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Abstracl 

I hc papcr ar且ues for thcωntinucd validity and strcnglh of thc 

conccpt of a cla~sical hcritagc III modern lifc by cxploring a particular 

cx扎mplc ， ib rolc i11 ~hapi Jl g--and finding ne札 form in--thc ci、 ic ClIJt urC 

o t' the L Ill lcd Stalc~ 11 cx為1ll1l1 e、 the challengc:-. lhal rnodc l11 ity and Îts 

ctllt of re、。 lut lOnary chan g:c h旭、 c poscd 10 thc age-old equatioll of 

Icgitimacy with antiq山 ly ， '\J owhcn: ha~ thi~ bccn Jn orc c、 ident lhan 

'"、mcrica's short and excepllonall) d、l1 aITIH: hlSlol、 A11 cducational 

curriClllulll 日olcd in thc hcritaflc of 仙c ancicm world--Greek_ Roman 

and Christian--ha、 been 馬 upplanled as "u可etìll knowledge" h) thc 

practical dcmand、 and l1l ora[ a l1l biguitic~ 01 叫lcn11 日c and cconomic 

dncloprncn1. Yct lhc 叫rong and enduring civic culturc of the Ijnited 

Sl叫山f(lot叫 in il hero lC pa~t that rcfonllulat i.:d thc conωpt of clas~ical 

rcpubllcilnbm , rcmi l1 d~ 11 毛 1 1.削 thc aulhorit、 deri、 ed from tradition can 

be rccon 、lil11tcd in \\avs thal susta1l1 and hci i!htcn its nower 10 educatc 

and IIl fOrlll As we seek \va)只閃閃111\ 1名orate traditional lcarning 

thcrdorc , wc :-.hould a丸。“i aSSU rTlm巴 too ~harp a di、 idc bctwc九二n oId 

nnd T1 C\\ lest \\c 叭 crloo 1<. the creati、 c adaplallons that havc continucd 

10 日 1 、(; the clas~i心al hcritage its cndllnng appeal and 、 aluc
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Let mc begin with the Lnited Statcs one-dollar bill 八t ti問1 ::.ight it Illay sccm 

a lonz wa> from thc class1Cil cu叮iculum or indccd any kind ofclassical pa 后 t cxccpt 

in thc scnse of the dollar's longstanding reno\\n as a symbol of arrogant modernity 

and m <l1erial的m_ But within thc material can oftcn he found jhc Illora l. and thc 

dollar bill di叩1月 5 a potent and mysteriOlls lmagc可 a hurnan eyc surn叩ull Ìl ng a 

pyramid of stone blocks and a I..atin tc\.t dravvn from the p(咒1 Virf!- il、白且旦旦

以稽。wm~ _IJ旦V【!-!.s"Qf(JQ_ ，s，c，çlWll，1n (it gÍVCS favor to these beginnings、 a ncw ordcr 0 1' 
the ages).l 

rhe apparcnt paradox of proudly proclaiming a decisive brca l--; with the past 

with words tak巳n from an ancient te 'X t is the fjrst theme--the sustaining and 

validation 0 1' thc mιjcrn by mcans of the rcspcct and valllC accorded to thc 

am:iellt--that J want to pursue in 1his paper 

A 叩cond is drawn from that image of thc cy它只urmounting thc pyrarnid. for it 

serves to sywbulizc thc way寫 in whκh uur cap 在 city to see can hc litcrally 

hci叫做n吋 by Ihe advanlagc we draw from 1闊的miUcd cxpc附ncc and wisdo111. thc 

1c伊cy of \vhat 叫lf own particular modcrn culture can be hrought to see as its 

Iraditional r叫Jts

:YIy third and final thcmc suggcsls that Ihc Arncrican cxrcricncc , if 1110rc 

dcrivati、 c and sh Oli-lived 1han Ihat 01' some others (51比 h (1::' thc Chincsc) , nwy in 

fact hav巳 somc 叩ggestions to o lTer as to hov.,.- a c!assical hcrita拉巴山n bc 

rcinvigoratcd thruugh transmission and rcdcfinition 、 and can becomc a fundamental 

and enduring c叫n仰ncnt 0;: \\, hat reop1c scc 出 sharmg thelr continlled human 

idcntity and Iheir pOlcntial for future gro叫h

1'0 lurn back to the fïrst thcmc , thc somctirncs paradoxical int叮play of old and 

new. !et mc lIltroduce Ihis by way of s凹ne broad cornmcnts about the challcnges 

that il has prcsclltcd to the rnaintenance of the classical lega(.;)' in reccnt tirncs 

