
Journal of Ellmanit旭、 Eastl、Vest

LOVE AND RELlGrON IN MAT可 HEW ARNOLD'日 POETRY 

Chang-jui Keo (郭章瑞)

In the nir. eteenth cer>tury , under the impacts of science ar:d ind t.; strialization , the 

world disir.tegrated. Everything fragmented into piec口， with man 10st in the m而且Ic ，

trying to turn to each broken piece separate~y y剖 unable '.:0 grasp tÌ1emall at once. F丘c lE1g

~his di日ntegration ， mar. was overwhelm巳d by affH cting pτob!err. s: the 10臼 of Christian 

faitλthe shock at toe rapid growth of technology and urbanization , and , conscqucηtly ， 

lhe pressure of loneliness and uncertainty of direct叩 11. Amold shared aH these problems 

He felt acutely the collapse of Christi‘t:1 faith fro P.1 the assadts of science , literal 

interpreta:ior. s of the Bible , and utiliturianism. Pervading his poems 帆 as a profound 

sensc cf isolatîon and lo::;s. The bonds between man and God , between mm、 ana nature , 

<:r.d evcr. ~etween 市ar. and man were comolctelv shatter缸1. Wha t's worse. the old soc;ai .. .1-

system , \vitl1 its se,1se of ordcr and communio位， was equa:ly uprooted by!n臼strializat! on

and urbaniz u. t叩九 wh、ch brou且ht about inst民ld an ÍI;Ipcrsonal and 的differeGt soc;c可

Living ü: sò.Jch an adverse mi!ieu , Arr:old tried i:O find a saving a:'ld working creed not 

o:11y fo, himself but <11so for his contemporaries. Seeing his e叮orts可 many readers and 

c:itics , such as Douglas Bush and Paull Baum , appro <1ch Arnold in a reverential way 

They regard him as a spokesman of rhc highly intellectt.; al--a sagc and physician of ~is 

age--and expεct hio to prescribe some remedies for 臼ema心血ses of his time. Among the 

ren、 edies they have disccvered i :1 his poems , lov巳 and religior: are tv.'o of the most 

frequcnt、 y dtscussed. BUì，的 Arnol吐 rcally confidet立 of the poweτof tove md :rcligion? 

W~a. t i~; his att山G巳 toward 出口叫 Indeed it~ many of his poems he tries to o:.ssert the 

significance and v.:duc of Jove and religion in confrontation witηisolatio !l anc 

disi曰tcgmtJ o叫 nowevcr， bdünd his asser îÍve and sagacious maSK therc cxist anxictics and 

叩cer~Jtnt、的， which challcf>ge the conventio r:al view that love and rc1igicn can comfort 

and sustain man in an <l.ge of isolation and disintegration. These anxieties and 

泣:1cerιamties 泣的ut love and religion 缸e what 1 will tackle in what fo11ov\"'s 

可 he nineteenth cC~Hury is not oo.1y an age of industry and prospcrity but a150 an age 

üf turmoiJ and coηfusioTl. As Charies Dickens cbse::ved , "it was thc spring of hope , it 

was the winter of despair , we had cverythin且 before us , wc had nothing before us. , 

(3) Industrialization brought rich巳s a:ld S :lccess勻 however ， it <!Iso brought exp!oitation , 

indifferer:ce , and isolation. Pcop:e 汽lshed into big citiεs to look fOl chances , but fo;md 

~t:at they \\'erc or:ly inconspÎC\..iOUS drops in a huge ocean. They feit co:npletely displaced 

Before emigrating to big citi肘， they live已 in sma!l ruτ2. 1 v 、lI ages，的 which community 
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lli!.è neVCI b閃 n rJ叩開ged and people had a_ great 闊別e of nelongÍcg. B叫 ~10W lEld曰 thc

i:r.pacts of indcstyia;ization ar吋 urbanization ， commu r.ities ar:d fam~Ees were dissipated 

Removed from t;-,cir ;-oots , pecp;c came 10 iive i;1 w,Gertigbt co :npartments. They bccame 

inè.ifferent to e il.ò o:h前，阻止 instead of the strong sense cf CO i:1.m t.;r.Üy allu ':Jc' O:l giJ:忌，

wha~ they had WJS misery aI吋 isolation. As Carlyle pai ;JtεG out ，立 Past αnd .Pre.vet爪 '1 í l? 

s llot to dic, or even to die of hunge: 也叫 makes a iT:ap. wreî:c加忌 , bu 1: • • • to live 

n~:scr3.::， je ， ') to be 'hcart-wOfn, we <J..';y , yet isolated 't (21 日). In c~her wcr白， ISG;at:oη 

became ë. wretched hû ffl.an cond.ition 

y，叫 in thc sca of lifc enisicd , 

明!iln echoing str卸的 bclwccn us \hrown 

Dotting 由c shordcss walcry wild , 

、Nc morta1 mil1ion3 livc aIζ ne I 

John Dor,ne says :.lUlt no m3G :s <':11 i:.;hmcl; howcver, by cper!ing "To MQ:<.gucr~~e 

Con~:(î1ued" .vvitlò the affirm:ltlv亡 "Ycs" Ar::wld dε:clares th ，'-，~ the corrt!ary :s eχξ門"y thε 

cas巳::;，en a:-e t:ticr:c y JS止武cd and alone. Though , juèged from üs titte ，吐、 e poem see:-ns 

address凹:1 to Marguerit己， wedo noφneed to 山ke 一t 50 na!fOw~y; it is E~;.her ö.ddrçssed ~O 

all "巳man be~ngs τI:e pocm i5 thus "a rcpresentatjO:l of C :.I刊 elves ， and \ve wj~立的5

lArnold' :sJ terror a.s we wou lG w且ness Ol.if Dwn" (且這ck;e了已6-67). The isiands , vv'ith 11ε 

estranging sea betv.,recn t i:e巾， symbolize isolated huma"'1 be~ngs. The市 1s tlirclyιr:， y 

possibJîty 0;' blend;l~g m巳司 's heaft~、; however, ;n spite 0; th;s bleú: Ol.it;oo ]c, cow r; deep it、

thei~ he盯~s men stiH have a s~rong yearning for commenion and lcve 

Qh! Ù1en a 1伽19ing likc 恥Ipωr

bto 山dr ra仇h，“ cavcms sent 

For surcly oncc. Ù1cy fecl ，、vc wcrc 

ParlS of a singlc conlinenl! 

