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Abstract 

rhis article attcmpts at scrutini刃ng thc peculiaritics of Chlll巴、 C

hlstorical thinking via a study of the Chincse re f1 ection 011 the Ch'in 

expenencc. We wrvcy thc Chincsc intellcctuals' and hÎstoria肘，

rdlections I1p01\ thc Ch'in cmpirc and arguc that Chlllese 11lStoncal 

thmking JS e明cntial1y l1loral thoughl; tradi tÎonal Chincsc historical 

叫holarship is th巳 study of cthics in ib OW t1 right. To bctlcr al1alyLc thc 

cthical conccrns of Chincsc historical thinking, thc sccond sccti師1 of 

thls papcr bcgin~ with a study of thc cllaraclc叭叭ics of Chincse 

由ink ll1 g: thc third scction dcals with 仙c ncgativc and positivc moral 

judgments that thc Chinc間 inlellcctuals had extrapolated from thc lT 

re 叫 ing 01' thc Ch'in cxperiencc: the [OU口h sc叫ion inquircs ÎI110 the 

two-foldnc肘。f thc 110tion o[ !aοill Chincsc historical thinkillg; thc 

fjnal scction concludes 'ivith sO\n e 問flections 011 the ddfîculti的叩

C: hincse hislorical thinking 

K叮 words: Ch ll1a lI istorical Thinkmg, Ch'Î I1, Tao 
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1. Introduction 

'Six 丸varnn皂 states 悶悶d to COlllp \c tc thc unitkati叩 of great lands and fm 

scas; !:,'Tcat forcsts on \.1 1. Shu baldcd only to erect A-fang Palacc," bcmoaned thc 

T'ang dyl叫ty (618 907) poet Tu Ì\1 u 杜牧 (8的叮叮 fhc Ch'in statc, locatcd in 

thc savagc \\'ε5t of China、 with its "S!urm 1!nd [Jron咒， militant power, conqucred 

thc disparatc lalld and llni1ïcd China in 221 13.c. Howcvcr, 11m very 白白t Chinese 

dyna吋sty p><0<ospcrcd for only 15 y 巳叫0凹 hef俞"刊rc 1叭1 叫cl扯leα吋dtn【囚o thin ai眩f_ Thc risc and 

dcclill心c of t咄hc (亡、h'in 品1訓n仙a出lS叫Ly (221 206 B.C.) is a m句《叫汀 lu叫lrnll叫11皂 P'】χ()ll叫 l凹n (可1加Illn的 c

histOlγ" marking the 山1的formation Iì-om classical China to impcrial China both 川

histurical r凶lity and 1t1 the Chmcse l11entality. Thc Chlnese havc since thcn otkn 

returncd to thc cxpcri叩ωo1' 1hc unifica1ion and downfall ofthc Ch'in Dylla~ty as a 

source of gllidance and possiblc I11 spiratio t1 

What does the Ch'in expcrlcnce expect to convey to rcaders 50 latc in 

hlstory? 15 the risc and dcclillC 01' the Ch 111 cmpire lakcn as an Ílmnincnt min叫?

And vv'hy so? ThlS a付 iclc discllsSCS lhc particularitj的 ofChincst histoncal thinking 

through an analysis of 仁 hinc間 reflcctions llpon thc Ch'in as atuming p0111t in 

histo可

Chinc可c hi吼叫“ns in thc twcnticth ∞111ury gcneraJ1y agrcc that thc 間的catlon

0 1' the Ch'in dynasty rnade a rn句or contribution to the dcvclopmcnt of Chinese 

culturc. For cxample, Lü Ssu-mien i;l) };tr 如IJ， (Ch'cng-chih 戚，立， 1削4-1959)

pOltltαi Ollt 111 1924 th :1 t可 Chma bcforc thc Thrcc Dynas1ics was a fcudalistic \vurld, 

and Chma aftcr the Ch'În and Han dynasties bccamc an lrnpcl 他 1 one , WhlCh is 

e間entially diffcrcnL lt 叭 as thc Ch'in dynasty that unifïcd China."j Ch 'i cll Mu 錢