J'hcrc havc been bursts 01' slartling creativity and originality throughout hllman 

history. but for much of the pasl two thollsand years, human bcings h仇'c hclped 

thc1Tlsclvcs to mo\'e forward by looking back to experiencc as thcir best guidc. I'ar 

more than ift Chinesc history, the transmission of past cultures has becn rcndered 

difliclllt in Europe and thc Miùdlc Fast by invasion. di~ruption ， and conqu的t_ Yct 
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culture has often been preserved by the ve可 forces that werc imposing new fonns 

of authority: Rome famously conquered Greece onl) to be captured in its turn by 

Greek leamin l<. and ohilosoohv. Invadcrs of the Roman cmoirc embraced 
心

旦旦旦旦且豆 just as many Mongols \,'iO uJd bccome sinici且d. Ccltic t110nks rccei",'"cd, 

prescrved. and thcn passed back to continental Europc a heritage of e叫 ier learning 

Arab invaders convcy巳d c!assical scholarship back to a Europc forcibly severed 

from BVLantiu t11 

This repeated process of transmission and acculturation gaincd m叫nentum

from the valuc pcrceivcd in the learning of past not only for its humanistic insights 

but for the practical instruction it ga、 e in such fields as medicine, geography、

agricu 1ture. astronomy, and te巳 hnology. The past could be "useful" for both spirit 

and body. But it also stcmmed from a profound and widely held con、 iction that 

not only lookcd back to the past times for guidancc but equated antiquity \vith 

legitimacy. Thus the medieval world refeπed to Aristotlc in biology, to Ptolemy in 

geography可"'吋 to the ßib1c as a sourcc o[ morality and law. Political leaders 

proclaimed their intent to 時store thc empi閃 of the Romans and thc unity of early 

Christendom. With their subjec 俗， they conceptualized changc in terms of a 

reco、可η、 a renaissance that was a rebirth not a ncw creation. Their best hope , as a 

famous mcdicval phrase put it, \....as to be as dwarfs at叩 the shoulders of giants 

Yet this sccming humility also embodied a conceit, for sitting on those 

sl的uldcrs ， thc dwarf could hope可 like the eye atop thc pyramid cited as my sccond 

themc. to see a little further than the giant frame below. Graduall子" and with the 

mc間asing specd în the last several centuries, that confidence in a greater vision has 

outgrO\vn the need to look back to the past for reference. For Europeans、自at

change was surely accentuated by the discovery, invasioll, and colonization of lands 

that la) outsidc the ancients' knowlcdge and experiencc、 especially thc Americas 

These could only bc New and not recovered Worlds. Thc sense of severance from 

thc past was hcighten吋 by the technologicaJ devclopment that helped facilitate that 

expJoration, cxploratîon in turn fol10wcd by exploitation that furnished much ofthe 

capital by whîch thc westem world embarked upon its 11 l1 p悶cedcnted scientific and 

industríal dcvelopment 
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日J thc cightcC111h century, within wcstem sζKle旬" thcrc arc unmistakable signs 

of a bclicf that such a grcatcr \'isio11 could scrvc, in thc words of John Adams, to 

makc thc world ancw. For an histo rJ an of thc !\tlantic ~vorld ， nothing hcttcr 

句 mboli三cs thc consc的us brcak with thc past than thrcc famous publications of a 

slllgle year, 1776: Tom Paine '5 bli叫ering denllnciation of the 11l thc鬥 o s 主.cro~anct

v<:ritics of 府、 narchy， British constitlltionalism、 and thc impcrial c叫meclion in h的

bcsHclling pamphlet, ~~!n_且旦旦旦旦巴巴 J hornas Jcfferson's doqucnt exposition of 

how 軒)vcrnmcnts nccd not bc inherited bllt could bc made ancw by each generation 

川 thc United 'States' Declaralion of Indcpcndcncc; aI吐 Adam Srnith's argument tor 

un長ttered cconomic cntcrprisc in his W~4，I ，tll，，()J.~，4ti，叩~. Thcsc writings hdpcJ to 

touch off a se rJ es of politi巳al cataclysms in the W的tern \Vorld--the Age of 

Rcvollltion--in which thc vcry word、 '0、 ol11tion ， once signifying thc hopc of return 