Now round ilS sp ωds thc wateηplain 

Oh might our margωmcet again! (11.13-18) 

Like coral islands , men are s巳para~ed on the surface, ~ut joined i > the deep. As MíHer 

says , "[ilf the world exterõ1at to 剖a口 is also a unity hî位den behiηd apparer; t diversity f wd 

separatenessJ then ît wo位Jö bc possible to rcaclιt:Hlt t.: nity [agaínJ . . . with sel f.一fυrgetfu~

r峙的ity" (p. 5), nan:c~y， with comrm:nion and 時l f!ess love 

T :--te ycarning for comn~ün;o~ and love becomes morε;ntens;fie丘泊 "τhc Bu::ieι 

Life." Living in an age of 益的integ:atio:1， lhe more 口 en becomc isol z.tcd. f.,om each otr:cõ 

and the more the confusion 0; the outside wodd gets unbearable , the rr叩re we wish for 

comηunion and resort to the inr:er a:ld pcrsonal , wh;ch wil: culm‘ nilte in love netv.;eef': 

men. Love tn t.: s becor 司 es not onìy a hariJor from o:Itside chaos and confusio :1 b:J t 包 $0 a 
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meaos cf relcca~ing our sel f, To expand it furth凹， :hough men a曰 isolatcd froD each 

other, once they can form a communion and love relatioflship with each other, thcy can 

se巳 tn:ly ir. to each other's souls. This relationship of commu:üon anè lcvc is the 

microcosm of LT;lvers <il harmony. 10 other words , if true comnunion aJ1.d love c&n be 

目前të.!J lis r.ed ， ~he ba.cìcgrounå of universallove can be recovered, tω(Mi!ler 26) 

Paull F. Baum io his study of "The Buγied Life" thinks 泊ilt thc poern celebra:泛s

rcs、räint and re戶口sion. He eveμ~elicves the poem shows us :hat "there shoul吐 bc

within us . . . a restraining force to keep us to ourse~ves" (99). But "The B liTied Life," 00 

tÎ1e cO :1t;ary , 1S a poem against restraint and :repression. lt aHacks the SOCta~ order 

fouηded upon p問tensc ， which wiH br三 ng about disintegratio J1. of the se:f. Filrther::nüæ, it 

asserts !r.e importance of c。可1rnur:ion and true Jove2 in sti訂ing the modem heart to the 

aV\I'areness of the true self and tü tÌle sense ûf comp]ete living jn tlú wor~d of pretense and 

cor:fusiO f1 

The complexity of !'Thc Buried Li缸" starts from the difficulty of comr,1unication 

and full UI吋ers~anOlf:;C

i...ight flows our war of mocking words , and yet , 

B心hold ， wilh :cars minc eyes arc 、~'ct!

~ fcc1 a namclcss sadnc照 o'cr mc rol1 

"'r CS, ycs , wc lmow lhat wc can jcsl 

But lhcrc's a somclhing in this br己心l

To which thy light wo只ds bring no r叫 t. (1I. 1.7) 

Aηne B. Si~、pson assumes that th叫e opening li r.es describc a scene ùf qU.1何C1 between 

the speaker and his ;'over.3 Indeed , it seems 50 lìteralty , ~ut I 吐on't thi:lk it I、 ec問S2.ry for 

US lo 'Juy so literal and næ守ow an assurnptwη Isn't it possib~e for us tG regard 品已 poem

出 a dialogue between tr. e poet and his hea::t? 了 lorecve了 1 granted that the pOf、m begins 

with a qu缸Tel ， it expands ir: to a profoun且 discussiO:l of a generat h立咒an cor:ditioη 早 that

is , tne isohuioo of humar. beings a1ìd the yeæ-ning for tr:le ;.ove as a means of self 

discûvery. We feel isola 1.ed , for we are always mocking each other; h O\veve玄， there is 

some yearaing ;n our heart to which nei~ter our light-heartedne臼 nor pretense car. paci:y 

As T. S. Elîot says in The Wasíe Land, we hrrve never had "a moment's surreîlder" (話)

、Ne a:-e always we2.,ing masks , for \-ve do not d盯e to love 0; show o~r reai se;[ to o:r.ers 

Cûi:sequent旬， communion and real understandir:g between people become ir丸子。叫l::hC

Even love 兆"的o we此 I To unlcck ~he hea.;t ," (ii.. 12-13) , for love is nO ;onge:- sincere o~ 

true. And as we a:e trying ali ihe time to pwtect and cOllceal ourselves , even love:s 

C<l.nnot reve再 to each other wh?,t thcy æally fce l. T r, is makes the speaker 50 agonized 

that he ca:mot but wonder, "But we, my love! . . . must \ve too be du :nb?" (L 24-25) 
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Ur:fortU :1ate:y , th 忘 is exactly '.:h~ case. We are aìl Eving 2nd l:_îoving i口 dis在t.; tse. \Ve 

darerγt give 0盯 he旺t to others because we are afraid of bei r:.g "me: I With bla;Jk 

indifferei1ce , ür with tlame reproved" (11 , 18-19) , We h lTIl inwa:d more ""d rr:oæ Li討il

\I/e get u1terly isolated frc;n the outside wo;ld; 3owever, SOODer c:- later 'Vve wil1 fír:d tÌ::泣

in isolating ourseivcs from cthers , we become alien not only tc 0:Î1ers b ;Jt als0 to 

ourselves. What we getι刊0: possc叫011 of our se1f, bct the finalloss of i• 'Ne cornc ~o 

:-ealize th 3. t 刊 [wJ:lat happens is a progressive evacuation of ~he sou;., a p~ogressive 

ap伊anEice of the true cmpti õ1cSS of consclo \.l sness" (l\1.i ller 33-34) , ln;:; wfxd , we are 

ur 別、 ie to be cur Teal sclf becausc we have never 巳berated 自己 "nan:eless fee;ings that 

course through 0古 brcast刊 (L 62) , for thcse feelings ca立 "answer que泣。os bey011d the 

reaso r:., rescue thc :r:div泣ual :rom the noisy worl丘， rrnd pi Ul:1h deep 凹的叫r t:-ue, buried 

self" (Bush 55\ Tr，crefore ，廿三e poet asseo-ts it is ooly 廿 τough true feeii了19S 3.'.1吐 tr'.ie 1Gve 

that \ve can ma [J 8ge to reC8VC: 0巳r buried self 

。i11y

Vlhcn a bclovcd hand is laid in 恥的?

\\-'hc'o Ollr world-dea l"1ω1Cd 凶r

Is σy 出C toì 有 01" a 10、 cd voicc carcs吋ed.

And a îO~L pulsc of fccJ:ng stirs again 

hc cyc S!nks iîl\Nard , and thc hcart lics plain. (ll. 77 月6)

By cüsc;.t了 ding our 泊的ks tÌlat havc set gaps ~ctwcen people ar..d by S :J汀enGenngoun ekes 

to love , we will be able to retrieve our buried sclf. This sc1f is 缸 :rue "selt--pcrsonal , yct 

universal ," and to recovcr it is to repo臼css "the 'generaI life，'出e SOU;. 01' the worI丘， the 

Ali" (:'vtller 33) ,. fc;r to possess il ;s to bccome "aware of lour"j ;ife's fl:)w ! A令 d nesr its 

wiõlding murrr. üf. , :~md sce] vdlerc it glidcs" (11. 8日正 0)

Wh:;e morcs and p,etcnse co1dly set thi !1 gs :lga.inst cnc al:O址:cr ad put a 'void 

between them , love 1S a v.,.'ann flow in which things 10se their sharp edges 3nd the heart 

loses its scparate;lcSSτhus ， \vr_e,n our ;epressed iove is liberatedιnd we are uoite吐

th:ough it，吐le recovery of our self becomes possible because t~ere is a ch a.nce of SC\己tn旦

出巳 truth about human IT.otivation within another and this vision wiíl also yield the truth 

within c :Irselves (Simpso!1立自 3). h: thîs way , by si叫ere and int血泊c love man' .s Íns;ght 

will be îllumir:cd 

And then he lhinks he knows 

Thc hi1ls where his li í'e rose 

And thc sca whcre it gocs (11 96-98) 

