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On Mou Tsung-san’s Views on Classics’ Interpretation:
Using His Pre-Ch’in Taoist Study as a Manifestation

Chung-yi Cheng*

Abstract

This paper altempts to expose the views of Mou Tsung-san on
classics’ Interpretation in the light of contemporary philosophical
hermeneutics. We argue that although Mou had never been influenced
by Western hermeneutics, his methodological principies of acquiring
an appropriate interpretation of canonical texts appear implicitly m his
works especially those exegeses and commentaries. According to Mou,
an chjective and appropriate understanding of classics based on three
interrelaled  hermeneutic  principles:  textual study, philosophical
thinking and the existential corespondence of the interpreter.
Interestingly, it is seemed that here lies a certain kind of similarity
between Mow's views and thetr coumterparts in the weslern
philosophical hermeneutics. Tn order 1o have a concrete analysis, we
use Mou’s Pre Ch'in Taoist study as a manifestation, and try to show
how he asserts that the spirit of Taoist philosophy 1s a special kind of
metaphysics in the line of vision by following his hermeneutic
principles.

Kevwords © Mou Tsung-san, philosophical hermeneutics, textual
study, philosophical thinking. exisiential corresponding,
metaphysics in the line of vision.

*Associate Professor, Departinent of Philosophy, The Chinese University ol Hong Kong