10 a bc1ter past was recast to signify (and to lcgitimatc) thc wholcsalc rc叩ructunn忌

。 f gov<.:rnment and、 by the present ccntuηof society itsd f. With thesc changes 

carnc a 間working 0 1' the purposC5 ()f educatio tl" "uscful knowledgc" , once defined 

川 tcrms of a groumli月 in class間 1 lcarning可 no\\' lookcd tO\'iard a traìnìn g. 111 the 

心kills of ~cjell呵， bllsine時， anJ 扭曲nolo的" that 、iYould promote thc advanccmcllt of 

S州時 Thc statc itsclf bccamc cnvisioncd le :;,s as a moral commllllity unitcd by 

law and rn叫 c as an cnte巾rise association rcsponsiblc for bcrtenng i的 members'

physical \\ell+being. Socicty a5 a wholc su仟ercd 組 collcctive loss of memory--of 

lraditional values, of the prccariousnc~s of livc~ cut short by crisc~ of subsistcncc, 

。 f c\'cnts morc than a generation old 

So 1t111ch is ramiliar. and thc weslem world、 recent cconom l(': and polltical 

p間dominancc--its momcnt in world histcη 、 nm\' on the wane--has prcssed 

somctbing ofthe same pattern ofchange do \Vn on other arcas ofthe globc 

Yct, and turnin立 no\\' from the \vestern expcricncc as Icsson to its humbler 

、 alue as eλamplc， a closer exarnination ()f thc history ()f thc rccent leadcr of that 

wcstern hegcm叫ly--thc United States月 docs Icacl us to my third themc. ror it 

rcveals ways ín which cvcn that rnodern !cviathan. the lJnited States, stil1 1山lks for 

ilS cd \lcational 、 alucs a1叫 configuring sociopolitical structnrc to a past defined in 

cla出icaltcrms_ Whut follo\V s、 I should rnake plain from the start , is not a classical 

lega叮 in terlllS of cncapsulating nnd trans111itting the textual purity of thc wrilings 
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of such sagcs as Aristotlc, Cicero, or Confucius, save at several stagcs of remove 

Rather, and perhaps heretically in the context of this confe間nc民 ît consists of a 

transmÎssion and rcformulation of belicf systcms and pat1crns of bchavior, clcments 

în the formation of a distinctive civic culture 

To see this in its unfolding contcxt, we must look back to thc seUlement ofthat 

world that seemcd decisi時 ly ncw. From thc time of thc first cstablishmcnt of 甘)C

British colon時 s that grew to bccome 1hc United States, thc settlers worked hard to 

educate their children in thc valu目 that would gÎve meaning to their new 叩cleties

Without cxception, thcy looked back to the cu\turcs from which th叮 had just 

de但rtcd. 'Ibc N叫 England Puritans foundcd scho晶晶d 出en a 

collcge--Harvard--with a curriculum d自igned to furnish students with a training in 

ancicn1 languages that would enable them to rcad and study thc Protestant Biblc 

Thc Christian and thc classical past intcrwovc to provide a blucprint for sh叩mg

'0巳iety and the moral values it would uphold. Even at this early datc the閥、 crc

signs oftcnsion in thîs relationsh中， as some fcarcd 由a1 studyin且“heathen' 嗎.nters

5uch as Homcr or Cic r.:ro would inculcatc pantheistic values. In thc nÎnetecnth 

ccntury, such evangelistic colleges as Kcnyon and Oberlin would move away from 

c1assical s個dies except as “ they were subservicnt to the truths of the gospcJ" and 

students at thc latter schoo\ al onc point built a bonfire 01' their Latin texts.2 

