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lt wo~lld not bc cλaggcrating to state thut lSS口 C~ of idcntity have been the most 
discussec "ubject in lilerary and cultural studics in thc Cnitcd Statcs of America in 
thc pa"t ten OI 引ftccn ycars. Anthony Kwame Appiah and Hcnry Louis Gatcs , Jr 
have arguc<i that thc cighties m i 且ht vc叮 wel1 he characteriz后d as "the period whcn 
racc. clas:'. , and gcnder hecamc thc h01)' trinity of litera可 criticism" (625). Although 
there i" no indication that acad凹nic intcrcst in intcrrogating idcntity politics will 
subside in thc llear futurc , therc havc been relatively few a t1 ernplS lO study thc vari 
ous ideologemcs 01' identitv as a general sul可cc t. Class，且cnder， and Iacc have been 
vcry productively studicd as scparatc sllbjech or as overdetermination of a subjccl , 
particul盯ly from femini吭， -:Vfa口 iSl ， and postcolonial pcrspcctivcs. Howcvcr, \vhat do 
ideologemes that creale identilY have in common" How do thcy differ in formalion 
and function? Thcsc qucstions 叮c scldom 叫ked in mo叫 discussÎons of idcntity 
Although 1 do not imcnd to providc a d巳tïnile answcr 10 these qLì c<;tinns , 1 shall t叮

10 fo訂立ulate a more conslructivc undeTstanding of .i.dentity as "perfo打nancc" 叩d lak巳

E. M. F"ofstcr's A Pa.n-age /0 fndia to illllstrale how race is performed in colonial 
India 

Why "pcrformancc"? My intcrcst III uSlllg p巳 rfonnanc間 as a crîtical tcrm to 
approach th巳 complc nalurc of idcntity 1S in thc firsl instanιc motivatcd hy J. L 
Â Ll StÎli'S llotiDll of "pcrfonnatlvc" uttcmnces. Jn hi.~ Ho lV /ο Do Thingj 川的 Worα 可!

A山tin challcn且凹 lhe assumpliün that language can only he uscd to state idcas that 
arc cithcr true or fa1sc. .Hc proposcs thc catcgory of "pcrt"ormativc" in which "thc 
lssuing ()f the uttcrance is thc pcrrom1in且 of an action'" (6). This ac ti"v 巳 capability of 
language [0 do things 句 i.e.. its perfommtive capability , howev肘， i <.; gencT <J.tcd not by 
its intrinsic (1 0ιuüonary) qualities sllch as ling山St1 C struct \lre or gran廿1ar ， bUl by lhe 
extf1 nS1C 叫 cial conven• ions O"r collectiyc \-vills (the ill叫叫w叫丹山ts)

Austin's 5evcrc cTitic B,uhara Joh們son ， howevcr , is bothcred by th巴 、lran且已

d仰的le entendre of Ihc word "perfoml."--which r巳fers 10 actions suppo ..,ed1y in dircct 
opposition. It is uscd to dcscribc bo1.h concrctc r<三九lity in daily lifc , such as comple 
tion of a work or victorv in a baltle , and ill 'J sDηactio!l'; th <J.t 5U訂了cnd rcall 甘、 e.g

to takc up a thcatrical role nr 10 produce a make-bch己Ye ~tory on stage. Q'..lestionlng 
Al:stin's vicw thar thCIC aJ\.vays CXisl <., a continuity bel\v巳en spcakcr ancl spccch , J ohn 
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son asks , "How is it that a word that exprc阻cs most simply the mere doing of an act 
necessarily lcads llS to thc qucstion of--actì月 land pcrfonní月]" (的)?

