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['Ì1c prc.\c口 t papl:r 1 ♀ i l'_Ì( ~lldcd tu dC;]J ',>.; ilh t11c idcctily probtl~rn ir: thc [)()、 el Almμ:yt' r'，\' 

刊的 hy lhc I'ol!址l-horn }:ngli 、 h llovdisl JO品cp Íl Conrad \入 ho ha:、 bccl1凶claimed as 

y叫m 111 ~xl1c" (Curko) 叩d "r~)l叩d's E 、 glish G叩lUs"(BlaJhmok) ， hopmg therehy ,0 

klnOllstratLÕ t},C novcl 、 linj了ort :.ti1 CC 己<; un u:plmutio !1 ()i' IUClllily <lnd Lo show \hal m this 

川rly 叭 ork Conr叫 haù :.t lrcady c x:hibitc t! hi.~ p-"yt.:)J olllstory and con山r' for !lknl Jty 恥 a

d，叩lac"d DCrStl l\ 

Thc \\'ord idcntily was lïrs! cn:atcù by Dsychologisl Enhon \'/110 postulatcs that man\ 

li h; COIl Sl寫的。 f ci 只 111 stag<.:s H\ \\"hich iÙCllllly {0 1"Ir nlll心n lS 出c lTl ost lmportant rro(x.~s Hc 

cla'的 jli己s ma!"s idel lLÜy .~t;J[ lI Sl\\ lntc h lLlr L'口 lcgu們 cs: f叫 (:clmurc ， dif↑U 心 iO !1. !1l ()]"a!orilllD 

all (Ì aclll L'叭 lllcnL Onc m l! s: lry w ζ(lIliιto 出川n.~ "vith lhιcn.\ L'.\ in dillcfcnll1 Jc stlgCS W 

6"[ [(、 lhl~ slatu\ ()j l(!cnliiy ，\chic、 cmcnj 凡nü a pcr~()nιJ_chicVi !J g ldl~lltil 可 ()f his OW Il vvill 

nu;o ll1;"川 UfC 111l':gr o_ \cd wu Ì1 .) scn~;仁叫叩chora l': c a r1 d 札 holcm:ss (l nù psychmocial 

equ J! i:ì:iulrl , :JI1 d k ,,1 Îll引1比 1t- (0 bc thc m.lstC! of bis J江1'-'.1

C Oll(()(! \V Cl S a In,lIl with d山lt11y ccmpkx :Hld h心 u\， n 11fe Ìl扎d hce扎扎 !ong 討truggk tn 

achic、仁川江ppγ():.1 1"i:t lC idc;ll~l、 i-O r Ì11insclL tll h,s ano!hcr n t) \'c l. JJl(d Jim , hc has 

r ;，叮，1: -'-'1、 d 1" , l 'J,.\r l 1\ 11 '{~ρ" ，巾， [>:è~'.: <1、們 1 立 L ， c ，，-，~川hktmchhu1)人1缸， ik twu 

即凡[ìcuahlè chal 沁rCl 污、、! ! ~l 叭 110m hc had Hbni fJ cd 1111竹叫 l f. '1 hrough the slolid and 

lll l1Hl<l gi Il'.lTi \'C F re1Ch li叭Jle !l i!ll L "'，..] I l)叫r;CïYl.\("::; !hc rc ,c;cumg 0[" lhc pilgl、[Yl-ship the Patna, 

C()il ，i\ d 已 nl~ha ，;i ?l-.\ hi丸 rn l)(1，、，_~ r .， υ11(: dχ.\ \'_ h;H ()j) C CJJ' "ηd IES Tl:. altv'-of- f:J ct :l i'd 

pracu仁 tl ;_I [llluclι: loW :J_f付， 1" 亡、 υυ1 Î_j ()、必 1)' ， 1;-1 Cha口 tu l\venly , CO;l_ f斗d lC: l.', th..: wisc tradcr 

Stl'in ult叫 a 只f1c，_:çh w Ìl!Ch :.~ o Ctcn qllCl tcd :lnd discmsed hy clitics 

Am圳、 rhut ).'; h()]',ì f.'J IL E"! lU札 LÌI':am Jikcιl l11ml_ \vho ì"all只←nto lhc Sl~ ，l. r( 11C tncs 
心 cl J1Y1 11 '_)Li! I"l~) tk; 山 iι\.'; !)l; 'lpi.'l'i\:l)('c'd IKOilic enc 已<l VOl 1_0 do 11L' d叭_)W們.~ nicht 
\'/ahγF 吋 )i I tdl }'Oll~ Thl 九九勾 1" lU th ，、 J l: ~truuiv(": c] ullcn , s~lhmlt ;'()uL~clf ， and 
\\'l:_h ;)ll~ 乞又叫 liO !1 S rJ!' /()Ilf Ij(I_ wJ a!ld i-l氾L lJl (iJC \,v:llcr l!l ιlkc thc (_iCCp. (kcp "Cil kccp 
叫II 11 1). :\() if \'(El ,_L',k 111:". -II()\、 \0 bC'ì 

!I! th仁 !.ì': ，;lr ll\;l-， -;C ':h_: n".' !11 -"')E l_ :::.rs 
lhc ùru， I，~ ，md 心。'，\'1位 L 丸 l~ Lll' :'>0 Úncm 

訂) ioll()\v thc ùn:: ，èT il ，扎吋 βga lJl !o !"(lllm , 
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Oulca~\ a~ pr叫cagoniSl: 1"h(; Tdclltity Pl'oblcm in Ioscphζ:onrad'~ Almaycr' s 口叫Iy