Lu Ssu~micn. Fui .1](11 l'叩 A圳 ，j洲 (Vernacular III仙叫 of lhe N叫ion) (Taipci: Lan-t'ing 



，，11υJOllrn~1 ()f llum<111ities Eas• \\öt 

?學 (Pill→ssu '0: U口 IS95 19圳)) also nomillatcd 111 1939 four 111Storical slgnifícances 

of the ('b' lI1 Dynasty: a) 的Lablishment of thc lInpcrial n:alm of China, b) 

lt11lfication ofthc Chincse pcoplc, c) th l.: cnactmcnt ofthe Chinc切 political system, 

and d) the founding of Chmc間 scholarshlP. Such opinions arc gencrally hdd 品

truc by twcnticth-ccntllry Chinesc ~cholars rcεarcJing thc hlsto11cal status of thc 

Ch'm dynasly.~ 

Cbo-:.'ün 11吋計(市;三(1930-) exprcsscd a similar opiniolls in hlS 間CC11t

1"ctro叩cctl、 e comlll凹的 upon thc devclop ll1ent of Chinc間 cultllre. According to 

Ilsü , therc are two periods in the long-term c\'oluti叩 0 1' Chincsc 山1m間， onc Jì'om 

ancicllt Chilla to the Ch 10 ar吐 11an Dynasties , WhlCh signifies thc emC1"皂白】 CC of 

thc tír叫“lllll 、 cr、alυrdcr，" ancl thc sccond fro l11 thc Ch'in d戶Jasty tu 1l10dcrn China 

Tbe l11"st univcrsal 0吋cr co l1 apscd dunng thc pC l"l od of disunioll (A.D.220-5X9) , 

WhlCh led to th 二 consequcllt second univcrsal ordcr可 to b.:: 凶tablishcd aftcr 廿1C Sui 

(A.D.5R 1-618) and Tang (A. 1) .61 )\-907) dynastics. Thc sccond UI1\附加1 order was 

rnodificd throllgh thc Sung (960~ 1279) ar吋l\.tillg (1368-1644) t i 111CS. Whcn il 

arn、 cd at thc Ch'ing (1644• 19(2). the second phasc ()f Chit時也已:ulturc was 

darkcncd bv bl山k clo叫s

rhc univcrsa\ ordcr 1)) thc Ch'jn and Han dynastics incJ nded political, 

εC0l1 0mlC ， social , :llld cultural dl I11Cnsiolls. Politi叫lly， this universal ordcr incllldcd 

an irnpcrial alld burcau叮atlC s戶1C111 、 CCOll01111Ca l1y， therc \、.'as a national markct 

opcrating along sma\l-叫t!c agricultural systc肌、 Cultllrally， thcrc \\'as a prcvalcnt 

mixturc of Cl1illcse thought [r0111 Con仇lClamsm， Taoisl11可l.cgalism ， and Yin-yang 

thought, aod an intention to put together a philosophical systcm that cOllld bc 

Bookstore Photo-rcproduction ()f 1924 cdition. 19 7:1). p. 20] 
Ch'icn \11u. KIIO 的ih Til-kung (An out!inc of Chi l1 c 、 C 11islOlγ) (Taipci 1 別叫'an Shan~卅'U

Y1I1-ShLI-kuan , 1 叭，6) 、忌、l. Lp 、 116-12。
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calTlèd O!1t throughout lhc \\, orld. Ils(i al~ (1 nolcd lhat t]1crc 叭 crc inlcllCCluals 

cndcU\ onn l! to nrC~Cl 、 e Chlllöe cullure-' 
、 I

1 1;討 [O r1an討 m p1'c- ll1odern (Î1Îna. 11wugh a已reèlllg lhal th己 un lÍícalioll of Ihe 

Ch'lll d子 na~ly ls 乳 crucinl tunnng pU 11l1 ;11 Cl lll l1，:~C hi~lm:.-，'， ha、 C 1μld ,1 rtloral 

