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THE DEA/V古 DECE/I4BER: SAUL BELLOW'S T ALE OF TWO CIτms 
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[7heDean's Decemberj l'.,'a, a cri de coeur. [jllstωuld not 
longer stand thc l<tct 01at t1 JC citv allU lhc c的nlry wcrc III 

uccav undcr ()llr 叫 ry eyc, and peoplc w心uld not talk about 
thc racl巴 1

\(mt carlj: cri1ical rC、ponse 10 S叫 1 Bc l!O\v's The Dean's Dec f' mber (l982) has 

bccn a~ cold as its title. Dnractor~ find thc novel unsatisfadüry bccall~c ， with a cold , 

dct山 hed ， and 陀 tro叩ectivc protago)l i~t ， i↑ do肘 1101 ha\'c rnud1 con f1 ic t. The novcl 
acconlinι10 thosc nay 叫 CT__ ， is il failure because it docs not con1ain typical B巳 llovUJn
WJt山ld humor, dramatic collfrontations. outbur~rs of wrath 叩 d ùelight , and unforg巳t
Ulble suppo此ing cha叫ctcr~.2 1t is to bc grilnted that lhe Dean's December is a gloomy 
book wilh its sulcrnn tonc and llloral i Il1 p巴ratives; yet, to me , thos巳 fault-finding crit1c~ 

fO Ll nder in one poin t. thcy 1'0喀巴t 山at Beliow 1his time i" wri“ng a diffcrcn L novcl and 
that i1 ~ltollJd he rcad au:ordingly.3 

This papcr attcmpt~ 10 rcad T /le Dean 少's Decemher as what it is. By consid盯mg
the fa叫 that Bcllow i~ writing d novel whiclt is di叮'ercnt from its prcùc臼ssors and which 
in genrc bears 111uch affinity to the form of “ tllC cpistcmological cs祖 y" (sec Bach 3 日0)
this paper uims to ~how how Bellow h的 crcatcd a 11。可 cl which , in a “ non1ïction 
lìO叫lislic ~tylc ，" sup叮bly dramatizes his protagonisγs pcrshtcnt conCCn1:-. over th(; de 

tcriorating conctitions of Amcric,lll socicty ilnd contemporary civiliLation. 4 Thj~ papcr 
C 川C;-; C_!~ that j'lw [)，品ii':; lhccíiι缸，心心ι 的 thûse IìCg'lêivè 1 山lG\'\i è I"S Clêllf刊， "ρ叫i

nove i; it is in tr\!th a tOUT dc forc巳 an lTnportilnt citji no、 el evcr pcnned by ι111 Amcrican 
,u• hor 

y川布 e De郎仰α肘n's D趴3引e咒沱肘c三

l
'
>C'門、ua品S1刊"叫Iv t竹he 1ηγn泊an-C1 t勾y d也1站inlogl叭uc one of • he I立most ~趴仙ι注叫11 i恨c盯n】 t thcme 丸 in Bcllovv's ocuvrc 
but lt a1'>o rendc:s <hc city VCTy vividly.5 Thc protagonist-Albert Corde -is a highly 
intelligcnt , minutcly Oh~l;:T，;allt 、 isiollary who 1akcs up thc rc世pomibility of te !l ing thc 

t1"\l th abou t modc了11 urbiln land~capc. ü 1" all Bcllow's herocs , 111.' i~ ， to mc , the bcst 
balallC(;d onc with a 們rong mOï(l l vision. TIi s dialogue wlth his citics Bllcharest and 
Chl(ägO --rlovidc~ tlh~ best thru"t for 1h巳1l 0vcl_ ln dcpicting Dcan Cordc\ dialogic 
relanoll:;hip with his cities, BcllO\v ha~ rcndcrcd thc city~capc in ~uch il convincin日 way

that it lurns out ro bc morc !han a mcrc hilCkdrop \vhcrc tlle ploT unfolds , it bccomcs 
practically n di~tinct charactcr in it 馬 own righ t. Bcsides • hc city in The Dωn's Df 
ι emher i~. to all purpos們 and lntenls 叩 apt mctaphor for mod巳γn reality. \'.;ith V,:hlCh 
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n句e Dean '.\ lJe正 ember: Saulikl!ow 又 laleofTwoCili的

tl1C prolagonist h的 \0 叩m巳 10 grip~ in hi~ proCl's~ tu s<:ck humanity and cquaninnty 

Like its prcdec巳 s~or Humhοldt\ Gift. The Deafi 活 Deccmher is a tak 01' two cities 
with !kan Cordc a~ ib ccntl 斗1 charadcr and ccn tral cOJ\sciou、ncss. Ill O背 lng a~ JllL 1Ch 
bctwccn 仁 hicago and B Llcharc~l u世 bcl研 een action and conlclllplation Corde is a pro 
fc~~or of jourηal i叫11 turned dean of student品，，\為n 山lJl alllcd Chicago colleg l: 吼叫h hi~ 

Rllmanian-born wife Minna, he ilit'~ to Bucharc吋 to be at the bcd~idc of his dying 
mothcr-m-la\v. Dr Valeria Raïe咄 Having mad巳 an unauthori7ed 、 j~l t 10 、/älnia in thc 
Party !lospital, the Co吋叫 arc prohibitcd from sccing hcr 3.gain. As thc nu\'cl 01川1討 t]t，

Dean 叭 coopcd up in his \vifc 勻 s room in wintry :R ucha比~t awaltlng 仙c dcath of Valcria 
Having llwch time at 1】浴血sposal ， h巳 rcflccls on his personal hièitory. cspl:cially on t\\'o 

piece" of ulllïnished hmmess ba Gk homc in Chicago. One of thc D、 an's ~tudcnt、 hu~

been killed and Cordc has pressed mu叫cr cllarges against two 81acb. thu~ evoking thc 
antago Dlsm of his llcphcw \Llson , a militanl ~tudent. ,1l1d hi~ cousin 口 l:tillion. a 
publicity-chasing lawy l'f. Me斗 nwhilc ， t \l c Dcan h出 publish巳d artick~ in [Jurpcr's Ull thc 
dct巳 rioration of urban lifc in Chic3go and has conscqucntly ~tiïred up much troublç 

In his latc lïfties , Dean Corde , a man of ~eaïching lntelligenc、 and 也clf-rcUection

的叫了ltinualìv attentiv巳 to h is 叫nounding可 'laJs if he had becn 問nt down to mind 

the outεr world. on a mission of obst'rv叭ion anu n(只叫叮叮叮 Likc IIcflcιSammkr 
and Citrin巳 Conlc i~ a “ hungry Ob1、ervcr" (9), taking in 苔ignals fro111 \l i~ cn、 lroη Ill C T\ ts , 

brooding on thc human prcdicamcnt wlth cagcr 7.eaL and longing to èxpreS5 的巳 p.lln

and wlsdom that scor巴 hl5 5ou1. Hi5 ~elr-dcSCïiption betray~ tha1 hL: is 門m carne~l ， 

brooding , heart-~truck. time-ravaged person with his moral d的irc~ and taking up lhc 
burdcm of mankind r~icl" (1 35). lIe 1)elie、 C5 thυt "thc lïrst act of morality w出 \0

dlsinter th巳 rCälity ， rctricvc reality. dig it out from the tra~h ， rcprc叫叭 it ancw as art 
would rcprcsent it" (1 3Cl). As a jU \j rnalist-arh~ t. hc atlcmpb to ftnd a journal叭 tic

po巳try to ‘ rccuvcr the \vorld that i 只 buricd undιr thc dehris uf fabc dc~criptio孔。r

nonexpenencc刊 (270). Through thc cyc , lllind 叫 d soul of SUcllι] "p巳 r<;i~tcn t. almost 
fi.xatcd observer" (之 68) ， Bucharc~t i了 1 Com I1l ulli::.t Rumania contrasts sharply toζhicago 

in dcmocratic A llIcrica , (ugcth叮 lh叮.' fonn a blcak picturc of thc modern world 

Bucharcst is 斗 stark and honc-chilling city , with a ~cCIll illg1y intnminablc wllltcr 
Cordc's imprcssions of lt are mainly a<;sociatèd with death , c 址 d ， boredo!ll, di~malnc~~ ， 

"carcity , and opprcssiol\恥forc hc i1 i閻明 Corde lTnagin凹 the city as "a .\lcditcrnmcan 

sort 01' placc ，斗 light city not a hcavy one: rococo" (19). Ul)Oll arrivaL howcvcr , l]c find弓
onlvιma~~ aft巳 r l1l出s 0 1' ~ociali~t tcn巳 mCllts and govcrnmcnt offi出 buildings" (19) 
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Jouma\ of HunlG nitics East/West 

As a 1/ i~i1m rrom the fre巳 1月/e"t ， Ccnle feeJs d的placed in this dre <ll)', comfort]cs) , repres 

5JVe. fec巳I1 t\y eaγthquake-r恥 agcd city. Vi oreove r. he is strongly affectcd by his moth叮

ill-law'~ immillcnt dcatb. lhc hosrital Sllperintcndent' 可 burcaucr且cy ， hh solitary brooding 

in hi~ wifc'~ room. and th巳 ble此 Oecember weather 

De~cribing the tWl1ight of Bucharest , BeHow sets thc rnood foγthe no、e1

December bl'OWI1 ,et lJl at abnut llncc in thc d'ternoon. 3y four lt had cltmbed down the 

