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John Sear1e may be right in that 20th-centuηAmerican education has regularly 
pronounced i臼elf as being in a state of crisis , from the aftershock of Spumik to the 
era of "Johnny Can't Read" (85), yet the discourse of crisis since the 1980s seems 
to have increased both in intensity and complexity in recent publications within the 
field of literary studies. While the characterization of what that "crisis" is varies 
from one 叮叮ic to another; for once , a11 seem to be anxiously calling attention to the 
prese泊t state of that discipline , which many agree , though based upon quite different 
diagnoses , is in dire need of housekeeping 

The intensity of the crisis discourse concerning the state of litera叮 studies in 
the US m叮 have much to do with the discursive conver直ence of various social and 
poJitical forc自 on the one academic field that has come to be seen as offering opti 
mal room for cultural-political debate. The contest for the power to fomml前ejinter

pret the alleged cnsis thus constitutes the vicissitudes of a hegemonic process in 
which involved parties struggle to create a sort of "world picture" in which the shape 
of litera叮 studies is to locate its point of reference. And as comparative studies of 
the discursive maneuvers su汀ounding institutionaJ change could shed li且ht on the 
varied function an吐 operation of discourse within different culturaJ and institutional 
contexts , the 口的is discourse generated by the P[olitical] 亡[orrectness} dcbate in the 
US could verγwell serve as a point of departure from which reflections could be 
done upon the mstitutional status of an廿 the hegemonic process suηounding English 
studies in Taiwan 

"Crisis" of Culture 

Pa口icipants in the cultural politicaJ debat巳 in the CS are not unaware of the 
gravity of its impact. Michael Berubc keenly observes that by 1993 位IscurSlve

maneuvers initiated by the cuJtural right had already successfully "altered the te付am

of American cultural politics" to such an extent that various developments on the 
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cultUíal and political sc凹lCS have come 10 be secn as malicious facc~ of the sa叩c

bcast , namely continental philosophy 可 'Nh叫c contcmpora可 cmbodimcnt is to bc found 
in none othcr than lhc thrivin且 theories in the field of I 】[巳rary studie.'、(l2)， Thus 
what bcgan in 1988 as 血liberations by thc Academic Scnate to change or retain thc 
e1且ht-year-old "core rcading list" (of 15 æquired w口tem cla1明的 plus other major 
v/Ork吋 for thc Wcstcrn cÍvili/âlioD cou:-se rcquired of all fre...hmcn at Stanford 
Univcc~ity 泣 curricul叮 reform gearcd mainly 10\vardηcw conccms w i thin thc li tcra叮
profε品ion as wcll as toward changing configurations of thc studcnt population 
quickly dcvcloped into a nationalιebate when thc cultural right effectivcly charactcr 
眩目i thc curricular refonn as a cnsis that would ìead to no less than "the dccline of 
the W的1" (Gates & Clifton) 

Such accusations certainly would nol stop at thc gatc of individual campuses 
rhc "pl叫t ，" a l1 cgedly ini Liated by crhnic minoriries and fl臼ninists to deprcciate the 
c1 a~晶晶， thus puttin且 an end to long-standing culmral values，的 lraced all the way 
back to the radical movemenls cf lhc 1960s , whjch arc said to havc given birth to 
thc national policy of affîmlalivc action (\ovhich thc right has long denouJJced as 
"reveJSe discriminatîon") and thc socìal mo、!cment fOï cqual rights for womcTl (which 
\h巳 right dccm~ as ljkc、;./l se 【lisfüpling the merit 叮 stem in cmploymcnt and cducation) 

Couchcd within such a dL.,coLlrse ()f cLlltural decline and political conspiracy、 thc

cu付icular rcform a! Stanford and slmilar changes in other univcrsitîes take on a new 
signific叫ce. To thc cultmal righl , thc refonns arc clear signs of a collcctive ìoss of 
nervc an且 faith in Am叮îcan edu叫 1凹， which capitulates to idcological dcmands an且
thus lowers imcllcctù.al standards. The r，巳cent institution of speech codcs on somc 
racially sensitive college campuscs in responsc to the incrcasingly frcqucnt exchangc 
of racially provocativc statcment<; is fLlrther perceivcd as ano出叮 plot to intimidate 
those of the conscrvative polìtical pcrsua...ion 

Significantly , antagonism has hc凹的己cted at thc field of litera可 studies

whcrc , aιcording to thc rì且缸， those ethnic rninoritics and fcm凹的“ havc been brcw 
mg lheiγradical ideas under thc banner of postmc吋ernism ， "a strange radical ideol 
ogy that dccrÍe~ the Unitcd Statcs and the Wcst a~ hopclcssly oppre叫ivc and lhat 
focuscs 011 lhe rcaction叮y prcjlldic的 of Westem cultu時". il1 placc of this wcstern 
cultu缸， the radicals a11egcdly emphasi缸 "hyp巳rethni city , Afroccntrisr叭 and other 
notîons of thc avant-gar:dc" (Bcrman 2-3). Such fundarncntal 的i ft :o. in tone and in 
approach可 pcrceived as taking place in thc bcdroclc of Ameηcan cult阻al education 
t甘hc En暐且lis咄h s叫\uι出1C的， 叩d \咐h【叫叫扎)u唱且h扣t to b出e 1汀肌nl凹ffi1山u氾a叫I \叩o t血hc coηt旭e叩mp抖laιtJ凹vc and hu叩1r盯I口ma缸叩III凶s\臼】 G
s泣t叫y of 1山r阻at山u盯r記'e and cu叫1\山u山un凡正

And a缸s r阻cc 巳 nl develo叫prr虹lCnls în thc ficld of Iitcrary studies come to bc discursively 
pl的cntcd as the 1'Oot of all evil , cngcndcring unfaimes鈍。r incquality alon呂 sexual or 
racial lines in addition to downright unpatTiotic conccpts--such a characteri J:ation taps 
right into thc deeply ingrained sense of uneaslness fclt by many Amcricans in a timc 
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of economic and political stagnation , an uneasiness that culminated in the by now 
infamous "P[olitical] C[orrectness]'> debate, making its way onto the covers or lhe 
front pages of nation-wide journals and newspapers in the fall of 1990 

The cultural context in which imellectual developments in the field of literary 
swdies would come to be regarded as of national importance has been prepared by 
another series of crisis-sounding discourse in the previous decade. In 1984, William 
Bennett , then chairman of the National Endowment for the Human的口， ha可 criticized

the lack of focus and standards in university education in a pamphlet called To 
Reclaim a Legacy. The unexpected best sellers of Allar> Bloom's The Closing of tfte 
American Mind (1 987) and E. D. Hi閃出 s Cultural Literacy: Wh叫 Every American 
Needs (0 KnOlV (1 987) added a sense of urgency to the dec1 ining quality of American 
culture and brought the 時間的 to a wider public beyond the confines of the academia 
These and other documents point thelf fingers at the humanities , English studies in 
particular, for the gradual disintegration of a comrnon culture or ideal for Americans.1 

Accor出ng 抽出的口洽1S discourse, changes in the curriculum and course offerings for 
the past 15 to 20 years have created an education program in which the classical 
texts have increasingly be巳n put on the back burner while theoretical analyses and 
the so-called minority works , works that are conside間d by these 叮泊的叮山cs to be 
not of comparable quality , have come 10 comrnand critical attentÌon and peda且ogical

popularity. It is within this context of diminishing control over the curriculum as 
well as shifting emphasis in research and pedagogy that the right situates the crisls 
of cu1ture/literature. 2 

