ihe lT \e in chilch巳n\ lit的川Il t C 

b. The I1Il1ωrn clcan, watcr with Ib hOrll 

fhe d:agon IS ~ yymb()llll nüblcnn , lJl <l r比I<:lll Cluua 
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W 巳]] 1了 J 叫me nothpe..::i!ïc Pilrabolas that hc des..::rihcd. Similarly , in (31c) , the );()νel 

1Il 1plic~ llovcls a、冶 11tcrary gcnrεwhcreas in (31'c) , i1ο vels c斗n rL' fcr to some non-<;pecific 

I\ovc!s that Saul Bcllow talked abo \l t 

rllc puinl hcr巳 is 1hat thc manipulatrve scn峙。j" a verh blncks the !:,cnenc u間
。 f thr with 1ts objcc t. If a v('rb IS uSèd in a non-m叩 ipul叫叭。咕:的巴 巴巴n L'f ic th(' i<; 

p。吋 iblc. d' lt i 可 uscd in a manipulative ~cnSl: ， gcneric th f' i~ impo、、 il")le. For cxamplc 

(.1 3) 3. Tu hunt tlll: clcpkml , yuu Il CCU 可咒 cial gun ., 

h. 0Jullll is hunling tlic c1cph叫 t

(.14)a '[hcirtωki、 to crau lC atc thc wul f" 

h 勻John c:~ùb.;al的 lhc wulf 

(Uollllgcr. I 們5plb2)

、Ne can lnf巳 r that (33 吋 i<; about elcphanh as a clas<; because thc sentenc巳11l eans that to 

hUllt a t")fplcal elcphunt 01[[ thcrc in thc wOTld. yO L1 nc巴 cl ~p(:clal gun~. In contr的t. this 

gencrahty cannot be infcrTcd I"Wlll (33b). It docs not h的 e “ re九ldillg accorcling to w111ch 

John is hunring a typical e1cphan t. Smlilaγly ， (34a) cxpre，，~巳~ an id巳 a that "indivi 

dualizcs thc 11011刊的 reprcscntative 01' its cla叭" (13ohngeτ ， 1975 ， p. 182); whcrca" (34b) 

dos 110 t. Why ~o~ 

?可 olc that thc gCllerality infcrcncc 0 1' (33吋 aml (34吋 i~ madc possible hy lhc in 

finitive In this unh:nsed form , ho1h \'crhs ar它 u 、ed in a non-manipulati、。可'"她的，d

hence genelïc th l:' is ullowed By contrast, in (3 3b) we 11 ，']、 e thc progressivc:, a l1d hcnce 
John 111ll叫 be hUllting sorne specilic or non 討pccific c1C]lhd'1 tS. In (34b) wc havc thc 

~illlPlc prcscnt tcnse , and as bcforc. John cradicatεs only thc wolvcs hc C<l,1 manipulatc、

not 、丸。hcs III gcncra l. 1n both cascs, t1lC vcrb i~ u~cd in a manipulalivc s 已 n~e and he且已C
gCllcriê lhe is dhallowcd 

Notc abo that t11c infiniti\"c~ in (33 叫 and (3 4吋 arc diffcrcnt from that in (29ι，) 

repca ted hcre 

(29) a. "'Billlikc ., tu lìnve thc spmt巴 car 叭 hCIl hc gds a chance. (g巳ne l"ic; the) 

Jn (29a) the iniìnitive servcs a地 the complement 0 1" thc veTb likes; i l1 (33a) thc infinitivc 
can bc in tcηηctcd asιin order to' 斗nd in (3 4叫 the infinitiv巳 is a predicatc complement 

(;1211巳 rality cannot be inferrcd in thc formcτ 叫咱 but it can in the latter two cases 

Alt!i ough (1 9的 i~ bad , (3 5) 的 110t

(1叮 d. To dn\'c Ihe Sp l.)[b car. ylJu flCCU spc Clal skills 

b. Thclf la,k 1、 l lJ impruvc thc ~P()rt治 c~r

Se或idcs thc abovc 1、丸。 ιasc~. gcncrality can a!<;o bc inferred whcn J.n inlïniti\"e 

scn 叫出 tll l' ~ubj 巳ct 0 1' a sClI tcncc. For cxample 
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八lthough unicorn:-. and dragons do nol cxist in thc rcal world , th巳莎 CXl呵t ltl a 仇。rld 01 

imaginatiün This würld of irn時ination is pn:叩 pposcd 10 hè part of our wo r1 d know 

lcùge. Sincc 1I日1ιOnlS and ùragons aγe wcl1-dεlïned spccics in storic~. thl'Y h扎丸 l: a ck 