To Johnson's dcconstruction of Austin's words , 'pcrformative' and 'act' , Sandy 
Pctrey rcpli凹， "dramatic pcrfonn叩ccs in no way prccludc cffcC1S that are dramatic 
in another sense. Speech acts cannot be nam巳d without substituting personae for 
per討om" bUl pcrsonae cannot bc situatcd without thc potcmial to function as per~om，" 
(Speech Acts 120). Words uttcrcd by actors on stage arc potcntial performatives. 1 

They surely do not produce s叫al rea1ities in li缸 if corrcctly understood as 
fictio r.al. However , per鈍。nac in a play differ from real pcrsons not because they 
speak or act differen!ly. Pl冉、 adopt the same 1aηguages and depict the same actions 
familiar to the audience; oth巳nVl間 they would not be comprchcnsiblc at aJl 
Convcrsc!y , social lifc can bc vicwcd as a theatrical spacc in which indìviduals enact 
differe況 role品 and relations. An uUerance like "1 pronounce you husb肌1 and wife" 
may be a makc-believe pronounccmcnt or a dec\aration of real ma付iage. Whether it 
performs effectively or oot 1S det巳rmined by thc speaker's social position (a pricst or 
an official) and thc contcxt (a ccrcmony) conventi叫1a11y acknowledged 

Thc ambiguity and duality of the word "perform," which Johnson takes to be the 
lfony of Austin's project , in fact highlights both the performativity of language and 
the theatricality of social 1ife. Austirγs cmphasis on the social powcr that cnablcs 
words to pcrfonn , and the thin line between social life and thcatrical pcrformanc巳
that Petrey addresses , therefore , show idcntity's doub1e nature--as both social rolcs 
and perfonnative names that produce concrete realities io society. As social ro1凹，

idenlily is ideologically construct巳d notions of the self and othcrs. It rcfcrs to 
pcrsons 品 personae ， or scriptcd rolcs individuals takc , willingly or not , on the stage 
of life. A包 ocrformative nam凹， identity functioηs as demands for ccrtain appcar 
anc已可 or manners to kccp , for convcntions or dccorum, and for social relation的 or 
orders 

To sec identity a.s perfonnative exposes the double process through which i由n

tity is transfonned from 吐escriptive namcs and >deologies to social rcalitics. Idcntit)" 
1S a cluster of apparently dcscriptivc tenns that actually pre .scribe socia1 boundaries 
and rclations. Words used to identify individuals--such as worki月 class ， wom叩

black , Moslcm , Bosnian--are p巳rformatives for , in light of the way thcy arc 
cOJ1l..ffionly uscd , they do not so much describe an abstract truch of individuals (c 且

the "womanliness") as situate each one in a hicrarchical social order of power rela 
tions (woman as subordinal巴 10 man). Thcsc paramcters of idcnt】句， for ìnstance , can 
produce contem前， discrimination , and violc 口 cc (rapc , war, and ιcnocidc) against 
those defined as such. whcrc <1s some othcrs--such as whit已， malc , rich , Amcrican-­
b:ring privilc且c ， respec t. and authority to the peop1e with these "names." Thcsc crucl 
rcaliti巳 s are produced not because identity dcscribcs accuratc\y but because > t acts 
effectivcly 
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For essenüalists, th巳rc CXlStS aηaturaJ relation between the per.~on and his or 
her identity. lndividuals of certain identiti的 dcscrve eithcr opprcssion/violcncc or 
respect/privilcge hecausc they arc nalurally bom infcrior or supcrior. A sexist 、 lew

of women , a racist view of the Orient址， a Chüstian fundamcntaJist vicw of homosex 
uals , or a nationalist vicw of "China," thc血foτe，的 for essemialists a given tmth 
about either gcndeT, race , sexuali • y , OT nationality. Identity for thcm is fjxcd. The 
social rcl的ions it prcscribes arc natural rclations among human beings stcrcotypically 
dcfined 

Defining id凹üty as pcrformative does n叭， of course , dcny lhc fact that variou._ 
identities are rcccivcd and cxpcricnced by many as re泣l and natura l. Thc p 己所ormatlv
ily of these "natural" identitics , howeve丸 does show that thc supposcdly common 
quality of idcntified individual品 is not "rcality" or esscnce of identity , but its ideolog 
ical effects. Identity is performed bcc í:iuse its names cvokc the alrcady defined social 
reJations they are situatcd 1n. Racial discriminatir、n against blacks、 for cxamplc , has 
nothing to do with the 此in color dc ,<,crìbcd by the constativc adjcctive "black ," but 
evcrything to do with thc racist society • ha1. classifies cenain groups as infcrior and 
provokes its members to treat thcm acconlingly. With somc rcvision , Lou i:., 
Althusser's definition of ideology clcarly dcscrivcs this pcrforrnativc aspect of i吐en­

tity: identi叮叮叮:presses a 叫II (conservative, conformisl, æformist or rcvolutionary) , a 
hope or a nostalgia , rather than de~cribing a rcality" (For Maκx 234) 