_j udgmcnt Înto lhè rlse and fall ()f tl1C Ch'lll dyn斗、t、 a、 Thc hcg ll1 lllllg ()f ("]1111a\ 

auTOcracv: hcncc、 lhc dcclinc of Ihc Clt'in clllpl 1'c wa~ a nccc、 ~ary 1'C~ltll oC Ihc 

cmpèror\ IllOfal cOl"rnplion. I hc hi 、lOI'ical CX]咒 riC Il CC of' thc (h 'il1向 lò 沁ly 1~ 

rcgardcd a:-. a lmlory' ()f degradalÎon of lhe pnnclple (1ω 半) of ll1oralll、

11Iis articlc (1 ttcmpb al 叫rutllll /.l n巨 lhc pcculi叫 ilÎC ó- 0]' Chlnc~c hl、 IOrlcal

lhinklllg 丸 1a a qud、 oflhc Chincsc r\-:flccl10 1l 011 lhc Ch'ill C\r沁ncncc 叭 C 以l門的

thc ChillCSC mtcllccluab' and hi 、 l()ndn~ rellecti()n~ UpO Il 111è Ch'ln elllplrc and 

argue tl1 :1t Ch111C~C hiSlorical lhinkin):! is 口 sc叫 ial h- lnural thou巳h1. lradilional 

ChlllC~c hi~t()ncal sch{llar可l11p lS Ihe 、lud、。 r ethlc、 111 It、 ()wn ngh t_ To b巳 Iter

anah元7C lhc cthical cOllccmsυf Chincsc 111叫 orica! Ihi 1l ki1l巨 thc sccond ~CCtHJ1l 0 1' 

tlm paper begllls with 泣的!lh' of thc charactcn c:叭叭 (1f Ch1 1l凸C lh[llk1ng; lhc rlmd 

SCCj10<l dcnb 叭 ith lhc llCιall、 c and po品i\ l 、 c moral jud旦mcnt、 lhal thc (Î1IllC~C 

inlcl1ectuab h扎 d cxtrapol川cd fì'Ollllhcir rcading 0 • lhc Ch' lIl c入 pcricncc: lhc j"Ollrlh 

scchUll i l\(-l lllrC~ 1Il1o lh t: l\\'o j"old-n己、、。 r lhεlloliO J1 of /uο 1J1 ( h l!1 e~è hlslorlcal 

lhl J1 k lJl g: lhc lin泊 I sccl[on cOJ) clucic~ \\'l th "Olll心 rc t1 ccliom 111l Ihc dijjicu l1 ic~ 111 

ChillCSC hi:-.lo l"l cal thlllklll位

IL Chi旦csc 詞istorical Thillddng as 再創 jfal 'lrhi Jl] ki Jrn g 

Il ~li ， C l1 0 、 u: 1. ('!/U刀 1; lUI叮 r，j'(，，!川!!{/ ! I /(/ I 川!il KIIο(11<'11 ，1:. ，"Ili巳 1 )叭 ~1{)P1 Jl~Jll:Li l' 1{)C 巴、凶 ρ1

('I1[I1C"C Culture 仆 11011口 Kllll)-!_: ( I Il1l C~~ 1 III 、 ~t-'lly 0 1" I 111m' Kclll~' I' i-~川 1 小L'.ì_ I' I~E1L~_ l' 

22_ [1_ 4 
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Bcforc c011sidcring thc Ch'lll exp叮 icncc ， 1 have to c1arify thc ηoral csscncc 

of Chincsc historical thinking from 1wo asp 、 ts. (2: 1) Thc Chincsc oft.cn cstablish 

moral unrerativcs through historJ cal llarrativc and the Il1terpn::tation of history 

Chincsc histoflcal narrativc 的 morc 出e oftcn ‘ cxcmplary，'刊 based on solid 

cxa ll1p1cs with i“ cnd in cxtracting moral ]cssons from the dce(i~ of historical 

evcnts. Thc concrete l110de of thinking in traditioual China secks tu contcxtualize 

itsclf 1I1 solid cxamplcs. (2:2) There is ncvcr a J"histοire pOllr ['hi .l'torie in thc 