!ïnik generic form like naw叫l 中巳"的 such a~ hor心情 and ~Il akc~ 

G巳 neric the. nevcrthclös. docs ha'、" a rc~tricti()n that gcnnicφd仁 cs Il ot h的1巳

Carhün (19約 3 19~ 月) points out that a nO r1 -llatural kind term doc~ not havc a dclïnit巳

gc孔enc form. For exarnpk 

( 41) 祉 Dandelli川 s arc widcspT~ad 

h. 1"h..: danJd lOl1 is widc ，pr~aJ 

(42) a WccJs arc wid叭 ptend

b. *The w<.:ed i, wide,prcad 

Dandclions 盯C 汀 well-dc叮ncd natural spccie~. but wced~ involvè a varicly of 叩CClG ，>

rncmhcrsilips. they t1WllhC ]v CS arc nol a natur叫 klnd

ln ch::.cussing thc gC I1l:ric u~l' üf English articlc~ ， lluang (1 C)民 2. pp ., 0<11) faib [0 

且"巳 a straightfoI\vanl rulc 1'0 1" thc llSC 0 1" thc gcncric th r:. gj 、 mg tilc follo吼叫gd盯白

(43) :1. The robin eal 巴 Jllg~

b T1lC hipponpota lIlu, livc 巴 tn watel 

Thc Icm1lr p" ,mallcr rhan the gOrt日且

(44) a. Thc ìns位 1 ìò well-?r()t~:.;tcd b)-- an 此 tcl l\ al 、kcleton

h Th巴 mamm泣 1 suàles lb y- oun1! 

rh~ Watusl is tall~l tha!\ thc PY 1!my 

(45) J. *The rumin,mt ho< clU\"~lll l() ()rs 

h *The !"，叮 η111 1\' i< 1 月 rt~ Pr↑ ha !l t [1 l' crlj ， t ，w('划 1

本 lhc tt('C glVCS ()叮 ιarhoJl ulüxidc at mghl 

Hcrc wc nced some techntcal knowledgc 0 1' th巳 cla約 iftCiltion of :mim斗ls and pl址nis. Thc 

ltiera心hteal cl叭叭 ficatiün is as follow~: Kingdom , l-'hyl l1 m , SlI bpl巧 1u tTl. C1a ,>s, Suhclass 

Ordcr, Family ιCTl US ， and Spc叫別 111 (43) , robin:. , Illppopolamu~c:" lcmurs , and 

gorill出 arc :.1 11 wcll-dcfin巳cl ~pc叫 es: sinlll盯 ly ， in (44a-b) , i r1,>ccts and marnm :.l l 、 arc '0/cll 

defi江山i c1a~scs. A~ for (44c) , thc Watmi and pygmic :, both bclong to thc hU Ill an 討pCClC"

\Ve know th :.l t thc Watu~i are particularly tall pcoplc in /\frica anu pygmic~ arl' pocpk 

0 1' unusually s口la Jl si;:c 

By contτaq， t 的 (45 日).孔r ll1 111ants 31"(' no • a \ve l1"dciincd clas :, or ~pc CiC :，; it fa115 

undcr thc ord巳 r Un♂11at的 WhlCh indudes sc、 eral llnrelated 叩eClcs 0 1' mil111mals such a~ 

cmncls and caltle. Similarly , in (45c) , tree~ mcludc diffcrcnt spccies which fall undcr a 

varicty 01' ordn:-. , lamili已告， and gencra. 1n thl、:，cnSG. trccs. \ikc \v ccd~. <l rc llut a w巳 11
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ckfirlCcl naillTaì k ,<1(1 ~~l 刊 AK ↑ cr (4-5h ;, " i \' e111- 于，()、、 li ~h;lt , lliì <1 b1eongs to tllt: OrdCî 

PnTll éltc~. whcτt' <l~ C 凹只tac~ ，I Il~ arc 悶。 I_l j小cd a~ a ~ubphylum. Hence pri l)1 atc~ 月 nd ,:rusta 

出心lll~ t! O l1 0t Sh ,JH' he ~aJ l1l' ~tatll'> III thc hH'凡 I\:h)

fhc cunlra :, t of ~hc g r.1 l1l ':1 ，.;ÎC几 Ij~y '，Íl o 、 1 ÎI' (!,3ì a l1 U (44) 011 lllC ()Tl C hancl , and 