From Cultural Heritage to Institutional Wel卜Being

Whether or not curricul盯 reforms in the western civ course would lead to a 
dedine in the great American cultural heritage is certainly not a question to be 
settled empirically. Yet even before and during the time when the cultural right was 
launching its attacks , members of the literary profession themselves had already been 
proposing imerpretations that would help illuminate the se臼ning crisis state of confu 
sion in which they found their own d>sciplíne. Such self-refleλive discursive efforts 
thus inadvertently form a line of defense , however feeble , against the assaults of the 
right, displacing questions of cultural heritage , which may furth巳r divide the literary 
comrnUll1旬， with questions of institutional well-bein臣. which seek to establish a sensc 
of solidarity within the community 

Wi l1 iam Cain , for one , zerocs in on the widespread feeling of discontent and in 
some places bitterness in English studi凹 which he thinks derives from the 
沌。nfusions an位 inequalities at the ceηter of the discipline" (247). In Cain' s delin 
eation , the privilege and attention that have been accorded the increasingly prosper 
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ing theorists have at the same time isolated the由 within their own discourse , leaving 
little attention to the main pedagogical and critical realities of daily operations in the 
fiel吐 In other words , it is the duty of the new theorists to concretize their revolu
tionary reconceptualizations into workable and teachable pedagogies if any integrated 
approach to the reform of En且lish studies is to be achieved 

While Cain characterizes this lack of communication 品 an unfortunate "gap 
between pedagogy and research" (248) for which he thinks the theorists must shoul 
der a m吋or portion of responsibilit抖， others attrîbute the co血血。mcatlOn cnS1S m 
1iterary studies to an institutional setting in which the pressure of specialization and 
professionalization has nudged out any possibility of disciplina可 integration. Since 
the mid-80s , researchers have been grappling with the institutional h的to叮 of Eng1ish 
studi間， a sign that the identity and operation of the litera叮 institution is becoming 
increasingly problematic. These studies illustrate that the historical developrnent of 
the literary institution did not ernerge frorn any coherent educational philosophy or 
cultural project , but evolved as an accidental result of various historical and material 
conditions，目rving to fulfil the "vision of national , cultural unity" at critical histori
cal moments (Graff, Professing 71; Lindenberger 153), or routinizing the flow of 
research grants and promotional requíremen臼 at another (Culler 29-37). Thus , 
whether to justify its continue注 rmportance m an aca出口lìc marketplace ìncreasingly 
盯iented toward practicali句， or to demonstrate its ameliorative function in a society 
riddled with problems of linguistic and cultural diversity (often times inte可reted as 
"lin直uistic and cultural deficiency'.), the field of English studies has found it easy to 
adjust to and accommodate various demands by simply creating 口ew programs or 
courses. For many , herein lies the c凹的。f litera可 studies: in this gradual process 
of mere aggregation , "the proliferation of fiel血 has happened in a way that para 
lyzes conflict and community and terminates accountability tO outsiders'. (Graff, "The 
University" 65) 

The seemingly haphazard developments in literary studies rnay be imputed to 
what Gerald Graff has described as "professional opportunisrn刊 (Pro[essing 80) , yet 
even as such, the opportunism is born of an institutional context, which Jonathan 
Culler has aptly called "the entrepreneurial structure of universities" (40). According 
to Culler, U.S. universities , in an effort to win visibi1ity and intellectual respectabil 
ity , has adopted the capitalistic mode of expansion of production by allocating lar.且e

sums of funds to establish scho1arly journals, bold 叮mposiums and conferences , and 
provide visiting professorships , all of which prove receptive to 市ew contributions" 
to ~he fie1d. Increases in undergraduate enrollment in the 60s 阻d 70s a1so 
contributed to the dramatic expansion of courses and programs , thus making easy 
provlsions to accommodate varioüs new critical possibilities without ever engaging 
exisrcnt approaches. Even pub1ishing companies bent on enl盯ging markets for text• 

book sales chipped in by funding and thus encouraging works which bring forth new 
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critical orìentatioηs. Consequentlyιa whole context i:-. crcatcd whcrc an cmllhasls on 
ncw rcscarch or puhlication as a majorιritcrion for profcss>onal evaluatìon fìnd只 1ts

mat巳rial foundation. Furthcrmorc , whcn sllch imtitulional practices constitutc thc 
vcry op叮ation and idcntity of litcrary studics. cven thosc who criticize 1t admil rhat 
as long 晶晶e entrepreneurial strucl盯e of universitie~ remains in placc. any attcmpt 
to move beyond it would only prove to be one mor巳 addìtinn to that structurc (Culler 
40). For many , .,>uch self-perpemati月叫ructurcs havc hroughr on thc real r:risi :, in 
literarv :,tudie :, 

The encouragement of profcssionalization and 叩ccialization \vithoul simultane 
om effofts for integration and communication m盯 have brought 00 an inunancnt 
cris1S within literary smdies , yet it is widcly aιknowlcdgcd that othcr "real" forces 
盯e also movin且 in to affcct thc sh叩c of literaη~tudies ， thus creating anothcr kind 
nf c:i"is. To hegin with , even the most optimistic arc unablc 10 cscapc the growing 
awareness that shrinking budgets and diminishing financial rcsourccs in the weaken 
ing American economy have made it difficult for thc humanitics , Engli的 studie峙

ìncludcd , to maintain its momcntum of growth sincc the 1960s. 4 ln an agc that 
pnz巳~ marketability and practicality , English swdics is hard prcssed to prove itself 
capable of providing tangihle demoostra1Ïons of rcsult, cithcr in tcaching the lucid 
wrîting stylcs ncc(lcd in a business-dominated woγld. or. at le，叫 m tcaιhing th巳 basic

reading and writing skills desperately nccd叫 by él llléljor world power w1th an l1 nhe 
lievabJ 巳 perccntagc of thc funct lOoalJ)' illiterate (IIo , "Orality" 75-77). Thc burgcon一

ing interest since thc latc 1970!-> lD composition research and variou5 kinds of innova 
tive programs of reading!writin旦出rricd out aggrcssivcly by dcpartment~ ()f English 
rath叮 than by the school of cducatlon--dTamati/e~ tJ11S legitiηlation cri~i~ ， lcavin且

ev凹 less room Cor the Jiberal no1ion of a humanistic lítera叮 education

For many , the impact of recent budgetary crunch UpOtl the disciplinc cxtcnds 
farthcr than mcrely divening fund:-. to support rcscélIch projects and pcrla且 og. 巳al devel
opmcnt~ in thc more "practic叫“ dlrcct lOm. As a mélttcr of fac t. cvcn thosc who are 
not dcpartmcnt hcads havc now rcco且01λ吋叩d :lrc call in且叫tcnt lOn to thc Cact that 
cconomic concerns are taking the lT to l1<III the practical operations of lhe ficld. FOI 
as higher education struggles for "the most efficlcnt use川 of it品 financial r巳 :-.ouγcc~. a 
n巳w class of education managCTS haveωme mto pow巳r since thc ] 970s and series of 
retrenchment measures have been put inro place. V\'hile tl1ey arc fuJly aware t]-lat 
such a "markctplace philo叩phy" i" "more amcnablc to corporate than to ~tudent intcr 
ests" (Lauler 179) , faculty mcmhcrs sccm powerless \vithìn an in~titutional setup 
which puts power 凹的e hands of politlciam and 址dministra10rs hut rctains 1 ittle 
rcspcct for intellectual autonomy 