Throughout thc coJonia\ pcriod, howcver, a grounding in thc classical authors 

rcmaincd an inlcgral part of earJy American education, the more so as it was seen as 

the n間的 sa可 accompanimcnt of a gcnteel1ife. A Virgìnian such as William Byrd 

lookcd to classical litcra仙re to pro\吋c hîm with a means of comprehending his 

inher恥d respon到bilities as planter and slaveholder, one that would set h的 modc of 

life within a tradition rc f1ecting honor. upon those who shared in it. Many 

followed his cxample in building 1idcwatcr mansions that literaJly placed their 

owners atop a classical pcdestal, testimony to thcir acceptance of 1hc dictum of 

Presidcnt John Withcrspoon of the coll巳ge at Princcton, that ‘ thc rcmains of the 

胡C帥的 arc the standards oftastc. ,,3 

Living in the New WI凹ld， thcrefore可 was configured in scvera\ w句句 by a 

heritage drawn from thc 01d. Yet we should al50 note the dcgrcc to which thcsc 

classical and biblical tr吋itions were already bcing fi! tered and reconfigured 
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through tran"lation alld selectîve 叫rnmentary. Thc hîstory of the an叫111 W叫ld

was scanned for the morallcsso n"; it taught conccrning the causι丐。f the rise and fal1 

of sücicties and the thrcat posed by tyrants to the 凹usc of libcrty. Frorn the Bìblc 

111 turn. came 1Il吼叫已tioll on the duties of just ru!ers and 汁 c sanctity of indìvidual 

CO I1 SClenCc_ Thcse In tum <;trcngthcncd civic idcntity: the colonists' loya!ty to the 

1I1Other c叫I1try's ru!e dcrivcd depth and lllcaning from thc British constitution's 

間pllted cmbodimcnt of thc balanccd govcrnmcnt praised by 八ristotlc and Polybius 

as we!! tì"OI1l kno仇 Icd且e ()f ßritain's ro!e as a bulwark of Prot的tant ChristeJldom 

rhe first 'itagcs of Amcrican Revoluti凹1 did tlOl brcak \....ith this past. Thc 

以Jlonist 'i resistcd 13riti5h po!icy, it has bccn pointcdζ川1. largcly bccausc London 

\vOldd nol continue to Ict them !ivc a5 Eng!ishmcn. Leading patriots such as John 

Ada111s and John ])ickinsoll rcmained tì.:rvent admircrs ()f the 巳nglish 叮 stcm of 

govermncn t. It was on年 after Britain had, jn dfcct, dec1arcd the cO!O l1 les 

mdependcnt by proc!aiming them 10 be a statc ()frcbe!!ion、 that Amcricans were left 

alollc with Amcrica and forced to cOllccive a l\d jmplement new furms of 

governmen t. Thi可 they did by looki月的 much back a::; fO f\vard_ Alrcady the oft 

cilcd para!lds cvidcllt in Rornc and England's dec! inc mto lllxury and impcria! 

oppression had eased thc p句'Cho!ogica! strain of defyîng Fngl的h authority. fhe 

gro\ving numbcr of appcals by writ叮s such as Sam Adams and John Dickìnson to a 

la\\I hl怠her than that cxpre臼cd in parliamellta可 statute or roya! command 110\\, 

fUUlld all1horily in the ancîent and cla叫叫1\) sancti叫cd concept of a Sllprcrnc la\'". 

ruot以I in the natural order and thc dictatcs of human reason. As England proved 

to bc an abusi海 e parcllt, so Amcricans lookcd to a higher αlU rt and to thc long 

history orthe human fami!y as the bf泌的 for their rights as mcn 

And \\'hcll 悶sistallce lïnally hcca1l1C rcbellion. thc classica! heritage he! ped to 

pro、 ide，川 the conccpt and practicc of rcpllblicanism , what can be termcd an 

a!ternative lcgitimacy, one that he!pcd American話 (0 出tablish an idcological as well 

as institlltional autonomy from En位land. Thc cvenls of 1776 touched 0行 a

prolonged dcbate cünccrning the lessons the p叫 could conlribule 10 sbaping thc 

lI e、、立。、 crnmcnts that 11ldependcncc wou!d require. Thc fo t1l1ncs of past Greek 

and Roman repub!比s \\.crc dlssected in search oftho站已!elllcnts that had prodllccd 

