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The Study of History of Chinese Political
Thought: Some Methodological Considerations
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Abstract

This essay represents an attempt at some methodological
reflections on the study of the history of Chinese political thought. Tt
is divided into seven sections. Following the introductory section, the
distinctiveness of Chinese political thought (Section 2}, and the
“external approach” (Section 3 and 4} as well as the “internal
approach” {Section § and 6) are discussed with concrete examples.
Special attention is devoted to both the strengths and limitations of
these two approaches to the study of Chinese political thought. The
concluding Section 7 suggests that both appreaches can equally be
employed to conduct research on various aspects of Chinese political

thought.

Key Words : Methodology, politics, China.
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