了hÌs passage can bc rcgardcd as ConraJ' 品 convicüon on how to achieve p叫sonal

idcntity which hc had d巳vclopcù in himself aftcr undcrgoing many up品 and downs in his 

odyssey of l.j u巳sts

To Conrad, identity fundamentally is a problem ()f "how lo be" , that is, a problem of 

how to cxist with a scnsc of sdf and intcgration. ";:)rcam" hLTC mcans go:ll or idcal, "sca' 

refcrs to 沿海 living cnvironment; "thc destructÍvc clcmcnt" suggc的 the bClfl1ll1g situation 

man might be irr and it is also a driving fon.:c to prod man to s苑ruggle 勻 ewig is Latin which 

means fore間r or immort.tl; usque ad finem 況且nifies until thc cnd in German .2 Con也d hcrc 

is tclling thc readcr: lnstinclively , cvcry mun wishcs to purSllC his own drcam which 

r叩r山叩ts the identity 0; life , but his drcam must bοwell matchcd with h的山pahility ， as 

thιfiW:lCh Licutenant pllts it, "Onc docs whüt one ca口 ;';s口ally man's living cnvironment 

lS as 叩ugh a" the Sea lo \vhich he musl try 10 adapt him~這二lf. So in ordcr to malerialize his 

dream , a m品阻山1 he rωlistic cnough to immcrse him比lf 111 a prac山al goal until thc cnò at 

a l1 cos1. V/hcn con!ì'ontin品。 isis 01' dilcmma, he shuuld not !ïght It blJ ndly in D. panic lìkc 

lhc inexpericnccd pcoplc who afC pron己 10 l'、C 0 \1叮whL'l mcd. Rathcr , hc .should tr)' lu go 

ahc叫 cumposccly by ad的ting his U\VJl actions to uvcr叩1m: thc diffïcuhi的 Thcn 111 th;s 

way , his t!re,'_m 0 1" cven thc adversity--the de叭叭iClÍVC demcnt--vúll hold him up likc a 

driving forcc :lnù huoyancy of sea watcr hclping him s lI r叫ve ， dcvdop and prcvail at last 

Synthctically 丸pcaking ， idenli t:y caη"己 delïncd as 01氾's pcrtìncnt p【沁1[10ηwhich i也 like

an anchor in lifc 、 giving ()ne a sense of id巳ntificatio !l， helongingn巳句話 and signilïcancc. 1的

absence willlead 0悶 to a slatus of diffusion , feeling Lh叫 life i.<, void and mcanin且Icss. II 

docs not mcan lhal a pcrSO!l achicvîng idcnlily must have a grcu( carecr. What cowm is that 

his identity should f叫ter a feeling of psychosoclul equilibrium 叩 d ，間n時 of cohei1l l 措1 1'

Othe向1峙， it will not be a really appropriare idαltity for him. Jf we reganl life as a proc巳悅

。f _iourney 叩d qucs t, then identit~/ formation should he çent問 1 to that proce肘， which one 

mw月t undergo to further develop o!leself. In fact、 a man's starus quo can he m巴山 ured ìn 

lCl1ns of hi~ identity fo行了1泣的11 ， thQt is九Ìlow far he hæ、 gone in his ldenüt_)' integ口[J()J1

Almayrr's Folly w位 s Lonrad's tïrst llovel published in lR~巧 On lhe surface it is a 

!ïCtÍOll ahout pcoplc and event~可 in lhc Lu-oJT oriental islands. Critics havc 仁 calt with it from 

thc pcrspcctivcs of colonîalism , impcriali.\m , etc. ::1 O\v巳\'cr ， a close 1 巴斗ding Ic\'cals that 

\,v hat actual!yωhscs片 cs 自己 pr叫agoll的t.\ IS 山已 idl:nlily probkm ,md hcm::ath tl沁 surracc d叩S

J ，巳 an o\'巴rriding them己的e Slm日 gle 01' hum山1 fm :cknlily. In A Persoηaf Rt'Cρrd， LonraJ 

had claimcd thal "if 1 had nm gOI tοknow Alniaycr pr;.:;uy wdl 泣的 alm叭t cerl é1.m tl泡出

would ne、.'cr ha、心 hccn a linc ()f minc in pnnt"(25) and upo且自nishing Almay己μ; I'lllly , hc 

1"L'markcd that he felt hc "had hmic.d a part nf mysc!fin the pages"(66). As a di.\placcd man 

himsc怔， he did cxpcrienc巳 thc plighl o{ his charactcrs and did bavc: psycholoεlcal 
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idcntificaiion with them. It might be 阻iù that hc had çrçated hi .s characters v的 th empalhy 

and vicariousness. In thc stüry , Conrad uses a parcnt-child rclation .ship involving thc two 

protagonists to highlight the identity issuc and thcr品 y rcllcct hi益。wn cx仿tential si凹的lOn

The protagoni .sts arc Almaycr 3.nd his daughter Nina. Both o[ thcm are obsessed with th巳

identity problem. Ho附叫r，也cir fates are quitc diffcrcnt at thc cnd. Almayc: cpit凹TIIZCS

the 011C who runs from thc stagc o[ moratorium to idcn tI ty di叮U.slO口， whcrcas Nina 

rcp問scnts thc soul who b:"凶ks through i.he bondagc of forcclosurc toward thc phasc of 

mO\"ö.tOT1um 山ld finally gets to the status of idcmity achievement 

Al叮叮叮 is thc son or a Dutch expatriatc in Java who leave可 home for Borneo in his 

youthful ycars to t叮 his luck. To him , leaving homc i.s "thc bcginnmg of a ncw 

cxistencc"(訂 3 a pcriod 01" moratorium 凹 which hc ttics to estaòlish his idcntity a.s hc 

imagincs. With a notion of whit.ιsupcriorily and a money-o口cntcd altitude toward life , he 

thinks that 札/calth and whitc supcriority dccide identity and vø.lue 01' a man. So h巳

frenetica l1y qu別的 f叫 \vcalth in BornωIn ordcr to ohtain his matcrial gain , hc bccomcs 

thc ponage of Tom Lingard , the King of the Sca, and cvcn demeans himself to wcd a且

unlovcd、 sccrctly d的piscd Malay gìrl who is Lingard's adoptcd daughtcr. On thc othc[ 

hand, for thc sa.\c of maintaining his white supcriolity , hc scnds his hälf-castc d叫ghtcr

;\Tina to Singap 弓 re to rCCCl叫 cducation in a whitc çommuni句， hoping that shc w il1 bc 

tr ,l.llsformcd into a noblc and Europcan-likc lady. Thcn somc day wi1h his richcs, hc will 

'"山 rn proudly with N叩a 10 Holland and lead a 10fty life in ,.;), big mansion in 

Amsterdam"(lO). This is thc drcam up叩叫1ich Almaycr imcnd .s to eslablish his idcntity 

