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Man and Nature are One
—Commentary on “Tao” in “Hsing’

2

Li-Hua Hsiao *

Abstract

“Man and Nature are one” is a complicated topic. Most of
scholars acknowledge it through Confucian School. Though is not the
real concept of this puper. As “the Book of Qdes” was canonized in a
system of Confucian School, the literature of “Tao™ was lost. That is
why this paper will debate about it. *Hsing” is the key of “the Book of
Odes”. To recognize “Tuo” will reveal the real meaning of “Hsing”
and that will put an end in all of the divided opinions. For this reason,
the following paper is issued with 5 sections. 'The first section arranged
many {amous opinions of all the past dynasties and raised dispute over
them. The second section picked up 4 modern scholar’s opinions and
analyzed them systematically, toward the significance of “Hsing”. Two
scholars, {R1EEH and HE3Z%E .thought that “Hsing” is a kind of
artistic inspiration. The other two scholars, [H{IFEE and [& €
it thought that “Hsing” is a indication of l.ogos in the beginning of

mankind’s  histery. The third section aimed the archetype, the

*Prof. of the Department of Chinese Literature National Taiwan University



I S
AT

collective unconscious  of Chinese  ancestor  and  discussed  the
primordial image through Myth, The fourth section made & verdict
about the meaning of “Hsing” and separared it into three implications.
Finally the [ifth scction selected some poems {rom “the Book of Odes™
with “Hsing™ and rcad them pass the way or not the way ol archetype.
[ think, in the beginning. “Tlsing” is a way thal mankind
communicated with nature, in the later periods, “llsing” 1s an
inspirationt of art and a method of symbolization. Thus end my

conclusion,
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