F巳nhermOl巳 undcr thc prc f.,sure of relrenchmcnt , a gfDwing sense of bittcrncss 
and disillusionmcnt has hecom巳 apparent in the humbled and shrinking e口lploymεm

marketplac巳 of thc English :-.tudie". for the lllcrea~ing aπny of un凹nplo)' 巳d ur occa 
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sionally employ巳d prof，的:-.ionals in En且lish 叫udies has produccd a large population of 
the euphemi~tically called "1巳怖的tabli:-.hed" leache凹， who are consistently locked in 
the "marginal" courscs of mainly b組1C rcading 叩d writing. 5 Thc marιinalization of 
their prof己~sional statu~ a:. untenurcd [aculty , along with thc proletarianization of 
l.heir lives as a result of instability in employment , brings littlc s巳nse of acbicvcmcnt 
or hcpe for thcse profes:-.ionals. Since lhey havc to facc thc day-to-day reality of 
unfulfillin答 teachin且 assignments and ill-prcpared sludents , it has becn noticed that 
many are showing signs of cynlclsm and de、 pair (Lautcr 12). And as hudgct prcs 
sure deepens and an increasing proportion of the litera叮 community suffers from this 
kind of low morale句 sucb a gcncral mood i:-. in no w吋 conducive to thc tcaching of 
lil 巳rature

Disc盯sive fOTITI111ations of 由c cri:-.i:-. of litcraηstudics 已o not stop at disci 
plinary boundaries. If the crisis discouγse of the cultural right has focused attcntion 
upon on-going curricular refoTITI品 10 literary studi巳鈍， and if thc crisis discourse of 
some on th巴1cft has called attention to the material force:有 prescntly re-shaping the 
field , there are still othcrs. who would dcscribe the crisi鈍。f 1 i tcrary st l1d> es in rela
tioo to a much largcr crisis contex t. Alvin Kcmao, for one , ascribcs thc crisis of 
litcrary stlldics to thc widc-sprcad proccss of disintegration of a11 print institlltions 
Kernan eXé1.min自由e new~paper industry and librarics and schools of library scicnccs , 
institutions that have grown up around thc Gutcnbcrg rcvolution , and finds that all 
of 由cm arc s l.i.ffering from rcduced popularity and fuoding (1 0-12). .Evcn the book 
indust丹的 now overfun by thc laws of profitabilit)'; io other words , only thosc 
hooks that promise a sizahle profit margin 且et puhlishcd (Kcrnan 13). As informa 
tion is increasingly made readily availahle mainly through vis l1al images or voiccs of 
tclcvision , radio , and computer monitors--rneans that are favored by the younger 
generation--the once sacred and revered skill of reading secms less and less valued 
And as readin且 recedes into the hackground ()f everyday life, li世間可 studics 
program品 fiod themselves gradually losing hol吐 of thc foundation of their existcncc , 
the onc important justification that ha~ kcpt the programs at th巳 ccntcr of education 
Some of thcsc program:-. arc now 叩der proccss to bc rcstructu問d to teach mainly 
basic writin且 and rcading skills or technical or busincss writin且， skills that arc 
deemed more practical and llseful for purpo只口 of employmeot. Othcr programs have 
ventured înto cultur叫 studie:-. or c0llU11unicati叫1 studie:-. 10 acquire their justification 
for cxistcncc. a movc that for Keman has mcant thc fu口hcr marginalization of litcr 
ary conccms. Thus , in Kcman's some\vhat blc 注 Plctu缸， what began as innovativc 
technological advances have ul1\vittingly creatcd a survival crisis for litcrary studies 
which no 1 imited renovation in curriculum could revers巳

lf the crisis of literary studies can be secn as makiog up pan of the crisis of all 
pnnt mstJtut lO>s. then there lS no rcason why it cannot be locatc且 within cvcn larger 
pictures. Both Patrick Bramlinger and Herben Lindenbcrger believe that the statc of 
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the disciplinc is homologou ,; to that of the :;, ociopolitical contcxt in which it is cmbed
dcd. F缸， as Br阻tlinger cchocs T叮叮， E呀leton ， if the humanities embody the 
profoundöt expression of a SOCiel}、 ideab ， thcn "The crisis > n education on1y 
reflects the largcr criscs of Amcrican and European worl心hegemony" (7) Or, to p111 
it more precisely , "Stanford's recen1 mov巳 toward a more globally oricntcd coursc 
rccognizes al oncc thc inc站出 ingly helcrogeneous make-up {)f thc count丹 s college 
studcnt population and Å,."llcrica's enta旦旦lemcnt in a world cconomy ovcr Wl11Ch it can 
no longer exercisc thc contro1 it once enjoycd" (Lindcnberger 162). In other 、九'ord:-.

the crisis statc of the discipJine ri"cs oul of thc crisis of th 巳 Amcrican socicty as a 
whole , and a . ., such_ the reccnt move in English studie . ., toward the ncw im巳rdisci
plina可 practicc nf culura1 ~1udics--as "a coalcscing movcment , a so口 of magnct 區ath

ering tJ1C various thcorics that now often go under the lahel 'th叩門， into a prohlem 
atic and perhaps imηossiblc 勾引thesis"--presents a positive r巳 sponse to that crü,i:-. 
(Bτantl inger [0) 

lJisplaceme l1t & Ðe臨oc.atizatiol1

These varicd re刊ections '..1pon thc changinιstatus and opcration of thc litcra可

instilution have in:-.ertc吐 a numbcr of variables into the crisis discoursc of the 
cultural right , and ma1' work 10 dilutc thc lattcr's attcmpt to dictatc thc sh叩c an已
dcvelopmcm of lileγary studie ,>. Aftcr all , "Thc lurid rhctoric of crisis seeks to tr泣的一

foml 0盯 S】 tuation from a haples"，巳vcn ridiculous diffu、 ion to a decisivc. fOCllS r:d 
condition of ch{>ice" (Cullcr 43). 10 othcr word‘ thc rhctoric of crisi只 Isawar( 可

issucd forth to gathcr up dispar 1:l te energies so thal some definilc action can b巳 taken

in onc dircction or another. While 則lch cen1 ralizing tendencies io tl1e discour恆。f

crisis usually entail PO\VCT mancuver ,> which mayεvcntualJ y silcncc diffcrenccs and 
producc the discursívc cffecL 0• perpetuat lOg OT cr巳armg uneyual po\"'cr rciat!ons; yet 
at the samc tìm巳 thc participation of divcrsc 、 oices in thc 叮isi ，> dü,cour:-.c at lcast 
draws attcntion to a variety of reJevanl iss \.lcs , thu.~ creatir祖 opportunitics for discus 
sion and/or argumcntation , \vhicb may further clarify and cnrich thc field and 
pcrhaps even work tO\vard bridging thc gaps ()f com叩unication or confrontation lhat 
ma;1y 1n the ficJd have heen calling fnr 