At fi叫 he seem.\ tn havc 凶lculated every1hing wc1l. Ling ö.rd favors him 訊社 promise.s to 1et 

him share h的 [ortunc. And as the onl1' whitc mun in thc tr 這ding post at Samhir, he thinks 

hc has bccωnc sometιdy important and considcrs the pβop1e around him his 凶fcriors

Neve吋 clcs.s， A!rnaycr's "making ü" lS only a superficial illusion. 1n faCL, hc Îs fal l!ng s恆。

i!)' S比P iÏJlü thG stJ. Ltl~ cJ 1" Id(. lJü[y dir[u~~Üll Ví-.itlìωt kilûw t:Ì已;è. OlH~，(; tl ，巳 .'>lljJeJ r;dal ill削仙

Îs broken , thc chilling trulh comes to ligh t. Thc follow !llg passagc d臼cribes how shocked 

Almayer is wh品 h己的pposcs that Daìη :l.1aroola ， U1C man who promiscs to heìp him find 

tbc gold minc, is dt:ad anc! lhal his òrcaffi ()f rich臼 lS shattered 

It æemed to him that f，仇 many y己ars he had been falling into a deep precipice 
Cay aJ"ter day, monLh aftcr momh , ycar aftcr y心ar， hc had bιC11 falEng , falling , fa11in毯，
it \vas a smooth , round , black thing , and the biack walls had been rushing upwards 
wilh we山的()mc 悶pidity. A great rush , lhc noisc of which hc vaτlcicd hc could hcar 
yct; and now勻 with an 趴叫ul .~h(泊k ， hc had rcachcd l.he bottom , and hch(址 dl hc was 
alive and whole... (p.99) 

It is after hcin且 cha ll1cd lo Samhir for t\'ienty- t1vc years that Almayer i 持 tcrrih1y

awakcned to thc fact that actually hc is a mar且lfl a] ,,1an aî泌的 idcnityless man who, unab!e 
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C叫 ~~~l 的 Prot~goni， l: Thc fd巳 ntity Prohlem in ，1\沁~ph Conrad\ Alrr的ycr 只 Folly

[0 gall1叫mission to both t!Je loca! ~叫iety and thç bfty \-voïld hc irr;刊凹的， h山L.:;d u 叫 lf

deccivcd life in isolation evçr sinçι I-lis Malay wifc dcspis~s him 叩d hCLf:l yS him 

Lingard g田s bankrupt and disappcars. Thc nativcs arc hostilc to him. Evcn his bcluvcd 

daughter ;-..J ina deser lS him by running ()ff with hCf 10叫 r Dain \tlaroola. Th1.ls , Almaycr 的

abandoncd by cvcryone , wife , p注tron ， riV3.I, d J.ughtcr , aliy , Hc is 山\ovan; that his lifcωd 

cndcavours mukc 00 sensc. In a 吼叫us (l f diff，叭的n and l()~ing all 只3山 011.'， 10r êié!.';t已nce ， hc 

brcaks down a1ωgethcr， aùòic1s lOυpium and pine品3.way J"ir; ally. Thcncc , from élll 

ambitious youog man to an apthctic 10st sω1 ， thc proccss of Alm Cl ycr's hfc 的 nmning rrom 

thc status of m叫at0l1um to idcntity disintcgralÍon 

Almayc~r's probkm ìics mainly in his charar:ter 口aW[i， Ariqol1c h山正 lai~lled thut 

"Charactcr gives l\ S 地ualitics."4 That is , man's fatc tend品 to lx, dc1匕 fll! llCd hy hlS 

cha叫叫cr. Essentially Alma予他r is a ùrcamcr and egoisl who lack~ 0J 此(lC，~lity ， 叫 ap 1. ~.hi !i (y

and sdf-knowkdgc. H!.s wde (.:()nsidcrs him a weakling who<;c litc: is ha且L.è dυ11 pllrc 

illusion and in h的 dιlUgh!cr's eye>. , hc i~ a 1"ccbh:: and tradilionlcss 1'::l1 hc1 人只自己 tit !c or the 

m九九己1 suggests, his character weakn巳sses çauδe him to mulçe f()olish mi、jmlgèmcn\s in lik 

hβis cager to achicvc matcrial gnin by a marriagc of COll 叮 cnicncc to inhcrit Lingarò's 

iortunc: hc 忱l!cv叫 thm hc is a lr. :m oiwhìtc supc1ioJity and his hJl t"-castc daughtn can be 

hred to hc a Europc叩Iike lad于; hc spcnds hlindly all his mO l1cy [0 huild a 的c: les" house to 

rcccivc 1hc Bntish; and hc imagincs thm Dain ;\.10.1"0010. will help h1m find the golαmine and 

thcn he will return to Holland pro l1dly \vilh i\ina. Butιontrary !o his cxpc山仕的刊εnOlhing

comcs of it. IIis lovc1c~“ marriagc turns out ((1 bc ",hc hitten-cst (l f all J_lld th巴巴reaü~_<;l

reg閃t"(40). Bis çεocçntJic lov巴 for l~in J. is r叮t::cteu 汙l品 rac.ial priul~ only rcmovcs him 

from realÌly and incapacüates him from communiculing \.vÍlh !hc 叫tlV叫::Iis invL'S\mcnt 011 

lhè house 叫 Àlmavèr's Follv" nrovcs 10 hc another follv. Thus w )1 [<1 11c ha .s don川C !!CVCl 

foswr況且ny scnsc of idcntitïcalÍo!] fOl" him. Vinl.l月 Ily. hc h."l只 alviay~ h心:11 a .<:pirit :J Jliy 

alicn叭吋叫sta、V <ly and <l mortal (l]: thc f;門可三 ùn fLing CllfH山:， J 1' in g'lal di:，()j"i，~叫泣的 n 8.l1 d 

cultural dislocatioll. ;n Conrad'<; \'，，!廿 ru ， "A m:m that 的 b叫 r; I 斗 11 只 i叫。只 dn~alT; 1\戶U巳 ιι1. r，l沾μn