Through :nutual love we scem to be ablc to see in others' eyes the ref! eclio口 of [;ot ooly 

others but also ourselves. But are there ahvays sy;npa~hy and :dentity betwec且 men to 
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fürm Cüi1seηsus ,fnd simi~arity? If not, even through the help of love yet still tacking in 

ccnseη5US and simEarity, it is still òoubtful whe由cr we can rea一Iy see oarse1ves iJ~ others 

because differences 盯'e still possible 

lt seems the speaker of "The Buried Life" advocates reviv Í;1g our burie吐 Efe and 

recovering our self through true and intense ìove. As 1 have mentioned earlier, he tries to 

assert the jrr;portance of comm:mion and true love in stirring the mod.ern heart :0 the 

sense of corriplete ~iving in this confusing world. However, this is on1y 出e speaker's 

assertion; 'vve reaciers are not sure whether it is possible for true and intense love to exist 

i.n t加 modem world becεuse there 15 00 indication that it 1S realized in 臼ep 己 em. Eve:1 

the spea弋er bimself admit5; "but this is rα re" (1, 77) , Thîs ad;nissioc severely undercuts 

wbt heγsse:ts 10 thc poem , "Büt" denotes contrast, and in this conte叫 is ， of course , a 

contra:;t to whô,i ::10 spcakcr asserls. It not only betrays the speake.'s concession ti1 at ~rue 

and ir. tense love cän exist only h rare momcnts bu<: also .:eflcc i:S A汀lO=d's own unce,
tämty âr吐 anxieìy about i:ltensc love. Arnold 1S often tw t,; b!ed by his inability to 

叫口的d付 hünse;f 油 ir，~e;j se love: "j have had that desÍTe of fuilness without respect of the 

'"εans ， , . , i~L: ~j 1 C8:Jbt whether 1 shall ever havc hcat and rad~ance cnough to pierce the 

clO;lds that are rna也ed round rne."4 ln "hoJation: To ~Vi arguerite" he says to his heart 

Farcwcll!--and thou , thou londy hcan, 

Which ne\'訂閱l . . . didst depart 

From ~hy æmotc and sphcrcd course 

To h,\Ullt thc place v叫 crc pass的ns 陀嗨n. (11. 13-17) 

Ths self-an 2.lysis strangly suggests Arnotd's anx、 ety about his capaci:y for tru己 and

叫ense tûve. Lo間的民ot completely impossibl包含 but at best it caηexist o-nly rare:y 

Ever. gn::口teè. that true ar.d üìt己口 se ~ove does exis: someti訂 es ， can it really e :11ighten 

mân? 13m here th.irking agai:l of the last three li :Jes of the po白η

Ä;"!d thcn hc thinks hc Imows 

Thc hiH~ ,,"hCfC his lifc rose 

t\, ld lhc 回ò whcrεit gocs. (11. 96-98) 

IVi:m 佇hi 孔jc; he 日 lî0e:-Sf3.í:ds the origi :J af!δ mean.ing of life; how ε ver丸' > t is only wb丘剖三江t he 

f的hl川nk扣S

r.e lS 盯ot ç(ì 九f豆}巴c;cn叫t of î. i泊1巴 po 、叭w汽叮'e叮r ûf love 羽whethe叮r lt ca η real芷~y enab 亨 e ;JS to ret 咱孔lCve our 

墨 e J. 1 selZ ii.t'-d k ，η10丸w the c~i且l口 of lîfe 戶This stron且Iy Silggcsts unce扎aiDty and eve巳 doubr

üll tht: pan ü:- 11s spe;;;文er. S心c l: Ij立CC此amty lS S長OW九 noæ c]t;,tr1 y 叫人f.'1old's fa ,nous 

ocem_ "[_I0'l.'3f Heacr 叫

J'.;:, lT_;Uy 1 乞 a ，:en ， ''Dover Be3.c~" i5 a sagac~c'J s ;Jcρtn. Scarcety ;uycne C~D leavε 

th~ 、毛_.çm 'N JthOllt "Thc etcnn:J r; otc of sacllcss" G. 14) End "lcc 立 s be u 孔e ! TO 0ηe 
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T.O;'己 anù Rcligi[) 1l LIl J\1 仆仆化\v Amold' ., "od l'y 

a;lOt卡拉r" C. n) ecboing in his m i-ld , Thcsc rcadcr可 Qrc èccply ìmprc叫cd h)' thc d 皂白 lty

心ld scri GιS~less 0戶的C pOCll~. Tiìcy rcg J.rd thc nccd 0 1" ~()vc in confn)n~ing the 

d~sintcg::8Úl1l of ~tc \VO什d as thc ma;n mcssaιc A ,:lOld \\..i~1悶; to ccnvcy Umèl且b the 

戶口nτìú; IT.cssage , hO\NeVer, is \,vorlh much of ouτdiscussÎor， 

r!令e G:iJen i.í1 g O~. ''I.)ovcr Bcach" i:npresscs us 帆 ith calmness ard scrcl叫子

rhc Sl:a is Ciil叫 tonjghl

J'he lidc 耐心Ii lhe moon li c: s fJ.lf 

Lpon thc Slr泣的 (!l. 1-1) 

This seems a tr<i:l quit aγdb問Jtlfu; sccne. 1'hc don,inant iO:le 1S ttiat of sereni , y. 111 叮叮

M 圳、io~pb:γc， lhc po叫 asks his lovC--lO "亡o~ne ~O :Ììe \vi 吋0\-'/， s\Veet is th己山g :l l 創刊 ~ I 

6)Bttagii sthlsιcc rr:.irg Cíllmocss a:1C scrl~lùy ， ir,:u ':lcdiatc:y \AiC ，:1己 Cl :he or:lli:O lJ扒

"Oruy" 

Only , ff()m IllC lonL~ Iinβof 叮叮叮

不 ha(' U1C 峙的 mccts thι IT!(沁n-hlanchcd 1λcd 

!_,jstení YOu hc:ar !hc graling roar 

Ol' p(二bb!c、 。 L 7-10) 

"Oì:1y" hcre 立-ICι :1 S "hut ,"5 ôlllè i: scggest只 a grcat cOTl irast to !Ílc S 'JpCi[i之 HU pcac 弓 10 tìC 

尸ïrst f. v(;: ~iíes" l;éli:::l pOl nts oLt ~hat thc d~scr-j阱。 Iof sCCI、 cry 1T、 thc p0em "rcr、cc:-s ，~ 

dicholo'ny 0 1' sí巨刊九nd 50巳 n口， iIl v'.'nicf' síght 叮mbo1i7cs iìlus:on, or s叫口1ance勻 and

叩u:_d ~;i" rnbohzcs 了c"òly" (41) , And 1:1 this poem we do ::ïnd sounds 010;,': re ;:;, 1 and 

Aωs t:r， g t !ì;,:"l sights bec:_，csc 扎呵呵 ig.lts f~吋 e into the ba尸kgroum: ， sound l> b.::epυ立已ü !ll g 泣I"，G

可lιke hcηce: ?\'\'U'巴 of t:1εdiscoI'(: whiö 況。 far hc fl <l S CVCT1;)ok臥I l' Ie now concs to 

yca_ize tLat actlla _íy :.ne se;l is not udm , for Ihcrc is c. "long li r. e uf spray 刊刊c aJsυ 

tecü:ncs aWé\:-己 :h<il lhe müon doe~; :1叫 S!ì! iì巴了 cilu t:rLl lly 叫1 thc siraî\s; on thc Cünlr<l:Y , i1 

bl ,-tf"chcs 1.1己心ι1d wi:t a g!lO心ly pall Oi 、 \/hat'汽 morc lmporta仁 t; thc bay is f缸i';-om bcing 

t:",H'.qu:l bccau ,:;c :~. ,, :10 ~、 s1C叫 ca;cf叫 1)" ， he C(iYl且edf l:lC gratu已 foaT "f pebblcs 