Chin叫c tradition; lhc Chinesc writc history of thc ‘ 'past" for thc bcttcrmcnt ofthe 

ι仇lturC" Chincse bistonans focus their histo11cal narrative in 仕1C 1110J11ent 0 1' thc 

here and now so that it can scr叫 as guid <:ln心 for thc coming fllturc. For guidancc 

of lifc , thcv cxtract univcrsal mo叫 idca\s Ol1t of concrete hi伽ncal facb. Thc , 

fo l1 owing paragraphs will cxplorc thcse two aspccts in further dctail 

2: 1 As 1 mgucd clscwhcrc:' thc so-cal1ed ιcognltrvc勻， activily in Chinese 

hlstoncal thinking actually moves back and forth in timc可 first goingωthc past fCll 

infor油 ation ， thcn coming back to thc prescnt with \cssons to pattclll ourselves by 

Thcn il gocs back once again to ascribe mcaning and signification 10 thc past, thcn 

it comcs back with i11spirations for lJ vi t1 g accordingly ll1 the prescnt momenL And 

this “hack and t(1l1h" movemcnt i~ itsclf 吋lf-conscioll~lv historical. AlthollZh this 

is 1101 a full- f1 edgcd thcorγof hlstory, it is undoubtcdly a dynamic VICW of hist01)' 

particular to thc 叫inese peoplc, which is conslantly cxhibited and practiced m 

their daily thinking and 1iving. Mcncius (371-289 ß ,C. '?) was most exp1icit in 

stating and cxccuting this hack• and-forth 1110vcmcnt in historical thinking 

Jom Rüscn , "I-l istoriçal >Jarration: FOlU叫“tio!l， Type< 】 Rεason;' f1islωF and Theort" XXVI 
4 (1987). pp. '11, 7-97 

L、hun-cbich Huang, "llistüric(lJ l11inking 111ιlassical Confucianiwl Tlistorical 
Argum巳ntatiO Il from tbc Tbre 、 Dy司lasl咐，" in Chun-chÌl.:h Huan江& I:.rik lürdl叮 cds ， Dme 

ω，d 、pace in (如nese (方t!ture (Lcidcn: l二.J. Brill、J9時)



rlic (']、“ 1 lJllifrca[\(lI1 111 (于hI I1C， C HIMorio !, tnphy 41:, 

Mencius notcd that as no artists or artisans C3Jl p e,> rfürm 1h叫r tasks witbout 

squarcs , compasse, and pipcs、 ncithcr can henevolent rulcrs 怠。\'crn \Vithout 

hi~toflcal prcccdcnts. The 、Nay of thc I 叫 mcr KillgS and the sa芷cs wcn: thc 

compasscs and 叫uarcs for benevolent 凹vernlng. h :VTcnc 1Us citcd rnany bisto 1"1 cal 

cxamplcs 01' t~lmous pcop[(>Shun 舜， Fu Yüeh 傳說， ChωKe 將高 Kuan

Chung 竹1[1[ ， Sun Shu+ao f系以敘 and Po~li His Íf生1美←to indicaic t1叫 H叫ven

tcsts onc 's fOliitude through starvation, hardship, and tiustra lÍon bctorc placmg On 

him an evcn 叮cal叮 task. MenciLlS cxtrapolal山 thc principles thal mcn flouri~h in 

advcrsity and withcr lt1 comfor t.
7 lt is nol far-fctchcd to say that histo l'1 c乳l

narrativc in China wa~ madc for cx.trapolating lTIoral univcrsal principles 

人耽心nl 仁 hincsc historia肘， including Mcncius、 dClllonstratc a concrctc rnodc 

o[ thinking. This concrctc mode of thinkmg rcfcrs to té\kmg hlstorical facts as thc 

basi5 tür abstract thcorics. Chang Hsüeh-ch'eng 卅五許誠 (Shih-chai '缸蚱，

172g-18(1) said, "AnCLcnt 同 ages llcver arguc thc prinC1plcs \\'ühout solict 

cxampl凹，你 This is an exemplary concrcte 1m吐e ofthinkin且 which arglles 叫1 the 

baslS of soJid a咒d spccifíc cxamplc討 lllstα1d of lHctaphys[cs. In this scnsc, 1hc 

"univcrsal" III Chinese th01U!ht is "concrctc unt"vcrsaJ." 