<;tllCCO nf nld walb_ thc grav o l"心rnmumd rcsiucntial blocb: brown Li arkne~s llJlJk ovcr 

rhc pilVCIllCl1 tS rnorc tlllckly anu j ，lJl叭叭J thc strccllarnp>. Thcsc wcrc ("cc hly ycllow in the 

impure melancholy wint己「己fflne l1 ce. iÌ._ir ，adness 亡。rde call己 d this , 111 \he final slage of 
uusk_ a hwwn scdim己nt sce:ned 合o cncircle the lall\ps. The l1 therc was ~ li叫 d d~ath 

1tlomcm. NigJll hcgan_ (3-4) 

Thi、 pa~~agc cffectively 巳vokes a mclancholy and depr巳 s~ive ambi巳nce \vhich is in 

COllccn with the pivotal evc l1 t in the Buchare~t sto門 Valeri且's death 

Al icn 出 the sur;.oundings are , Corde feel) an (11)• a l1 t ;ntimacy in his \vife、 old

room. In a Jislinctivc Bellovian postu陀， Corde star巳" fïO m it品 \-vindo\\吋 at the cüy.s 

ιcarthquakc-damaged buildings , winter skics. gray pigeons. pollarded tree~. squalid 

orange- ïU sty trams hissi l1g under trolley cabks" (1), Shut up in the room , Corde 且0 '5

lialc hut read. n叫他 and slccp τh巳 room 已 his rcfugc , his ~anctu (l_ry ， lli~ ccll" (1 93) 

\5 often dark änd cold. In thc sauness of lhc aftcrnoon , he feeìs especially thc mortify 

ing chill , hc cvcn dc自叫可 the “ crystalline bittemes~ setting in" (1 15). When he opens 

thc d叫H of thc apartmen t. he feels “ like being thwackeù with the flat 0 1" a saber" (58) 

A~ lhc ~un g肘S dow l1. the citv. as if abandoncd. bccomes dissocla<cd The unusually 

hlack and cold night givc::. risc to cvi1 viSlO n~ about "thc moronic infcrno" (23) 

Lifc in Bucharc::.l gocs on , howc、"勻 whik thc carthquakc damagc is hcing rep刮目d

1"0 the ~hut-in Dcan , hoth the pe陀u出ion of carpet-beatc鬥 and the barking Df the dog 

11<::d(d 111 :lic 川。(Ii jl]包、υLJlI J lih: f)W ，c討 ba包dllbt lυläli ti:llidjji~jjj. \-vcl l' ριupk do后~， tllèy 

\vouJd how1. "l'-or God' :，叫kc. opcn thc univcr~c a littlc morc ~" (11) 

Since thcy arc constantly unucr t}lC survcillarlcc of the ~ecrct policc. pcoplc go out 

on thc strcct for priva~c conv巳 rsatlOns 口uring SLl ch '7\"'-11ks, Corde mir>u tcly observcs thc 

city's peopk、 ~ccncs、 wcathcr， anu color~ 立 i~ oh~crvatlOtlS oftcn blcnd poctic touchc~ 

with realistic dctails , as cxcmplified in thc following passagc 

Toward ;, midaflern的"山c 三 ecclllbcr Slll1 wa, rcadv to check O\lt. Bclow rhe wintel 
叫J Ill S tilcrc Wc'fe violct ,hadO\v,; Ihcsc wcrc cullccted in thc plttcd s凡nfaccs of thc <:tucco 

walls, anu mauc Cordc thinl( o!" ,;hoppy willtn waTCI 八 simihr color gathcred ah0:1t the 

pnllalded I 間的 τhe pigeons ,11'00\ on thc 仙lcwalk had 1\ , 100. wilh iridcscen\ v ，lI iatio l1電

lJl rnid 、 lrcèl 、 OIllc llotlccd tbc {cmaim I_lf ,malll,ll" (1 1 的
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I'he Dran's Decemher_ Sall! fk1luw's Ta!eυ1-') 叭。 Ulks

Th~ powerful nnagc of the flattcncd rab' COIJ沁CS 5ticks in Con廿 S llli Jl(L LJt叮叭 hdc

walking with Minna on the ~trccL I l\.~ find~ lllm~clf luOklll f_!. for thc rcH~' rcmain~ "The 
strccl Wa5 gray The pilecl carthquakc wbble smclled 11l 01dy. CVC I1 thougil rcfrigcrating 
Decembcr chccked 1hc dccay Cordc found him~df looking fOf the rat ~ilhOllettc~ in the 
stred. flaUcn叫 likc wcathcrcocks by traffic" (2訂)

Thc upprc~siv c:ne5~ of thc city i 、 ern bodi巳d in lhe 、 indictivc Party Hmpital di閃ctor

a ('olonel in tlle 問 cn:t po1i出 w l1o ， ~ituated in "hi~ taJi hruol1l-clo叫 office" (115) 
gives the C:ordes Ics~om in lhc Currilnuni~:s' “ hanl nihili叮叮刊 Ju吼叫 \1 r. S,-unrnlcr i 、

prcventcd by variolls pcopk anu incicllè l1 b fro ll1 ~CCillεDr ， G川ner alivc. tllc Curdc~ 盯巳
thwar1叫 by the Culoncl ln their a tt巴u中的 tu ~cc thc dyil1g Valcna 恥 110. like I) r. C山111è1

is onc of the most po~iti\'e charactcrs in Bcllow'~ oeuvrc. Shortly bdon: Valcria-~ death 
Cordc and Minna arc allow 口1 to \'叭it hcr onc morL' timc. ï hi~ dcath-b巳 d SCCllC -ir>

which Cürdc cxprc泌的 11l~ affcctioll for Valcna -i馬 thc c1 imux of tlh~ 13u叫larest ~to了?

On thc day of Va]e ria'~ funcra1. therc is f\叩 c 1" al weathc1ιNu lllorι 只U Il lhat was 
gone. 0111y' linty c1 oud$ and 斗 lü\V cold horÍ/on" (231)_ Sitting in a small UlT folluwing 

th巳 van-hcar~e ovn thc gloomy boulcvards of tl1C city , Curdc lO (J k~ oul l\oticmg^ tryin且
to penetratc into lhc rcality of lhc city At thc crematoriulll Cordc rchca的C~ dcath 
Having to go dowmtairs for iïnal idcntificatiün of the corp~c blòforc 仁 rClll '-l tion. C:üf(k 
is caught 叫，CTWC巳 n frosl and namc~" (236) WhCll hc gocs upstairs againsL On tllc ~tair前
he 叫 ffcr~ιιthe extrçme~ of hcat and cold likc t\I/ O facc~ uf 斗n axc , srlitting lllm [11 
hal、凹，1(1的 2); hi~ b閃出t_ "as narrow 出 a laddcr , w出 crowdcd 叭 itil cmütiom firc , 

death , surfociltion. put into il l1 icy cold OL i l1 slcad. crackling in a furnacc" (237) 
ìn l11c bkak and fn>cLing BLlc}lare~t ， thcrc i~ no pa~turallll()lllcllt for Cordc but he 

finds somc 可olacc in the cyclamcns which , thriving in his clnlly roo l11. are suggc:刊、巳 01

the cU IllHl unitv of women that forlll arolllHi tl1l' l\l盯1'1 a 1"ιh Valcria , Th叫 trv to makc 
l11cir difficlllt acco1l1modatiun~ within thc sv~t巳 111. Thc "mlltllal-aid f凹llak nclwork". 
(116)-orιfcminine Icaguc" (143)-includes Valcria'~ 51吋巳 r Gigi , her Ci(l ll凶"，γ :v-r I l1 na 
old Comin Dincutza , loana thc cOllcicrge , _\'linna'~ classm ,Jtc Vlada , worncn d()c!ors in 
thc hm]Hta l. dislant relativc~. ncigl巾勻的 and c\ 巳 11 a mak , Petrcscu. By 己 x te l1 dlng lov巳!
hc1p. advic ，-~. <t nd -;ympilthy to on巳 anothcr. they afrirlll the old 呵呵tcm ， the old 
Europ凹 n lifc Likc Lhc c:: yclamens , their ~oiidarity ~ll叭叭叭叭d prc叫r\'c~ hllmaniL、

dcspitc har~h a l1 d r('!lrC的 ivc po!iti c::al cirCllm~tallcc可~ Thi~ Sl~tCrllood ak lTI 10 U1l 
Blakcan broth叮}lOod and 1hc \J>,.'hitmancsquc “ ncw city of l-'nench" extolcd by Herzog 
and c:i trinc rc叩心tÌ\'ely ， 15 what r了 wkes thcsc RUlllanian WUllH.'ll hU 1!lan 

The llucharcst 5tory tclls U~ grim ('acb 油Ollt ordcrly tmt opprcs~iv 巳 lli'c bdlÌml lh 己
Iron C: urtil1n De5pite his grcal deprt' ssiu孔 howcver ， Cürd巳 doc可 not yidd to pc泊1l1llS 1ll

or nih;li~rn 1\5 he ~ay~ “ 11 intensl\ 巳 carc doctor、 CO l! ld !ighL cilndles 1"0 1' llll' dying 
~ecret agenb could mOUfll th巳H adoptivè rnothcrs_ Thcre \va~ sC1Him ，-~nt all over th巳
placè" (203) , H亡 beljeve~ that "thεinmost 凹 sence of thc human b巳 lng musL be l11 aking 
1tS O\\l n. lts n此叮叮叮， iTS Ull1que arrall[!:C !llCnt a~ it bcst could" (116)_ Thc rlickcring 
candlclight rrcpared by thc \V onh:~n doctor~ 1'01 、rakria cmits hopc , faiT I:r, and hU I11λnily 

howevcr dim 11 i 、
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J Ollfllal of Humannic廿亡 ast/Wcst

n 

1"ηbk as 13\lch u.rcst i~ ， Conlc i~ quict b巳 C a\bC hc is frcc 0 1' Chicago's ag;tations 

