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Wang Shou-jen and His Troops Dominated by
Civil Officers in Chiang-hsi Province

Chen-han Wu*

Abstract

This article mainly probes into a successful case concerning troops
led by Confucian officials in mid-Ming times which preceded the famous
Hsiang and Huai Armies in late Ch'ing times. The essay cousists of
four chapters. Chapter one introduces the military situation in Chiang-
hsi Province before the arrival of Wang Shou-jen. Chapter two depicts
how Wang summoned his civil subordinates and constructed a combative
troops in southem Chiang-hsi. Chapter three focuses on the campaign
led by Wang against Chu Ch'en-hac, the King of Ning, and those
Confucian officials who followed Wang's call and strove to succeed in
the battles. Chapter four, based on historical materials recorded in
Shih-lu, scrutinizes the validity of Ming-shih’s comments on Wang's
civil subordinates. Two major conclusions are reached. One is that
Wang's exploits in Chiang-his, indirectly derived from his remarkable

cultivation of the Neo-Confucianism, formed the core creed of the

*Professor, Institute of History, National Central University.
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Chiang-yu Schocl. The other is that the finally disintegration of Wang's
civil subordinates chiefly resulted from the institutional factors, instead

of those factional conflicts assered by Ming-shih.

Key words : Wang Shou-jen, Chiang-hsi, Troops commanded by civil
officers, Confucian generals, Govemor of southern

Chiang-hsi and adjacent areas, The king of Ning.





