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The “lu” of Chin-ssu and the “lu” of Ch 'uan-hsi

Chi-hsiang Lee

Abstract

Chin-ssu fu (Reflections on Things of Hand) and Ch 'uan-hsi
fu {(Instructions for Practical Living) represent two types of
thought-biography that developed from Sung-Ming Neo-Con-
fucianism. The first is a new form of “excerption (#%8)" | the
other is a form derived from “recorded utterance (37 % }.” The
difference between them could be clarified by rereading the word
“/u” to understand the natural characters of “composition (% )"
and of “utterance (3£).” These two *“/u’s” both tried in face of
“vanishing at the moment,” to advance doctrines of “realizing at
the moment” differentially by ways of “composition” and
“utterance.” That the title “chin-ssy” and the title “ch’uan-hsi”
both come from The dnalects, reflect their ideal of following
Confucius. But why they are both referred to as “/»” and how

they can be “/u™ are questions which deserve further investigations.

¥ Professor, Department of History, Chinese Culture University.
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