The formulation of idcntity as performativc a1so pnint心 10 individuals' real 
ization of identi吵，只 idcological cffccts through pcrfom1ing thc social rol自，1

prescribes. If identity Lmc• ions through ideology , its formation can also bc 
dcscrived as ideology、 hailings or intcrpcllations of "çoncætc individuals as conCT巳le
subjucts ," as AlthllS'>巳r wnte只 abnut idcology ("Jdcology" 173). Howcver, identity 
cannot bc fully analyzcd as idcology. P"or iùentity is not mcrely thc p了oce的 of im巳r

pellatio凡 hut 日 lso fulfillmenl of thc sociaì <lcmands :t prcscribes. Idcolo且y ， among 
Ol her definition~ TCffy Eagh二 lOI\ L:\}包 υul ，品m h巳 understooù Z\~ "lhc mcdium in 
which conscious social actor、 makc sen間 of thcir world" and "lhe indi、pensablc

mcdium in which individuals live out thcir relations to a social structurc" (2) 
Through ideolo且y's medium, then , identity ;、 thc actual living out of social reiation惜
。r perlorming of social rnles 

Why study idcntil)" a、 perfOnTI3ti呵， whcn idcntity has been pro d.uctively c x.am 
incd as constnlcted instcad of a transccnJental e~scncc in our post-es~entialist and 
post-colonial era? To sce idcntity in pcrformative tc口ns ， as the fo l1owing chaptcrs 
wÎll ,<, how , foregrOl:nd 、 the paradoxi< al nature of identity as both fictjye (!nô real, 
representational and effectivc. ft takcs intn account both thc sc比 ial pr山css th iì1 

constltut自 identity and the produclion of its concretc cffcct through each inGiYidl~al's 
participation in that pr恥的s. lnstead of sceing individuals as dominatcd by dominant 
ideology or hegcmonic di~coursc in îdcntity politi帥，由c nmlon of identity 叫 pcrfor
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matrve 只lresses thc possibility of agcncy for an undcsi;-ablc idcntity to be replaced 
Tf identi月 is perfonnalive , il always rclics on its subjccts to pcrform it and is thcrc­
foæ 叫hjecl 10 h 己 not pcrfonncd or PCrfOffilCd diffcrcntly 

Most studics on class. gender , or race convinci月1y demOn~lra1 e these identitics' 
constructcdnc帖 and their pol> lical function as apparatm.e ,,> of power. The proccss of 
idcntification is shown both ro categorit,e individutl 巴 among a supp那;edly homoge 
neou、 coll巳Cl1V己， and to situatc thcm within an (imbalanccd) powcr rclation cnabling 
social , scxual or racial discrimination and deprivatinn. Its function is both to dcnom 
iT1 ate and differentiatc 品 wcll as to dirc泣，叫bordinatc. marginatia可 coloniLc 叩d

doη11nat 巳

Thc formulation of irlcntity as "petfonnance" recogni/es and highlights the valu 
al、lc knowlcdgc of idcnüty's construction 叩d dcconstTLlction madc availablc b)-.' post 
csscntial叫 studies. On thc onc hanrl , thc thcatricality implicd in "pcrfonnancc刊 cl山 i

fi凹 the inevitable ambiguity in Teresa de LaLfetis's use of the feml "把pre:、entation. " 
For 川陀prcscntalicn" givcs thc imprc 時 ion that thcrc lS an original idcntity rcp問

sented , whilε"perfoTI11anc巳" indicates that identity is nothing oth巳r thao what is 
dî <,;cUfsiveiy comtrucled and socially perf0TI11巴d. Althysser's di"tinction between the 
two Gcnn叩 words for th叫rical (re)prcsentatioo 加rSfellung and Vorstc l!ung, 