W叫ho [ 注叫!l s只 1m立t
d 

抖的cipk，尸。nc dOèS whal onc wn 趴比ausl.' hi~ ambitl(沁叫 hopd己、呵 Iy (llJ t<;ln [1-i hi~ 甘心 iH〉

To m :ilc已 lt WOI 咕， his unrCallSlJ(、 cgO lJ SU已 ιmui叩"

ι以ω"圳m川心 t叫() 1ω凶C山f!11 S Wl川!吋h 1.仲←kμιC111 垃圳州jμtοìr cn刊c已叫可 1仙(l ! U凡叫h】心U盯r dc 、 C叫lon h口n~:(心J汁1;1η 1心L心叭!叭I Ll!. r j 心 i泛叫已d 、 f

h叫仙uh仙rmt山tmg 11則1ηms站c+叮flω() 1出"巳 dcι S叭lmc!山[，刊V匕 cJc臼1γ1'..:n 1. ;mù !ìlUk, ng "lJIC dc:.:p , :lcl η 比 ::. h:'."il hil η li f! 

wilh the excrtiO l1 s ur hi r; hawl :V1U fC C; l H' l川 w:l1、 r ，" hc 口 lGS 1u cli叫示。u ~ 1: 的 :.h~~ :li! 

hlindly !f~ a p:mic 凶 in;~xpU"il~nccd pωpk <.:ndç肘。 ir U do , SCì hc lS U叭川~1.~'.U ， a 九j

dmwπ， d 
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By contra此 AlmayL'r'川11y daughtcr 叩凹的 typical of thc soul who is ubk to hrcak 

with the existinζùilemma t() crcale a ncw w句。f looking at the worlù anù the futurc 

PU日lcu hy thc qu叫lio l1 ()f "who am 1", shc is also struιιling tCI scarch for hcr rcal 

idenυ句 B~t unh拉(; hcr falhcr , shc has the ability to imcgratc what shc obscrves anu 

cxpcricnCC5 1~1 U，丸 1 with lhc cri,<,cs in 11fc. Shc undcrstands hCf situaüon und tric 持 to rid 

herself of o.ny impr山tical ÙC!è1Ü0 l1 hy doing what shc can practical!y to shape her own 

world , hcncc she pn:vails 

As a ha汙 (;:1、心，古 lll:t was 叫nt away to Singaporc for a vv'hite uphringing when shc was 

a liuk gir l. Almaycr wants to impoSL~ UpOIl hcr h的 own valL>cs und transform h叮 mto a 

Europo:an-:ùc lady 、 cxpcc1Ìng H 10 SCC whltc men howing low hc f'ore thc powcr of her 

b~auty and wca 1th" (Jn l) , Th甘心 from her childhood，叫na has had "Christian tcaching 

Q叫 ial CG叫圳的， anù a good gLimpι()f ci、刊h又ed life"(42)τ11at i~ hcr pcri叫 of forcdosure 

in \vh it.:h she i~ ä 、札，ak and paSSlve depcmlcm , huu i1u in a staws of rcprc時間11 and 

e、它rylhing is dcudcù and urrang以1 by hCf fo.thc1 

ln Sinιapo悶， h(l\vever , "這 ina had hitkr experiencc of whilc pcoplo's raci且l

dlscrimin"tionιmu hypocrisics. Hcr lifc over thcrc was not happy at all hccause "her 

tca叫叫 s üid not undcrstand hcr nulurc，叩d t加 cducati個叩dcd m a sccnc of humiliation 

ill !lll ou(hursl (_I f ('ontçmpt from whilL' peor1e for hcr mixcd blood"(42). Gradua_l ly , 1t 

begins to da\N l1 upon hcr that it is morc important to reali ;rc hcrsclf as a human bcing than 

to he a make-hèlievc Eumpean. \Vi出 tllls awarcne肘， shc rClurns to Samhlr 訂)已xpcct a 

pcaccful rcfugc 10 hcr hcart. l\'uncthc ]css , shc is disap戶linted bcc <lu間 her parcnls' loveless 

marnagc 山rns oul to bc an extrcmc unhappinc:兮兮 which fills thc homc with confl叫， mutual 

ωnL乙mpl anJ hatn:d. For yl~a心 Nin ，，1_ has stood helwec!l hcr Europ\划1 father and her Malay 

lT! othcr '\vith mmc hcart \A' ondcring ;lnù angryι泣的c fact of hcr own cxi.l， kocc叫(1 51 ) 

Thou巨 h Alm,JYcr JOV(:s h盯， he does nol ll!1dcrstand hιr at al l. His lovc aCll_w_l ly 的

cgc比cntric and pυsscssivc bccausc hç rcgards h叫 as an cxtension o[ him.)clf <lod an 

inslrument to sulisfy 1m v:.tl11 ly. l\ina becom叫仙Na[C th此 shc has lo dcpcnd upon herscH 

to achievc hcr r叫1 idcmity ,<hat 1扒出巳 rnust havc hcr own wishcs and valucs independcnt 

()f her fathcr's \0 f!nd a mcaningful 引起叩d an appropriate modc of exi此nce for herscJ f 

Otherwise , she is 1ikcly to run into lhc same pitfalls that have trappcd h巳r parcnts 

Aççordingly、 hcr consc1ousncss of ego iòentity grows .)trongcr and stronger day aftcr day, 

which dl汗、 es hcr lo embark 011 a stagc of mor<ltorium to integratc herself and her fulurc 

I\ ina's pCl 品onal obsρrvatíons u.nd 巳xpencrιc~ motivatc her [0 idcntify hcrsclf w1th the 

ì\1,day part of hcr hereòity and ahandon thc w j-utc in!也ritancc of her ~uropean falhcr 

h，古已泣山c shc disco'!已的 tha【 .~he i品 not of thc whitc racc and bctw..::cn the Wh1tCS anò h<:r, 

"thèl己的 al.\ o a harTicr lhat nothing can rcmovc'.(179). Thc dcracinated and dcgcnc印記 slatc
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Outcu~t us Protagonist: The Identity pfoblcm in ]oscph Comud's Almaycr\ Folly 

of hcr fathcr who ín hcr e戶s is " a traditionlc“ fathcr walking about amongst piú'glls , \vith 

his head in thc c! ouò .s, W問k， irrcsolute, and unhappy"(42)γe5巳mbks a mirror, signifying 

that lifc based on delusion , supcriority complcx，立即solution imd impracticality can only 

lead 011巳 to (Esillusion rather than any achicvcment. For !eading a meaningful lifc of hcr 