To put it diffc咒 1t11'， within contcxts wl1eTe intcllcctual autonomy und op巳 n

exchanges of opinion diffcrcnccs have bcen more or lc 恰 built into the imtiwlional 
selup as common practicc , thc emergencc of a crisis discourse could , dc~p11e thc 
possible danger of powcr manipulation, lcad to somc form of mobilinlion and 的“

the possible initimion of a denwcratizcd. proccss in which Îh巳 futurc of an academic 
ficld may he debated and ncw 、 lS!OnS may bc fonnulatcd 、Withm Dlhcr ct.J tural 
contexts , howcver, a discouτse of crisis. cspccially whcn it is solely gcncratcd b} 
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forces out :;,idc the acadcmic circ1cs and propagatcd throu且h channels outsidc thc disci~ 
plinc , may bc workin且 onl.y to create conditions in which decision-making processes 
would he monopoliLed and the prolifcration and discu的ion of other possible alterna 
1ives discouragcd 

The ca間 in Taiwan' s English studi臼 programs may provc to be a good exam 
ple , If thc discourse of crisis in English studies has bccome the contested ficld for a 
cllltural-political reconfigllration of thc U,S. on various lcvcls , and members of thc 
litcrary profcssion havc been to various dcgrc 己 s mobili旭d to rcconccptualize the 
們eld ， theo it is a11 the more intercsting to observe the somcwhat oonchalant attitudc 
with which Eoglish studies in Taiwan fac巳s recent changes io the government's 巳duca

tiooal policies , policies that govern the shape aod function of the discipline. To a 
largc cλtent ， English studies programs rcmain quite compos己主 cvcn as a set of 
national conccrns steps up its dcmands for adjustmcnts io thc oature and futurc of 
the literary institution--adjustments that may ve可 wel1 lead 10 a further marginaliza 
tioo of the 叫udy of "lit巴rature ，" whether narrowly or broadly conceived. In fact , 
along with recent developmeots io national education policy , the limited "crisis talk" 
initiated from outsidc the academic circlcs is hoping to creatc an atmosphere of 
public opinion which would sooner or latcr forcc the English studics pro且rams to re 
cxaminc the汀 oncntat lOns

Education Policy & Public Opinion 

Policy ch叩ges have bccn frcqucnt and dramatic in the rapidly evolving socicty 
of Taiwan. Yet , significant旬， recent annouoccmcnts of policy ioitiativcs conccrning 
Taiwan's highcr education have becn con“picuously (coincidcntally?) in tune with 
scnsational rcports relea~ed hy thc popular pre:;，~. Or, to put it differeotly , much likc 
the hcatcd debatc ovcr thc humanities in thc Cnitcd Statcs in thc carly 1990s , the 
popular media io Taiwan have recently dcmonstratcd great interest io thc quality and 
fllnc lÌon of high巳r education and its curriculum, and have even taken it upon them 
sclvcs lO prcscrihe possiblc rcforms , thus contribllting to thc creation of an atm。
只phere in which rcfonn measure" in certain dircctions would find favorablc fcccption 

The most important shov.,' of 叫ch concems ovcr the state of hi且h叮 cducation

wa~ or 且 alllZα1 by Taiwan's lcading busincss magazinc Tian-Hsia (Common刊 ealth) in 
thc cover story of its August 1 Sl 93 issu己， which describe刊 an 臼ncrging "crisis of 
white-collar uncmploymcnt" in Taiwan. In this special report 00 what the magazine 
!巳nns t'the misplacement of labor rcsourc間 compla川 s issued fo :rth from various 
scctor~ of thc husines~ \vorld , all charging rhat rapid expansion in higher education 
for thc na~t ten vcars6 has onlv created an ovcr-abundancc of 2:raduates who arc in 

" 
fact unfit for thc nccds of busines..es. In thc cycs of thc busincss world , these gradu 
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atcs are ov巳r-educated in t he ~ense tbat an increasing numbcr of <;tlldents are entcring 
thc job market only after th巳y have gotten advanced d巴巴 recs ， which usually mcan 
be tLer positions and hi叭cr salarics and thus morc cost for the 巳mpl叮 cr. Y ct. these 
job-scckcrs are sccn as undcr-educated in thc :-.cnse that lheir co Ilcgc uaining ha<; not 
III any way prcpared them to mcct thc demands of busincss po~ition<;. Conscqucntly , 
bu:-.iness owner喝 claim tbat they havc resoïted to hiring for thcir white-collar posi 
tions those applicants with modcmtc fonnal education , \-vho would not only bc morc 
susceptiblc lO rc-traininιbUl abo be morc rcccptivc to demanding work and mod巳rate
pay. Such measurcs havc created a scrious cri<;i 心 in employment patterm: college 
(and abovc) 且raduatcs han且 in uncmployment limbo OI 且 rudgi月ly scttlc for undcr 
cmplo于 mer口， while would-be bluc-co l1ar workers rlespcratc1y nceded by the busincss 
world in iu, manufacturing sectors prefer to go 10 col1ege than cnter the job market 
Dcscribing the "crisis" as that of a 且rowing unemploymcnt ratc for tlle well-educarcd , 

thus a scrious "mismarch" bctwccn labor 一csour已 cs and the needs of cconomic dcve1-

opmcnt , thc Tian-Hsia rcport urge~ educatio江 officials to reexaminc thc situation and 
make adjustmcnts io thc curriculllm aod orlcntation of higher cducation so as to 
bcttcr <;en'e the need~ (lf the b山1ηe~s world. 7 

Thc Ministry of Education was not unawarc of thc over 凹pansion problcm in 
higher cducatioD. Ovcr thc summcr of 1993 it had alrcady initiatcd scrious cuts in 
subsidies for the budgets of many coll巴拉es and univcrsiti凹， and decisions had bccn 
announιed that even national universities wOllld be required 10 rai~e a~ much as 
twcnty percent of their own budgets by 1096. fn the meantlm趴 γ巳search projecls 
were bcing slashcd and visiting professorships scrappcd. Rigidity mcasurcs wcre 
installcd across thc board in government-rclatcd institution鈍， including all national 
uOlvcrSl11巳民 (Ho , "A Hard Rain"). i\"evcrtheles:-. , as the oppo口une appearance of the 
Tian-Hsia repon ι凹non<.;trates ， further and more dramatic chan巨巳s ， changes thar 
ccment the clo間 collaboratioo bctwccn edu已 atlOn and cconomic dcvclopmcnt. arc 
needcd lf the dcmandi、 of the business world are to bc mct. And as thc sensationaJ. 
lsm of uηcmploymcnt for thc highly educatcd hit hard on a cLllture that has alw叮叮
put grcat faith 凹的e power of education to improvc chan間的 of cmploymcnt , numcr 
ou弓 popular media jumpcd in with follow-up reports , and thc rcality of "white-collar 
uncmployment" reached 叮ISI <; ~tatus ovem> gh t. Undcr these circumsraoccs , thc 
:vrll11 stry of I:,ducatlon fonnally announc 己 d io Decembcr of 1903 that 川、Nas gom且 10

scriously cll Ttail the expan~ion of hl且her educatioo: 001 only wi11 plans for ncw 
collcgcs and univer.~itie" b巳 ftoi'eo but existinι dcpa立血口llS OI pro且rams will hc 
consolidatcd or simply climioated io ordcr to promote '"flcxiblc aod int可rated curric 
ula" that would bcttCI suit "the overall oeeds of economic rccovery and national 
construction" (Ho , "A Hard. Rain") 