(45ì 011 Ihc othèr_ Sll['.j!;l'SIS Lll ,_H IU l1 gllagc lI ~crs lI nco l\ ~ciou~ly follo \V the general prin 

.:iple f"or the u峙。 r gL'n叮 ic Ihr. DCfi TlJ t巴 gcncric t)ι C 18 all O\ved (111)" for 研 eil-ddï i1 cd

Il' fm呵 This is true not onl、 0 1' n叮unl I(, n(: tcrms , lmt 斗bo 01' aïtlfacls_ U~ ~>l iOVv ll ill 

(4(-)) J 不，-1I c ~O ， l cJ 1 、\，..i'oeT 111:111 tlie Ù)otpulh 

h t he 叭它11-:il:loe [('lld i< a p;C川'， l'C f<) Ilfl\": ()Jl 

1 h(: ， 1 己\:[[ en已III e \1'.巴、 w :J ter :md coal 

d. t h.~ bl;; 、 le h oloweJ 'ha l1 lhe 仙

0 1 '1λ11 p，. 19詩、 pp 30-3 1) 

[n (叫 Lhc wonl "roud" 1、 \00 早已 nlòral: whεr~as in (b) , w1th thc rcstric1ivc I1l 0difiCf lllC 

~Ll bjc:ct ]\;P is bcltcr-defillCd. ;\nd ltl (_r: -d) 叭叭l↑n cngi llC:~_ bl叮 cle :， and C,l1'S are alJ \;VCli 

dcfi l1Cd anifacb 

Furj_h巳 rmorc ， C()n~lUL;f 

(4月) a, [)og;; 'hut \\;3 i! I_h~ir 1]> Is al fl叫 p !c art WiJC ,PfC"J 

b. 'ITh巴 do巨 that wags its tail 江 t pcuplc is 叭 (kspr~"J

(4的 Rirds tlw• cal iìs iJ arc widc叩"叫

h "Tll巴 bird th且 t ~ah 11叫 1 i, widcsprcaJ 

Dogs and birds <3 rεna1ural kind~_ hut dog~ thal wag lhcir laih at pcoplc aTl (1 binls that 

eat fïsh are no i_ 1 i \;va苔 llotèU ahυvc tll 斗 1 gcn仁 ric l /i r prc ，>uppusc~ cxistencc: and 1'urthel 

thc prcdic:itC -,Fid;.'Sf'feud :_!:)pliC~c 0ηIy 1'0 "j--P t: r!,;" (.;l\-"C I1 thj~_. thc (bj sentenc亡s imply 

thal do巴馬 rh <J t wag their tails and bird~ that 、 at lïsh are 1wo 研 cll-ddïned n斗tural spccic~ 

alread)-- 叫 1日 tÎng ou1 ihcrc in ， hc' 心 orid but lhev are 1101. Thc\' arc ki日出叫 t up by tl11~ 

dc~cripton ()f tl1( 、 211lCll的、 ..\nd in h ," w ，~ l:"r、 h 叭叮叮 11 teqc'~~ 11J心

(4叫 i1. The dU i; Ihal Wiig, ih I 日 il at people is genually flicnJly 

b. Thc bird:11日 1 創刊 fi'，h gellel~lly hd刊 long heak 

Wc can crt' ,lh; kim!sυf llllngs by de~criplion and allfibutc ~omιcharacteri~tic pro 

pcrlic可 to the kinds • 11 <1 1 \'ie c r-:a lC 

In lJrieL g巴I1 cric thc 的 hlockL'd in a sentcnc巳 wilh a "kind" predicate such 出 rare ，

CO附恥7月(lnd wide，\'j叭'ad th叫叩plle、 ()nly to kind 、 if the ~llbjcct term does llot de馬]

gnatc a nat \l f;].' ktl1 d. Ce l1 c (，~c Çy_ how t'vcr , i 弋 nnt ~:ubject to t!115 f巳， \γlctlO n

To ~U lIl up thj<; scction , hkeφ ，\ p有 (the hare plural) , botl1 the form "the '\l" and 

Ihe ;\j~_' can bc either gCllcri c: U1 Tl on-gcnc1'1 C. \lon-gcllcric "t!U! :\." dcnotes a particulal 
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enity known both to speaker and addressee. Ncn-gen位已“rhe Ns" denotes inclusively 
a l1 the entities in t11e re!ennt dO!'lain of inte叩扭扭 tion. On the oth叮 h叩d ， gen叮lC