strength witho l1t ty叩nny. pro叩erity \\ ithollt lllx lI r手 and long的 it1' \vithout 月 cnilit1'
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Out of a successful diagnos芯， it was hoped, could come a prescription for fonns of 

government capable of escaping from that hitherto reJentless cycle of youth, 

maturity, and decline that had overtaken all earlier republics, a political 0吋er that 

would be immune to the ravaεes of time and human ambition. Moreover--and 

here the concept of c1assical republ此間的m again played an important intellectuaHy 

enabling role--these would be states capable of engaging the moral allegiance of 

their citizens without thc support of an officially recognized religious system 

American Protestantism, for its all that it remained--and remains--a powerful force 

in American socie句， would lose its role as a prerequisite of civic identi可

From this debate, and the extraordina可 burst of constitution-making that too 已

place in Am叮ica between 1776 and 1790, emerged governments containing much 

that had been previously known 祖d practised--senates, bicameral legislatu間h

executives with limited vetoes, frequent elections, and bills of rights, all dcfended 

by reference to th臼r tried and tested legitimacy “Experience must be our only 

guide," contended John Dickinson at the Philadelphia convention of 1787，“r剖叩n

may mislead US. ,,4 But these govemments, it must be acknowledged, also e叩bodied

new principles and procedures that had only tenuous roots in the past. For the first 

hme, constltut lOns we間 being created not inherited‘ they were bcing recorded in 

written fonn; and they were being solemnized as fundamentallaw by the evolution 

of fom1al procedures for draf剎時， p叩 ular rati日cation ， and futu甜 amendment

These innovations 間sted ， in turn, upon a now sanctified belief in the people as 

sovereign and as the ∞nstl叫ent power of government (though a people, it might be 

noted, as yet stilllargely deflned as the country's white male Protestant freeholders) 

At once exp時間ing and restraining this belief in popular sovereignty was the 

cqually fervcnt conviction that no one group, cven a m句ority， should bc entrusted 

with unlimited po\ver. The people might empower but that power must be divided, 
checked, and balan且d. From this Jine ofthought sprang the theme that more than 

any other lies at the heart of American political practice--th滋 it is better to bring as 

many interests as possible within goverrunent to contend for power than to allow 

any one group to become so dominant as to excite a hostility to govemment among 

otl圳、 excluded groups. In place of a choice between efficient autocracy and 

me仟ective pluralism, there emerged the possibility of governmcnts that were both 
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potent and inclusive, the first becaust己 of the second. Out of deep ref1cction about 

the fate of governments ancient and modem came an incisive ne\',' synthesis of the 

lessons ofhisto可一-"a republican rcmedy," in James Madison's famous phrase可 'for

the diseascs most incident in republican government.,,5 

The vi怠。rous debate that accompanied the drafting and r 油 fication of the 

United States constitutîon of 1787 showcd that Americans of the revolutionary 

ge肘ration did not immediately resolve their vi創刊 on government, particularly as it 

rclated 10 the relationship betwccn authority at the statc and nationallevels. In the 

years tha1 follo v. ed , too, the potential for amendment built Into the 

con吼叫叫的n-making process allowed the individual Ameri，已an states to 間work

elements of thcir mechanisms of government so as to embody a more direct 

cxpression of popular \vil l. But these changes only served to rcinforce allcgiancc 

to 1he constitutional struc仇lre as a whole. lndeed, within a decade of 1787, and 

despitc the growing faclÌonalism of party strife, thc Rcvolution's constitutional 

settlemen1 had bccome what it has since remained: the venerated bcnchmark and 

contìgurativc structurc of American political li伐， and the produci ofrevolution seen 

as making further revolutions unnecessa可 Hence[orth， Americans might disagree 

011 the finer points of the national constitution's inte巾retation ， but wÎth 、 cry rare 

cxceptions (William Lloyd Garrison , a fierce opponent of the ConstitutÎon's 

tolerance of slavery, was one) they did not challenge its sanctity. E、刊en during the 

cri"is that led up to the Civil War--the grcatest failure of American 

CO I1 stitutional ism• ncither side rcpudiated the country's basic framework o[ 

皂overnment: to the contrary, the South's a口empted sccession was accompanied by 

its enactment of a con到itution virtua l1y identical to that of the Union it sought to 

leave 

What had emerged. as observers since Tocqueville have tloted, was a C1VÎC 

culture that uniquely centercd national identity and obligation around a body of 

politi凶 1 institulions and a traditi叫1 of widespread participarion 111 C1V1C a叮..目