Rccent f Ll ll- :-， cal巳 refo凹的 io Taiwan'~ ed.uc叫ion poli叮叮1[1吼叫j hy thc :vIinist叮1

of Education since the lifting of Manial I.aw in 1987 have consistently attracted a 
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lot of attention and crcatcd a number of hcatcd dehates. Yet ncvcr had an announce 
ment of reform poli叮 arrived so timely in a context where Pllhlic opimon had been 
so well ripened to re阻ive it. The collahoration between the state, the med恤， and 
thc agents of capital was carried out so pcrfcctly that collc且自 and universities 
provcd to bc totally defensclcss in thc face of such a mancuvcr 

As thc institut> ons of highcr education dutifully braccd thcmsclvcs for thc hard 
times , another frontal attack was issucd by the business wo叫d ， aiming thü, time at 
none other than Engli前h studies , Th的 lS esp曰 ially unusual because concem Qver 
higher education has always been spread morc or lcss evenly across thc curriculum 
:\'0 individual dü,cipline--much less a highly favored discipline such as that of 
English lan且uage and literaturé--has evoked conceηtratcd discussion , wh>ch makcs 
thc following phe刃omcnon all thc more si且nificam: for the first timc in Taiwan's 
histo可 of higher education , onc acadcmic field has bccn singled out by thc popular 
press as significantlyτcsponsiblc for creating thc CriSlS in Taiwan's slowing rate of 
national developmcnt 

English Stmlies & "ationaJ Developmení 

Thc frontal assault came i口 the form of a full-page invcsti直atlve report in one 
of thc lcading newspapers in Taiwan, China Tim凹， on Octobcr 5, 1994. The head
line reads: "Without adequate language traini沌， the ~o-called A"ian-Pacific Communi 
cation-Transportation C叩ter will go nO\vhere." Such a h凹 dline carries immense 
weight for the local context because dcvclopin且 Taiwan into a CO!lU1lUnicalÍon-trans
portation center for thc wholc Asian-Pacific rim Ìs now bcing promoted by thc 
govemment as a priority policy for Taiwan's futurc , a policy that promiscs to solve 
Taiwan's cconomic problems as its once proud labor-intens>ve manufacmring indus 
tries move 10 lhc morc profitablc labor market of .YIainland China and as thc upgrad 
ing to technology- and capital-intcnsive indmtrie" has been slow in the makin且

Whilc such a vision hoJds out a wonderrul picture for the Future , the transformatîon 
of Taiwan into a communication-tτansportatloηoriented economy is not without its 
problem~ ， a~ thc rcport is quick to point ou1. For onc thin巨， Singaporc and Hong 
Kong , two areas cqual1y equipped lO pJay thc rolc , will be tough compctîtors. The 
disadvantage of Taiwan , as the repOT1 g(瓜、 on lO ~tate ， is not a lack of capital , nor a 
weakness i盯 wi l1， but a shortage of yualified personnel to opetate such a complicatcd 
intcrnationally-oricntcd machinc 

As the rcpon zeroes in on th>s shortage of qualified petsonnel , English studi目

的 picked OU1 to shouldcr thc blame. For if such qualified personnel must first demon 
stratc mastcry of the languagcs of int巳mational tra祉， then , thc rcport asks the 
crucial qucstion: wher巳 can the govcrnm凹t tum to rc叮uit thc largc numbcr of 
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foreign language 中ecial ists who would make the intemationalιommumcatlOn-trans 

portation ccnter possiblc? Within the Taiwan comcxt , one would naturally assumc 
that the forcign language departm叩 ts 一 of which the Engl ish dep盯tmenls make up the 
majority--in Taiwan'長。mv巳Tsities and colleges could fulfil1 ~uch a dcmand. Yet the 
investigativc rcport f1 atly states that 5uch expectations are doomed 10 be frustrated 
Two facts are mentioned to support thi~ har~h judgemeηt. First of all , the business 
world in gcncraJ has bccn having scrious doubts about thc capabilitîes of English 
graduat帥， who u~ually enter employment with linle practical knowlcdgc that would 
help them makc scnsible 由cisions in busincss dealings. Secondly , even in the 
limited aspcct of language mastcry , fcw graduates from thc language departments 
have proven that their language capahilitics arc ncccssarily bettcr than non-majors 
A." a result , busines." owners have turncd to private language tm血ing institutcs for 
prospective cmployees, or reso吐 to sending their present employees overseas for on 
the-job language training , hoth measurcs leading to extra costs for the busìness 
owners who bcheve that sllch costs could hav巳 b巳en avoided if the language depart
ments had "done their job [ight" in 出c first place. Venting sllch diss亂的faction fe1t 
by thc business world , thc invcstigative r巳port thcn insinuatcs that 1t is the foreign 
language (English) dcpartmcnts which ar巳 to bc blamcd for failing to provide thc 
dcspcrately needcd manpowcr for the futute developmcnt of thc country 

lnterestin且旬， as the report go巳 s on lO ponray the teaching practiccs of language 
d巳partments ， it bccomcs clear that the accllsations are aimcd mainly at the litera叮

naturc of En且lish dcpartmcnts , for thc latter's failure is described as resulting from 
"an exclusive concentrat lOn on the study of litcrature and too littlc cffort to promote 
the de叩erately needed language training 刊 In fact , the report alleges that many 
studenh. who had originally bccn int己rested in the En且lish(!) language before entering 
college gradually lose interest becau~c thc required literature courscs arc cithcr 
unchallcnging or too distant from rcal life to stimulatc studcnt intere~t or effort. 10 
short , 10 choosin且 litcrary studics as ~be】 r main oricntation in teaching as wel1 as 
research , the English departments have not on1y failed to fulfil the need :-, of a 
national policy , but also operated to fr口 stratc prospective youths. The rcpo口 thus

conclud口 that thorough changcs need to bc made to remedy th巳 sltuatlOn

One m叮 wonder what these thorough changes may bc. Well , two successfuJ 
ca間給 of d巳sirable refoηn carried out by English d巳panrnents at two marginal universi
tie" were citcd in the report as cxcmplar. Signjficant峙， both departments madc it a 
point to tum away from literary stud> cs in theirηew 巳urn山lar orientation. Instcad, 

they movcd toward a reoewed cmphasis on intcnsive language training , plus ardem 
attention \0 ptactical courses geared to、;I，' ard the n巴巴社 s of thc business world , such as 
"Tcchniqucs for Ncgotiation" or "Situational English." To a吐 d 10 the weight of such 
curricular reo:-icmations , the report citcs a well-known professor , Tsai Yuan-huang , 

from the most pre~tigious English department in Taiwan , who also happcns to 
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support such a ch叩ge of direction. Acco凶ng to this profcssor , the m<叫 urgcnt

function of Engli~h 吐epanments at thc pre組 ot timc is nonc other than thc cultivation 
of forcign languagc spccialists wbo could handlc trade negotiations in this h>ghly
complex and competitive world. Thrce practical courscs arc proposcd by him: one 
coursc on the actual 叩crations at international negoti甜的鈍， another on the hehind • 

thc-sccnc prcparation of infmmation and riocumcnts for the nεgotiation process , and a 
third onc on problems that ari1,c with cross-cultural contacts 叫nng nc且otiation