前uccinctly explains the nuances of lhe difference 

In Vorslellung , oneιertdinty has 10 do wilh a posirion , bUl one which is presented 
ο ui jron/ , which th 心~ ~Ll ppO~CS sOlllcthing which IS kept behind this prc-posiLÍo!l 

SOTI!cthing ,....hich is represen/ed h、 thal which is kcpt out fro !lt, [rcprc心!l lccl] b) 
ib emis~ary: the VrJr5' te/ lun{{. In f)arslellung ο n Ihe cOnlrary , there is nothing 

behind; thc 、 cry lhin位 i ， thcrc , 'da ,' prcscnlccl [oJJer/el i且 Lh巳 prcscncc o f" lhc 
represent叫ion (the IJarsl e/ lung) (Irang , & qtd by Sprinker , Irnagined Relalions 291) 

To 叩ccify idcntity as pClformancιthcrcforc strcsscs ils nat 'J rc as Dω stcltun月

instC <ld of Vorslc {fung. Thc thcatrical connotation of "pcrformancc" furthcrmorc is 
capahle of vividly de.~cTihing the effects of identity as self~reprcscntcd by individuals 
1 also want to cmphasizc that th巳己ffect ()f identily is roles wilhin the socialγela一

L1 0n心 con叫于'"clcted by ldcology. Identlly not only dlfrcrentiates but ordcrs individuals 
into hicrarchicalωtcgorics. Tllc hicrarchical bo叩darics can cxist only when individ 
uals kno \V "who thcy arc ," "kecp thcir pl況已c ，" and "do thc right thing" 10 巳ach other 
E刊entialisl vie\v :-, (mi吋unde，sland identity as thc n<ltural justification for diffcrcnt 

social positions indiv iCluals occupY , such as womcn's dome的 c ro1e in patriarchal soci­
cty , thc subordinatc role pcoplcs of color occupY in colonial socicty , or thc poor's 
JnSl叭的問nt rolc in c叩italist 曳叫 icty. The、e roles or positions arc pcrformativc in 
büth thc scnse th3.t thc s u_b~tancc of idcntity they purporl LU express is discursivel.y 
pcrfO:ílled and lhat identity has 00 other social cxistcncc than concrcte individuals 
fai出「叫 pcrforrnances 01' the:-，巳 roles in thcjr collcctivc lif(三
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What I have discusscd in gcncralized tcrms so far wi l1 find vcry g叫)(1 examples 
in E. M< Fontcr's depiction of racial politics in the la~t stage of the Brilish Raj in 
Tndia. Racial identity is depictcd as perfonned in A Passage to lndia. Colonial 
discourse in India , thc novel shows , assigns different social positions tn the Eng]ish 
and thc Indians according to thcir skin color--whitc colúnial authority and black infe 
nor n叫 ivcs. The main Tndian charactcrs in thc novcl complain about thcir inferior 
identity and the oppressivc socital ~tructurc it implics. For thcir skin color has 
condcnmcd them to a racc inferior and subordinatc to the coloniali叫 Engli的， who 
refusc to recognizc 叩y pcrformance by thc Indians' that indicates nthenvi時 As

Az i7 's allcgcd rape of Adcla shows , it is his idcntity a~ "a lasciviom, lndian" that 
detcrmincs what hc docs in thc cave , instcad of thc olher way around. Unless the 
colonial stagc is changed , it is impossible for Indians to p 巴 rfonn a diffcrcnt racial 
id巳ntity in India 

A Passage 10 fndia foregrounds this clo~e reJation bctwcen racial idcntity and 
thc colonial 鈍。 cìety of India. lt exposes the "performativity.. of English authority 
\virh incidents likc thc Anglo-Indiar詣， annual thcatrical production in thc c1ub and 
Fidlding's joke on thcir "white'. skin color. The .English's sense of insecurity causcd 
by thcir racial idcntity's p凹 fo行了lativity is vividly captur巳 d in thesc two incidents in 
the novc l. Early in thc noycl. Forstcr introduccs thc reader to thc An且10- Indians' 
thcatrical perfonnance through the club production of Hubcrt Hen可 Davies 1 Cousin 
Kate 

