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The Establishment and Demolishment of the
Feudal System in the Chou Dynasty

Chi-Ping Lin

Abstract

When we study the political and social structure in ancient China,
one of the most critical issues among others is the impact of the feudal
system. Since it was established in the Dynasty of West Chon, the
feudal system has excrted an overwhelming influence on cultural,
social, and political dimensions of the pre-historic time in China.
Therefore to discuss the impact of the feudal system is to hold the key

which ean open up the process of cultural formation in ancient China.

This paper attempts to reconstruct the authentic situation of the
rise of the feudal system in both temporal and spatial axes and to
present the founding and the destruction of the feudal system in the
Chou Drynasty from diverse perspectives. This paper will be divided
into six parts. First of all, T will discuss the relationship between the
Shang and the Chou Dynasties and argue that it is by force of arms
and not by some moral factors that causes the fall of the Shang Dynasty
and the rise of the Chon Dynasty. Next, [ will analyze the traits of the
feudal system of the Chou Pynasty from the perspective of "armed

colonization." Thirdly, I will investigate the Chou Dynasty's scheme to

*Associate Professor and Acting Chair, Deparement of Chinese Language and Literature,
National Chi Nan University
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install a feudal prefecture and to found a vassal state. Fourthly, [ will
base my interpretation of the land plan of the feudal state as well as its
order significance on the above discussion and the relationship between
the feudal system and the city-state. Fifthly, I will base my analysis of
the infiltration phenomenon of blood relationship within the political
body on the relationship between the feudal system and the clan law.
Lastly, I will argue that the relationship between states and the feuda!
blood ties has drawn toward its end because of the destruction of the
clan law by marquis states. This critical moment is the time for the

new type of “state” to come on the historical stage.

Keywords : blood, feudal, state