On1y with sllch a dramatic change in ori巳n1al 1On an吐 curriculum ， Prnfe仙or T~ai 

mSlsts，、Nill we bc able to gradually alleviate "the wa!、te of c仕ucational re鈍。urces and 
t1，巳 apparent gap belween forcign language education and thc needs of our socicty." 
With the ble、 sing from a renowncd scholar and two su山css stories of localizcd 
refo口ns ， thc investigativc rcpo口 prcsents a clcar mcssagc 巳nglish studics has to 
change with the timcs and thc ncαis of thc naTÌon. 9 

The portrayal in tJle invesligativ巳 rcport may prcscnt thc English studies programs 
as hard-hcadcd institutions that rcfusc to facc thc rcality of a ch叩且1月 world picture 
Y ct as a matter of fa叭， the 巨oglish department、， silua1 ed within a context in which 
govcrnmcnt poli叮 1n cducation dictatcs the scope and direction of any academic 
discipline , had already begun , thou且h io a vc可i undcr-handcd w呵， to sort Ollt their 
options--cvcn before thc invcsti且 atlvc rcport 叩pcarcd. As the Ministry of Education 
bad already made it a policy to movc Loward a morc or lcss pluralistic approach to 
curriculum1D and had informcd thc English dcpartmcnts to bc且in rcconceptualî l.ing 
themselves , thc Eoglish dcpartmcnts had 00 othc[ rcsort than to start scriously think
ing about how to comp1y. Thus , consigocd by thc Minist可 of Education and under 
the leader<;hip of National Taiwan Uoiversì旬， depanmcnt hcads aod reprc 1,cotativcs 
have hegun a series of closc-door mcctings an且 workshops in thc su口llllcr of 1994 in 
an effort 10 discuss pos:-.ihle curriculum changcs. Thc National Sci巳ncc Council has 
also entrusted othcr leading departments toωndllct rc:-.凹rch projecls in an effort to 
fin泣。ut how teachcrs and studcnts feel about their exislent cllrriculum a廿angem臼lts

and gradualion reqUl rements. A" thc poll and thc curriculum work:-.hop arc a1rcady 
forging thc mood of changc , howcvcr Iimitcd , within rhe academic circlcs , thc practi 
凶1 effect of the inve叫igativc rcport in thc popular mcdia is thus a public announce 
ment of th巳 lllitiative of the husine附 world to increa、 c thc momentum and dictatc thc 
direction for the reorientation of .English 月tudies program前

Institlltional Resilience 

As much as thc investigative report aims to provoke changc in thc function and 
operatioo of Engli的 dcpartmcnts ， to it1, dismay , thc English departments have not 
made aoy apparent mnvc in that dcsired directinn. In fact , no sense of crisls h晶
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bccn noticcd; nor has thcrc been any discussion within the literary field in relation 
to the report. l[ 1here has bccn somc talk of curricular rcform, the momcntum has 
comc from w> thin highly localiλed co盯ccm丸， instead of the national and business
oriented concerns described in thc invcstigative report. Such a cool responsc poscs 
an intcrcsting qucstion for studenh of ìnstitutional history: if thc ac“:lcmic circle~ in 
Taiwan have constantly complained abo l1 t a lack of intellcctual autonomy , whith 
mcans po1itical 盯 other concerns have often tainted the operatîons of the inte l1ectual 
community. thcn how ís ooe to cxp1ain 1he resilicncc shown by the .En且I1sh dcpart 
mcnts in rcsponsc to the demands from oUlside forces? The inhcrent strength of 
humanistic idcals wo ... Jld not :o， uf日ce、 for thcsc idcals have heen cúmpromi~cd on many 
prcv lOu~ occas lOns. So , is there 鈍。mething in the pre悶nt institutional status of the 
English departments in Taiwan that cnables theη1 to withstand assaults from thc busi 
ncss world and thc popular media, withúut cvcr hav lOg to aιtively mak巳 an effort to 
dcflcct the crisis di~cour~e. as their Amcrican ∞unterparts have been obliged 10 do'! 

The answer , 1 believe , m吋 havc much 10 do with thc historical momcnt and thc 
function of the literary institution in it. To be morc prccise , for the past two 
dccadcs thc Taiwan 且ovcrnmcnt has madc it a prime objective to promote academic 
professionalism through the allocation of huge funds for research grants. re 'i巳 arch

awards , ncw graduatc program~ ， over目叫 rcscarch project日， etc.--such promotion~ 

themselves make up part of Taiwan's cffons to upgradc itsclf to the rank of dcvcl 
叩cd nat日lD S. Within 叫ch a context of growing competition tO win recognition of 
intcllcctua1 cxce l1 encc. thc English departmcn凶 are putting lDcrcasing cmphasis on 
acadcmic rcscarch , not only enc叫1Taging their long-standing faculty members to 
venture into scholarl) 帆/Ork ， but a1so aιopting rccruiting polici自由益t put intcllcctual 
sophistication and rcscarch potentials along 叫de leachiηg capabiliti巳s. The in日 ux of 
ncw Ph.D 、 from advanced nations caught up in thc lattcr's employmcnt crunch has 
certainly acceleγ刮目1 such transformations for the past 盯 ve ycars. As the new blc 以 l

usu叫 ly b7"ing wilh them thc most up-to 自1 巳 scholarly trcnds as well as a fLi l line of 
new profcssiona1 training , the EngJü,h dcpanmcnts have shown immense pro且 ress m 
demonstratin且 th巴ir compctcncy cithcr within thc rca1m of traditional litera可 studie 'i

or in the new areas of thcorcücal ~tudies. [n contra、t ， res巳叮 ch rclated to language 
teachinιha:o， not bccll con~iderecJ as useful for proilloting thc statl的 of Eηglish dcpart 
mcnts on the intcrnational or mtellcctual leve l. Aftcr all , areas such asτESQL arc 
not dccmcd as the peak of acadcmic rcsearch in thc advanced countrics , cithcr. This 
diffeτencc in conccntration ha 'i further til1ed the l:.nglish dcp盯tm巳ηts toward morc 
reseaτch in 1itera叮.' studie'-. 

As scrious acadcmic rcscarch in litcrat盯e ， whetherηa17nwly OT broadly 
conceived，的 now considcrcd thc prime objcctìvc of any asplTÍng 上nglü.， h depaηment 

and as thcsc rescarch cfforh、 have been richly rc、毛larded and highly valüe已 by statc: 
In叫itutlOns of education; any propo~al by thc busincss WDTld , which might entail the 
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seve問 curtailment of literary stud旭、 and in their place substitute language training 
as the main project for English departments--would not win much audience .l 1 After 
a11 , the research efforts of the English departments aτ.e on another leveJ quite in tune 
with the goven田間ot's de可 pera間社esire to promote an image of intel1ectual sophistica 
tion abreast with the advanced countries. In fact , a fairly large portion of funding 
for higher education has been devoted to exchange prograrns for world-class scholar毯，
large-scale intemational conferences , c缸， a11 in an effort to boost the image of 
Taiwan. In other words , what the En且lish departments are doing professionally in 
literary studies is just as significant for the state's objective of upgrading national 
image as further developments in the industrial and business sectors 