Yet hc cannot kecp bis minu o1'f hi~ city: Hl fact , lJC is cngros~、cd in it. 13巳sldes ， various 
peoplc and lhing5 k\'cp r己 minding him of Chicago , among thcm two 111巳沁心 ngers 1'rom 

Chicaεo 1m fricnd , Dewcy Spangkr , and hi<; collc咕ue ， Vlada Voynich. 1'hey not only 
kcep h;m informed abollt what、 happcning on hlS hornc t l1rf blll givc hirn chances for 
lengthy convcr、atio !lS dllring wfl1cl1 hc rcmini叫 C 可 about thc Clty'S pa~t and n:刊cct~ on 
its prc~en t. rhu~ ， through Corde' 情 ruminatiom， rccolkctions. rcauings. and conv叮H
tions ln Bucharcst. the Chicago ~tory is rccon~twctcd 

lf Bllcharcst i 馬 cold ，巨札Tll， dlsrna l. and impri 峙。 ning ， Chlcago 15 h01 , Chäotic , corrupt , 

and murde間l)S， ï he Chicago ~tory t 屯ins with the death of Rick T.Gstc r. Cordc' s 
~tudcn t， who 15 hound. gngged. and PUSllCd out of a wmdo、v to hi~ dcath hy a Black 
prostitute and her pirnp. Lc~tcr'~ violcnt death is highlightcd hy “ thc crying uglin巳 ss of 

thc Chicago night" (48). Corde Tcmcmhcrs it i 可 a "rotten nig:ht" wh巳n hc i~ callcd LO 
idcntify Ll:叫cc 心叫 ))11、e

1 he circumst ances of T 出lcτ~ death arc ùiffiçult to rccon~tTUçt ， hecause of many 

amhiguities reJatcd to thc Clty'S milieu. It 的 onc of "th。如 çhoking ， peak-of-sulnmcr 
u rhan-n igh tmélrc 巴巴 xual and uhsccn巳 runmng-barc ti ll1c~ ， and dcatll panting bchind thc 
young man. clo也nε ll\" (42). Sccing LGstcr, barcfoot , in tlle morgue , Corde c在 nnot
llndcr~tand why tl1C yuuth~ of 仁 hiulgo <lfC SO i 日00了ant or n ,lÍve aho凶 t thc dangel峙。I

their city "1\1al1 y young peoplc removcd th巳 ir shoe~ in hot weath叮出 if thc)' were 
~urrouncled by "vood可 ancl ficld~ ， 1\ot the~ 1: broken-Dottle. doιfoulcd strccb" (30) 

lhc Le~tcr episodc hrings out ~everal thcmcs of thc Il Ovcl 兒xual allarchy , 

robbery. !Tl urdcr , thc Bìack "und巳 rcla'l s ，" studcnt rnilitancy , and tbc ne\vs Dl ed悶 's noi~c 

lhwllg}l thc entirc cpi~od巳 it i\ ironically , Cord巳、 own rel泣ivcs who p1t thèlllselves 
ag:ainst hilll_ Mason'~ alliance with Oetl11ion against Corde in the lav九 court 已ontra~b

snarply ,0 thc ranlliy (e l'l ing~ Cord巳 cxp巳 ncnces lJ1 a torelgn clty m KumaniJ. YC1 , 

ba~cd 011 lJ is conscicncc and scnse of dutv 、 Cordc the !ll oralisl dcmands jll~tl臼 for thc 
VIC fJ_日1 in spitc of all thc a巨ilalioll可 and prolcsls 

(、orde)~ 11，μ巾的法盯tlclcs arc in叩 ircd by more cornplicat吋 lllotlve~. At first Cord巳
scems to take IIp thc ta~k which Thnxt叮 in Humbοld t's Gift urge~ on Citrine to “只o

arou Illl Chicago like Rcslif dc: la Bretonne in thc str巳èls 01' Pari、 and write a chronicle" 
(Hu削boldt's 2(9) J\<; a nati\. 心情。n 0 1' Chi“ go. Cordc , likc Augic , lI erzo皂， (I nd Cilrinc 
的心trongly <l ttnched to 111弓 city. lIc cspccia l1y chcrhhcs lli~ rncrnorics of Old C:hicago's 
iovable ncighborhoods. His TCl1 nion wilh his old pal Spungleτin ßucharcst givcs him not 
()nly ιrh巳 p1己的urc 0 1" no~talgi (l勻 (1 23) hut thc opportunity to cxplorc thc lnoti'ie 
hehindhi可 writing those Harper's anidc~ 

ln an cxotic city , two jourηa1isb from Chicago indulgc 1口 reminisccnccs 0 1' the 
good o1d days ()f poelry and feeling lhc)i shaïed in high school iηthc thirtic旨 Corde

recnl15 that 的cy were dτawn to cach oth己 1 h巳 cau<;e 0 1' thci了 pa~~ion for poctry aηd 
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ThcD叩n ',\ lJcc帥的er: Saul Bcllow、 Tale ()f Two CitJcs 

literature “Q[ cou了sc it was Swinhurne , \Vildc，阿e~zsche ， Wa1t WhiL lIlan , in high 
叫hooL P巳，fUll1巳d herr了 agc ， intoxicatin皂 lyricism and lamcntatio l1, rich music , t1 i Ìl i!i~m 

aml dccadencc had madc them p1-,ls" (74) 
1n Uncoln Park -thcir habitual haun: --they r巳ad th巳 i ， favorite pocts and 

philmopher~: Blak夙 Wildc ， Swinhurnc , Yeat\ Shakespcare , Shelley , \Vhitm訓， Patcr 
Spino品， anù ~ie tL sche. Co吋c rcrnembep; :hat th巳 y o f1cn l_j uoted 10 cach 0令her

Shcllcy'~ linc “ An old mad blind dcspis巳 d dying king" a口d thcy both wcrc greatly stirred 
by “ thc wondcrful hanl music of thosc \vorùs" (76). At ti ll1C~ ， they ltad thc 心ompany

of Corde's comin , Iv[ax De • illion. and the three rcad to onc anotherιheir 0\1/ 11 creative 
works. Corù 巳 C呵。yed Spanglcr'~ company becau甘 at i.hal tir臼l1 ohody clsc \vas 叩
intcrcstcd in the poctry anù "lhc philosophy that he lovcd 1n a ci1y notcd for 
i1~、 gal1g~tcr~ and stockyards, ib industry and "bu<;ines\ their lov亡。f poctry and 
philosophy wa~ indeed odd. Forty year治 later ， they wondcr if k>ds in 1hc n了escnt
Chicago stitl get togeth巳r in Lincoln Park <!nd reud thc way they used to r巳 ad-"'walbw

ill that good slu'[: the Zurathustra , the Ph仗?drus ， that Bri，瓦gc bock by Rilk已"(132)
Despitc the pr肌cncc {)f "Bubblc Crcek ," which u:,cd lü l， ubble 山 thc 5UJ1l!ll CI 

bccausc üf "thc bl00Gλnù triJl cs élnù tallow , the ~tockyarcl~' shif' (124) , d c::,pi:e th己
ab叮叮lce ()f a place where young叫n可 could takc thcir in:ense pass;o l1, Cord巳 ~nd Spanglcr 

問mcmber thc Chicago of thc thirties as a ciLY of i了nmigrants w110 had fOllnd work , 

food ancl frccdom and a kinc of fr>cndly uglines~ ar【 U 口 Ù thcrIl, and tllcy pnicticed tlh:::ir 
日ld \\'orld Lrad己s-cabinclm a_\u>rs ， tinsmiths , loc 臼miths ， wurst-stuffcr~ frorn O'acow , 

confcctioncrs from Sparta" (264) 
Cordc rcturned to Chica位。↑ co ycar~ aε() in hi~ mid-fortics art巳 r a ~uc、 essfll~ carccr 

as 且 jou l11 alist for thc Pari~， Tribune Llke Citrine，仁ordc trics to 巳xplain lG himself and 
to 0日lcr~ why he made such a decisivc move. 9 According to his owηanaly~is， he cllmc 
to bccomc a profc的or În Chicago beC :lu咕。r hi~ allegiancc to hi~ city , OD thc onc 1】叫d

and his (ÌeSHC to rcoricnt himsc1f i l1 the cl斗s~ics ， on thc Otl1CT. Aftcr 已 a twcnly-ycar 
interruption by 已 n巳W司令， by current h lJ rrwll businc鈞、， (208) , h巳 decided to givc mor巳 a~

tention 10 Baudeiairc , Rilkc , Montcsquil'u , Vico , Machiavelli , Plato , TllU cydl吐肘， anù 
Shake~pcar巴