0' 泣， shc must be rcalistic enough to do wh&.t sht\ ca:l. Sambir has turnc忌。uttobca

colo!1ial world riùden with grccdiness, connict and stagnat叩n wherc pL旬ple arc inclincd 10 

be devalucd and depcrsonaìized, so remaining in it is just likc waiting tG be turned into 

叩otllc: lost souL On that accou肘， latcr , when mccring Dain Maroola and finòing a truly 

affó;tioinate relat主onship with hiæ , a fresh sen5c of desüny is stirring in h盯 Shc krwws 

Lhat thc truc love wil1 be a peacc::ul refugc for hcr hcar:, giving hcr hope, confidcncc ;md 

sust血也ng force likc ar. anch肘， 50 she rC501utely cho田es to nm off ，叫出 D l!in 10 a taraw叮

non-colon:al world to seek a nc\v lifc 

Even A;maycr himsclf at last ch,'E_ges his aìtitu郎 ;md hclps Nina and Mar叩;a Oce by 

Jeading them to thô modh ()f the rÌ\!I,;:r. Somc rcaòer.s may fccl puz/.lcd a叫1 asic Why docs 

Almaycr want to 00 that s三叫e ?-.'ir:a's depanure is such a hιélVy blDW to him? Som.: critics 

ccntend that it is Almaycr's racial pridc that dr~、郎 hiæ to of:.''er hclr to Nina antl Dain 

because hc cannot to1era.te the dcrision üf whitc men finding his Gaughter with a Malay.5 

But if 間， how should we eX ;:Jhtin Alm已ayer' .s own maniage w.\th a Malay girl? Jn 此ali 句，

he has tolcratcd the shame of that k叫G for twcnty 且vc y吃ars n: Sambir. Thcn why should 

hc carc at叩ut it so much this timc? So 出己以lnlention that anributcs Almayer's acllon to htS 

racial pride i5 not rcasonablc. Comparati.vcìy可 thc cor,çcpt of ide;;tity cnåhlcs 叫 to m迫中ret

it more convinçingly , We may in1'cr ~hat Al:!laycr m~st havc heen Doved by r-; ina's 

re.sohalw ar;d couragc to ach也ve hcr real identity and m~anwhile， hc In;Jst huve awa}æd to 

his own miserahlc si t.uaüo :1 as a :nartal 011 the fringe W!10 has becn ch2.ined 10 Samhlf for 

twen1y-five years in a de也cinatcd and ide"ütyles 、 state. How c在n hc let Nina fall anothei 

vic~;m to thc circumstances like 而且 since _Kina 泌的II thc ooly onc he really loves in the 

玖 orld? Hc has loved her cver since in an cgoce叫i1C way，且 Nina clearly tdls him. Now hc 

knows he is wrcng ünd 1】己也ust co:n三 αlsate for it. Thcrcfo間， it is the awakcning of 

Almayer's consc令ousnc 、 s in iden-;_ity th:òt motivates h;m to heìp l\'ina and Mamola to lcave 

Sa叫了;1' to seek a fuiftlling life rat~cr f;;an l:is raciai pride 

?何ina's confronting her fathcr and 口jec Lir; g him regardle5s 01' his sufferings and the 

nonn of filial picty seems toO 叫了d-hearted. But in pmçtiçe 泣的 nothi時間rprise if we 

perceive the shift5 in Nina's inner world: how she has changcd and devclopcd hcrself 

through a long struggle from forcclosurc to moralo:ium to identity achievcmen l. She 
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knows c1early that shc must p 己 r5lst m 叫1月a path of her own instcad 01' subjι~cling to thc 

onc h巳 r father has imposcd upon hcr bccausc i11 cωηparison ， idcntity achievcmcnt is mure 

>mp況~l:ml than filialloyalty , [可 she has once toJd hCfsclf that after a11 it is hcr own life; it is 

going to bc hcr 1ife anù shιhas to live on herself, Robcrt Langbaum冶 worùs are 

noteworthy when he points out thal the word îdenüty has; b巳 corr】巳 a badge of contc血porary

rclcvance , th"t our sor:iety has becn callcd an identity 5 可Gictj'， and that "the young，的 thc

C 弓 nstcrnation of their parcms , givc a higher priority to realizing thcmselvcs as human 

bcings than tü making a sw,;ccss ‘"“reers" (3). 1'\ina's casc perhaps can bοrcgardcd in this 

hgh t. from the foregoin巴， as far as thc two protagonists in the s心ry are C011ι~rned ， wc 

can 紀e that what has prωccupicd thcm basically is thc identity issue. Pcrhap5 somc may 

wonder why Conrad is so concerned about 1hc idcnlity problem. Why is he so OC吼叫l:LÌ hy 

it'l 1、hc answcr lics litcraily in his pcrsonal background and li[c expericnces 

In 1he 1ightυf hi~torical-biographical pcrspcctiv乳白e parent-chi!d relalion油ip bet、吋cn

Almaycr and _;\Jina is reminisccnt of that of Conrad and his father Apollo or Poland hccaus巳

young Conraù haù also gonc through slmilar struggles 1ikc ~ina'治 durin在 his formative 

ycars. Almaycr is lhc ficlional cou立 tcrpart of Apollo , whercas Nina is that of Conrad. Of 

ζourse it is diffiçu]t to cstabJish a onc-to-onc relationship bctwcen the author's lifc anù hi:; 

fictional characters or cvents. \Ve can only say that Conrad appcars in lhe Ctction undcr 必C

gUlse 01' diffcrent rol叫 to revcal hi5 own prohlem anù his perceplion ahout man and 

cxistencc. fl: is characlcrs partially projcct himself、 partaking 01' som已出pccts of his 

pcrsonalily. Mostly , what Conrad writ叫 lS sdf-intcrpretativc，站立aro1d Bioom puts it, 

"Endlcss1y cnigmalic as a pcrso11ali1y and as a formidablc moral character, Conrad 

pcrvadcs his ()wn hook.'. , a prescncc n叫 \0 he put hy , an elusivc storytella who yCl secms 