Discursive Self - Defense 

Tenacious as the English departments are in holding unto 1itera可 research as 
their main interest while resisting demands of refonn issued by the business world , 
two other sources of pressure stiU demand our serious atte叫ion. The first one has 
to 丑o with the problem of funding. As the Minist可 of Education has made it a 
policy for universities to staft looking into funding themselves partially instead of 
relying on govemment fundi唔， the universities have few places to tum to besides 
the usually well-financed businesses. As it happens , in order to get pledges of fund
ing from the well-to-do class , the universities find themselves suddenly at the 血ercy

of the business world , at the mercy of the very people whose influence the universi 
ties have been t叮ing to resis t. Such a difficult and at times 臼nbaπassmg sltUat lOn 
calls for the high臼t degree of operational intelJ igence and political sensitivity if the 
umversitl剖 hope to achìeve any kind of balance between intellectual well-being and 
financial security 

Then there is the second problem of public opinion in the making. For the 
special report in the popular media functions to create an atmosphere in which a 
sense of crisls perrneates popular concems over individual employment and national 
development to such an extent that popular opinion may become quite critical of the 
professional practices of the English departments. If such public opinion is strong 
enough and c1ear enough in its 血mands ， the Ministry of Education would be forced 
to take heed if it hopes to maintain credibility and authority in a politically volatile 
context such as Taiwan. As a matter of fact , students on various campuses have 
already been discussing among thernselves in their own channels the possibility of a 
"practical tum" in cuπicular concems so as to împrove their own chances of employ 
ment in an increasingly competitive job market. Such public and practical demands 
could Jom hands with the concems of the business world and force the English 
departments into making changes in their goals and orientations, changes which may 
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be better suited to the operation of capital than the study of literature 、 however

narrowly or broadly conceived 
Before such pressures reach the point of explosion, the Taiwan literary commu 

nity may want to leam from its U.S. counte叩art and devise some strategies for self
prese押ation. That 的， a line of defense might be put up by members of the profes
sion to discursively deflect assaults launched by the business world. After aU , the 
close collaboration between education and economîc development has only been 
assumed or demanded , not discussed nor disputed. If the academic community hopes 
to forestall or at least withstand such assaults on its autonomy , it 血ay have to initi 
ate some serious discussions Qver the nature and goal of college 巳ducation and its 
compl目 relationship to the state or state policies of development. It may also want 
to explore the precarious relationship between Eng1ish education 阻d training for busi 
ness negotiations. Such democratized discussions may mobilize more members to 
actively engage in reconceptualizing or invigorating the discipline i的elf

In the meantime , discursive self-defense will also have to dispel the accusation 
that English departments have "created the crisis" in foreign language training. lf 
the English departments hope to continue providing training in the sophisticated 
understanding of other cultures as they have always claimed to be doin且， then they 
should tum around and ask the business worl丘 10 examine the real sites where basic 
language training should be taking place. After all , students have been given at least 
six years of English before they reach the English departments; they should have 
been well prepared for advanced work ìnstead of still struggling with the most basic 
language skills and making it hard for the English departments to ca甘y on their 
intended course of training and cultivatioηIn fact , it is widely agreed that the 
teaching of English in the j山1ior and senior high schools is notorious for concentrat 
ing upon paper and pencil examinations to such an extent that students have acquired 
little maste可 of the English language except associating it with the anxiety over 
exams and possible penalties followmg the exams. In that case , college-level Englìsh 
departments should not be required to shoulder full responsibility for problems 
having to do with the whole education sys阻m and its practices. If the business 
world expects the universiti自 and colleges to really '.do their job right ," then it will 
have to begin actively promoting dramatic changes in the lower levels of education 
fir泣， not on1y getting rid of the exam-based education practices but also adopting 
communication-based language teachi月 programs. When better-prepared students 
reach the English departments , the latter would be better able to achieve the kind of 
truly sophisticated cultural and communicative results that are desperately needed by 
the business world as well as by other sectors of the society. In fact , such profound 
results have always been what the English departments aim to bring into exisrence 
despite a11 the difficulti目 associated with poor student preparation 

The cynically-minded may que浴缸00 the effectiveness of such discursive efforts 
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Aftcr a11 , Ihe crisîs discour咀 10m缸cd hy the husincss world i_s issuinιforth a seri
ous challenge to tbe complaccn叮 of Engli~h stlldics in Taiwan. Y凹， wh i1e the insti 
tutional 間lllp may providc somc kind of tcmporary buffer for 出e disciplin巴， the 
irony is thal within the disempowcrcd context in which Taiwan's English dcpartmcnts 
find thcmselves. thc afore-mentioncd discur品 ive mancuvcrs of displaccmcnt and dctlcc 
tion arc probably thc only viable form峙。f se1f-defcnsc 

Endno!es 

Both Bloom and Hirsch advocate a gcncralissl program in which all smden t.s 
should acquirc a minimum famiJ i盯 ity with sclcct clcmcnts of thc Amcrican cu1ture , 

and in that sense , the tendency of ovcr-specialization and ovcr-profcssiionalization in 
1iterar)' studies is quite undesirablc. Yel , for othcrs , such as Gcrald Graff and 
Michae1 Wamcr, SLl ch companncntalization in litcra叮 swdics is nothing uniquc. In 
fact , "thc professionalization of literary studic.'i跳 as part of a broader social lrans 
formation." onc in which al1 sec 1.ors of social life cam巳 10 bc increasinιIy dominatcd 
by sirnilar organizational palterns. As Graff and Warner scc it , 

Roth lhe left and thc right vicw such homologics as ominolls. but for rlifferent 
rcasons. Thc right 時間 in lhem the encroachmcnt of scicntific and tcchnological 
organization inlo l.he citadcl of numane valucs; thc lcft sccs in thcm thc complic 
> ty of high culture with thc idcology of industrial 叩d postindustrial capitalism 
Much of thc att叫( on profe ，~sional 1 i世間可 studies. in sum，的 rcally 叩 attack

on thc naturc of modem <.;r比1巴ty as much 恥。n any givcf1 program for critici叫n

(11 ) 

2. Onc way to dissuadc the right's warning of crisis is providcd by theorist Palll Dc 
Man. who undcrstands thc crisis in litcrarv sludies as "the scnse of ur間ncv 可 lhe

o 可 J

impaticnt competitivcncss with which thc various hocial scienccsl dìscipJine 有 vie for 
leadership [wilhm the litcra叮 disciplinc]" (5) , thus crcating a thrcat to 0且已c for aJ[ 

"do away with litcmture" (18). This sense of crisís may coincide wÍ1.h 1hal ()f many 
traditionalists who fccl lit巳ral ùre 1 、 abollt to be crowded oUl of thc English cu叮lCU一

lum. Howcvcr , instead of lamcnting thc pos、 iblc '"dcath of lit巳raturc ，" Dc Man' s 
response 10 thc sccming crisis is lhe triumphant deconslmctionist announccment that 
"litcrature is everywher己; what thcy call anthropology , linguistics , psychoanalysi~ is 
nothing bm literature r巳appcaring ， likc the IIydra's hcad , in the v 巳ry s向)L where it 
had sllpposcdly been supprc叫cd" (l R)--which lhe right will undoubled1y dismiss as 
nOlhing hUl sophistry 

