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The Kingcraft and Idea of Revolution of
Ancient Learning School in Tokugawa Japan:
Ito Jinsai and Ogyu Sorai

Kun-Chiang Chang*

Abstract

This essay explores mainly the "kingcraft” and "idea of
revolution" as articulated by Ito Jinsai ( 1627-1705 ) and Ogyu
Sorai { 1666-1728 ) in Tokugawa fapan, and the reasons why
they, as believers in Chinese Confucianism differed, so greatly

in their core thought of kingcraft?

The kingcraft, an important theme in the Confucianism of
East-Asia, is briefly introduced in section I . I also explain
why I choose the kingcraft of Ancient Learning School as fo-
cus of my analysis, and discuss Japan's transformation of Chi-
nese Confucianism and its particularity. In section &, I have
distinguished both scholars' idea of kingcraft, and have inves-
tigated the dialectical relationship between "king" ( £) and
"craft" (i) . Since Jinsai and Sorai exposed the "kingcraft"
in the context of different classics, an analysis is also made to
the interrelationship among their thoughts of "king", "craft”,
and "classics". Thus, the differences between their "kingerafts”

can be clarified.

The graduate student, Department of History of National Taiwan University.
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The section Il brings us to the analysis of the subject of
this study. A discussion falls on the kingeraft of both scholars.
I first describe 1) the comparison between Jinsai's kingeraft
and Sorai's Ancient kingcraft, and illustrate synthetic differ-
cnces on which the following sections were based. Further
analyses are made to clarify 2) both scholars’ 1dea of kingeraft
and hegemony, which conditioned what a king should be
marked their perceptions of the relationship between
"kingcraft" and "hegemony.” It is concluded that Sorai ex-
cluded "inner sagacity” and vencrated "outer kingcraft,” while
Jinsai underestimated "inner sagacity” and esteemed "outer
kingcrati." This difference is attributable to 3) both scholars’

positive attitudes toward Kuan Chung (45743 |

In section IV, I analyse the image of T'ang-Wua (35 - i)
and Idea of Revolution as perceived by Jinsai and Sorai. They
all rationalized this revolution. Sorai stressed the alternation

of "heavenly mandate,” regardless of any atrocity, remaining
strong loyalty to the ruler; however, Jinsai highly valued de-
mocracy in spite of "heavenly mandate”. Hence, both schol-

ars’ revolutionary thought threatened to overthrow Bakufu.

Key Words: Ancient Learning School, kingcraft, idea of
revolution, Ito Jinsai, Ogyu Sorai, Tokugawa

Japan.
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