“ the N (a count noun)" denotes an item which is taken as reprcsentative of a subc1ass 
of a largcr class. Gencnc “ the 1';5" ，~，\' generio.;“ ι he N (a ma~s noun)" denotes the totality 
of a subclass of a larg巳r class, and usually demands a contrast with other subclasses of 
tl吟唱me larger cJass 

Let us assume again that the non.generic usc is the basic and the generic use arises 
only in special contexts. In this section , three environments were metioncd where the 
generic ll~e of “ the j\''' arises. First, like the bare p1ural , when it cÛ""occurs with a class 
prcdicatc , the generic use arises In this environment , the noun must be a natural kind 
tcrm. For eX lliTInl f', we say “ The ladybug is common" , but w巳 do not say “ The bug is 
common" because ladybug is a natural kind terl11, but hug is not 

Secondly , 7he generic use 8f “ the 1'1" arise口 whcn it co-occurs with a pr它dicate
which denot的 aηroperty distinctiv巳 0 1' the whole c1 ass designated by the noun. If the 
property îs not dιstînctîve of !he whcle class,“the :K" can only be întcrpretcd non 
genenc丘:y F')r Axample, ','!hen vo/e s叫“The cow gives mi1k" , it is possible that we are 
talking about a n位ticular cow , and it is a150 pos也ble that we are talking about the 
spcies of COWS. 1n contrast , when we 問y “The cow eats hay" , the sentencc can only be 
interp川ed !"lO r可eneric~nv ， i e. B particuiflr cow known both to sepaker and addressee 
eats hay. The generic interpretation 1S 110t avai1 able because eating hay is not a distinc
tive prcpery of a!l cows 

!n thr two envi~onl1lent世 abovc “ the N" occurs in subject position. The generic 
use of “ the N" also occurs in object position. Whcn a verb is used in a non-manipulative 
sense , it3 direct object, "the N" , can be interpreted generically. For example , when we 
S叮叮n a TV in松rview. Saul Be l10w talked about the novel"，泣的 possible that we are 
referring to a particular novel known both to speaker and addressee. And it is a1so 
possible that '"川e are referring to a literary genre , the novel. On the other hand , if a verb 
15 manipu1atiVf~， its ohject does 00'" have a ger;eric interprctation because normally we 
U正mllot manipuìate a whoìe cîass of thing. Thus we do not say sentences like “ Peoplc 
wear thc camatioηo r: Motl1('r'~ Day". Ar,_d when we say “J ohn likes to drive the sports 
car" , the septence can only rne <ll1 that John likes to drive a particular sports car known 
to both spcaker and addressee. The generic interpretatioηof the spοrts car is not 
available in that sentencc 

The pl盯在1 rìe f.i ni泊，“the Ns" , is used non-generical1y in 1110st cases. Its generic 
use arises in the same environments as that 01' the slgnular definite , the K Both thc 
plural and th己 sm副lar definite , \-vhen used generically , req山間 a highcr genus as a 
backdrop. HO\Jlfveγ ，"hen w" say , for example , "The cows givc milk" , it needs to be 
viewed as a contrast to “ The hens lay egg丸 thc horses haul carts , etc". Without this 
contras1, the generic 始汗se of the plural definite can hardly a口 se

一 125



c;巳n巳nc'\oun!斗nâse ， in English 

4. THE GENERIC USE OF THE IN!JEFINITE ARτlcn 

Il w出 no1ed above th :1t u gencric scnsc of thc 7.CW article or thc、 dd'initc artick 
arisc~ if il oc叩門 Wl仙 a sul,jcct tcrm and th巳 predica1e atlrihutes (l ch;uacìeri叫 lC prc 

perty tc the sub_i cct ín ohjcct pmitio l1, (l generic 可cnse 0[' the clcfimte ,uticle arisc~ il 
位lC vcrb i這 U可ed in a l1 on-manipulati\'c sellse Some tc~tcd casεs are 

(50) a. I!O[S巳 s w()rk hard 
h, Thc ho[<c worb hard 

(另 1) l () 11lInt !lle 巴lephanl. )'011 need special gU l\; 

Hm、 abOll t thc indefinite aγticle a(n)? When does a generic 咕nsc of this (j rticlc arise? 
Considcr 

(52) a. A horse works hard 
b. To hUllt an clcphan l. yOll Il ccd 、pccial 在"n草

\Vhat intcrpretations doe~ (52吋 h品.'c? I~an elephant in (52b) gcncric? 