\0 wnte a conllDUOUS 叩iritual autohiography"(5) 

Conrad was the ünly son of Apollo Korzcniow此 i ， a famous Poli可，h writcr and ardcnt 

patnoLl巳 rcvo]utiOl1l st against thc Russian rule in Poland.o Both Apo !lo anci hi~ wi t"c 

sacrificcd their livcs 1'01' lhcir causc in exilc. Conrad haù long h品 n imbu時d with thc 

f巳yolutional ldcal and flolish hcrilage. His prcoccupation with identíty was (.'_ Ji[elong 

oh紀曰 ion roüted in hiιexpcncm.: 闊別nce childhood. When hc was horn , Ilis fathcr 

h剖 toweù thc Chri~tian namcs Jozef Teodor Kowad 芷O rJ:心niowski UpOlì him whic泊，

accOI山ng lO Czcslaw M址()心， "symboli出s thc anti-Russian lïghter and rcslstcr" (Mîlosz 

37). 1n addition , Apollo paltÌcularlyαnnposcd a poem to exprcss his p這 lnotíc allegiancc 10 

Pohmd and his grι:al eXDectalion 1'or his 川11y son 

Bc a Pol已 Q叫 td1 yourse1f 
That you arc wÎlhout :l cO Llntry , wìthout 10、 C ，
、Nithout a homeland, wíthout humanity. 
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As long as Mother Polaml is in the grave 
Without her thc凹的 no s8.lvatiol 
、Vith that Ù10ught grow in couragc! 
Give hcr and yourself immorta1ity\ U活cyer ， 65-6)7 

τbc import of 曲的 pocm is quitc onvious. Apollo had implantcd tbe sccds of Polish 

patnotim 阻dre、叫utlOn凶 ideal in Conrad's hcart since his infancy. He wanted his son to 

fo11ow !1îs pa:h to be a brave palriotic fighter to continuc fighting against thc Russian, ,mò 

funhcrmOi刃， to pursuc glory ;.:nò immom.lily i盯 Mother 趴)lm，d and himsel f. After his 

parcnts dicd , Conrad was !iving unù叮 ιhe supcrvisÍl叭。f his rdative可 1n 1874, as a 

seventccn-year-old man , Conmd was a!so faccd with thc identity crisis--tl1c statc of hcing 

uncertain ahout himself and his future. Hc 了自olvcd to build a nev.'lifc by J問ving Poland 

;'or Francc tù he a self-exιle. Eis relatives tricd hard to dissuadc him from his intenüon, hut 

finaJJy allowcd him to go his own way. 1'h斗t symboìized lh巳 beginning of Conrad's phasc 

of moratorium m which hc W<1.\ engaged in a ]υt of searc!也可 and st:ay1l1g" lo dcvclop 

himsclf. 

As evidcr 即位 by what he had donc in the COl.irSC of his lif(二， ConraJ was cssentia l!y a 

man with Polonism--Polish national、sm ， or 川 an allachmcnt t,l ?。此nd ， i的 tradition札

刮目凹的缸ld ideals"(Szc月pi，en 22). Hc w的 well awarc of Ü1C douhle mc叫ing of his name 

and his mission 山 his motherland. In an intcrvicw , hc nad cxplicitly exprcs.~ed his loy斗lty

to Poland,“The English critics--to he sure I am in fact an Eng!ish wnter--in discus.\ing mc 

always add that there is 叫mèthing :n me that is incomprescnsihle. un[athomablc, 

impalpable. You 1'or one can 油1把自己間lpalpahle，叫n unde凹tand the unfathomahle. It的

Poìonism" (Szczypicn 22) In addilion , WhCll he was in Bohemia 、vith his unck Tadew帖，

he had also disclos > d his hcarl-felt conn巳ction with Poland 

I a!ways remcmber whl.tt you said whcn J wa:.: ìcaving Cracow: '豆cmcmher'
you said-- "whe，'cver}'的i.i may sail you arc saiìing towar也 ?oland!"

τbat 1 havc never forgou間， anG nevcr wi l! fl伽 get l (Najder 206) 

Zdzislaw Najder remarks that Conrad must havc carried within him all his !ifc "a 

haunting mema!imageo[Poland..(5).Moreaccuratcly.itlnight he said that Conrad l11ust 

have carried within 出m a hiologicalìy gcnctic Joad Cünsi叫ing of his fathcr's wishes , thc 

PoEsh herita阱， and racial memori品， "vhich had bccn tra~smllted i:!to a holy çommilment 

to his nation. J n 位1is sep.sc , Conrad w品出deed a man born with a dream because sincc hi品

birth, he had been destincd to stmggle for hi .s ccuntry, family and hi ll!sej f. :--rev叮lhclcss

due to his quitting Poland and hecomi"g Anglicize止 he had been misunderstl 扣。d by his 

ccmpatriots who cO l:sidered bim an ethnic traìtor abandoning his patriotic 心usc and 
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national identil y8. Cunrad had not dc ft::ndcd himscl[ directly nml dearly , hut vin his fictio口，

the motive 01' his actions should be illuminat巳 ù to a g阻at extent 

Mctaphorically 叩caking ， the novel Almaycr' s Folly can b巳 read 出 an analogy 01 

Conrad's amhivalencc toward his fath叮 and his naliveland. lt has impl、citlyexplicateu

why Conrad chosc to quit Poland în 1874 tυιo ahroad. The me治 nge hehind lhe :,tory 

should he: Conrad knew that as thc son of a rcvolutionist, hc would ncver havc ~ ch阻囚的

achi山 e anything great in thc Russian-dominakù Poland. AlJd at that timc Poland was so 

、札ak and hopcleios just like thc rotten colonizcd Sambir that rcmaining in it was taηtamount 

to waiting for pcrishmen t. Conrad had w山lC1豆、eù how his parcnts and 叩lative 可 were

destroycd under an insurmOlln1ahle power. Apυ110 VJ的 a heroic idealist , "vlolent in 

cmotions, impractîcal in IllS deeds , of[，巳 n helple.'的 and un間sourc巳ful"(Mey巳r21).Hi治