2:2 (t is prccisely bccausc Chincse 1end 10 exlracl lInivcrsal ethical pnnciplcs 

lrom hlSt肘lcal narratrvc thatιh l1l cse hlstoncal tinnlong [s ncv肘 ìar-letch叫 lr叫n

自己 here 8nd now 肝 from th巳 coming tìl札1rc. Theεrand hi~torian Ssu~ma Ch'ien 

司馬遷(145→86 B.C.) had distinctly c x.pr叫討 cd 出is idca. ln his magnum 叩us Shih 

L加史記 (or the (ìrand Scri如\. Rt'coniY), Ssu~ma Ch'len cOlTI mcnts on 叩veral

。 C Lau lr.. :H叫凹的 I Hong Küng: Tlie Chmcs 、 Uni\叮叮ly Pr~路 197')). 4:A:2. , p. 137 

l.aulr" :Hencil州， ，日 15弓仰 26日的

Chang Hsüch-chcng, JYl'lIg-shih 7img-i (Comprel凹的ivc M閃ning ()f Lilerature and H峙的ry)

(Taipci: IIu ,J.Sh1l1 Pllbji心 ng CIL 19削)， p. 1 
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已廿uly cxlraordillar)' lllcn 臼 lld thcit 叭 ritings in hislor、 v 

、11 thcse rnell l1 ad a r:lllk1i l1 Q il1 tl1cit. I1 cart、“ r t l1c\' \\ lTC n叭的k lO a心。lllD l! S Il

whal 1hc\' \\七l~hcu ， '[ hcn: 1'orc tl化;. wro比 υ l' pa~l afJa irs 肘。nkr to p仙5 011 t l1cir 

由oug1ns to 心lnre 位叫叮atlOl1~

I h山 c .:xamincd 111c dCCLb ar叫叭 cn1、 of lh 、 p ，isl alld il1\ c,ttgatcd thc [1 rin已 iplι

hdlll1d lltcir ~ucçc的 atld f~lil \l re. their ri~e 只Il d dcca、 in OI1C hUl叫心d and 1hin、

c l1 aptcr~ [\\"hi~ l1cd LO Cλamtnc tn lD all lhal CυnCCrtl~ hc ，j叫n ，mu 山Ill ， 10 penεlmtc 

tltc chal1gc~ 01' tltc pa~l and pn~scnt ， cornpleting 仇 11 a~ l11c 叭。rk nf OI1C f仇milv ， 13u1 

恍如此[ had fini~hcd m、l"O U只h1m叩山口]川、 j tnCl \\ 1tlt 1In., l，tl山mlJ. It h bcc心J~e 1 

山grctlc' d lltιIt II hacl not becTl Cl'tnp1 <ò le 1h川['illh l1l ittcd 10 t l1c cλ1rcIllI.: 

pcnalty \\ ilhout ranι'" 仇 hcn j hU\T lrul;.- cUIllplclcd thb \\0 1"1-. 1 sh只 1I dcp()~it 

lt 11l 'iOlllC safc placc , 11' il 111仇y be handcd do、入'n to 111cn \\'110 叭 ill apprcciak it anu 

pcnclru1c LO 1hc \"illa缸叫曰nu lErcat Citl山 lltc吼叫lOU巨h 1 ~hulllcl ~Il lrcr [l lhow叫nd

multlatiolls 、、 hm re也['el \\(1l1 1d I 11爪 c')