1'0 his mind. aJl American city líkc Cbicago is whCle thc 1;;al 且clio l1 is. B 己則des

as bc tell弓 hi~ ~i世tcr “Ther己 's th巳 big advan1age 0 1' hackwardnc~~. By 1IJ(' timc thc 1ιtcst 
idea~ r己 ach Chicago. they're \VQrn tlli九 a口 d casy to sec ilnough You don 't h盯 c to 
bother with thcm and it save可 iots 01' troubl巴" (14為)_ Corde'5 cO l1 vcrsation wit11 Vlada 

io Bucharest reveals how scriously J1C ü!kes to heart hi~ home city , a city he wjl1 l咒

1he last to scc dying or ruined 

In Pari 治 1 \vas \00 b\l sy doing arl itcms 2nu mlellC Clual cllilcJla t. 1 ca l1lc back to (、hicago

\0 conl1l11lC my cùucation. And tJ1Cη! had to write thosc aniclcs , Thcrc was 1\0 w~Y to 
aVüiu 11. Thc young電tcrs \'i()U lu ,ay il was my bnna. \Vell , therc'、 ]UW-dO\V ll Ch:cago 
2nd thcre可 bi且h- \111 Chcago_ Ihcrc's Big Bi日 ThoIllpSO叭 ancl thcn thcrc\ ATi電totlc ， who 
has 2lso hau a lllllgtimc asso i.:Ì alion wilh thc city. A. N. \\l11teheau 加lieveu 廿lal
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Journal ()f HU I1l a l1l叭叭口出t/W巳 st

Ullcagu hau Atheni,in pu的;bilit 陀、 久 "dτllC!) lh的巴1'.';1' AI'的 lotle 、Ill iln withulll a ci。

b 叫her iI :Je,bt ur a i:! UU \\'cll，的l叫gu wa, the city ()r 忱的 it: Where \\1山 i t_ what haJ 

h~(urnc ut- 11 子、~() cltie ," Th~n \\ltnc w山以\'1 ]iDl. tion'，) Or 叭 a、 the L S A. a~ iI whole !1 0訊

my Li~}.'? Cl'iö I 川lct 1氾 WJit ， c l1 o[] Jying )!enerali門叫 thc black、 aJl(i I'uerto Ri;::am , 

thc agCJ !(沁1' 11 1)]' 11, rno問 Lct thcm bc [11111cd. de(;.1V. dl巴叩 ct eliminμe tbelll ， elv叫

I hnc an.: SO !11 C whυ 、ee Tll WJ l! tng rhat this sliuuld hapl沁n l'm Il D• ()nc ()] 1hem , Nolmc 
('另3 另 4)

After a ten-)'c，汀'~dormancy ， Cordc dccide-; to \vulk out ofhis ivory ünver and sce 

firsl haIH_! what is happe l1 1ng 111 his city Origin叫 ly hc plans to write abollt the Chicago 

that I比 kllO\V~， rocusin g: onιpcrsonλl巾的， sc巴 nc~ ， fccling~ ， tone~ andωlors ，" Thc 
a rt1cl此 w !l l 1咒“ more pictorial lh肌 an uJ yti叫1" (219) , ~inωhi~ purposc is “ to wy 

something Jbout thi~ Chicago sc c: nc dr <lwing on hi~ OW l\ Cxp巳 riencc ， nwking fre可h

OhSl'鬥叫lon~ 比1εrring to 111::. own feeling~ ， aml using lns O'0.' n lang江lagc" (J 80)_ Begin 

ning in all in孔ιlCence. Conie lïrst takc~ a light and 110stal g:ic tone_ lIe record~ 1m visits 

to hi~ high ~cho()l zoology te斗che r. hi~ ~cho()lmates，斗nd 11i', old n 巳 ighhors ， such as 
a sc](~educated P() Ii ~h 1')urbcr W110 uscd to lecture boys 011 Spc11g]er's Decline οIf the 

W{'st. 1h巳 re are qllict anu rC ]cLxeù passages ahoul 山 C old neighborlloOÙS. th巳"

at lT1 0spher巳， their architccturc , thc trecs , soil , watcr, the uncxpectcdly vcrsatile light of 
thc placc" (11\ 1). Althuugh 11c tllinks 亡。叫 e pmlws puctry too hard in thc Harp f.:'r 's 

articles, Spang]cr admits lhal Cordc doc~ a good job in d巳 ~cribing the intcrior decora

tiom of tl1C apartment , immigranl lifc in the thirti。可 the lakcfront, parks , aml rhe prc 
war Loop 10 l.ikc HerLog and Ci trinc 亡。“le is 叫ddened hy thc disappearancc uf old 

l山 ldlll叫b “The Loop刊 b叫nCï1凹 handbooks ， dinky di，巳~ and Ill ovi巳 palace::. wcre 
wiped ou l" (219) 

iJow、 ver ， as hc probe~ inlo thc p間sent Chicago , lli <, original plan begin弓 to takc a 

twisted tll • '11. As 1lC discOVCT~ ， thc cily t11<il i~ is not tl li: city that was. Chcago i~ not 

"thc old town an、 morc" (125). \Vhilc colle叫ing maleriab for thc arlicles , hc find可 "t

nn叫“\"0L1rds. ksi。的 叩C戶閃 1 門汁 '_'C: 何可 r'lr~1 而佇 nfh' ， (721)(h肛門tnls fhp uf rmlt mpt 

ccntcr" of Arncrica, lïllcd with chaos , in~Jnity ， violence , scxllal anarchy , and moral 

d巳cay. A~ hc say可甘心n: IS a cunou~ \ack 0 1' final cohnr:ncc，且孔巳nvironmc l1 t not 
c!to<;C T) to ~U1 1 hUlllall necds. 1 訕。rahk to manufacture , shipping. construclio叭" (2fi3) 

Bclicving th 泣t no onc in Chicago carcsμbout the terror , aboul “ thc tcrriblc wildncs馬扎nβ

llrcad in tl1is huge place About d刊的τ <ltout gU l1S" (224) , Cordc decidc~ 的 at lt iS 

ιl11gh tjm~' t :J writc a picιc ， ~in Cl~ [ gIC\V up Ìlcre" (224) 

Cordc、巳~sav可 begin 'Nith picture叫 uc ， channing , no~taigic r r:collecti:m~ ， cnding 
up with cxposes und 叩imadvt'rsio])s_ Ilc does 110t mean to altack-- a~ hlò S <l y弓，“T'm

2Uachcd to Chicago 1 :J rn 只putk inεquil巳 seriuu~ly" (131) but hc writes culling 

po1emi的 de l1 0uncing Chic止go'~ crir ll1 ttal-ju叫icc ~ystC'凹， thc coγmp↑ ion of local j Ll dg \Òs 

(l n cJ 1 正川、 ers ， and thc vioknt, prinntiv 已 conditions tolcrnted in th巴 Cook ('ounty jail 
Hc Jïlls hi~ arti cJ c弓 with "clisohli叩 ng n':lllark~ al')out City Hal\ , thc prcss. th巳 sheriff

lλndJ th t: g()\Trnor" (J 3) 
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The Dean 's December: Saul Bcllow'sτ， 1 己 0["[ 恥) CilÎcs 

Under Corde'5 pen , the ugly and telγifying (加"且go <i~~um (ò<; a 口)mp()~ilC of d廿一

fcrcnt images: a jungle , a garhage dump , a hell , a d 巳scrt ， a v... 的 tc land , a city of dc~truc 
泣on (3ì9) , a S叫10m ， a males1rolll with '\vhirli月的uls" (227). 1n ordcr to sc 、 bow

JU可tice is adminis1crcd in his ll<lti\，心 city ， Corde spemb many d叮l~ in 1hc cou rLro01l1, 

where he witncsse~ C'xotic ~ccncs and di~covers th叫“ a11 thc cxo1ic~ \verc as n :.l tive a~ 

himsc1f. On hi~ own turf, whicb was also lheirs, hc found <i wildern巳~S wildcr l1Ja n thc 
t了uiana bush" (174) 口 c~pite 1hc gaiety of sart.orial color, Corde perceive可 a 、已ry dccp 

gloom “ dope pushers , gun t01巳 r~ (cverybody had a gun) , child moleQers 可hoplift盯划

smackhcad~， purse 弓natchers ， muggers , tal亨i5tS. ar叩nist呵， wife beatcrs , caT thi凹叫 p lInp~

bailing ou t their whores. People w己re all drc~sccl up. Thcir gLld rags wcre 叩ldom clcan" 
(75). Whitmancsquc cataloqlùng is Ll scd 1J crc ,,1:> in Augie .March , but thc picturc 

evoked is vastly diffcrent 
llis visit to th巳 County J ail givcs him a pictuTe of heìlish Chicago. Thcæ aTC “ the 

rackcts, bcatings , sodomizings ,md stabhing in thc \vorst ()f lhc liers" (1 2) and hc thinks 
"th巳r巳 1νa，可 a rcd hell for the sou1 to stray into" (12). It i<; is a 仁ity of Dcstruction wher巳
vandalism runs r斗 mpant ancl thc clcvator ~erves not only as a urin <il b,n. a~ a place for 
murder ,1I1 d sodomy 

lh 巳 scxual madness of thc time 只 embodied in Cord己\ COUSln. Dclillion , Wh8 , 
considering himseJf a "personification of Fro也 bringing life ," i~ <icLually "a ~cx Ll(J l 

oppres這 or of tragic rnultituclcs of women (possih1y 31凶。 υf mcn)" (1 日 5) ， Il is 日】 aunc~~

lS r巳 vcalcd in hi、 d己Slre to sct up cmcrgencyιscxual coγnfürt -sta ~i ~ms" 斗íOund tl lC city 
Sexual epidemic spreads through t:tlC city. Fven Mi部 Por50n. c:。此 's ~cc -，ctary. h a 
"lustful old frump" who has "h巳 r o\vn scxuai fai to i'ry ," who is going toιput the 間X
mto 旨exagcne們 an" (1 58) 