)(;g:ll, anCi 主已asc ， éln(i lilcn again hcgin , 

'.'\'可 11' 1n:ITIul趴IS C,löcncc S]O\V , and hling 

Thc ctemal il()\C ')f ， a.d口的 in. (J_I. 12-14) 

八l叩Ll'， fiLyγG<lI E1 c,lrlier ,. íNcrdsvdìrtr., w~i_r.c~ng on the Ol'positc s 汁。rc m l!nlncc勻 cvokeJ a 

sJYnil::r scenc ir~ J口 S ~()Jl1 1叫 "ll :s a beantc()~js cverjnιC，\;1口 atdbcc"(285)Hey ti心，

tt;med fro:n <;lght 10 soullcl iJ nd ca:~ed to _bc g:rl besióc. hir 江

Li叭 C I!' tl18 ilJ l 只hlv Ikiil只 i~ aw,lkc , 

j" í叫 dolh willl hi 巴 ckmal J)l otiDll m;lkc 

A ~(ì)_!n[! llh: thUl ldcr cvcrl :lstingly (2HS) 
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VV 12: \.'，1 0 山\vort i-: hc:)_rd '"i:lS tJ-:e 1W以e;}mg ()f ，_he 山1l1scer:dcr; taL Bci月; :lü \，V們叫，們al

Anlok_ he;y 只 1" 洽。 rne:~ìl 巴 d::- ，\s:ically di:!:1á巳r; :--U.e "etcτ r: al r:ote of S2C 1eSS An:o k: 

tr: '拉!仙仇的， :lü~υIil戶 aturai t 叫:刁 [ü transιenCeTli B叫19 ， C!U! ,:rc:n 'lksion üf :1;l \U 泣1

1cauty .0 thc lTägic fac'. of h U1::lan experien師" (c-._J! ier 40) , whîch ín:piíes i2 mong 0111er 

1.hings ,,'lan's ;lll1eY 只 :ate of C,):ìru E-ioo am; .ìis lüss of Chótian fai:h 

]"--, c, 'C ser: orlC: sìa仁χaμ 們 poem rnoves :uróer ,::'ron natil~ (i ~CCr 叮y ~O i;1te1Ie~~tll 刊

anal叫güc

Sophocl山 long ago 

11心rù it on lh c: Acg叫n. and il brought 

lmo lìi 泊JTl !l叫廿日匕↑山 ~lld cbb ;UllÌ 11m', 
Ofhwr;i:' miSC f\ 仇它

ind ;Jì c;吋 În thc:訂)lJ!ldζ l! ollglll

11，凡 flll且 il hy lhis di只 lilfll nonhcm S'~; 1. (11 1 另 20j

.J~)1;úng the prcseu anè thc 抖的t i:1 011(; long òaí江 of s~lrfc{:n ，Q:， Òc pcct ~m J.g:fìcs 

Surhocles !"e;,rLìg a S1 f!lilar c~，-dcnçe of \vavcs wι刊hin且已戶訂一ISI LlC ACSι0'、 S:lO;C and 

、-;';'Ki ，，_2: a :, >nl l;,; 的 'pres山υn on í1\r:1: S叩山叫出勻山~， fc l:_ sadl:CSS CV叮叮c ",:::bb anc: f. O\!i I 
O~' ， un 己 n lrl:';C:'y '}-jo1Ncve;:- , :hough the sca SpC21CS elerr: ?lly of ~，;j:1es 日， " 何況 lk~ ':c 

d: ffC:T-lt peopιC ,1.< d ciffcfC:11 crocí:s in dif!'c;-:-clI: \v;:"y;" As r\. Dw;g:ll Culln i 'ldicaks , 

wha!. ;:0 :S cphoc C~ :f: Ihc cl的叫以11ι品巳 spoke ü~' the al:an:'， t 的位 s 0;'" ~1 1J汀 an ;ot 的 λγ r: ü\d

汁。τN livmg h 立巳 w i.ni;:g 01' Cl，-扒拉 aCl ~V ， spc九k .s 0[" ;lie withdra、λ:' <1: 0 1' lhe Sca of F汀 ijh

(40) 

l'hL Sc ,; (、 11 孔 ilh

1月 as Ol ICC •()().;,. 1 Ihc Jull and j'ound 凹nh'，叫沁叮

r J、 li!， c thc fu!( j<; of a bI1手h! j!;J'dlc Jurll: d 

H 叫[!(九九i ， ()!I lv hc:u 

l~ mC!,mClloi;:. !ong. wi1l1drawing m:!r 位 1-2叮

C:':l ì":P凡刊的主 thc ~C2. 0 1' f";1Î [h ~:o " fwled ghlle 什衍了 l 可以:l to 月山γO~J!、d II:c 1::Jl立 III 只 i .，_ ow品。t

the ,.,'!), d ;-i 仁呵!♂ ιρ1'.: ~l.i 化;:ll\ ll位 ι江刊?自己卅c. nõ-cre;l ， e~ i:l llw: Te?J;er 'h ç 比'~~;;，:; of 

尸 'llll. H ':l( 付 1 I t (:; ~~':'ι / 8~' h J叮】凡 n h t~; j_C;:')于 1 了 C 坑(;0\;("'. Öc Sc:, rci.:'t.、βts "J("'\\-"'I í~j{ 

\' , :S. i: 叭 (_1r;;ar I i\nd :-:;3廿三只h~l， g~e f:， c;f (he \i叫 Id ，" c~>1f 川 n ['， t 'le \.V ! '~)\a\γμo[ 

尸 ï'-i~， íF'.n fai 卡仇小lC~l I 凡c:'d tn sm';lin 1':叫 11 lncτ.: v(.:" 

f，-'CÎfl只 !h:; 1叮叮 d' f:ò:Jì , (ì(~ rü巳λC;Hl üniy rç.\~;~~ to 10v '5 bcc江 USf;; slip::;used ,:,;' L C<li1 ai 

iCJ::;r \:;_;It_-: )ιop: c: tc巴 U:le( :md 且 j"， c :hCl)~ Sümc CU.lsu l:t tion 

ρ 而 10 ，":. lc~ :]:: h'~ I 叭 I(

ì'Y,C; illF; I:.'c;' [;:)I'Üμ 叭 0 ，-:(;， S凹!ll几

C)! (; , 1(,)'(0.:: LL c; ,) L)ilG cd- (il'c:lrn~ (1 1 l.'}-?, i) 
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Lc 巳 and 丈r:li丘 1011 1> }"anhcw A【 nol<i可]'，叫η

T~e 帆。rid :\'1巳10 oc,side there seems a Il :irage. L Cän offer us nC:ther c軒t::m、內， nOI 阱acc ，

nc:' 丘:lY hc j_ p for suifcri !lg. W勻 en the cutsi已c world beco口 CS ;"lOre ;;rnd [T10re 叫o巳a.ralJ!c:

anc: æli且 10:\ 1S no :ü~ìgcr 2.vailab:c to su~:ai 1: :JS, \\/c :crιto (\1f[l立lOfe acd Jl:ore 口'Ij在fC