The third act of COtHin Kale was 吼叫ell adv叩ced by the timc Mrs. Moore reentcrcd 
the club 、Ninrlows were barred , leSl rhe servant~ should ~cc their mem~ahih~ 
actmg 仙e hcal y.，.a~ con只 cqucnlly immensc. Onc clcctric fan rcvolvcd likc a 
wOllnded bird , another wa~ out of order (22) 

The p巳rformance here appc3rs to scrvc merely as pan of thc scttìng , which la)'"s out a 
Iheηlalic contrast between Mrs. )lloQfc an且 Adcla，由c ncwcomcrs and thc Anglo-Indi 
am,. Mrs. .Y1úore had just bccn in a Mosque a叫 had a satisfying cúnvcr間tion with 
an lndian , Aziz. Adcla. who also cxpressed hcr wi~h to "see thc real India , ,. was 
adviscd by Ficlding to rcach out lO Indians (22). The An直lo-Indian mem-sahibs , on 
thc olhcr hand , on1y hope '.to hold stemly aloof," as Mrs. Callendar pu• s it , "[thc 
nativeJ can 且o wherc hc likcs as Jong as hc doe~n't come near mc. They g lVe me 
the creeps" (25-26) 

The eλpul~ìon of lh巳 lndian seTvant只 from thc club is onc of thc myriad exam 
ples of Anglo-Indians' cnforccmcm of colonial power through soc> al/racial!cul tural 
diffcrences. The Anglo-wo!11凹 's snobh的hness aml racism lowards Indians seem to 
have explaincd wl!y their actin且 should nm bc sccn by their ~e押ants. To lct thc 
scrvants walch them perform on stagc wouJd bc not only a social degradation but a 
penonal insul t. On thc othcr han吐， il also rcflects the Anglo-Indian malcs' intcrcsts 
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In patriarchal socicty womcn and their body a記 men's property. The windows havc 
to hc barred bccause , performing on stage , thc w個nen would bccomc an objcct of 
voyeuristic plcasurc for thc filü:y lndian sen'ants ster凹typically known for thcir 
(hyper)sexuality. This would degrade the angel in the house to the status of a scxual 
object 

However , the suffcring convcyed through the images of immense heat , cìosed 
spacc , and wounded birà insinuates an anguish not fully explained by thc simple 
cause-and-effect sentcr】cc 竹Windows werc barred , lest the se押ants shoulà see their 
mem-sahibs acti月 rr If the cxpulsion of servants is an expression of the 1二ngli品"
social/racial/cultural supenori旬， how to explain the anxiety anà insecurity imp1ιed in 
the metaphors? Be:-.id凹， servants were thc only Indians to 1ive closely to Anglo-Inài 
ans undcr the British colonial policy of separatism (民ieman 55-56). If whal matters 
1S their sexually chargcd gazc at theiT mern-sahibs , they woulà have their îllicit and 
voyeuristic pleasurc all the time. ln other word鈍， if they can be tolεrated for their 
serVl阻， why does thcir prescncc in the club become annoying alI of a suddet叮

The closc conncction bctwcen perfoπηaηce and identity meaηs that what is clan 
destir:ely involved is not so much the mem-sahi缸"且cndered" acting as thc 用hibs'

racial identity. Becausc idcntity lacks sclf-sufficicnt truth, thc social power the 
Eηglish hold depends on hoth nativc and Eng1ish acc叩tance of physical diffl叮巳nce

skin color and other fcalures--as marking authority and supcriority. Idcnti旬"

discriminato可 forcc ther巳 forc does not derive from God but has always to be 
pcrformed , that 時， "supp1emcnted" preci盟1y in the Derriàean scnse 

De汀ida's analysis of Rousseau's autobiographical writing points out that it doe前

not ref1 ect lhe reality of his expcrience or life. It >s rather thc cffect of a chain of 
supplcments 

thcre has never been anything but supplements , substitutivc significatio llS which 
could on1)" comc forth in a chain of differential references , the "real" supervening , 
and being added only wh i!e taking on mcaning from a trace and from an invoca 
tion of the suppleme叭， etc (59) 