Ih巳 Spofford :-'htchcll casc prc~cnts a gha5tly pidure of Chicago 凶 a n lOd <:Ò fn 

SodO l11. S"Jly Sathcrs , a young suhurban housewifc , is abducted by 甘心 rcccntly Iel己的巳d

criminal Mitchcll in a Loop parking lo t. He r巳 peatedly rap l'S hcr and !ocks llCI i11 the 
car's trunk. Aftcr taking her aτound the city for two clays , he finally kill~ lier anù COV(.èl、
hcr hody \vi th t了斗 ~h. Cordc's h巳3rt is WfUng not on l'y by thc 巴cxual jr~nιy of lh l: age 
but by the callous1泊的 of peoplc tuward thc victim. Cordc disCU%h this casc \"lt11 

\1 itchelJ's laywcr, Sam Varenn巳 S5 ， al1d refuscs to acccpt thc liheral (t:1 him imllloral! 
cant invariably offercd i11 such a c叫出 this

Frorn t11c window ()1" VD. rcnnö~'s officc in thc 仁riminal Courb Building , Cord巳

S出 s a nìh i1ìstic waste land sprawling lwlmv him. In Chicago , if prisoners g() back to l}lC 
jail “witll homccorning spirit~" (之 27) ， if tlh~ policc do not bothcr to chcck ,;n j悶nhυe

whmc in~idc has becn carved out to conc巳al a gun , if kthal viminuls afC randomly 
re\eased , if picture~ of 間xually abused 1n inor~ arc takcll mcrc!y for 1I1L' sakc of proc:l1"ùw 

cvidence , if hands are not cxtcndcd 10 a dcspcratc victim a:.king for l!clp , if d巳11 1Z en5

01" the inncr city cOlltinuc 10 rape, rob , and kil l. if whore 也 pimps ， push巳 rs ， .i ullkic~ go 
unchcckcd 011 the strc 叫， Cordc 咱們 lit，Ic hope for the city or for civilizatÎon 

But Cordc docs llot want to yield 10 niltiìism. :--.l ightllElrish a可 llis expcricnce~ i口

the city ar巴， hc docs lïnd S 刁 mep巳 Jpk wlw are ahle to love , help , and sympathiz t'. fn 
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IOllrnal of llllmanili 、~ hl~tiWc~l 

lhe COllnty Hospit江 1 ， Corde sec~ lhc Il llr~c~ and attcndanb. of Oncηlal origlm 
iιlllanifc-.t. a pO\刊rful but ~oIll chow indiscnrninatc love" (185) for th。但 living ùcad 
rncn and womcn whmc livcs arc lillkcd to thc kidncv mach J1l c 

f:orJc admi b that i口 his writing hc lS "OftCll ~ubiect 1O f1 ts 0 1" \"1、 idness刊 (lúi)and

thcn therc comc~ιιpι沁try ，' 'imprcssioni~m ，' 'cxaltatiυll' " (1 (17) , tft 巳 rC~ 1I 11 i 可 'h1gh叭

ncrvous , raggcd , wilu , uncontrollcu , turbu \cnl" (i67) , espccialJy 1n his wnling about 
Black Chicago. He u:,cs tcnns ~uch as "suPCff1uOU~ populatlO n" and "doo1l1cd people" 
(213) to describe thc phgh t of th巳 Black "l.ll1 dercla~s." for which use. hc is a.:cuseu 0] 
being racis t. 11 

Cordc's true purpme is to awaken hi~ fêllow citiLcns' 以lllscienc c: alld makc theUl 

look 且1 陀ality without recoil ["0 him , 110th \vltite~ and Blacb a f\~ rc~po刊sibk for thc 
slllms' tcrrihlc condition. Con..l c'~ 山Jl1ccrn with thc plight of Am巴士lcall ♀OCl己 ty 111 
gcn巳 ral and 01" thc Blaιkιundcrcl斗S~" in parti~ular i~ rcflectcd 111 his lntereq il>

cullaboratil1g Oll a projcct \vho~c hypothc::.i滔滔 that lcaù poi~Ollll\g l~ the c圳、c of urban 

uetcriuratioll , crime，叩d 可叫ial di...or伊niLation

ln Chicago , not all Blacks arc cconomically .'rcùundan t." For cxample , Or 

Fulchcr, 111e capahle COU l1ty Ho.，> pital'~ chid, is a positiv c: charactcr. 111 fac t. loobng 
for exampl巳 S 01 口:lO rallllitiatlve 111 th巳 city ， Corùc 1ïnds onJy two hülh Black 

旦ufus R1dpath , dirccìor of thc County Jai1. has genUI Ilt' human feeling "i for hi~ 
inmatcs. He lS the only onc w}J o tric~ to impfovc conditiO Il::. <t nd hdp the priso l1ι" 

\Vhcn Ridpath Llkc~ over the County .r ail , il is 011 thc bam boss :~;y~t C:ll\， fl! tl by th巳
gang chie l"s. Th巳間在re dmgs , rack巳ts. horno可cxual rape呵 bc斗 tmιs ， ~labl")in E! s ， 10了lUre

i! nd bllggering. Not long after h巳 takcs chargc. hc cuts d()wn th巳l1 urnher 01 rnurucr~ 山， d

suiciclc~ and savcs a rnillion dollars out of hh budgct which he r己f\lnds to thc ccun1v 
l!owevcr, in hi~ eagerne'i~ to clean up thc.i山 1 ， hc provokcs thc 斗ngcr of thc local poliTi 

cians ,1l1 d is tried for rnanhandling prisoncr~ 
l"obv W1n thrOD. cx-hit-m <:l tl and ex-h t'l"oin addict. rum a dcloxificatioll ccnlcγto 

help ctmι"ddict'i ga Il1 thcH nc\v liv巳s. Llk巳 the protagonist in “ J , ooking for \ü Grcc 的?

\'1' 11υ 芒 Uê~ ullllυ) 1'. 1[i包「υ1 ([ Bl([l.~ llWll 1;1 \~lJi 1ìy Ch此峙() ~iùm~ζ 仙(_h， 已山、 lü Lh c;且U\! ih 
Slde , not to deJ l\.'eT a SOC1<11 sccurity check. but to 個εthis rcdccmcu cx-hit man-turnc c1 
saVIO r. His tdp to \Vinthrop'可 Operation ("ontact one wintry day' brillgs llilll to the 
h巳 llish (叮叮trict of the citv-the fu !lv ro • tcu South Sidc llc fOllml Op巳Ta tJυn CO l1 tact 
l虹口 hiddcn half-hlock hclwccn a wurchouse an c1 the CXplεs~way Cordê'~ιlimbing t]lc 
~talfs to thc ccntcr is , a~ hlCh~ points out , "thc upv\"'ard qm:st in 泊 slum ~εtting" (Sα111 

307). ln :'.lu..;h a d lS111al anù dangerous place , Winthγop and hi~ 以)lleagues try 10 savc 
d 1llg addlcts from 吼叫kmg and drowJllI1日“ in the ~hi1" (212). Winthrop's humallitanan 
a5sistan且已nd hi5 tγop1ca1 piants in the ojTice givc ou1 ~ome hope to thc uccaying Cl ty 

Despitê thc keening of the arti cJ己只 ovcr the city's dccline , Cordc notc~ that 110r all 
Ch叫g:o is bli的 ted thcrc arcιιbusiness Chlιago ~üting in its ~ky、crapns. illOl lurncntal 
banking Chicago , cO f1Joratc clcctroll比 cnmput巳nzcd Chcago" (1 g 1). Cordc abo rcporb 
n巳w llOl1sing clc\"clopmcnb :;ollth of the Loop 111 thc disused freight yards and tllC 
Hlallllll 0 th D巳cp Tunncl cnginccring projec t. Ye t. hc disltkc<; the neighl")or}loml of 

41 



The Dellfl \ iJe(，(，lI1 he( ‘叫 ld !kllu以、 T口 !e 01 叭叭 Citi巴、

No r1 h Vi..__; ， i山 n A、 enu l' l-or ib "co 1l1 tnercial 泊 nd pro l!1otional ~moothnt'肘 lhl~

~howim'ss Or th已 ~ky~crapct 月 lhç Bünd Street 治 nd Rue dc la Paix COll l1 ection5" (92) and 
dubs it "Thc l\1alignant 封arnmonislll 0 1" t忱地吧m ↑ìcent 1tik" (02) 

The Harpcr's 盯ticle\ 叫 h\_: l'xpccb. pro、 oke a lot of anget ‘ Llber::d~ fOLlnd him 
"川 tionary ， Con'S已門。 T1Vt'馬 called him C[(171'. }'rofe叭ional urhλnologlS[~ 可aid he W(l S 
h 山ty" (20 (1), Student、 at lhl' colkgc ob_i ccllo Illuch that Cordc h (l~ \vTittC I1, bl~Ca \l ~C hc 
llas dc~cnbedιhruad-dayhght rapcs and robbcri凹， scxual ‘Kts ln pulJlic placc:" on the 