ιnd r 己 rhaps 甘心 O:lJ"y altcrnative üf æ:igi()D is lovc beca L: se i: t卡 cre lS r三 olhinιfc; LS 10 

be .icvc Lì. a令 lca鈍， \'i.' C 、 1 () \'εr鼠， c::n tn;stι心立 othe;:，. 10 tl-:i s way , love becomes our (111)' 

anchoragc. There J'o問 he poe~ împtore" his 叭'er that li:ey sbould j'bc 汀LC I To onc 

anolhcr" so t1 ;li~ thcy n"-ay cscJ. pe frc:n tl:e confLslcg \voú; into ~h且已叮 CWTl pn\'c':e \} . .'o了id

anè cnjoy tlìc cnl、 cOllsobtìWl SiU possjo~c: ócωr: su 1泣10;1 th ,,<t..“t 1e as~ ， n".e j' arÇ 

f(d:~fuJ lD 問ch oJ',cr 

"Do'ý(:[ Beilch" :s n;:Ü :1ty m~'.dc up of \vh;“白C pl剖 addTcsses lo h 巳 lover. Hc hopes 

ti:at thcy cλ1: be i-:- ;Je lo cach od:cr. B l.:: 1:lC叮0日cm is: Wid his lcvc: bc raithful 仰自:1γ :1"

he cxpects , c.:- dces she pay atte;lt;心 1 to \\'[;a, :ìC sιtys 【ì Än t'1 0ny Hccht\ " !'l!e 1)。、 çr

B1叫': A CT',ttr;ism d Li fc" n~~lJ，'況且 cynical parody 01" A rr. old 's ï.lOCtll, :~ut ilφc;~ú'.ds .l!' 

tha: ::'1已亂 y's possi"olc 可spon間 and aUtuóc aTç abo ind 叩臼 èsabi巳 W ow stuly O~.' ';DOYCI 

"3 cach 川 1\;1 <1n)' crit;cs , sl;ch as P;:ull F B :J.Lr:1 and r-:. K. 0 似，， 1氾丸之間 l"'nc ;:ìa~. :b? !ad\ 

in thc ;;ocn: í~; l\.:rs. Ar:101è 仿制m Só) , :)111 thcγc:、; Jl(; cO:lvi :1Clng cvidcnc(:. Evcc ihCL:gh 

甘、的“y Je IViγs. ^了no帖， tile pιem depicts :10 speci,ü SYElpathy or :nutua j_ u 立Gersta r:. d~ng

bct\vccn lhem--sl'.e n[gh~ e、 cn 00 cotιare about Wf,;ll !hc jJoct says-- , ~lOT is thcrc 盯ly

gUilmt',tce that she 流 i11 ;cJlüw W1Hlt he cxl:orts. lf so , ~ow car. t:1C poet be ccrtain of he伊

hcir: g 11μc 10 hîm? rIencc , cvcn 10、 cι ，n 'l be n:sorlcd to 3S a '11cans of consoiat:on am 

又 ustc;li.u:ce

Anot泣e:- o~oblcJ:~ more distûrhιn且只 ls the lJ.èy rcaìly thc了c :n l!lC 1'oon、 wjt':1 tl、c

poc~ ， ür is thc poc: mnc:y i 1;\agi 日H、 g \vilat h"ppen可? lfthe 1叫tc:' 1 月 the ca :-,e ,6 thCIl, "九 k'.t

;hc poCl ir::agines abυut lüvc m2y jus: t沱江n i!hs:mi , \vhich , of CD叫間， CJ.llnot 1'e<tlly 

con~ü]c ""d sustë.în hím alld 執'rüch beuays :lOt tnty 1、 S 1[; ter;只c yeam:ng for ;ove hut also 

his grcat a:lx',cty JbOL~ '! 

Hcsidcs , cvcn ir 1hc lady is , ei\ l:y thcγ己1ll t t:e scene , òoes ~cve :leccs~aTîly exist 

belwccl 心，c; <lCιtLc poc,:, 01', 10 .l)l[[ '1 川τc hro以ily ， bt:!.\vecr: people:11 gellc~"l? Ever ;;lC 

pc比t Ìì i!Tlsc:l f ~avs t 丹 è worlé i<; a pl此e 1l:a: ha品 ;'ncitht.r jCY，位。一。、ie. It n:的 bc ".üC 

;JrC也 umpt'J O l\ S fcr LS to 圳、erl frc(';) ih~ pcct's staTcrncr: t t、比↑ lo\'c re2.Ly docs n叭 C爪 ~"I ， bul 

at ^e;;~， t {hc st;lI c;n立 implícs t~l以 the p()e~ is 這ke7)tîcal of i~s c文叮叮几ce. Ft:f'; Ì1crm;);'e , if, as 

mC;lLcflcd ?Jove , isnlation is a h'~ml己汀 condi口。口， j S 1:1υ:ιallüvcλhva)'s jJ(泊位 jblc Xò:九九'cer

mcn? ls! 犯æ acytlú;g 1112..( can :nak巳 lner; 且o out of thci1' closed c叫npar:ments :0 且[ y' C:; 

aud n~ceivc .ovc'? Evc > if lovc s01relimes CXíSlS beιW己cn .ncr:., can II cmnfυrt ar:d 凹S l:.Cl

已~ ~n tl、 e f': lOdcrn 'was:clacd? 人 1 :l'e enζ{)f the pOCí叭叭 e are not i.c a lanιof dre芷江1仗， 'Jllt 

山已 ['ea ， \λc; ，d that has "llC;ÜK'T joy nür ligh: , / :\or cer:ituòe, !l C的.rcac己， ncr heip for 
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rournal af Humallilie~ EastjWesl 

p<lin" (:1. 33-34). fn such a \.vüTíé of :'lilrrl二Tl llCSS 剖ld ullccrtë.in:y , eVC11 if bve does exîs! , 

w l:o::.l ;':i:Jd o;'love i~ it? 亡Jn il lH::-t :J rc Er.d sus:況且 U可'? Thc~e questions do no: e;lCouragc 

opt: mistic 2ilS\VcrS , for 

、\"c arc Ill.TC a~ O[) a rJ arkling phlin 

Sw叮)L with confu~α!abr了Il S of 吼叫gglc and J1 igh t. 

Whcrc ignorant anm出 clash by nigh t. (11. 35-37) 

!L Dwig:,t Cu :1 er w\dcrsco:cs lhc :uil :iOnor inforn:ing :ilis final 】mιge: it ls taken from 

"TιlUcydide電， famo l.. s ;:~CCO~)nt:/ lh已刊且:ì:- b:UÚ. of E~jpolae ， J. sccne wh:ch Dr. Aη、old

λ.i)P;Cεmly :nJ.de a cD:mrcnrùlCc am。可g his Pζp:ls as a sy r:1bol cf theφr: teliectual 

COdLSiD ::1 of thc 口。 c;crn agc刊(抖41力)9a CU汀f弘u

a缸t山h以叫() [仰盯i沾Lca叫1 aω叩nr; 臼O叫cta址1 t缸u叮<:110舟)1:. TiìÍs:s ，;_山 zk im <ège 0: 泊的問了ìl1 sery: \V己 rcalτy are m a 

d盯k 叭的 clanG tl;泣 C泣 ctly has "nei:he~ jny . . . Tl or iig:1t I :\or ccrtitudc 刊 Inhabiting

~UCil a würld , we c拘刃 110t but düub: that :ove i" s"J f:lc >cnt to comfort ar.d s:Jstain u品