Simj]arly , idcntity is nothing but incessant perfo口n叩ces preten<:iing to be rcality 
Instead of bcing the orig lO of English authority and superiori句， idcntity 的 in fact 
thc effect of supplements 

Homi Bhabha's notion of mnnicry and hybridity exhaustively delincates the 
ambivaJcnce in the product>on of identity effecls and the threat they face. Mimicry 
as Bhabha defincs it is a double utterance , hoth the colonialist's "desirc fOT a 
reforme品， rccognizablc Othcr" and "the sign of the inappropriatc ..a d】 ffe問ncc" ("Of 
Mimicry" 126). :Mimicry is thcrefore rcscmblance and menace at thc same timc 
Throu且h the native's incomplete imitation , as one that is "almost the san咒， but not 
qU1阻 mimicry "poscs an immancnt thrcat to both "normalìzcd" knowledgc and di比1
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plina可" power:-." (126). In other words , the reformability and the recalcitrancc of the 
native's dîffcrcnce becomes a threat to the construction of ra口al idcntity and discrimi 
natory authority bascd on the visiblc: color as thc cultural!political evidence of hierar一

chy and natural identity. Mimicry points to thc "prodigiolls and strategîc proàuction 
of conflictual , fantastic , discriminatory "identity effects' in the play of a powcr that 
is elusivc bccause it hidc:-. no essenccηo 'itself川 (130-31)

Bhabha later develops his notion of mimicτy into hybridity as the 咒petìtion and 
displacement of djfference in the coJonial discourse of identity and authority 

Hybridit、 is thc rcvaluation of thc assumption of colonial idcntìty through the 
repetition of discriminatory identìty effects. rt unsett!es the mimctic OT narC1S 
sistic demands 0 1" colonial power but reimplicates its idemifications in strategies of 
subversion that turn thc gaze of the discriminated back upon the eye of powcr" 
("'Signs Taken" 154) 

For Bhabha a form of subvcrsion occurs whcn coloniaJ dominance Îs supported 
more by the production of hybridization than by matcrial rcpressìon. Sincc colonial 
discourse is aJready split at it鈍。ngl口， the ~ite of hybrid > ty in colonial discoursc 
revealed by the native's mimic可 will turn "the discursive son副tions of dominance 
into thc grounds of intcn叩tion" ("Signs Tak間" 154) 

Althou且h in Bhabl尬's theory the agency for the display of hybridity in colonial 
discourse is the (unwitting) native's mimicry (e.g. , the Indians' refonn or rcading of 
thc Bible) , signs of hybridization frequcntly app巳ar among colonialists thcms巳lves. lf 
wc apply Bhabha's conccpt of mimîcry to the coloni2.list's Qwn revelation of thc 
ambival凹ce ， we wi l1 find that the Anglo-Indians' theatrical performance would be 
precisely such a site of hyhridi • y. ln this production of the realistic play , 1 in which 
they trie社 to "dress up as the middle-class English people they actually were" (40) , 
the Anglo-Indians' identity is doubled. Thcir ~ervants would see their formidable 
sahibs appear on stage as someone "almost the same" as the sahibs "but not qui妞"
The authority of thcir identi旬， prcscrved as an immediate mimetic effe口， would be 
cxposed as hybridity. 1n other words , their mimesls of identity reveals thcir racial 
idcntity as mimic可

Although Bhabha's explication of identity's ambivalcnce aηd the agency i t 
allows is very insightful , it sccms extremcly unlikely that the scrvants wOllld under­
stand identitγs constructednes包 at such an abstract levei. Rhabha'sηotion of hybrid 
ity can be rcformulatcd in perfonnativc tenns in order to explain the English 討ahihs'

unconscious fear. That isτtheir performance on stage woul且 show the servants how 
social 記lations are likewise perfonned 肘tead of transcendentally "given". As the 
English dress up and act on stage as thc middle-c• ass English pcoplc they actllally 
a呃， so they act as the mcm-sahibs thcy sccm to Indians. Thcir perfo口nance must 
not be watched by lndian servants , despite the immen悶 heat cndured to closc the 
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sta且c ftom sight , bccausc the thin linc bctween social life and pcrfonnance would 
bring the ~cn'anls' altenlion 10 thc pCrf0n11iltivity of thcir m臼n-sahibs' and 咱hib's

supcrior idcntily 
The p巳rformativity of identity becomcs conspicuous in the novcl's depictlon of 

rïelding'" remark on 此in color. Apparently to highlight thc uniquene~s of fïelding 
among thc Anglo-Indian~ in Chandraporc , Forslcr narratcs his joke in the club about 
"whitc'. skin 