!ragcJy mus! havc awaked Conrad 1υthe lc叫叩 th:1 1 violent revolutio J1 oa.\ed on romantic 

heroism cou!d noL work out in gjorifying Pol叩d. Jn吼叫Ù ， it tended to r凶ult in dîsasLe l' 

Conrad did rcspect and cling to ApoJlo's nohlc anJ patriolic iJealism. Bnl Apo l1o's 

sacrifice appeared to him as a ShCCf wastc of precious life and talen t. Thcrc[orc , rathc叫han

stay in Poland to follow hlS farhcr's heroic out impractical path , hc wOllld takc an 

un札iaslcful and realistic way to purSllC his idcals throllgh lhc act of leaving Poland and th巳

act of writing in English9 rcgardlcss of thc commonly held vi 己w that hc was an ethnic 

traitor who had h巳 tray巴 d his fatherland and nohJc çausc. In actualily九 Conrad never tried Lo 

deny Apollo'~ pa1ri仙c cause. He just tried to gct himself Ollt of thc llegative 叩d 山rk sidcs 

of his way 01' liìc. WI旭n considered in 1h的 lig悅，亡。nrad's 品en心 ble and hrav巳 choicc ， likc 

ì\lI1 a'勻， wa~ far frorn 叩 act of bClrayal, out all 斗çt 01 self-prcservation and a 叫ep to pursuc 

morc positive valucs of lifc 

τhc carly Conrad was partaking 01' the lmpraclical and imaginative qualitic 、 of thc man 

01' Almaycr's type!O. But in hls twemy-ycar-long wayward carc凹， he b ad lcarned from 

ddlerem peopJc he mel 叩d therehy CO !l.'荒山ntly 閃shapcd him此lf 10 he a malurc m叩 10 this 

sel1間， his crealing Alm叮叮 aSldεfrom re l1ccting his fatl叫 S C<bC call hc al叫 vievvcd as a 

self- introspeιtion which offered him an in.:.ight in10 his 0\，， 11 已xlstmg 比a1u.~ 肘 a displaced 

man. Tf ;-..Jina s叩門l repreS l'nts Conrad 品 strugglmg to locatc his oriεntation in ]J fc , 1hcn 

Almaycr's signals Conrad's self-cxamination and cfforl lO rid hjm.~clf of hlS charactcr 

dcfcηcts: lmpractica!i ly , dclusion and inconstancy 

A 如此hcr rcad ll1 g o[ Conrad's works will find that in Lord Jim , Conr叫 hωag:am

lI nco叫rcù his p叮，'chological state and 叭叭011 01' idcntity lhro \l gh crcating Jim :lnu th 己 Pa!na

lIlciùcn t. The protagonist 1im dcscrls thc Palna hy jllmping into a lil已boat. vvh已re:l.-; Conrad 

dcscrted Poland hy talung 叫 a slandlllg jump Ollt ()f hlS racial surrollndings o.nd 

ass\)ciations"(Pcrsonal Rccord 121). TI1(' n凡mc "?atl~a" ， nccordlnε[0 some cntlC.\ 
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rG~Gmhlcs I-'olsku(?叫斗nd)"(\.:orf 16_1-6) O[ "Patna(falhcrl且nd III Pυ11sb)" (弘Jlilos J' 219) 

rh吼叫gg山ts lhat Jim's _iump {)ff from th己 Patna 悶P' 已s(:nts Conrad's dCSl;ltillg his 

Clthc!land hccausG J\llan c1 was 叫 hl)p 三Ies~ and ru呵山 thεPatna. Only hy I叫v>月 it c()uld 

11 1.': sa丸 e hUllSclf i"rO !n degè.Dcnniυn and èci 日g dcslroycod. Alld Swin's lamous "Dl~s(ruc\lvc 

EkmcnL叫 specch ， in tcrms of idcntity p(~rSflecti\ 巳， can be <;1.':叫 as a d(~.\ign to dcmo l1 strulc 

仁。ηraù's higì'_ll位ht on pranicality , auaptahili吟， anè p厄rSlst己ncc

\Vhen Conrad dClcnnincù to dcvote hnll.\df 10 wnting 111 H~94， hc had í'ü- ~üall:y endcù 

hi.\ periud of llloratoritllli and rC3clled thc status 0 1" ick、ntilyachic叩m郎、 i. Jn him wc jïlld an 

extl('m巳ly ideali泣1c anci y叫 μthe sau,c timc cKtrcmcly r凶hSlic atti1t,lk (U\vard idcntity 

fmmation. Since th::n , \v…iting h且d h~com巳 h法 anchOf i的 lirc to which hc c()(1 ld .\ublì'- Ít 

hi lTI間1f and fJ Olll \\.叫ch he ùcri、'ed a s巳 1SC l) f iè巳nlificatio !l， swbility anυcohcrencc 

CO flJ aò's \vlfc ]c"SH' ha也工ccnilcd 'rJ h l_T josepfl CO !l r凶I /i_.\ .[ ;'{!叫外 llilll ， 叫 I;is \vf1() !C 

aUitude o i" lifc wa .', npp(ßl~d 10 any idclì 叫 rc哎 ilC 皂恥 c thc imprc叫 i (1 rl ()f conlinuous 

rcsl1 I.': ssncs.'、" (70). Aft己r undelgoing a lol orups anù dmvη 約 in life, tlll' !aL;: Conrad lwd 

tun了已d out to hι a typical idl三ali.~(-reali.'， t who kne\v hm、 to imm巳rsc in his goul aml ho玖 t0 

halldlc approp口，l( cly thc "dcstnlClÍve demcn!" iηhaffl_ing .~lt Ll atllJn WI th 111:-; own 

COllVlcll。可 Eis ncrs;.\lcn( cnd此可以!自 n二、 ultcd m rr-叫 v-t\'.i() ,cmarkahlc fic: lOnal \vnr~(、
且 d

which ha、 c ma(!L~ I D1 nlcnSιcm竹 J 】 tJ\J tiOll tυlÌlc ulrichm(;nt or Ellglish I1 t叫 aturc ;\:,_d 

凶1的h可hed hi.\ irilInOrtJI positio !1 a~ 且巨γcat Polish-LngJish vvritcr in th匕 world