13urton-Robcrt5 (1 976) argucd that in suhjcct position a gcneric ì\P dd~rmincd by 
G 的 derived frO l1l a subjectless p陀dicatc. Th的 h~ c1 anncd that (53吋 i:-. dcrivcd frolll 
(53 b) 

(53) a. /\ whale is a mam ll131 
h. Tobc3Wh叫"電 to bc 3 m3111mal. (p.430) 

Ilc claimcd that generic 1'\Ps d c1crmined by a a閃 like predicJtc nomillals (e.g. John is 
Ii telichcr) in that th內 hoth arc non-referri峙; t11 巳y both reprcscnt ab~tract 已 oncep肘，

110t objccts. Hcncc generica is abont whal constitutcs mcmbc凹hip in a cla~s ， not about 
the cla~s itsc!f 

lh的 point can be further illmlriltcd by an eX3mple prüvided by lJahl (\975 , Jl 

10R) 

(54) A member o[ thi 'i cluh does nüt drink \\hi~ky: hen臼討IIlce yüu 吼叫 now hc 3ccepted 3 、

垃】nember ， you will h3VC to 叭。p drinking 

L~i口g a、 t Ìl e fïrst clau弓e 0 1" 1hc 斗bove sentence states that "there is an obligation for 
ml' mbcr~ üf the dub 110t to driηk Whl電ky ， or at Icast that it i5 cxpcctcu of thc11l that 
thcy will l1 0t drink whisky" (p. 10R). Given this mterpretatio叭， (54) is a va!id argumenl 
Note that (54) can be par (l phnlSeu a~ 
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(54') 10 be l!Icmber of this c1uh is to not drink wln、kv' hcn叫

I.a\vlcr (1973) l1 0tcd that gencric a is most naÎural in delïnitional scntences. 11e 

gavc u~ cxamplcs like 

(55) a A mmlrigal 凶 pülyphül1 ic

b. *A maclrigRl b populaτ(generic a) 

(p. 112) 

To bc a madrigall~ ncccs世 arily to be polyphonic. but to be aηladrigal i唱 n01 nec巳 s~arilv

to be popular. (55h) lmplic~ that popularity natnrally corn巳 s to a rnadigal jmt hecausc 
{)f its class membership. l\l1 nbcrg and Pan (1975 , p. 415) notcd th斗t altho Ll gh (55b) 
i~ not acceptablc , (56) is not problematic 

(.'1 6) A foolball hcro i, populal 

Tf a person is a football hcro , he is popular. Popularity is 斗 natural res l1 lt of being a 
hero 

Frorn the discussion abovc we ~CC that ir s巳 cms to be gene問lly agreed that gcneric 
a is about class memhcrship. Thi~ ~emc of thc indefinitc singular artic \c arises when it 

{)ccu鬥 \vith a 5ub.iect t巴 rm ， and th 巳 predicιtc altribut巳s to this suhjcct a propcrty which 
is a natural rcsult of clas 有 mClIlber~111p. Sentenc巳 s \vith this Ll哈巴 0 1" a statc that the 
property dcnoted hy thc prcdicate lS 叩 au tomatic and hence nccessary property 0 1' the 

sul羽 cct by virtuc of ib bcing a rTIlòIllber of thc class d巳 ~ignatcd by thc subjcct term 

Wilh this in mind , Icl us return to (52吋 rcpcdtcd herc 

(:'i 2a)A hor,e works hard 

Li k" t!1!'什，:， fi"Üf~ :"1γ 令c: ~e !們 tlris c:};-;~ c:xt 凶↓ mub;gLi{;l! ι Î. Cilll bè eüll t: 1 治νccilïc 01 
gcncric. On thc spccilïc 閃ading ， (52a) ~tat巳s that a particular horse known lo 巾c

spcakcr bul not to tlre addrc~scc works hard. On the gcneric reading , it st斗tes that work 
ing lrard iS :l necessary propcrty ofbeing a meηlber of thc 呵1ccics of horscs 

NO\v 1 lurn to (另 2b) ， repeated hcre 

(52b) C;'o hunt an clcphant , yO \l nccd spc已 ial gnns 

1月!h且 l h thc status 0 1" a in object position"/ It \va~ noted in thc prcccJing scction that 

gem;ric thc is blocked with manipulative ve的 We di~CLl S~巳 d case~ likc (29). rεpc ，~ tcd 
here 