~c斗 l~ 01 CTA bu心~. 011 thc tlüor~ of public waiting rOOllb , men 011 Shcridan Road 
ψraying aulυ Ill o])ile render~ \'iith tllCtr 山 tne" (1 ì9). Tl11~ student mililanb pas~ a 

re呵。IllÎ ioll decla 1'ing that th巳J)can i~ a r<l nst and thal hc owcs a public apology "10 
Black. Pu巳 ïl 0 Rlca11 扎 nd Mexican 1oilcr~ for 1113king lhelll look 'ltkc 3nimab and 
'S;l\'ag凹" (1 符 0) ， llisιirtlcl凹 also ;mgcr tho:,c lt1 dignant didla叫 Chicago bomtcrs who 
an己已 Ollll Tl utcrs. who llve 111 the 叫 hurb~ a l1 d 的叫pc the ïace probklT1~ and 已nmc

Conlc docs ilot 兒e hi~ ~Htide~ 011 Chlcago 淵且1tacb on ]l i~ city Hc writcs t11cIU 
not "bec:山以 of the ()pporlunitic~ it oner[~[ 1m romantic uc~pair ， nor in a spiritυj 
rniddlc-c]出~ clegy or nmtai白山， (1 8三)， but bCUllbC hc wallt凡 "to prcvcnt l11e Americ >n
\rka f l' o11l being poullded into dUSl altogetlter" (1 35) , C_:ord閃閃閃s about Amcrican 
id己的 suc l! 注~ lJbeny. equality , jllslicc , democracy , abundan C'y' and hc _i usl wηnb It i:: 
lcllow citin l1" to look ät whal happcns 10 thclll tod 斗y in a cit1' like Chicago 

PerhaJ只 what offcnds h門口 1巳 nd Dew叮， Spangler and otllèr lntel1巳 ctuab rnmt is 
C:orde' 毛 ldiosY llLTJric w峙。i 叭 riting_ Unlike oth巳 r journalisl~ or urb:lI1 01ogis1s who 抗11

their reports \\'ith jιn 容。 11 (j nd cliche~. Corde. Hlotivated bvιlllorälity and justicc" (_ 182) 

decide 、 to wntc \11 his OW l1 languagc \2 Throughout the no、..-cì ， Cordc trics to jmtify his 

lllcorporatln位 poctry ancl philosophy into his c~says. Slncc rcaìity LÌOc~ not exi~t ‘ out 

thcrc" --"jt hegλn 10 bc rcal onl J: wllcn the soul found ib Ll lld t' rlying truth" (295) 
C:ordc d巳已 ide~ to ιpa~~ Cl1Jcago throu巴h h心 own 訂JU]_ A mass of data. tcrrible 
lTl urdcrous" (294 95)_ [0 him , ilS to Bellow , "without ar t. it 的 lmpo的iblc to i日 tcrpr巳t

rea l1 ty 刊(l之oudanc 280、 rhinking about virtuc and \'icc , Cordc mainlain凶 that in a 
叮ISlS ~uch 出 1his we sllould lhC our imu!:>:Ìnation 叩d püctry , f叫“perhaps only poct月
h“I thc ~trctlgtb 'to nval thc 叭tractio Jl s of ll Gl rcoti凶， thc lllagnetism of TV , th巳 cxcJtc

lllcnt呵。 f S,;X or t11c eC<;ia糾巳~ 0 1' dcstτll (;tion' " (207) 
Conk c! oμS lJot 日 C 已 cpt hi~ brother-in-law's claim that Chicago is 斗 Darwinian junglc 

whe陀'"、 5urvival of the lïllc:st l~ th 巳 law. His hrother-ln-law may 1!C斗 b巳a、t in this 
junglc bu 1 11c allll other mOl J 巳')' llwn taC~ a 1'它 1101ιanimah fighti日戶 honorably for sUTvival 

tl1Cy werc cleeply pcrverted , corrup1" (293). To Cordc , Chlcago 叭 "morc like a 
garb Glge dump" (293) than 司 junglc. Howevcr, he thinks Chicago's slum~ arc 110t that 
tnnlymg comp，叮cd with "thc sl Ll m~ we car叮 aro11πd insidc us. Lvcry 巾an'~ mnn 
inncr city" (229). rt i~ this internal w出tcland 0 1' the mind that should bc purgcd and 

了csurrected

:"J ot iniimidatcd by the criticisnI ancl halred 0 1' his collcag l1 cs , rcaders , and fcllow 
Chicagoans, Cordc willαmtinuc to writc b巳 cause hc bc1化、 cs in lt 的 own scηsc of cxist 
cncc <t nd hi~ obligation to dcfcllll Clvilit.ation. As hc 叫y呵，“ J w臼丸Jcaking up for th巳
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JOllrtlal 0 1' Gum;miti叫 I 的 liW們l

。 ohle idca~ 0 1' the '0/c,1 in thcir Amcrican iorm 'I'his i~ your c.: lty-lhi、 h \"OUf 

Arneric且tl de r"l1Ocracy. It' 馬址、o my city I have a right 10 pictun: it a~ ! ~巳， ,< ( 1:%、

ln hi~ la 可 t cO l1 versation w1Th 苛 lada in BLl charcst , Cordc tells hcr that hc l~ 巳 agcr to 

go back to Chicago clithough hc doe~ not :t nllCl patc "onlcτbeζnlt丸 cal Ill. :l lld pca心"

(312). Vlacia rcplic叫“5叫 1 ，、 ou'11 be glaLl to scc Likc !Vi]chigan frulll YυlH \V lmlo叭

峙aln ， 1'm sure of tllat" (31:). Thc uty hc 凹的 back lu lla~ thc 叫mc old probl、 n“

burglary. \'iilldali叩門， rapc 'i. lllurdch. :ind c(汀 ruptiun. But 仁ordc is ind亡 cd “， 1斗d to 法 t

tllc lakc frolll !J is winuow and h前 e lllc I' rcsh\\'at巳 r uc巳 an I'orιompa l1) "肝、 n 1ho \l只h

“ at hi" bλck lhe city. unquiet , the ~IUlll a!lU lts 別 1111已馬 just oVCJ the d 【刊 l、lacks. K\)rca l1~ 

L\st lndians, Chipp叫人/的 I hal~ 泣的 d hillbillics. sqllad cars , arnl)lllancc~. fird\ghlcr~ ， 

thrift SllOP~ ， d仇恨 hustlcn ， lU Ll ~y hars. allcy lìllh" (3 14) 

SiHing in his highri~巳 apartlllent 1I1亡 h，心血0 ， ιwith hi~ hack to th巳 dccaycd ci刊

、 icw" (J 16) , thc Dean lo()k~ do \V n al lhe 、vrlTer or Lake l\1 1 已 hi位沾了 1 und 引iduenly ht, 

曰nams a r巳 cognition or hi5 rclation to his Cl ty. to hi~ CU L! lltry. ,lll(l uf Ins rnotivc~ for 

\vriling those !larfJt'r's essa、 s

But jhere ',\11' plenty nf emplllle" , ,1, rTlU2hωvnu 111.;εdcd 10 defin巴 )"()ll n， clt 也叫1弓↑趴

\lllcrican SOllb seelll 10 do. Cllle, . cilie、 weJe lllOO c! S. emüliondl ， 1 叫“ fυr :he mOSl paJl 

、 ol1 e .::t i\'ιdi ;， jmlions. where hU lJl iiJ1 b巳 ings t)lJ ived ，md 乳111 CT 己 d. WhCiC rhc、'"間、 ed th~ 1T 

<;ouls in pω ll'i aml plca電 l1l"CS ， takin~ tlte 、c pl凹;，1l 1<:S alld p川IlS as prl)ub 1I 1 閃 li'v !'hus 
ιCal!l'， city buill wltll 1I1urdcr." aml ulbcr LÍtk<; hlli 【叭]!Ì) 'I'l y <;:.Cη ， or Pr idc. all ()i lhclil 

crllüliünal COndltlUlb 且n Ll gl<:at C<: l\<crs üf ddllsiün and i;υndJ~~ ， d~~ì;h 1t se(' !ilcd tu 

Corur that he had mude <1f! ('ffoft Í() jìnd ο ul wha! ("h iL呵叫 U. S.A. ， W IlS hwll vv'ilh. Ifis 

I7w/i!l1.'叫me out ο t ，吶at was e/ema! in mall. rVha! m飢Jd"\vl!\ 11川 city?'fh們'xpencnce

pvzz!e, tormeni uf a /(fetime dcmanded interpretaliοn AI /easl he was bcginning tσ w叮!du

S仙wα叫圳n(叫d 叫'Y h恥C 如岫d九汎W附J句叫F

h仙加tμ仰Imsel缸'/ (31 臼 cm了np抖l 仙山，];， m叩mne惚叫e吋) 

1H 

lhe Dean's D f! cember J5 拙的c 1'0比guin g: sectio l1S ~how ， a t~de of [',vo c1 ismal cJi ics 

Whilc Bucharc~t is fuli ()f dccay al叫 dClll的巳， Chicago , dcpravit), ,md dccadcllce 臼cllO\-v

juxtaposes thc chdl~y ßuch,Hest and thc hot Chicago in \uch a \V叮 thal hl: sccm臼 to

po間 !;js versio !1 of Fro~t' s qu臼 tlO n “wi l! the \\'orld 叩d ;n 叭 r巳 or lce? 勻， (~ee F Ll Ch~ 