Americans did not immediately give up tn吋itional be!iefs tl1at citizenship should in 

S臼llC fashioll be linkcd ill 'iome ülshion to whiteness 、 masculinity、 landholding， or 

Protcstanti訂了1. But 1h叮J 皂avc way ill the face of a strollger and more universal 

crced. To bc an American啥叫叭的 establi 'ihc止 was not a matter of blood, color, 
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c1 a吭 or rellgl叫s affiliation but o[ loyalty 10 acccplcd political pr叫cdures and 

principlc弓; to hc designated -'un-American-'--that a吋 cctlVC CUl叫d in thc l1 il1ctecnth 

ccntury which bι:camc notorious in thc twcl1ticth--wa 這 to he suspcctcd o i' 

rcpudiating thc可c hahits and ideals. Groups .'.ccking il1clu<:io l1 in the polit比al

nation--ethnic immiιrants可 nOl1-Protcst (l nt~ 人frican-Ameri巳 ans 叭 omαl--did 叩 b>

pr叫laimi月 thcir wholehearted adhcrcncc to thc nation'可 ideals and bv brandinε 

their exdusioll as contrary to the:-.e idcals' morc pcrfcct expre:.:-.lon 6 Thc 

continued 、trength o[ thc rc可 olutionary era a~ thc [ormativc period o[ natio l1<11 

culturc and idcntitv can he m心!l~urcd in thc determination of cach of the man) 

gr()up ll1g~ 、\ithin rhc i\merican r叩 lity 10 idcntii) rhcir pa此icular n:al or imagined 

contrihution--bc it hcro. hcroinc, battlefield. 01' cultural contribution--to thc ~凶。 ot

thc 1"ounding of thc Repuhlic. ()nc 0 1" thc ironic philosophical hurdcns bornc h) 

Americans、 it has bccn aptly rcmarked，的 that they are a pcoplc who concei心。i

themsel、 e~ a:. ha\'ing bcgun \\, üh a pcrfcct rast as defined by thc Rc\'olution , and 

yct "till aspirc to progres巴

Put in terms of the theme昌、ve are pursulllg, a ncw <llld distincti\"ely political 

rormulalion or"a cla~:.ical heritai.':e" had takcn shaDC. ca~t Ollt o i' clcmcnts ofthe old 

Many trappíngs takcn from an oldcr republicanis lTl remained a:. 、 alidation 划rd

celebration of the ne\\: a national 話enate set on Canitol lIiIl around 叭 hich flowcd a 

Ri問r Tibeï_ state houses modeled a仕er Grcck tC l11 p !c~ 01' Romc's PantheoTI, collcgc 

fralernily sys1ems. the Society ofthc Cincinnati , Gcorgc \Vashingtol1'~ style-setting 

cla"sical fac叫c added to \1 ount Vernon, and thc hcro himsclf ~culrtαi for posterity 

clad in an antiquc toga 

But thcsc clcmC I1lS pro、 cd more facade than fund剖nent且L morc decorati丸 C

than dctcrmi l1 ativc. For th叮 accompanied--and scrvcd to hcightcn--a 且rowmg

co川 iction lhat Amcrica wa :-, indeed 且主旦旦』且旦乏主且旦旦且 aηCW ordcr snpcrior t。可

and hence no longcr dcpcndcnt UpO I1, thc pasL. Critics quc:.tioncd traditiollal 

method~ of classi叫1 cducalion on thc grounds lhat th月 no longer pro、 ided "u~e 1"ul 

kllo划Icdgc" or. \\'or:.c. pcrpeluated outdated and elitist 可 alues rather than those 

抗 ppropriate to a truly American rcpublicanis l11. 110\\ :.ha l1 \\c C、 cr cxcccd thc 

ancient world , asked Benjamin R\I吋L lf 叭 c rcmaill 1Ìcd 10 the tcaching: of its ‘dcad' 

lan已uages?8 Moral rcfonncrs bridlcd nol onl) at the suspected pa巴an 、 aluc~ 01 
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cla自icism but also at southem slaveholders' citation of classical preccdents to 