(29) a. "lltll l!kc, ((j dfl叫 thc sports car WhCll he gct電址 chance (gcneric the) 

b "'011 \l()thc r'~ Day., 1泊叫llc wear the carnatiüll in lheir hqJcl 
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Although gcneric the is not allo\ved , wc can have a in thcsεcases ， as shown io (29') 

(29') a. Billlikes to drive a ,ports car when he gets a chancc 

h. 00 Mother's Day , people w叫"凶rnati叫 in theil !apcl 

In cases like these. a js c1 early nO )1- gencric: rather, in (29'a) it is either specific 0 1" nO I1 

specific and in (29'b) it is non-specjfic. ln the previous section , we abo noted that 

generic the Is possible if a verb is u~ed in a non-manipulative sense. \Ve discm~cd ca~es 

like (31) , repeated here 

(31) a. \1an invented the wheel in protohistonc times 

h. Euclid descrihcd the parahola 
C. ln a TV interview. Saul Bellow talked about the novel 

lf we turn the into Q , we have 

(月 7) a. ?Man invented a wheel în protohistoric timcs 

b. Euclid de 、 cribed a parabula 

c. !n a TV interview. Sall! Be1!ow talkcd ahout a novel 

1n thcsc cases, a i5 specifíc. (57a) states that man invented a specific wheei in proto 
historic ti01cs; (57b) states that Euclid dcscribed a particuìar parabola: and (S7c) states 

that Saul Bellow talked about a p缸ticular nov ('"j il1 a TV intcrview. Hcncc 、Ne sce that 

as the di自ct object of a verh , "a(n} N" 叫I1 not be generic Jnskad , it is citil叮叩ceilïc

or non-specific 

SO far we h:we discussed thc gcnericncss of "the N" “ a(n} N" , andφNPs 剖 subject

NPs and as dircct objects of verb凶 Now T turn to a disC l\ssion of thes\.' NPs ::i S thc object 
ot a preposition. 1n a general statement sucÌl as 

(58) Yet until now much of the wOl k in this fie!d has not been easily accessible tll the 
stuuent、 and often w叫ten at an intilllida白天g level of technicality 

(Cambridgc Texthooks in Ling山 stic ，

Pragmatics , !983 , back cover) 

we cal1 substitutc students for the student , but a student would 110t as good as the other 

two forms 
This does 110t mean tha寸 only “的e !'\" and <þ NPs, but n叫“a(n} r叫" can be uscd 

whcn thcy occur as the object of a preposition. Consider (6b) , repcated here , and (59) 

(6h) Oe1"oe was 叩 imp:'olant figure in the dcvelopmcnt of tlle llovcl/*novcls 中 a novel 

(S lJ) a. 1口1is book is suitable f，叫 (be first gradel 
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h. fhi ., book is ,utJahk îo! 圳、1 巨1 叫eTS

c. j hü, buok is 包;ullahk îor a 11r,1 g川 lkr

(Abboll , P C.) 

JO Ll mal of Ilumanitics F九叭叭 e~t

(611) SllOW、 lhλt ØNPs orι u(n) :\" ~ornctlTnc~ canr>u1 occur Hl this POSltlO D, but (50) 

咐。叭~ that in this positionιa(fl) N" ~()mctimc~ call reildily OCCUL .i ll~t likc thc othel 

two form" 
In (叫))， we lalk about a particular litcrary 配 n陀 anù hcncc gencric the 15 thc mo 5t 

呵Jpropriate. How ùo w r.: explain (59)"! If I ~ay lhat thc harc plural in (59) is not 

但r.: llcri~' ， th r.: read r.: r might ob.ir.:ct to it bccau~ r.: i1 obviou~ly d 巳 notcs fir~t gr斗ùcrs in 

gCllna l. l'd argue that thc inde f1nite plural u弓e 0 1" tirsr graders here dcno1c~ an unspcci 

fìcd nutnhcr 0 1' fH5t gradcr~ and thi~ numh盯 '5 尬。 hi皂凶 to amOLUl t to the whole c1a叭

。 r fir,t grad Cl"~ 

Il ow 注bout the statm 叫“a(n) N" in tbi~ pmition? l 1' \ve dcfinc gcncric “ a(n) N刊

出 dcnoting clas~ membcTsllip. a jint grader in 仔 9) ，也已lcarly not gcncric. Imtcad , it 