Smι t 306). Ye t, to mc , 自己 Jlow is 118tλW口ter that ca~iJv ~\l已c Ll mb~ to despai r. His 

arrangclllent of lhe lluvcl\ en山孔g SLI自csts thιt: d巳洛伊拉伯c !emptat10n o f" elhercdl 

bOU l1l11css outcτspacc. (orùc cmncs down to lllc 叫blun盯y carth b巳 :auscι terrafirma"

(之 89) i~ hi~ bcat 吼 hich IJC 已 ds hi~ Ob~(Tvatjon and jnt巳 r0 1"巳 t ，J.t ll lIl

III my opinion. Conk j 、 lh巳 bc叫 bala肘ed hcro B已llow 凹er crc:atcd Ilc i~ l l1 c 
moral centèr of th己孔oveL \\/ho givc~ wci凶l~otheno蚓、 signifi叫 tll~C 的 a llwjor urbatl 
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The Dean 'j nfccmhcr: S仙1 3ello叭、 f江l 心 ()j 1 叭 (1 ('llil~' 

"υvcl of th ,. lW'-'11tidh 叫 111 L1叮[)叭pltcι1 llllXed recqJtlüll mcntioncu aho、 c ， 111l: llovd 

'Ái o tJ altnü只t lI 11anmlOU臼扎已Clälll1 for lb ~uperb rt: ndcring of U1<.~ city. A~ th('. prc~cnt 

~tlldy 1 川liç叫的 Bèllow in Th(! J)ean's Deccmbcr 呻ain d已mo叭叭raLc~ hi ::, d已 xlcritv III 

u 、ing llw cily a~ a Cklr，lL'l 巳 1' ， in catdllng lhe cit、、扎mbiè t1 Cε10 <;L't the right ll100(1. 111 
grappliJl g wlth CO \ll pliCdTCd Urball 】的 11C~ 叫d 111 dramat j; ir叫g thc tcn~ion hcl\ve叩II1 all

atld hJS CiTY Tltc cit、 in thc nov巳 1 is SO Il1巳tlm 已 s :1 myst已riom tcxt für thc' protagond 

to rcad and inkrp比t. 10 II1l' ditall: and penetrak , sometirnes becoltlcs a di、tinct charaçtcr 
in ih OW11 rigllL wllilc 叫 Otll l'f lirnc~ il i~ modcrn rcalit,\-, itsdL \vith which the pro 

tagυnist h叭 LυCOlll L' 10 ternb i!l order to ~cck llLl ltlanity , c(j llanimity , and ~::renit、

;\::. a wntcr hV Jll位 In Chlêago "thc most !\merican of 川l 久mκrica/l Cl tic~" (333) 

Saul Uellow ha~ tried to tlcal witltιthc ArnencaTl上xpcτiencc. l l1 al llllUky. hc :.Jvy 

btl1 dl' rl 、ome ， l'haotic thlllg" C'Starting" 77) alrn(ht all lhrough ]l l~ li fe. lkllo划 1、

‘pnlll Clrll): inlerested ln thc ~olll-qllality of a work , ih trulh-tcl l1n但 capability ， thc ll\oral 

fUllcl lO n ()f an" (Ftll:hsιSaul 、 14). Tod的 w i1 en llloral depr品 ily and \V~iyW盯Ll be 

h山lO r hav 已 fullowed 1n lhc 叭 ak 巳 0 1' th巳 blin 【_j purstlll of m斗krial :md ~cn以lal enjüylllellt 

whe刊!tuman dignity llcl~ bi.、 n ~l'Vl'rçly ra心 aged ， when Thç d己(l t\! 01 th L' clty h :.J~ beCll 1 

1 proch已c!llllCd 已u山"叩1口lcl 、W、 h巳 1η1 扎 p ()( ιu山句叫IV ρ:幻" 、 i昀叫S划'" 刊3 ιabollt the fu lu了已 of (;叫iVlliν'"叫lioll h a叭、 e pr巳叭、 u叫ilcd

i叫( ，肘茁 1 1lOS叫t "ε"山lil口;'i(a Jl t tll 且圳t 9dlu叭、u凡 l 沁r~叫"叫h in writing ahoul the city , in ，;rnpha~i/.illg 

common kclillg~ 、harl:d h 、 humankilld ， in rejl:C ling The calll of p的SI川的m and nihibilll 

(j nd in b l'l icving in 11l e p。叭 er of poctry ancl the l111agillation. Bcllow 1~ indc巳d ， as Spivcy 

POillb ollL ,!1l Lmn~ulllan n'plT~clltati\T 11l<lll who ha、 plllllgcd into thc chao ::, of th巳
勻。u]" and b :l~ UllllC IIp 且也川】 'with lhc aW <l n::Ilc~S~ of lhe mcaIllI1 gful Tl c~~ of alllluman 

C ， l~tClh~ t' :m d、)，，'，lI'en圳、:lIl d belieL as [Sitnon己 J \Veil tells us. that is 10、 e lt間W'(19)

在\'1.' 11 tl lOUg )l thlò llOVC] ]肛k~ the Bellovian cOIm:d')' which charaGterizcs A lIgk 

Uarch /lender的n the Rain Kin f:. !j(!rzri!~. and I!um {J oldt'.\' C;lft , lT i~ a gTeat citr novel 

hy :1 "\ohd Laureatc who i 、 detnmillcd to tdl thc 1ruthλ~ 11 I】 a~sc 、 through fns ~Oul and 

to t巳 11 il \、 ith 、tvl己

Notcs 

l), J [{ Uruckn巴r 八 Candid lalk with SUlll Hcllow." ,Vew Yοrk 1'ime.\' ，lfaRαz me , 
1 月 April 1 ')品4 月二

2 See Atlas. ì3eatty. Dubar. Johmoll 正enner Stade, Cpdikc , Wi~s巳叩d Wo ]co [t for 

t' xJmple. ;~or a r已vic'w o f' the rc寺 icws ， ~ec Cha、 kin

3 , lkllow hjm~el f' conce(ll:s that The 1)cα 11'.\' Deccmher is a diffcreIlt kind 0 1' work 

i\nd hc prcdiclcd lhe critical rc~pomc to thc novelιSomc rcadcrs will he di~ 

appoinlcd. 'YO lI didll't write a fkllow book ,' they will ~ay 刊 Sεe Fugcnc Kenncdy 

12 
4. lntcI、 i巳wcd b:y i'之oudaIl c. Bellow \ll ak巳 s The 1'0]]0、.ving remark “ b()ut thc "nolllic 

IIυn novcldic 5tyle"υf Thc D叫n '5 Dccember “ But 1 wasn't thinkillgιno\'cl 

whcn J wrott: thc b叫lk ] wa5 dC :.Jling with a ~ort of mind rather t]l an \vith a 
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1ourna1 01' H lI llld l\ lti科 La~ 1 \九巳叫

iJ tcraτ、 fOIln. ' 

In his inlcr、 ICW 玩 ilh Kakulani , Bcllow ~pc口 ks ahout thl' t' C nL:~i~ üt llh~ büok 

BcllO\v 叫y、 that ori但'"孔 lly hc plann己d jo write :l lIon-ficlioll hookλbout Chic流go

U• t,:r t1l::: f:l ~h iün 01' 7ο ](:'ruso!(:'m μnd Back 110吼叫"叫ter lllilkinιhund閃ds o! 

paιl:~ üf llOH's , h::: clecided to abandon that :lpproλch and 、、f'() teλnovd insteiìd 

(K:JkU1 Cl lll 28), A~ h::: Ic11~ \\'iI1ia Ill Kcnncdy , "lhat 只 a 、ub_kct for 、Olllt' k1nd 01 

poctry , nor a 1 站已扎 Jal accoun t" (5 0! 
5. Seε('hcn for qudi已s o!' th::: rnan-city dialogm' in Bcllow's Tl ovds 

(J. ßellow. 7高 e Dean's l Jf cemhcr ('Jc\V Y OI'k {'OCKCl Book~ ， lt)B2; 232_ hnthn 

r:::fer己 Ih:CS \-\,1111)c c1ted 1n tlte h:xt 
[ empcr，ml己 nta11v an 、 1mage m:lll ," Cord、 :-;olllelimL'~ c()midcr~ 11im叫 jf a~ 

a !qnd of (;Ocl-~:::llt ~C::: r. ~Cllt to ob~:::rv::: ， to mtcrpret , and to prophesy For in 一

比叫心， hc fccb )t c i~ '"(and hυw qui ,-'kily) callcd upün tor a ~pc Cl:l l l' xcrt lOl1 to 

intcrpr::: t. 10 pit、 tü ~a\c~" (223) , Tu 11iITL hi~ writing thc JJllrrJω 了盯t1 L"1 c ~ 1 可 not

a mattcr of choicc , b:::laU~C 11C f::::::h lhal 、 ülllcthing had CU l1l C 0特(;f hl 刊1. In 

llumboldl 址 (，'ftì ， Ilumboldt ~Ll叩 ects Citrin，"、 lllh;annv 、 hlonary nll~~on ， 111 th的

110、 c l， Spangl巳 r docs not lih hi~ myqici"m 恥 11C11 COrdl' ~叮何 hc' i~ "as~i g:ncd" lü 

\vrite , thus lllaking it ' like a visionary projl'ct , or lh巳 Voicc oC C; od ~叮 ing ， "V-i rile 

this 1\)). a、 CollO\v~' " (270) 