八ιcordinEly 可。n th已 grounus uf the extrimic unu lIl lrinsic cxplυlatHll1 S，、九?已 lìnJ that 

.4. 11月ayer'.r F，ο ll_v i.\ I:s.\entwlly an impll叫ιmt tlovd dcaling wlth tbc' iucntil)' proh1cm which 

humaIiS aH: hùVUl g to face. Thîllugh UCpiC lÌilg thc s• ury of Lh.~ l) ul已 1St protag()m.q~ ， t且已

1蚓、巳1 has ol'_\cn:d a sali~~nt casc study of mall'.\ ldcn::Ly ~;talus(~s as wcll as (、 omaù's

psychohiswry <l S a sclf- nilcd i\ nglυ。honc wntcr (、()l1 rad oncc slatcO lhat 1, wa心 his 且汀l

bltion "10 makc Pol“h lifc enlLT Engllsn lilcraltEC. . ln thc c()u r.~e of dcvelupmcnl the innc; 

swry ()f m叫t my boob wiU comc out--a surt of litcrary confcssio l1 QS to the SOLHC <.ÒS as 

wdl as the alms"(S/:c?yplcn 14) 、 Ve Jisco 、'cr thaL Conrad dld na,'"c uc1l!1ed hi 刊 idGIlLl ty by 

cmhodying his 巳xperlenc(、 in his fi(;tiorl uccording to his conccpt of lifc :md by 

l叫mforming himself p:mially in iO diffcrcnl rol山 lU express 111$ inwa叫 V()!CC心、 rcgar dlfl也

hi心 cxislcntial phght 汙 is _i Ollffl(:Y ()f life cunsistcd mainly in u procc~~ 01 ldc Jl tii)" 

forcclosu只.:， iùentity mor:.norium , and idcntity achH.~vellwn t_ :t was such a d巳tour Wh lCh 

叩pcarcù su ul1usual and 圳 obliqu巳 yct at 甘心叫lte tU11l:叩山口tli.~tic and so reallstic I 
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Notcs 

1.See E.H. Erikson , Childhood und Society (~ew Yor;.ζW.W. ~()rt叫.1 & Company、

1985) 

2.As for the connotativc meaning 01' this passage, 1 ha、/c consultcd Ccdric 、Natts , A 

Preface to Conrad (New York Longman 1恥， 1982) ， pp.1JI-2 

方 Joscph Conrad , Almayer's Folly , ed. Jaqucs Bcrthoud(New York: Oxfonl UP , 1992) , 

p.15. Furthcr pagc rcfcrence is to 出的 cdition and is hcrcafter CÍtcd in the t巳xl

4.Citcd by E.11. Forster, p.85 

5.Both Watts 叩d Be吋loud hold that it is Alm叮 cr's racial pride that motivatcs him to hclp 

Xina and Dain l1cc. Se 占 Waus ， p.122 and Bcrthoud , p.xxxy 

6.My life skctch of Conrad is bascd on: B.C. :v1cycr , Joseph Conrad: A PsvchoQlw!ytic 

Biograph.y (Princeton 巳 P， 1970) and l\onnan Sherry , Conrad (Thames and Hudson 

Ltd. , 1988) 

7.Cited hy M叮叮， pp.65-6 

R.For 巳xamplc， a Polish woman writer Eliza Orzeszkowa aLtackcd Conrad openly hy 

saying that he had abandoned hi .s national idcntity and written 1'01' m叫花y. Scc Meycr) 

p.65 

9 .The1'e are different vicws about the rcason why Conrad chose ro writ巳 in English and 

become Anglicized. Comparatively, Sc 弓 young Chon's contention 吐1 :1t hecausc English is 

"a lcading langua在e with world-wide innllenιc which might gain a widcr and more 

sympathetic heating fo 1' the Polish voice, and be 己 ause England was a [crtilc: ground for 

realizing his selfhood in rclation to thc natíon and through it ultimately [0 thc pr叫剖 S of 

world history" appears to be morc acceptab le. Sec Sooyoung Chon , "Imperialism as 

Mctaphor in Joseph Conrad's Fi cLion ," Doctoral disscrtation , U of 恥"iichigan 、 19日后，

pp .41-2 

IO.According to the hlOgraphical information , afOllnd 1877, Conrad had cngaged in 

smuggling a.rms to Spait】凹d to South Amc .rica to m沾:c quick money，叩d was invoJvcd 

in a dual for a woman. Lat(汀， hc took part in the gambling al Y10nte Ca.rlo and lüst all 

his moncy , ~n dcbt, he evcn attcmpted to sh叫)t himsctf. ll1esc dcmonstratc that young 

Conrad was stiU partaking the character def巳cts of Almayer ur his father Apollo. Scc 

Shcrry, Conrad. 
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仁 utcast 叭叭叭叫oni， t: Thc fdcntLlv Prohkm >10 J(h"ph 門叩川1\ ，且可 n'， :"olly 

的 C~'k， S ci lcd 

Benhoud.βqllL.~. "[nlloduCliu l1." Almarer',\ }-<叫作三d. Jaqlles lkrthuud. :.Jnv Yurk 

(hfoιd l;P. 19LJ2 

BIOO!ll 七a訂)Id. ed. J()叫')h Cmu叫到cw York: Chcbca I ir州已 Pllhlis Ìlcrs. 199fj 

8radlll仙k. .:vLC Jο叫Jh ( ρnmr1: PO!rlflll'S h'ng1rsh (削叫叮叮叮ridg，; UP. 19 孔 l

Cbon , S()o)"oung 尸 l Il PL' [l川lsm a.~ 丸f巳l.aphor in J川enh Conrad'g }-<ict Hì n 叫 D Ol.:tOjdl

已 ISSl'rtmiu !1 ~;。一叫ilJ;: l':<lTl. 1086 

CunralL Jo叩ph J υ 1'1 Jim. N<.:\vγOTk: \\ .V/. :\!ur(O I1 é 三 ('ompany. ìnc.. 1 ')(1日

A i'!'rsmw! R l' cord. J\I:allb()lυ V<.:fm()llf,: JV 扎扎bυτ。 ['1 心情， 19討2
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