The fC1llark thal did hilll rnoq harlll at the club wa~ a l"i lly G\.ide to the e汀ecl lh,\1 
the so .cal1ed white races are really pinkü 且rey He only said lhi~ tü be c:heery , 11e 
did nol rcalize that 'whilc' has nO lllore to do with a 以)lor lha血 'God sa\'e lhε 

King' with a god , and lhal il i 'i Ihe height οf lmpmpriely [0 consider what it dncs 
COlì丘ote Thc pinko-grey male whom he addressed was subtly ~candalized; his 
sense of lnsecurily was awokcn , and he communicalcJ il to the rest of the herd 
(65; my emphas的)

As physical differcncc , skin color' s colonial func tLon opcrales in racist discoursc 
lhrollgh the trope ()f what Abdlll lanMohamcd calls 刊 Manichean allcgory" 
("Economy.. 61). What arc in fact mctonymic cxtcnsions of the colnr whitc hccomc 
ib referent , conslative 1 江lth a!咕咕ncd with ,nom1 significan巳c. 1n order for racial 
identity to have its discriminatory pow叫， Indians and thc 1 三ng1ish ， too , must bc 
convinced 1hat a chain ()f 只L!pplcmcnts i月 an etcrnal csscncc 

fïe1ding's joke ~llhvcrts thc origin of authority in Er: ιlish racia1 idcntity by 
poinling out ambiguilY and hybridizing i1. The gap bctwccn skin color and thc moral 
ascendancv associated with ..whitc" is what social dccorum concεa1~. Thcrcforc it is 
"thc hcight of impropricty" to conlemplate the denotations (、 f thc wonl 刊 while.'

which are irrclevant 10 thc ~ocia1 position 羽毛cn thc discrcpancy in idcntity cffcct::.. 
lS accidcntal1 y expo他d by Ficlding. howcvcr , a social interactJOn is in立ncdiatcly t:-ig 
區ered. By sharing hi s fεclin且可 with th巳 re.;;1 ()f 1hc An已1o-Indian community , thc 
"pinko-grcy" English , and indccd the wholc com1TI unity can get rid of thc scnsc off 
Hl把curity hy ignoring Fieldi呵::.. rcmark a~ "sill)' asidc." When hi~ views becom巳
dangerou~ cnough , he wil1 bc dcprivcù of his Anιlo-Indian idcntit、， as hc is consid 
ered "not a sahih.. hy the Ang1o-Indian womcn (65): hü, words no longer then t凹的

lle is ILtcrally expelled from thc Clllb whcn his insistcncc on lhc fact of Aziz's inno 
cence irrilatc::.. the Anglo-lndians who havc ..rallicd ro thc banner ()f rac巳 and

cond巳mned Aziλon no other ba~i::.. (1 83) 
The lndian scrv叩rs 盯e baπed from the English' 只 perfonnancc bccausc dramatic 

play revea1s the p巳rfo口nativity of idcntity. Like the 鈍。cia1 ùccor巳m operatHlg to 
contain the subvcrsive message ()f fielding's rcmark , thc exclmion of his pcrson 
from thc club 咄押的 10 concca1 thc truth (]f identilY. This sensc of insccurity will 
become clear by tuming 10 th巳 imperial function of idcntity in Briti~h co10nia1 
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hist。可， we find that defensive strategies--moralizatio凡 expulsion ， education，叫C
cover up thc hybridity in identity widely practiced ar eve叮 levcl to ensure i吐 eologi

cal status 叩d colonial power. Sir Charles W. Dilke and Spcnser Wilkinson obs己鬥C
in Imperial Defence that En且lish rule over Ir咕 ia "rests only to a limited extent upon 
their own supcrior force" 001-2). What makes it possible , besi也可 the divisions 
among the indians , is English moral ascendancy , that 凶. their 可haracter" and "self­
confidence" which produce in Indians an imaιC of Great Brita凹's omnípresence. The 
crucial significance of this image is summed up by Dilke and Spenser in the follow 
mg wor，丘 s