3. 5uch a gap bctwccn pcdago且y and rcscarch is nothin且 ncw ， according 1.0 Gerald 
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Graff and Michael Warocτ% 把search 01' the Illstit Ll tionalin\io [J of the lilerary di :-, ci 
plinc. As e叮ly a.~ Har\'ard Ll1 iv叮叮叮 il1 lhe 1870s , thc t凶ching of cDmposition as 
an important function of English dcpartments has poscd ~c[io此 challcngc') 10 thc 
majority cf the faculty whosc scholarly intcrcsrs and cxpcni~c uSllally lic ~omc\vhcγc 
el :-,e (Scc Graff & Warner 66-67) 

4. The sensc of crisis io th泌的問叫 \s so stron且 that discussiO!ls of ad.rnin川rallVe

、!γatcgie<; to dcal with \he financial crunιh ha \' e become 斗 con 、tant pr己<;encc in the 
Bullctin of lhc AW)C laL lOr1 of Depanmcms of English , th巴 profc~\iolíal orgJ n1 zatinn 
凹的tly directly reflecting thc in.~lit山 ional wcll-being of lilcrary studic~ 

5. 1'luctuatiotlS m thc populat lCn and cmploymcnr pattems arc abc contribuling to 
changing tJlC op叮ation of the 1'icld of literary Sl11dics. As govcmmcnt 1'unding 
pour巳d into langllage programs in unive刊;t，巳s and colle且es in the 1960'~ under Ihe 
'\Jational f) cfcnsc F.du叫ion Act (NDF.λ) 叩d. SWdCl口 且 r阻a叩η叫叫t~ a泣叩n臥吋】k吋、c] 1 仁 d叫們ns 、祕丸 C[此c pro叭v;叫〈位山1站C吋ι 
10 臼】咒CO叭u叮ragc εadr釘rrn心1υ、、帆巴

vent山ur陀e臼S 1盯n sp扒1χa】ce as wc叫11 a站S 10 ()叫】刊ther p 注盯r口ts of t叫h芯c 皂刮loh巳e-一-t巾hc lit化C r:J.γ可y d 已pa 叮 τnc凹nLs exç 巴 >

rienccd a phenomcnal period cf growth. :0 fact , beforc "area 叫udi叫" c:mcrgcd ín thc 
1970s Lo <;harc thc 旭、k of pn;vlding forcign langu咕e lraining. it was widcly 
bcl ievcd that thc lücfa山rc dcpartmcnts could prov j壯 thc bcst Twining ltl thc 
lan且uagcs and litcraturcs ()f othcr culturcsτhc cxpansiυn of th巳 languagc and jitcfd 
ture departmcn t.-. at tha•TlTIl e 吼叫s so dγamatlι rhat Cul 1cr latcr conclE<lcs lhal sllch 
"cver-cxpansion Jcd to thc job criSl 丹 cf thc 1970s and 19ROs" (27). A" tllc 
humaniti~s gradually loscs it') footing in underg叫luate 開Tollme叫， and a" lhεbab) 
boom co丘1巴、 10 a lull , an 0、 cr~lock of facul1y mcmber~ OT pruspectl V 巳 faculty

membcrs face只 th巳 diffic凶 11 situatioll ()1' cutting ()山 p。可lt lO11S 10 a 且windling ma此叫

6. The lo! 斗 1 number of collcgε." and un 門 e刊111e ，可 has re斗chcd 50 , almost doubhn只 lha1

(jf tcn ycars ago 011 lop of that , lh巳:V1.inist叮()1' Educat ion h凶 already approvcd 
the cSlablú" hmcnt 01' 31 ncw colleges and llnive門 i t.le~ bεfOTC the vear 之000 (Zhuang 
28) 

Thc Ministry ()f I:.duc ;lllOn ha~ ~incc thc ~econd half of 少93 rever~ed its poJic ;,,' 10 
cxpand highcr cdllcation: nc nc\,./ univcrsitic~ 羽 OLdd bc cc, tahli :-, hcd in thεne:.t f fUlurc 
and plans 0 1' adding departmenl') or graduale pmιrams tc c x. isting unlVCrSilie~ aD([ 

col1ege~ wOllld cncoumcr morc rigid scrccmng bcfcrc bcing appî 叭 ed by lhc 
:vlinislry. ln facL thc Iv1 inistry is cvcn studymg possibilitic討。f sl叫hin且()J' at lcast 
U盯lbining dep眨lrlmen 1'> that a兒 cunsidercù 10 be not in compliancc "、 ith rhc needs of 
national polici巴馬

~ For the p"s1 :)日 years. dcparlments of ιngllsh Lm且ua已c and LitcraüL'c 川口c consls 
tcntly bcen rank巳d. tllc most favoritc among all hUJllanltic.~ dcpι1 '1ηlcnts ， lcqulring lhc 

123 



(γ1 月 i" Discou l'sP. antl the Study of Li tenllure 

11i到lCst entrancc cxatn scor巳s from in以Jηling freshmen 

<J It nccds to bc pOlnlcd out that lhe invcstigative repon 011 whitc-collaf uncmploy
mcot 斗nd Ihe ~ubseq~ent i日 ve:-.ll且 ative reporl 00 lhe failure of foreign language 
(Eng1i sh) 【 i叮叮tmcnts afc both OTien l.巴d tow臼 d rhc ncc t1s of the bu~incss world and 
the policies of mtional economic dcvclopm巳01. In that sense , lhcy couid very likely 
bc ~ccn 品 Sllcce:-. .， l 、 c cffort~ initiated by thc busincss worJd to shapc hi且hcr cduca 
tio l1 a:-. wdl as the languagc and literaturc dcpanrncnts and thcir curriculums :-'0 a~ to 
berter suit lhe nccds of capital flow 

10 , Thc inltiative lO promotc plu:alistic c山ricula ， a 1ibcralization on a11 lcvcls of 
edUCal]()n , parallcls Taiwan's cffons toward liberalization in its polilical and 
cr:onomic sttuctlirc:-. for thc pasl seven ycars 

11 W地lher facing tcnsion 、';llnlll or pl它制ure frD立1 the outside. not a11 m巳mhers of 
thc forcign languag巳 (Englìsh) dep3rtmcnts afC equally alarmed by ~uch dcvclop 
m叩ts. For a large percentagc of faculty mcmbcrs in Taiwan、 foreign languagc 
dcpanmcms 已ome from hackιro_mds va可 10ιfrom linguisücs to language lcaching 
As thc dcpa口III臼lb ~1rugglc TO upgradc thcmsclvcs profcssionally and acadcmically , 
thc lan且山區c-oriented faculty mcmbers , who havc always shown morc intcrcst in 
teaching than rcscarching、 have felt the crunch. Their ':>ense of crisis and m盯ginaliza

llon has now found rclicf because pop巳lωOpJnlOtl 勻 in the noblc cause of natiol1 al 
<lcvclopmcnt , i:-. n叫 demanιing a program of rcfonn that would greatly incrcasc thc 
importancc of th巳ir line of \vork. As a re~ult ， thcsc tcachcrs have suddenly found 
ncw strcn且th to :-.tru且在 lc for legilimation and rcspcctability. The demands of 
:-.tud叩ts ， who are more concemed about 1he practical outcome of thcir cducation 1han 
thc statc ()f health of their di 只CAP1inc， C31 仇cide with the thmst of thc invcsti且ative

repori , thus funhcr 叩mpl icatmg 1hc rcfonns bcinιpromotcJ by lheo可 mi:1dcd facul 
"巴馬
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