JUS11丹 the insti1ution of chatte\ sl盯ery ， Thc very popularity--and 、!ulgarization--of

Grcek and Roman motif、s in contempora可 architectu間， art, and literature worked to 

diminish classicism's special relati叩ship with the oation's birth. Thc way was 

prcparcd for Americans to fcel that thcy had more to offer back to thc old world in 

the way of civic instruction. Whcn司 in the 1820s, Americans responded with 

enthusiasm--and shiploads o[ supplies and partics of milita可 volunteers and 

missionarÎes--to the news of the Greek revolt against Turkish rule, it was in the 

spirit that Greece could 1l0W take heart from America's revolutiona叮 expenence

and dcmocratic achic\:ements, and tread the path offered by America's pas t. Just 

as the ancients had gaincd inspiration from env的叩 ning their own perfcct 

commonwea1th, concluded Samuel Cox of Ohio， ιmay we not hope that an 

analogous inflllence, as real as it is potent, shall emanate from 叫lf own Hcsperus，的

mould anew the 句nastics of c 可叮upt power in the e相tern world?" Later in thc 

已entu可 a noted 八merican classicist would argue that “ the Greek of today 

"ωgnÎzes in the Americanism of today, tbc 汀別的 ofan ideal Hellcnism. ,,9 Halfa 

century more, and Cox's question wOllld have its most striking answer as aid 

provided by the Marsh，的 1 Plan in the wakc of thc Sccond World War flowed to 

rc崎plurc Gr甘ce for va\ues now defined as quint血流 ntially Amerü二an. Having 

drawn L1pon the legacy of the old world to shape their emancipation from it 

Americall stood poised, mcnta\ly as well as materially, to deliver back a messagc of 

thcir 0叭口

Wc have followed the historical example that illustrates the third theme uf this 

paper--an ou11ìne ofthe ways ìn which Amcricans reworked thcir old world hcritage 

into an enduring civìc culture that remains a central component of their national 

identity. Bu1 Ît remains to draw the lessons from this analysis that would tie it 

Illore closcly to the \vork of our conferencc. Let me do so by cxpanding lIpon 

somc earlier admìssio11S i11 \v可 s that lead to some concluding contenlions 

To begin , 1 would again ackno\\'ledge that I am here defïning the transmission 

and dcploymcnt of thc classical heritage in a manner less rigorous and more 

cvolution3ry th3n one positing a morc direct, unfiltered encounter \vîth texts 

decmed \\'011hy to be called classic. 1 believe that my approach accords well v.,..itb 
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the more disparate and plurali~tic tradition of cu Íl ural transmi:;~ion prcva1cnt in 

wcstcrn and European societies, but it m時間em dang巳romly impn.:ci:::.c whcll 

Vl飢荒 ed from 研 ilhin traditions that insi~t upon a morc uncompromising respect [or 

tCXTS 叩en as fundamental or sacrcd. 111 addition , thc hcritagc J havc descrihed is 

plainly onc thaT, while it deri、 ed much o[ its Iegitima句 and acccptancc from the 

r肘 C閃nce acconkd 10 thc past. ha~ by no rneam necessarily preached obcdicllCC 10 

thc fruils of that pas t: to thc Cιntrary， Amcricans 1α)kcd to antiquity to faciiitate 

thcir r叮的ctlon of existing authority and then camlJ 10 bclicvc that thcy had 

c叮(;divdy cmallcipatcd thc lTIsclvcs tγom ~c閃閃c to othcr nations' accomp l! shm凹的

hna I!y, as a lasl adllllssion , l rccogni7c that thc Amcrican cxpcricncc i~ llniqllely 

the pn仙lCt o[ a particlllar clllturc, cnvironG1ent, and 1nomcnt in timc. It is not my 

purpo品已 here to preach that it can or should he irnitated 

lnstead , and in the manner of earlier Americans \\'ho lookcd to thc past 110t for 

dictation hllt fOï guidance、 l hεlie、 e that thc cxamp1c o!'thc cvolution ofthc 仁nitcd