八N 只 sll- l1l a Cll' lcn ~ald ， Chttle的 e histortan~ r巳 :ordcd ‘ pa~t alúih" Cor thc sakc 

oC"lùtun: gCllC口ltiom." lhstorians in 、 cSligDlc t11c plïn Ct plc~ hch111d 叫“出的 amJ 

f~lilw 已有 [11 h[stor\' ~o that hl、tor 、 can ser、 e as a l2uidancc f"or no\\ and f"or thc ful111.C 

11 1. Thc Ch句 in Empire as a 'II e直ative a的d Positive Vlirrm 

In lhl~ ~ectlon ， \\e consldcr thc u I1 i Ìlcatill I1 UI1d d(J\\-l1 fall uC thc Ch'in cmptrc 

山(3月 3 nC\:，}111 、 c tnirror lhal tnanlfc~t月 lhc dcrnal prtnclplc 111 hi 、torv -lhat 圳、

\\Im. Thclìdlìrc dc 13m)' cl al. comp. , SIJUrL C\ υ f C!l!nι'SC "Ji'udirioll Iì\l:w York (υ1 1Imhl仇

1 []t、山、 n、l'陀、~. 1 96()) , p :2、毛
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Cll1plrè 1:-, doo l11Cd 10 dcclinc lfit fail to rulc \\Ith humamt于 and right t:ou~ne肘; and 

(3 :2) a pO~lti 叫l11 irror that retlecb thc pnllclplc that unlfíc叫 lon brings pcacc and 

P' 川l咒 rity 10 tllc pcoplc. Th山C lWll pOl nh are fllrlher anal)""/ed 111 the fol1ow IJl g 

passaιcs 

(3 ， 1) 叭 hy dld thc Ch' lJl dynasty dcclinc? I his qucStiOll. ruu~cd by rdkctiü11 

011 thc Ch"in cλpcricl1 cc. has neen cenlral 10 the Ch lJl巳哈巴 h ，、torlC斗 I thl l1 kl l1旦 slncc

1 !an times. Dun • 19lilc I icn-aJ\ MCllg ':)quarc lllcidcnt on April 5. j lJ7K. citi/cn~ in 

l'cking rnollrncd (、hou Fng-lal and pnt np slgn5 wiril slogans s Llch as. "Thc 、gc of 

Ll11[1e l'O r Ch III !s Vallishcd" 位lld ‘ j'olb Today Arc \l o Longer Sllnple-\司ll1 d巳d

o、 cr thc p山llwo l11 rllcnn l\lnJ. rhc Chincsc f'olks ha\-c grunlcd and swcalcd ulldcr a 

叭叫:γlifcasa[山ult o!' thc opJ1rcssor'~ \Hongs and lll~olencεof oftí比 ln tJle 

mυtlopoly ()f [1o\\"cr. Thc ChlllcSC who 印 fTcrcd 1I1ldcr l11c slill的 and arro\\'s of lhis 

monopoly politics ultcn takc a retrospecll、 e 、 1 、 lt to tl1e Ch'l l1 cxpcncncc a~ thclr 

dn:am of a hcttcr li• C possibk: out lhcrc 10 this cxtcnL lhc Ch'in cxpcncncc ha可

nc\"cr 、 3 1llshcd and all1h巳 hhtonιaJ cxpclïcnccs ha、 c nc、 cr gonc wilh thc \\ ind of 

rime. H 1 、叩門 bccomcs an cmllc 、 s dialcctic cyclc and a conlinuolls ll1 kraction 

bct、、 CCTl lhc Presentλnd thc ]'叫 S\l ch argumcnls arc Oi1 Cll clwllcngcd by 

p"、t- l\ Iodcrnisls. " 1 !O\\T\"Cr. what hl~lor\' h巳 comes of today 1 月 actnally formcd and 

C11巴"扎"叫u已crε臥U 1，了 y thc p;沁沁as引1 、叭、 h凡 1 SCC IìlS pi沁1δ叫， lS 扎c\"cr pa討吋討cd 扎、叭、 u叮3 

