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Transformation or Dialogue?
The Chinese Classics as Understood by

Li Ch’un-sheng

Ming-huei Lee

Abstract

As a Christian thinker of modern Taiwan, Li Ch’un-sheng
took a great interest in the Chinese classics, and wrote a great
number of articles on them. (On the one hand, he tried to
demenstrate the belief of ancient Chinese (including Confucius)
in God by appealling to Confucian classics (especially Book of
Odes, Book of Documents, and the Analects). On the other
hand, he refuted Buddhism and Taoism as idolatry. Moreover,
he distinguished the views of Confucius himself from those of
the latter Confucianists, and attributed the views of some
Confucian texts, which contradicted Christian monotheism, to
the deviation of the latter Conficianists (like Tzu Szu, Szuma

Ch’ien, Chu {si) from the orthodox views.

* Rescarch Fellow, Academia Sinica.
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In this paper, the author analyses Li Ch’un-sheng’s
interpretations of the Chinese classics and the related problems
as reflected in his works.  This represents the effort of Chinese
Christians to accommodate the Christian faith in Chinese cultural
soil.  Therefore, Li's inferpretations of the Chinese classics
exhibited a special (although distorted) perspective. In a
philosophical sense, this new perspective demonstrated the
attempts of tranforming Chinese culture by Christian rather than

the dialogue between both cultures.
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