IS nO l1弓 pecific. d.enoting an unspc 己 i扛巳d fìrsl grader (j nd in this particul且r contcxt, Lt 

il Ir1 0unts to any fir、 t gradcr 
111 ~U ll1， a:, rh r.: ohjcct ()f a prcpu~ition ， "thc 1\" can be gencric when th r.: C(叩 tex t 

rcquirc<; it whcre叭的c barr.: plural or "(a)fl N" canllO t. Hmvever, thc bar巳 plural can be 

mterprcrcù a~ denoting an un<;pccificd number of objcct、 ancl this numhcr can be 50 
big 山 to amount 10 th巳 whol巳 cl‘ l~~ anù thus it acltieve~ a gcncral usc. Similarly “α(n) N" 

C叫 11 b r.: 110 t1叩 ccjJïc and by delloting an un只p巳cilïed ob.i ect it can b巳 takcll as rncaning 

;llly :\'且孔d thus achieves a g巳 n巳 ral Ll se 
Although gcncric a ha~ a quitc rc~trict巳d dhtrihutioll , non 叩此1日c a is widely used 

in general statcIll cn叭 whcrc gcn巳 ric the would not be JS appropriate. I-" or cxarnpk 

(60) A 、 tuùenl who 11叭 h巴巴 11 on an F.l vi叫 f"or cight CO!lSCCUI1Ve ycars must 呵ply for an 

cxtcmion ul ,lay 
1、 VI' W\" f l/1d .. \.-'()!門 L (, 1 I qk向私ji“h屯an St~ll~ "\.-'1刊insi l.;')

j" hc u可;: of 11 sludenr hcrc 的 better than the studenr hccause applying ror an cxtcnsion 

of stil')' TequlfC~ indiVldual aLtlOIl S: tllC u~c of gencric lhc (meaning 'th t; kind 0 1' ~tudel汀，)
lfnphcs that tbi" kind 0 1' ~tudcnt a~ a 但ruup lllust du ~()l1l cthing. Again , a is pλraphra 

油h]e as 肘1J' in (60) 
To SUlll up thi~ SCCtl0ηthe form “a(n) N" call bc 11" 巳 d cither gcn r.: rically OT nutl 

g巳"叮ically. ~on-gennic a(n) \l can hc cith叮叩cCl fic or l1 on-specific. Spccific a(n) N 

dcnotes 且 particular cntity known to thc 峙ìcakcr hut 110t to the addrcsscc; nOll-specilïc 

u(n) N dCllütcS an umpcCl fied clltity. (;eneTic a(n) 1\ dcnote可 mcmbcrship in 斗c1ass. The 

gencnc u把 uf a(n) \l aris的 only in "uhjcct po"itlO ll. \Ve ha\"c a gcncric use of a(n) N 

whcn it occur~ with 斗 prccl!catc WhLCh dcnotcs a nccc到Jry propcrty of thc cla% dc~i 

gnated hy thc TLOU Il. Thus it i 、 most approprintc 111 a definitiunal scntcnιc 
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5. CONCLUSION 

When an ~p determined by the zero article or the or a is used generically , it does 
not refer to a spec出C or non-spedfic item; rath盯 it denotes smoething more or less on 
an abstract level, a “kind" of thìng, or an item whìch is taken to be reprepresentative 
of a c1 a間， or class membcrship. The three articles are ìntcrchangeable in cases like (1)、

repea ted here 

(1) a, The dog is a mammal 
b. A dog is a mammal 
c. 1> dogs are mammals 

However, they have their o\V n 也stributionaJ restrictions. Among the three article毯，
generic use of the zero artic1e has th巳 least restrictions. 

、Nhen the predicate of a generic sentence is a “ class" predicate such as rare , 

common , widespread, and extinct the zero article is allowed , but the artic1e 11 is com
pletely blocked because a generic ~P determined by a docs not refer to a class itsc1f. With 
a "c1ass" predicate , the definite artic1e is possible for an ~p that designates a “ natural" 
kìnd, but impossible for a kind that involves a variety of speci閃 memberships (e.g 
weeds今 bugs) or a kind that is crcated by the descritpion of the sentence itself. Thus we 
have 

(61) a. Dogs are common 
b 成 A dog 1$ common 
c, The dog is common 
d 叮he dog tbat hites pcople isωmm叩

(62) a. Dandelions are common 
b. The dandelion is common 
c. Weeds are common 
d 嘲The weed is COl1lillOn 

In genera1izjng over a kind of thing, bare plurah allow the predication of properties 
which hold only on a statistical basis, but for definitc generics the propcrties attributed 
to them must be distinctive of the whole class. Thus we have 