For a century the Englishman has behavcd in India as a demi-god. He accounts 
himself a superior be:ng equal in all the works of wär and government to hur::dreds 
of Indians , and the majority of the inhabita:lts take him at his own evaluation 
A叮 awakening of this confidence in the minds of the English or of the Indians 
wouJd be dangerous. (l02) 

Similarly V. G. Kiernan points out the importance of ideological control of Indiam. 
for the English colonizers after the 1857 M叫iny by citing a st。可 about a solitary 
Englishman confider>t in the power of his appearance to quiet the ang月 mob passion 
of an Indian town. Kiernan further writes that this enoπnous confidence depends 
much on "the studied remoteness of the Engli站， as of a race more than human in 
ciril as in military li缸， capable by divine wa口ant of that art if government , that 
'mystery' which rulers , as James I held , must keep strictly to themselves" (55; my 
emphasis) 

Although rhe English have a finn belief in the natuτaJne叫 of their authority , 
their "studied" appearance betrays an anxiety , often an unconscious one , that the 
power they hol丘 might not rea!ly origìnate in their skÌn color. Their superiority 
therefore has to be assened by calculated performances , as supplement. In order for 
lÌ"us s目ni-divine identity and power to ho1d , for example , the Engti.sh administrators 
have to retire and leave India at an agc long before senility so that "India never [ 
sees] the giant old and feeble'" (Kiernan 55). The significance of this practice is not 
confined to the discursive level. That Piel泣的g's siUy joke 00 the word "white" can 
cause such insecurity among Anglo- Indians is due to the fact that when the word 
does not perform. identiry does not perfonn ei廿ler. "White" 的 not just a word desig 
nating skin c010r. lt is also privilege , authority , and superior identity. It is not only 
a noun but a perfoηnaüve of social relations , supporting racial discrimination and 
colonial domination 

To point Ollt that a '"white" wüh al1 its allegories in fact does not correctly 
describe skin color ls to disclose the gap betwc 己 n perfoffilative capacity and consta 
tive truth. The white whom Fielding addresses cannot but feel insecure for. after ü 巳

constative illusion is gon己， he will have to face the fact that the on1y foundation of 
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his colonîal power îs Tndia肘， collcctivc compliance. This threat is îrnrnedîately felt , 

since as Sandy Pctrey has succinctly put it 

when we do things with words , wc cnacl not only what we name but also the rela 
tionship making the name an acr. Language is pcrformativc of social hcing as 
机.'cll as illocutionary force; if word~ fail lo do thc things thcy should , social being 
has failed as well. (Sp昭ech Acls 20) 

Just as the servants are forbiddcn to watch thc Eng1ish perfonn , the English them 
selves are not allowed to contcmplatc skin color in thc namc of "propriety ," lest their 
racial idcntity and colonial rule should become insecure after revealing this knowl 
cdge to the colonizcd 

To ~ee identity as pcrformcd thus enable us to have a more complete piclure of 
how racial supremacy to a ve可 SI且nificant dc且rcc is "actcd" out , and to Have a 
bettcr notion of the insecurity and fear always lurking behind the perfommncc of 
racc. Strategics dcploycd to conceal the performativity of racial identity are there 
fcrc ncccssary and appear in various forms. 1 have only shown two as depicted m 
Forstcr's A Passage tu !ndia--b剖 rÌng the native fmm the English's theatrical p巳rfor
mances or forbidding to contemplate the skin color of white and black. Many more 
wi11 b 巳 discovered as the perfonnativity of race is .become:已 better known. Thc powcr 
relation between the colonial white an且由c colonizcd black wil1 thcn nccd to bc 
rethou且ht lcss as domination lhan cunning performance 
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