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H A SR

On Ssu-Ma Ch’ien’s Views
ol Wealth and Profit-Making

Ruei-rong Lu*

Abstract

This paper aims at an analysis of Ssu-ma Ch'ien’s views
toward profit muking and civil economic activities on the basis
his Historian's Records {Shih Chih). Comparison is alse made
between Ssu-Ma Ch'ien and/or Pan Ku and Hstin Tzu in
regard to their economic thought.

It is argued that the contrasts between Ssu-ma Ch'ten and
Pan Ku lie in the fellowtngs: (1) Ssu-ma Ch'ien confimms the
place of merchanis in history while Pan Ku denounced busi-
nessmin for corrupting social norms and stability; (2) Ssu-ma
Ch’ier asserts thar profir-making is ol human nature while Pan
Ku oppose 11, (3) Ssu-ma Chien affirms economic liberaliza-
tion while Pan Ku insisled thal state control over commercial
activitles.

This paper concludes with three majer points pertaining
1o Ssu-ma Ch'ten’s views of wealth and profit-making: (a)
profit-meking is of human nature, (b) economic independence
and freedom of merket are necessary, and (¢) businessman
must employ commercial strategies and contribute to soecial
welfare. All these three views convey implications lor modemn
speicty,

Kevwords: State control of cconony;
distinction between righteousness and profit.
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