'Do 、 cr Bcach" :icgil叭叭 ith d desc r: ~t:()n oL 汁 e ~oss of Christia .n faith a~l(l 仕c

dislηtcg，rat!o r: of lhe world , cu!mi叫 ~CS w~tiì ihe poe t' s e2.~n閃 t p.ica ror [0間， yCl c r.ds with 

greal u仁 CCrl 2. i~lly and ::.miety abou[ lovc , Tr<ldi 1ionai Chris~ian fai~h Is ;ost, :1Or c丘 n love 

γeally s t.; stain 0:: 叫lisfy Ar的d. 11 seCElS thcτ(0 is 110 cx i1 for man. Hc 有cems to stand at 

叮ossr叫lds; which::ver \vay be t'.kes , he lS doom 叫，。由spai r. 8u:, will Amo!d accept 

t~i:. hum也llc~ acquicscemly'! Stili hc is ullwillillg tü s;JHender. As wc may sec ]atcr, hc 

i~ CO( cO~llplc!ely disιpr叩門!cd at ~eli 且íWI yC1, ;':'or ".0 lún :cligion i 討 "rnorιity tauched 

\\I ith c;~lotio;: ，"7 \'/hich , Ar:101d hOpèS , Imèy not orly serve ë.S a s1ay agaî r: sl coηLIsion bul 

(.1 1叩 !ead "n,t'i to ~heι:)Cd C"'，:~:l ler 28). 'nlUS, ill 刊 Stanzas fwm :hc GTëi.ndc Chartr( 剖 c" wc 

5CC A.n、 o:ô tryin g: 10 [r,d a \vay 、 L~ by sca:cHrg for a ncw rcligious fa刊 l:--a n巳w fa汶口

的ιlt tnay gi.vc hi口 CU:ìs:)atlOL and s;_]s'cm;ncc <i S Cnt九 uSlari~m may givc 11:c monks 

Uke"口。vcr Bc征 h." "St，立zas f:ün: tl~e.Cra11、Je Chnreu:.e" C8111::2Sts a Grcck an吐 a

moder;j in thεir lo~s 0 1" :f凹的， bu~ here 1.1:巳 loss 0::' Chrisl;,m f2ith is expιored ín more actail 

n!U l 名h CJti~usi ，叭叭lTl :~ (Ji' o!d Te ligio立， i: is r:C\v to An"'.ol比 alld his VL5lt tü the 

mOf'ilSWγYιftex 司;， S !:)ss :)f 亡 hTi5"i?dl fa: !i: is h;'ghly 5 1)旦旦 es立、 e 0: his se2γcb foγa ncw 

巳1;師 ü L' s failhνfor ， (1 、 Le says , ''\d 己( wc seek is hcrc刊 (1 立方)

Th叫C DO(~:n bc后>" \\"i[}: ,: scc:lÌc dcscr:ptìoη 

Thc Jut Ufllll :l i cvc llI ng d泊 rlccll~ 叭)U/l(!

n花 willd is up , aml drivc; t.h.c rain; 

\Vhilc , lwrk i !ar d\川 n ， '0/l 1h st l"<l ngl以 1 :，(，ll[叫

lJo!h thc r沁ad Guicr\ strc<lTTl叩mnl叮叮 (ll. 7-1Cj 

1、汀(? r:nw 8f "'ie Guier:. 沁'jmt C,l. LSeS lurn8il JlO: 0仁 y in Ihc r:VCf Jl1;: ,ÒO i~l tbc poct' s 

1::in,L ]\5 rOJíDg h~ilfd f.~'C f1) tl:e ::n 81 rl' ountJi[~s is assoc:,:lca \vi:h thc C:lacs dOvVbl in 
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Love and R巳h仙"】 in F\latlhcw ArnüJd 情 Poc tJ v

thc hunan süciety reprt:: sent以i 2)" the plallL Th刊的 郎、 archctypallanusc斗、也i;] Amü!d's 

pc肌ry ， in \vh:ch thc 凶CCilt to a llwuntain top narks a lransccnd凹lCC o[ the CO:l日 icts o[ 

thc jJ lain--thc a:tai :l1ì'-cn~ 0 1' a SÎate of ellclÜ l> urc, ;rnmuf' c to :he con;'ti l>ún üí hUfllà rJ 

socicty bclow 

P1C poct's first gli :npsc in~ide 1:1C rn ()1 1~， ~tery ís of t~l 巳 sjjen~ courts ar: d tl-:e !:urr,id 

cürγidors whe-:c in • hc dccpe:lin且 n:g凡~ 1:lC monks hrush hy in wbtc. Thc ca1n'.ncss and 

coldnC5 毛主 üf t!-:e p~ J.cc sceT~l tü brin區 o的心 10 :h:: poct's 'n i:1(. The münks CU，lcel 、 tate

thc:n<;clvcs on ,hc Cu:tLrc of ,:IC "í'rλgr2.nt h己 rbs" (1. 56) ;n ô. work c旭eγ:"11; ly u l1c\cr tt:e 

SUll , whιch :lO t 0 ::1 1y nourishcs thcir hcrhs hll~ a:so symbolic凶1y r_w:tu干cs thcir rnind 

rhcy , being disc;pLneè yet "ch巳~cfu:" (1. 60) , have thú 叫nsc of hclo呵{心g m ;:IC 

nOo <i slcry; hov'/evcr, to what does i\rnolò belon且')

The scarch for somclÍlÍng 10 bí_ò iol、 g 10 r~om r,()\\' Oll dom Îr 泌的 he dcvelop!llenl üf 

hCf叩cm. The pc 叫 says that pnhaps hc 晶。uid YiO;: cotlìe to Ü、 e lTwna叫cr:y DCCaiJ ~C 

時()ì"OUS lcachers ~ci/，cd lJ1 y 、山t 1l，

And purgcd ilS 1"ailh , alld lrimrncd il~ 且rc

δhowcd ml: 111C high , WhllC slarυ I" Truth_ (11. (;7 -6')) 

By :psisting upon Lcstíng 仁hri 可 iani~ ì' in thc ìigh~ üf fac( 3.11(l ，C2S0刊 ;he poe:'s teachers 

undennine his fai廿1. Herc Arnolü nιkes h iImcli Q spokcsm,m 0;" m、 a且己的山 h;:;.s ;ost Îts 

Christiatιfaíth :mder "J1e in::':ucnce of such "rigor(JuS tαlcIlcrs B~lt Tc lJ gîO )1 is n()t tü be 

!c~tc c. a叮叮1 5t the c:ain:s 0 1' ~cíence、 it ís to bc feJ: a:ld helk、叫1 ir:. TI >S 1 可 thc di!江山叮叮扎

the poct cxpre~scs it、 h的 ιlpolo~勻。o ms "r:gorous 1山以lcrs"

Forgivc , ma~tc吋 ollhcmir叫 1

1 COTll C nm hcrc 10 hl: \'l沁r 1 "0心

1 scck llKιanchor1tcs ， llol in ruth', 

To cursc a!ld lO cicny your t叫th ， (11 Tì 7的

J)esoite the ,'.:nos: irγc~istihlc l!ìrlucr,cc of :lis fO fI:1er cduc~nj()n ， ':hc poct, \,vhiìc visiting 

thc r、。口 asteTy ， c,mnot hclp fc(心1\ 1、 g s;，Jnc~~ ovcr 1!lC :ass u[ C叮 s i:Í an faitb , lle sland~ 

here 

“ [)n 叩mc filr nonhcm ~wmd 

Thinldng (_)f hi~ llwn (ì od~ ， a GrC('k 

.11 pll、 ilnd mou l1lfui ilWC mighl sr叫d

BcE】何 ~ornc Llllcl1又unic slllnc (11 SO-8'1) 