I"hc ( h' III as a nC l!. atl丸 c 11l 1rγor rClldcrcd tr"crncndou治 lnstorica] lc~sorb for lhc 

Cllll1CSC ~lnιc thc !'ollmhng ofthe Form巳 r Han dynasty (206 日 C-A 口品). TJlh \\.斗 t

snnply due to thc f;lCl 111λt thc cmpcrors ,H!d lllilli~lcrs wantcd lo c~tanli~h thc 

Icgili 1ll3CY ()f lhc Han d;.-'"nast;.-'、出且只llCCC~S()r of thc Ch'lll. rhrough ncg川lng thc 

cιKci1h .Je:，ktthο" 付 hmj ， 11的'"們 C(//"I 川ιI Lito l/ IυRυï!L' {)uJ 妙 hiiC (μmdon alll: 

ì\ c叭叭1[']; Rυ 1I 1kdgc. 1圳5)
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(苗，1n cxpermxclIAs thc story gces 自己位叫lding emperor llan Kao 凶" i生 I\，~îf~l

(r. 202-195 日c) ωnsidcrcd his OV>m cmplre as “sp 己 ar-won land," and oncc 

blus1ercd 10 a C01的Jcian sçholar Lu Chia 降賀。 16-176 日仁 L ‘ 1 estabhshed my 

cmpirc on horscback. \\'hy should 1 study thc Book of Odes and 1hc Book 0 1' 

History?" Howcvcr, alÌCr hc had bc叩 on lhc throlle for a short peri叫 hc 叫m

rcalizcd thc prohlem ()f lcgitimation of hlS 1'cgime. Hc soon hecamc vcrγIDuch 

fascinatcd \vith thc ‘ rcasons 叫ly thc Ch 'in lost of control of all Under llcavc江、 1 、

1.u Chi<:“你的 YÜ ;f!)r諂 (NCVi Discoursc) was \vrittcn to explain thc failure of 

the Ch'in and jo ùra\v historical “ lcssons" thercfrom. In thc ca:;c ofthc 仁h'in and 

10 draw hls10 1'ical “ lessons" thcrdrom. ln thc ca 台 C ofthc Ch'in. all rati Ol嗨lity. Chia 

y，質前 (201 ← 169 日C.) of the Fomlcr 11阻 spellcd 01.1t this principle 

powcrfully: 1:; 

Chïn bcginning with an insigmlicant amount o 1" tetTitoη" reached thc power of a 

εreat swte and fÌlr a hundred year可 madc a l1 the oth l.!r grcat lords pay hoηm泣巳 to Jt 

Yet aflcr it haù bccomc mastcr ofthc who1c cmpirc and cs凶bJi"hcd itsclfwllhin thc 

fastness of thc PÐ楠， a single 叩川noner oppos叫 it alld i的 :mccstral tcmple結 topplcd

its rulcr died by lhc hands 01" 1I1cn，叩ù 11 bcca1l1c thc laughingstock of thc \vorld 

V.,..'hv? Bec卸的C it failcd to ru1c with humanity and l1ghtcousneSH alld 10 realizc that 

the pOWClωattad anù lh 品 powcr 10 rctain what ()nc has thcrcby won arc not thc 

l> Cf. WÐng. Chien-wcn. "LI-stl1h chieh-shih ti hsien-shih l-yi -i Han-tai .ien lLIi Ch'in 

cheng-ch'üall hsing-\vang ti ch'此an- 'ihih yü h-chieh 吼叫 ji ，" (TTi 'i torical Fx_p lanation in thc 

t\ ctual \\TorJù " Lt1(lcTsla叫ing thc Ch'in Lxpcricn心 m Tlan Chil叫峙的品的 hsiieh 們開I

Histü叭 vol. 5. no. 4 (。“， 19(4).pp.79-124

SSU-n:l旭 Chich ， "Hiügraphics 01' 1 i shcng and Lu Chia," in Shi Chi (Taipci: T':ii-~lllI n 