(63) a. Cows give milk 
b. The cow givcs milk 

(64) a. Cows eal hay 
b. ?The co、N eats hay 

一悶。
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Tn ob_i巳 2t po,ition , bare plurab or imlcfinitc sigTl uLus a了c allowcd if a 、 crb is uscd 
in ~ manipulative sensc , but dcfirllte g:enerics are blocked 0口 lhe contrary , if a vcrh i~ 
uscd in a 孔on-rnanipulati\'c scn~c ， the lS thc mmt appmpriate_ 1h盯 \ve have 

(65) a. Bl l! hkc , tu urive ~ a sport~ car, sports cars , *lhe (generic) sport電 car} \vhenevcl 
hc gets a chan叫

b. Euclid descl ib~d I thc parahola , ?a parahυla ， ?parabola叫

Gcn巳 rlC a I 可 limited to SLl hjc c1 pmi tioll , hut non-~pecific a , jO lDing generic the and 
φi~ widcly uscd in g巳ncral slatcmcnts. Thus we have 

(己的 There 3re sensible exercises to mOot ch叩tcr" and adcquatc rcfercncc叫 ür {lll': rcader , 

read~rs ， a reader} WhD \\'3nt(、) to gü dccpcr 
(Camh叫巴巴 Tcxtbooks in Ltngu肌肉
1.υ'gicin Unquistic.I' , reprinlect 19的6
baà covcr) 

Jf L2 learner, kn O\v the general properties of gen巳 ri(' scntcnces and thc <;ubtle 

differences aTIl ong genric r-,;Ps detcnnined by the , a and th巳 Lero article , thcy will ha吋
better guidance 凹 making Ch01CCS of a口ic1cs. lf thcy know the distributional rcstric

tions for 巳 ach arttclc , thcy can avoiJ a wrong choicc 

NOTE 

* 1 am indebted to Barbrrra Abbott ill1 d Ruth Srend for their nativc intuitions and 
helpful commcnb 

REFERENCES 

Allan , Kcith 1 y 討 ó Li ngu 叭叭 c mcaning , \/01. 2. T.ondon: Rouilcdgc & Kcgan Pilul 
Bolinger 口wighL 1975. A po..tscript to Pmlun 0口 thc artidc. _\10clerηLanguagc 

Juurn aJ 59. J.Sl 的男

Burion-Robert弓， ;-';oc 1. 1976. On th巴拉eneric indetlmte articles. Languλge 52 .427-48 
(叫叩n ， Greg).' 1977. A unified 叩 aly~i~ of the F. ngli唱h hare plur且1. Lingu的 tl臼 and

Philmophy 1 .4 13 月 7

Ca叫馬()n ， Crcg ;\. 19民 2. Gcneric lcrms êlnd gcncric scntctlccs. ] omnal of Ph il。可uphica1
T.ogic 11. 145-81 

Carhon , Greg N_ 19約 3. 0i atural kind~ and thc dcnutations of commo口I1:Juns. Un 
puhlish以1 clraft 

Carhun , (~rcg ;\]. 19H5. \Vorld, ilnd natura1 kinds. Uηpublished draft 

131 



Generic ~oun Phrases in Engli~h 

Carlson , Greg N. 1989. On the semantic composition of Engli:;h gencric sentences 
Poperties, types and mcanin皂， Vo l. ll: semantic issucs, ed. by Gennaro Chierchia, 
Barbara H. Partee , and Raymond Turner, 167-92. Kluwer Acadcmic Pub !i這hers

Dahl, Osten. 1975. On generics. Formal semantics ofnatural1anguage , ed. by Edward 
L. Keenan, 99-11 1. Cambridge: Cambridge Cniversity Prcss 

Huang, Shuanfan. 1982. Mastering Modern English Grammar. Taipei: Crane 
Laca, Brenda. 1990. Generic objects: Some mo自 pl巳 ces of the puzzle. Linga 8 1.25 

46 
Lawler, John ~1. 1973. Studies in English Generics. University of 立ichigan Papers in 

Linguis刮目， Vol. 1: No.l 
-;\unberg , Geoffrey; and Chianua Pan. 1975. Inferring quantification in gcncric 

sentences. CLS 11.412-22 
V凹ldler ， Zeno. 1967. Singular terms. Linguistics in philosophy , 33-69. Ithaca, ;\iew 

York: Comell University Press 

132 一