Statc~' 叫 ic culTUrc can bc instructi、 C [1叫 üur purpose , rt points to a tìeld ()f 血肉

c()mrnon 10 all ci"iilLatiuns--the ongins of political soc悶。 and thc Jonnation of 

pattcrns of ci\'閃閃~ponsibiiity--as a wo鬥hy and wcll altcstcd s Ll ~jcc1 through which 

to demOllslratc thc 、叫ue o[ studying thc 11ηtolding lega叮 of a c1 assical h已ntage

Oth叮 socictics pusscs:::. the equivaiem o t" thc tcxts--thuse rnatching 可 in the Americ凹

的白1I1ple 人 ristotlc ， Polybius , \1agna Carta alld the Agreemcllt of thc P∞plc ， thc 

Declaratioll of lndcpendence , rhc l'cdcralist Papcr~ ， thc p叭)ce叫es of state aηd 

!'cdcral constirutionmakinιand Suprcme Cou r1 dcc的w恥的at like\yisc rcvcal thc 

cüntinual intcrplay bel叭巳en pa ~t anc! pr出ent in thc search to dctinc and implement 

thc p陀 ccssc:::. of political obligation 八 curriculull1 dirccted toward thcir studv 

introduccs :::.tudent~ to thcmes that arc su間 Iy of nmdamental significancc--the 

relationship、 at oncc symbiotic and antagoni~tic ， bc瓜，\'ccn individual and thc st‘lLc 

thc scar巳h for a11 ordered lihc吋-.y， and the parrs pl扎_yed hy individual gcnius and 

sιcictal fnrccs. rhe assesSITIC叫 o[ ~uch thcrncs nOllrishes t11c rational and 

di:-.criminating a泊巳咐rnent of c、叫。nce ， and rerninds llS (]f aspects 01" our cxistence 

叫181 arc Il1disputabl) dcrivcd from expcricllcc, bridging lhc gul[ between past and 

pn:s已nt en<lcmic in the !l1odern \\'orld , and redr己ssing thc blinkercd absorptlon 、 ith

the new foslcrcd by our pa~~ioll [1叮 technolo日
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Methodologically, 100、 1 \\'ouJd suggest tha1 10 study this intcrpla)'. and to 

acknowledge what amounts to the continual reasscssment and rcinscription ofwhat 

\\'C find to bc our cla~sical hcritage, is a more rcalistic and, in c lIlTicular ter l11 S, 1了。 le

intcllectuall)' 刊warding exercise than one 1hat confronts studenls with 已 lassica!

tcx1s \Vithout considering how thesc have bcen receivcd and 問conceived over time, 

and hm',' they seem to have contributed to the fonnation ofthe modcrn. lt \vill 1101 

escape yOUf notice th3t 1 am thcreby cclebrating thc CU1Ticular valuc of my O\Vn 

disciplinc of historical stu冉; but 1 would justi f:r' it by insisting t l1 at historians can 

and must assumc the responsibility of prcsenting their o\vn work, in the \vords of 

口ionvsius of Halicarnassus rcca到 and made p31t ofthc modem classìcal he刊tage by 

Thomas Carlyle, as "philosophy teaching by example". 1O 
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重新建構古典傳統:美國的城都文化

Richard R. Johnson* 
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反代化的改革風潮曾對古丈物的迫切性提山質疑!本丈對此將

VI 檢討 3 美|則同而充滿活力的堅史抗這方面最為明顯芳、過“ y)、古希

臘、 ht』j毛主主督教傳統M志民主主的教育認程 作為「有用知識已

被實際 l苛求j立科學經濟發展的道德立涵所取代:但美 1.甜的卅持久的

成都注化足以曾經直通IL代共和王旦合的光榮展史為某礎，這使我們

體會主rr '透過維護以提升教化的途徑，源口傳統局根基可以重新建

棋凶JL' }X們1+尋求重是lγ叫起傳統學識的途徑時，路3且E免將新

與當作太明顯的畫'1分!以免忽略 Il穿不斷使古典傳統時久長新的變

j且)J 置。

神美國這且最頓大學是史 jf，教技

不為摘要由中央大學英文;f.梁立堅教校翻哼