7 S:::c Ncwman fur a di~lïlS~lO ll of rlJ h!l l:',lll Jll Thc j)叫I! \ j)(:'ccmber 

K Talking aoou 1 thεBuch只rcsl ~:::tti l1 g ， B:::lluw ， a、~ thatιin Bucharcst alld I"a~tcrn 

Lur()p~' one c叩悶c a ll1 0rc old-Ca"hioncd ~ort 0 1' l lLl lllan atlachlll,:n t. TllJ~ 1~ 

thc Tobtoyan ~entilllcllt 0 1' rdaled l1 e~\ lhc Sl ,j\ ic lllod::: 01' CUlllll:ctiυ11 lllack 

iamom by lhc _gcniu恥、 01- tilt. nindccnl1l ccntu 月 (1之 oudanc 27 1) 

9_ Both Corde ，j 口d 仁ltrtrlC arc. in a scn"..:τ1\'/0 寺 ersiom of tlle lïdiollali/ Cl! Bcllow \\'ho 

tn:::~ to cxplalll why lll' stay~ in Chica但o and why it is possibl::: lu ComblllL' élrt \\'llh 

Chicago. Evny sincc h已 lllO、 ed baà to Ch lC ago frolll :-J ew York in thc e:Hly 
~ixtic~.Bcllow has 1 巳pε 且 tedly cxplain:::d in i 口 len:i t'w" and c~~a) 討 \vllv hc has llla Ll c 

仁Il 1cago hl~ 1Iome tUI't and hdd onto 11. Scc thc Intcrvlcw~ W1Ul Ilhg , Boycr~ ， and 
Roudanc. Sec alsu BcllO\v' :, C的 ay~ "S l:nting Ollt in C'hi..:a容。" "A Mattcr of rhe 

Soul,"‘/\ WTi teτfTOlll Clllcago." <l ndιChlcag:o- The Ciry That \:月 as. )_ Il t' Cltv 

!'hat 1、"
10 仁 nfortunatelv. ~叫 low doe~ 1101 lrlclude verbat; 1l 1 叫出 cpt、 about historicalιlu叫息。

from thc !larfJ c/"'.\ artlcl已s. Perhnl刊 h巴馬hOllld publhh th::: llOllf1ct;O Il book about 

Ch1叫go 恥 he ()ri日 inally pl <l nll:::d. l:()τtll Il ately. ([fter thc apl咒aranct' of thl 、!l o\'cl

Bdlow has publish巳d cssay~ ahout Chicago: "A \'月 ri tt' r from 仁IllC呼iO ，"“1n lhζ 

Day~ o!' Mr Roo月cvcll ， λndιChicago: lhe ("lty 'lhal \Va~ ， Thc Cily Tkll 扒"

11. Sinçe rh 巳 publiç (l tlO ll of j 11(:' 1)ean ',\ J)ec f' mhc l", Th巳 re h剖 beC11 a new candor ahoul 

刊c::: lTl Alllcri叫l-'ln examplc. Bill :\'loyc刊'd臥lIIll cn tary. "'I"hl 丸 alllshulg Fallld)

Crisi5 1Il Black Am:::rica ," aired .ì anuary 25 , ! 9結(-j Url CBS , bnng:, thc Hl ê 的且已C

hOlllC \'Ìa t}l::: moulh~ of inncr-city black、

12 Bc! low telb:1I1 llltc I'\'i t' Wl'τthalιin rhc !JCQ川、 !kcernhcr 科 llat [hcl (l1 d W <i~ ro say 
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刊1(' Df'an 可 Deccmhcr: Sallllklluw's '] ak 叫 Tw() Citic, 

Look~' "111('- jïrst ~tεP'可 to display thc 仁1Ct汽 13uttltef 証仁 b ， llnkss the imagillation 

P l:rCCl'iC、 thllll ， urc nο t racts. )-九 rhap :， I hc I 的 ou] ò. n"t 叩).: 'pas~ionatel)-! lakes hold.' 
\s al\ ani 、1 d()C~_ V r. Conk , the 口 ('an ， pa~~ionately t叫〈巳 s ltold of Chicago and 
writc~ hi 、 article~ likc un arti~l ra(h凹 1han a _i o Ll malist" (Roud:me 2勻 3)

Bello \V l~ C，旨cn tl 汀 Ily a realisL CVCt1 Tl lOUgh he has trwQ variou~ mcdc勻。t

iïctiona! t t' chniqll 己 Hc i\ ，bγelman püints Ol tl, an “ archlogoce n tris t叫“ rjke

those archlogoÇ('n Tr1 ~1s hcfore him 叮叮卜 ngli前h J{ omζnlics. hc belicvcs 什lat_，你仆

刊匕 rl :，-' u~L'd. \\'onh capttl陀 a110 pr的crvc yhc trmh or reality of Imtn <li1l'xpcriεη\:e 

indudin且 iT" r1l 0Lll 汁 imensio]l" (Yet l1l an 4 可 0)

['0 Bellow. 110 "t l' chniciam'可 pSydlO l()gi~ts ， socioloþ切可L: S ， polltl-:lans , Jour 
nall、 b. and 巳 C0110Ill ish )l盯 c bccn ahic lu lcll u、l.11c rcal condirion of tDÙ叫"
denloralizcu 、 itic~ ['hc、Clre o11ly crcating a "(;n:at Noh巳" ("Starting" 77; Whl..:h 
dl's1roys lllcalllng. be c:lU嗯 the月， p巳 ople havc IHl Î ll1 aginatioll of 包\l ch urb <l nεvils 

a~ incoheren山 ~l'xuai disordcb. rohb,'ry. rape , tll心的山ldonmcnt 0 1" childrcn 
ιllld l\l urdc! “ nll'Y dun't (奇的1 SC(' t}l\.:lll" (Ruuclanc 273) 

科/orks Cdcd 

t\ tb凡 J arncλInl l'rpreting th巳 \Vorld ,. Atlantic ?cbruary 19的27只+

lhch. Ccrllardιlhe 1kan \Vl lO CmJl e in Frolll the Cold. Saul Bε11 0\v's America ,)f 
t)，、 19 .s U只 5'aul B{' 7[，υ \V il7 the 19月0 .1' A Collcrtiοnοl Critiwl 氏的-ays F.d 

Cloria I. Cronin and L. .r:.. Coldman 上ast r “nS ll1g.: ':vjicllig山1 Statc U!, lY89 
之9)， 1 1.l

ßeatty. Jack .,,.\ ~ovd of Last and \Vö l," Thc 、l:' W Rcpllbliι3 ['cb ]9S2: :ìÍ'Ì-4日

日巳 11 0\'/， Sau l. The /1dvcnlures oI Augic /i1，αrch Î\ c\V York Viking , 1953 

“Chica位。 Th、 City Thal \-Va~ ， Thc Ci月， That 恥 " Llfe Octob t' r 1 Y品 Cl 21 + 
Thc Dcan's j)c(_'{'mhcr Nc \V York Pocket Book、 19W2

!!cnder叩n the Rain King_ 1959 亢cw York: Fawcetl , 10的 5

ficrzυg 10的 4; "\"c叭， York. Fawcett.1969 
!lumhο Idt'.1 Gffl. ì\c\V York: Viking. 1975 
‘ [ll thc Day~ üf l\1r. f{ umc、 cl t." FsquireDcccmbcr !983 5 月口 39

Looking fur M了 Grec lI." ln J10sh l' '.\ J1e!nω irs and ()ther Stο ries \Je,v York 
Viking , 1%8. 8 汽 110

“ A _\1a~ter of lhe Soul" O!Jcra 九 éW.I 11 Jan. 1975 立的+
Starting Oul in Chicago" Ame叮r川u:屯叫L

ι“ιA Wnt忱已 ï fγ巾orn ChlωU叫ago了γ'們， 1 n l'hc 1'or間n附uη1盯 Lε叮ct叫ur尺正 VοnHwη'"州 v，α叫û加u伊p內9、.\， 111 , 1982 
匕d. St甘已r叫lin自孔]\'{_ [\-'1 仁 ;"1伊"lu叮m 仁u山mbrid巴巳 L 注山mb】們dgcCP ， 1982' 177 立 l 。

Hüycrs. Robcn , et 叫 “Li l巳 ratur l'， and C l1 lturl' An lntcr\'i巴格 with S,wl Bcllow." 
F叫附aJ;ilndi 30 (19寸只): 6-23 

ì3 rllckn巳 r ， D. ] RιA C <l ndid '1 :1 lk \vith Salll Bello \V." ;Vev-/ York l/me'\" Jlagazinc 
15 April 1<.)84: 52 
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JOll Iïl叫 of llul山IlI ll"~ r 叫 Wc~t

Chavkin. Allan ιRecD\巳nngιrh t' \\:'orld That i~ BlI rie rl_ llndcr 111己口已bri~ of l'abl' 

口c~criptlO n' "心r;;alll JJelfo l'v' J叫川wl: 1. 2 (19結 2): 47-57 

Chen. Tunμ:-_)Ullg. "Man in thc Clty: A Stud、 of Saul 13ciluv/s lJ rban \'o\'cl前， Lm

publi吋led Di的 \lic !J igan Stateι19民7

“ .)'uo-erh pci-lou Ii:'Ían-shuo ChUHK /('11 JU chenK-slúh 11' tui-h叫 |τll t' \Ta n-(ïtv 
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