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A Study on Wang Shih-chen’s
“Shih-sheng K’ao-wu” Concerning Some
Historical Facts m Chia-chin and Lung-ch’m Times

Wu, Chen-han*

Abstract

Wang Shih-chen was an important historian in late Ming
times. Many historical writings on the Ming Dynasty were
originally derived from Wang's works among which “Shih-
sheng K'ao-wu™ attracled the most attention. However, biased
by his history wriling style and his personal sufferings, Wang,
in some items of “Shih-sheng K'ao-wu”, cxaggerated or even
went astray {rom the historical facts occurred during the tran-
sition of Chia-ching to Lung-ch'in times. This article, thus,
probed into many Ming histeriographies, and chose ten items
from “Shih-sheng K'ao-wu”, all focusing on the Chia-ching
and Lung-ch'in periods, as targets upon which I set up my in-
vestigations and comments. The present research, on the one
hand, trics to explore the ways, that Wang Shih-chen used to
deal with historical issues, and to clarify some facts of late
Ming history; it, on the other hand, also intends to draw a
profile depicting political struggles during the transition of

Chia-ching to Lung-ch’in times.

Key Words: Wang Shih-chen, “Shin-sheng K'ao-wu”,
Emperor Shih-tsung, Yen Sung, Wang Yu.
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