Stanèing befoæ thc r:r_onumnt :IìSCTj(況d in Tcuwnic 山的 w:ilch ernhlernati .r:es tr. e 

::\o;dic rc:igion lhλ; ~las becüme CX1111Ct , the Cre:::k :前 re ， nn元kd ~)y the 了clic tilat hi<; OW r. 

reli 已 C !1 lS ;LSO gOilC. The pOe1, IlCJ\V sLan已 111且 bcforc lhe n l():1a ~lcry ()f J. L o ,d rl: :~gion ， 

叭 hiιh is somcwhat Slη11lar to ôill a日tiljUC InOllurner: l, li Kt~Wl 民e canr~ot h<.:ip gricving ~hat 
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Joumal of Hlimanilics East/West 

his religion , too , is gone. S。可cth were fait口吼叫d both 盯e gone刊(1， 84) , and the poe~ is 

!eft 

WaIldcring bctwccn lwo worlds , onc dcad , 

Thc other powcrlcss lO bc 忱〕凹，

、Nïth nowhcre yct to rCSl my hcad 

Like thcsc 、 üll carth ;:: wait forlom. (ll. 85-88) 

The poet is :n a sp:ritual vaC l!un::: lhe world of Cl:r:st:an belief is dea丘 the future 

substitute thal mö.y sust叩1 him and tÍ1e coming generations is yet "power1ess to be born , " 

Hence , 1i.1ce the :non品， he caü or:ly wair forlorn; h.oweverτwhereas the monks are fodorn 

because ~he world dεride their re!igious faith and they Cail only Iocate their hope in the 

world beyor間， th巳 poet is forlom !Jecause he does not have a faith iike theirs and nO one 

sh盯es his anxiety and agony. He feels baffled , desola肥， and spiritûally d目前出d because 

his Christιar: faül: and ~hc sense cf communíty 盯e gone , Facing 3UCb. a spiritual void , the 

ol1 ly thing he car; do is to look for some subs;_itute--some new religion that is bclievable 

and liveable. Ar:1 otd's 們sit tc the monastery is a gesturc cf his search for the new 

religion , ar, d Carthusianism repæsents , though not necessarily Is, the religion he Iooks 

f肘， because before he visited the monastery , Arnold had been thinking of writing a poem 

00 such 旦 religio'J s scarch , Be once jotted dOW :1 these notes: "To , , • the c10ister & Iife 

liveah!e ," "rcligious yεarning . , , the re11gious longing never quenched. "8 Religious 

ycarning has aíways been in Amo:d's mind , and here in t出he monastery he is deepiy 

主汀mpresse廿 by t吭h巳 d刮g叩C口1中plin沱ed life 

t甘h】latγ↑"The剖i: fa剖H出h ， m】yt缸巴a缸rs， the 、wνw叮rl(紀〈ζ~ de叮r口I泊de'↑?(刊1. 89的)， he ι泡己 mu山st have 已白nbra臼d t甘t可emo叩n】ks as 

an emblem of his selìse of exdusion from society and his spirituai nobility , Therefore, he 

asks ~o be hidden 1n the汀刊g!oom profounò ," 

Oh, hide me in yOUÍ 民100m Drofound 

y，叩lemn scats of holy pain! 

Takc mc, cowlcd forms , and fcncc mc round , 

立 11 I pos馬I:SS my soul again 

Till frcc my Ihough的 b 、 forc mc r01l, (11 91-95) 

1n the mor..astery，出e monks C é\n 這isclose thcir fcelings freely aoc!, thus , s~ay sere:J.e; 

whi池， ir; the mundane world , the poet is .. chafed by hour!y fa1se contro1." What makes 

í r. e monas:cry werap巳t.: tic to bm is "the open but silent èewonst:aticn of !the monks') 

faith 出at of[çs hin: <ln opportun;ty to recognize tnat he hë.s come to 益 creatve

cr: vÎro :J r:1e l1 t ir. w?ì ~8 h. I:e ca:1 authc:Jticιllly èisc可 ose [hlS] private fee!i r:gs" (Wilkenfeld 

415), It沾自;8 C的aCity to cy，性的 enviror，me;-J t to vent ~1i s feelings that enables him to 

possess h~s self εgal P. 
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UnfortU::1 3tely ,he n:onks' f山th and the poct's sadness arc derided by 均e worid 

For the world crics your faith is nO \l 

But a dead !lme's cxploduj orc缸n

My mcJ ancholy , sciolists say 

ls a passcd modc , an outwom themc , (11. 1) 7 日叫

The scíol泌的:cpr巳 scnt those superficial yet over-confident Victoria :1s who dc not take 

Ue seriously blit pætend to know thc ar, swers to a!l ques~ions. They æ已 ukc the poc t' s 

mclancholy because they believe therc ls l~othi!1g to be sad abou t. They are always 

optimistic about the fil~ure: they have never 刊 been sad~" 0. .102) But the poet say5 if they 

regard his me;ancholy íiS "an outworn themc ," at leas~ they should be able to take away 

h冷 rest:es口ess a司已 suffc立r: g and replace them wd~ 5011'挖出znE d間， ratr.eγthan jus~ leave 

him to fær alor'.e. lf the ~ciolists caη't ， they shou!d leave him，由e "L,lst of thc race of 

由e市 who g::eve" (1. 109) 的 die wilh th巳r:1onks ， tÏ1e "Last of thc peop1c wno bc1ieve" (1 

! ~ i). The poet thus appeals to '-' strong fee~ing of kinship with the monks; howevcr, what 

nc IS actu叫 Iy í.'.sking from the sciolìs尬的 not to Ict ;üm die realî.y with the IT.onks, b :.J~ ~o 

位ve him in the si1ence of the monastcry as a 兒fi.ige from the chaDtic a71d nopcless world , 

[0: ir. sud: a world s!ìe :1 t is indccd w:lat we need to be 

Silen t, whiJe y叩 rs engr~ve the brow、

Silcnt--lhc bcst are silCnl now. (11. 11 弓 14)

Hεrc the 口 oct seems celebrati :1 g si!cnce, bccause what is the use of complaini i1 g? 

Achi l!cs pondcrs in his tCnl, 

Thc kings ofmodcm tl10ught arc dumb; 

Silcnllhcy arc , lhough not contcnt. (1 l. 1 叮- 17) 

AchiJ les , after Parfoc! us di凹， rcfuses to' participatc in the Trojaõl War. He thus resembles 

modem intel!cc t:lals w'ho refuse to engage themselves any more in iìltellectual W ，lγto 

spcak Qut aDo :Jt theiτagony and 閱dness as they confront thc confusicn of mcden~ life 

fh肘， like tÌle monks , mod仗:1 intc! lcctuals sccm escapists. Such escapism seems to form 

the or、 Iy way out 8f this ò30tic wor!d ‘ yet Arr: old :-er:.ounces Íl‘泣 lhe end of the poer::. 

Though the monks gel f!cace from thcir ascctic 血且 m臼1 01' cont口nplat的代 fasting ，

anc reìigious cxcrcis肘， rhey live ísolatcdly from the rcal wor划， Il av~ng no concern aJout 

society. Thcir wo.dd , having no contact vvith thc out~ide world，問 oniy a "liv!ng tomb" (主

72) , Thcyare 

Forgotten in ~ foresl gl以.le，

And sεrCl from lhc cy刊csofal!

Dcep, dccp thc grccnwood r，αmd 甘lcm \，;é\VC、!

;'hcir abbey, and ils clo~e of gravcs 1 (11. 171-74) 
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Thís enclosure of graves suggests that thcir lif，ιs not only an isolate注 life of silence 

(environmentaHy ar.d inte11ectuaily) , bat a1so death 血 life ， But 、!11O can be alone elate, I 
1ν到ile the world lies for;orn'?" (Arnold 321). Citi!nately , the poet cannot be at home here, 

for at the er..d of 由e pocm he 吐escribes Ihe rnonastery as a "dcsert" (1 己的， which ref~rs 

not 0η1y to the bar:en surroundi!lgs of the monastery but a;so to a sense of dcsolation 

Tr, us , thDugh 出e monks cnjoy peace ín the monastery , :':he poet cannot really find pe <ice 

there, nor is he content wít r.. their life; otherwi間， he wiH stay there. In reality, their 1ife 

repres凹的 silcnce and escapism: what they do in the monastery is only self-discip1ine and 

self-cultivation which :ca~ize just irmer perfection , but do not engage the probien了討 of the 

modern wodd. This 1S not what Arnold reaHy wants becalise "lwjhi1e admiri r; g thc siler立

sufferiI:g of the mon悶， acknowledging the apparent point!essness of t:lodcrn wodd , and 

at the sa:ne timeτyearning for the relief promised by hermetic withd叩WilJ ， ' "Amo!d 

continues to search for substantial responses to the world" (Wilkenfcld 415). Amold's 

viò to thc monastery , therefore , is not rea!ly an escape fro rr; the wo r1á , 00;' is his wish 

fo; silcnce escapis冊; rath凹， they for:n εkind of strategic retreat. He wants to retreat into 

silence moment3ri!y only--to think deeply 3,;-J d fig t.;fC out some bctte; direction no: 0 :1 1y 

for himself but a1so for his contemporaries , This momentë.fy rctreat an已 silence for 

mcditation wi l1 bring ;nner tnmsformation and betternι巳nt of the ind;vidual , whjch is the 

basis fo: the trm;sfor:r:.mion and reforn1 of 自己 süciety as a who~e ， Thus , ifis:ead cf being 

a recluse 0;:' esc a_pist iike the ;nonks , Arnold is í1ctually participating actively 1n the 

modern world 

In the r:1cantir;;e , the poet is unce此ain about the strengtl: thc r.1 onxs gct from their 

呵!igion ， namc旬， Carthusianisr九 which may be óeg盯dedεs a synecdûche of religio弓 as a 

whole 執!:leG tl1εmonks arc callcd by the troop巳rs and h~mters :0 action a:1d pl巳asure ，

they answer. ". , . but too late ye cc n:e!τ00 late for U$ )'OUT call ye ~Jow I Vv'hosc bent 

was tak自1 [ong agc" (]1. 196-98) , Howev凹， though tne ca l1 comes 訕。 :at巴， the mO;-Jk~ st; l1 

ca江not help being attracted and distracted , for 

The banncrs f1 ashing through thc trccs 

xakc thdr hlood dance and chain 位"叮叮"cs;

τÌl at buglc music on thc brcu:e 

Arrcsts thcm with a charmcd 凶rpri5c ， (lL 187-90) 

The attrac t!on and d>straction ~how r: here stron且1)' irr:p!y tr. at th巳 stængth the n、onks ge~ 

frCf:1 thelI rc立glon LS no! 叫fficient to help tl:em resist the tcmptaüo r: of largcr sphcγes of 

experience , Evcr: with 命heir strengtl 、 they can 0吋y say , "Fe;lced eady ir:- tlli~ clo;stral 

round I Of reverie , of shade , of prayer, , • • I How cü:J we nOWCT ip. fore:g :1 air'!" (11. 205 

G8) They can only enclose 心he8selvcs for ,hcir own inner pc;feöon; however, they da 
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not know how to face and handle the outside wo,;d , 1n short, Amoid ;s heæ skeptica! of 

the sustaining power of re 嘻的泣， represen~ed in tr:e poem by CarthusÎan的間， whic J-: he in 
the beginning of the poem f>xes his hope on. Wh&l enables him fir.aily to confront and 

deal with the confusion and chaos of the world 1S perhaps something e1se--his intcHectua! 

strength and critical insight, which he shows rr,ost effective旬， r,owevcr, in his prose 

In Arnold's poetry , we may find a! leas叮叮ee groups of people. There are those who 

set a high value on ~ove for its power to soothe and hold peop;c toge;her , bl心 w~o use 

love as a means to harbcr themselves 2gainst the outside conftJ sτon ar..d soc泌 obligations;

there a問 those who 吐evote therr、 selves to religion and cultivation of the se!f, yet who a~e 
not concemed about the o t,;tside world; but 含here 缸e aIso those who set a higher value not 

only on the strength of wdl and in:eHect but also on morai jntegrity and social 

ûbhgations , and whc cannct bea: to su位ender o:11y 10 lovεor cultiv剖;00 of the self 
Arnold himself is oae of tne last dass. fac~ngιhe disir; tegratirog w8rlè , te wishes to 

resort to love and rel嗯10口， but fi r.ds :ha~ r.eit海口 an susta~n cr satisfy him. At ~est they 

can servv on1y as temporary tarbcrs whcn I~e js in gr;ef or despair、 howeve九 he comes to 

rea;ize in the en已 that he cannot solve aI:ything by escapi日g fro rr. ùe world hv:; love and 
religion. He has to get the so:utiOl1S by wa_i k:ng 正to ß l1d through the wc;-ld , Th L; S in his 

?oetry we see him finally renounce love anc religion , fcr :hey canr. ot offer eüher real 
sustenance or solutions. He has to chart his coursεanew ):1 order to fit;d a way out of 

吐 istress and confuslûn. He finds that it is cr:î ticism that enables \1 ir:l to 叫ggest some 

remedies for the probJems of his age. And this is perhaps the main reason ~hat ~時ds him 

to criticism 
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Notes 

1. Matthew Amol丘， The Poetical Works of M叫íhew Arnold (Lo吋on: Oxford Univ 

Press, 1961), p. 182. Hereafter, al; poetic p 這 ssages from Arnold's poems are taken 

from this co l1ectior.. Line m江nbers will be put in p盯entheses after the quotations 

2. 1 especially emph品ize "true" love in contrast to the "mocki咚rr love (1. 1) io t:te p站前，

P旺ticular1y in the first stä!lZa 

3. Bes~des thi :s assumpti間， Simpso:l takes too psychological a study cf the pcem. For 

mo問 detail and examples see pages 283-84 of her "Matthew Arnold's 'The Buried 

Life': The Quest fcr Union." 

4. Quot吋 by J. Hillis MilIer in "Matthew Arnol泣，" p, 28 

5. Baum gives tηe same tnterpreta令ion. See Ten Studies in the Poetry ofMatthew Arnold, 

p , 87 
6. 10 O1The Dcve: Switch , Or the New Sexism at 'Dove; Beach'刊 August also points out 

that the poem's "drafEatic s恥的on may bc cntire;y im a_g 間ry" (36) 

7. Quoted by l Hiliis :vli1leri r. "Matt~ew Arno!d ," p. 28 

8. Quoted by Pauιt F. B叫了1 in Ten Studies in the Poet叮'ofMatthew Arnold, p , 114 
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