BookstOfC ph悅。 rcproduction ofncw punclmltcd cdition) , ch甘an. p. 2肘。
U Chia Yi ， ιTl1C Faults 01' Ch'in_" in Cyril Birch comrilcd and edltcd, Ant!w!t提νο((_如l1('se

Lilera/lIre_ Frllln Earlv "/1"/忱的 10 ,h(' [，ο IIr!e('/lI h ('C/l[1I門 ([\ew York: Grove Prcss. Inc 

19的)， p_ 48 
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~，n山

CJlia Yi' COlll Il1cnts represents , to a 、巴ηlargc cxtcnì, Chincsc inrcllcctuλls' gcncr川

、 jSlon~ 日lI1 CC ! !an dynast、心 1m! thc Clllnc~c intcllccluals meanl hyιCh'i l1 làikd 

to rulc \\-Îlh humalllt、 and j"mhtc0 l1S11CSS" IS 10 bc undcrs100d in thc ↑0110叭 tOQ

con1cx1s 

(3:1a) Chïn\ sOH'/('ign lj'ith .\tnct {的ι (lnc! heO\ '.v /)11川的ment: the 1110、 l

prc\ alent st巳間otyrc a且λtnsr 1hc Ch'in Clìlplrc lics in i1s rigid la\\ :, and 

IIl hu附扎1\ pUllishmc1l 1 仁 hia YÎ \\ rote:-~ 

rhe Flr~t [lllpcror 0]' CI1'ln , harbonn匠心1 avarici()ll~ hcan and [(lllowin位位

心If-a、北rtl叫 rnind ， nOl l 1"Ll slin位 his (ll<Õf il0rious 、 a~~ ，!l5υr kccping closc to 

ltllcllcctual~ atld COtnm(l l1 Cr、 ιü)()li 討 hcd lhc ki l1 ul、叭叭。f 1ll 1in旦出tahli~hcd hi~ 

pc叭。n :t[ aurhorilJ. banncd \\l'I t山gs and b山b ， sti山nc: ù pUllltlv c: l ，i\\'~ ， pWlllutcd 

叮a !Ì aml p\川盯"'立k(;l~d hcncvolcncc llnd t'ighlcoll.， ne% 叩d tn叫 e tVt11nn\" thc 

行1"'';[ t'ule oftl 已叭 orld

I Ol" Chlllc~c hi~jo川 ans. "rigid cnforCClllcnl ()[ har 、 h pU l1l shmcnt" lm~ hccumc 

collcc \i、 c ab(叫 1 thc Chïn 111 S111h Ch l. S、u-ma Ch'lcn quotcd Fmpc l"O t 

Shlh-lm斗ng\ (01' Chïnìω111c1叩()raric~' \\-(lHh 山 picturc Ch' ll1 C:lllpirc\ 

dcpcnJcnc c: UpO Il cruel pU l1l S11l11C l1 t: 1 、

s、叫 mλ Cli i叩訓li/; Cfl! (I"aipci: T" ai-,hull [3uokstr'n: phO lO l'Cproducl1on of I1C\\ 

pum川tcd 叫l1iO I1)， chüa l1 6, -'8的 ic Annab 0 1" F. lllpem1 ~h1li.t】山阿 11_ 2叫 FJi gll 、h

lnublatioll adop1ed from \Vlllta:l 11 l'\ lelll l<l lh~r rl-_ , èd 勻!!!!' Gm/i(1 S， '/'ihr 、 }l u'()/d、

(BloO!ll11l且 t"日]"已l山lil t_: Tll h~hil、 l片、“ 19\)4) 、。 1 1. J hc: 1 irsl Lmp lTLH ür CJ; "j n. 11 日，lC

久111ml ， h , p. 1 (川

育、 11- 1ll址 C lm;lI_ Shi Chi. chudn (，…日 a~ic !\nnats ()f l: m)lcror Shih-h叫"巴 William 11 

~icnhall ，C:r. Jr 叫 Thc (;rmnl .~( i 圳、 Re( 'I!i的\'(，]_ : The F lI ~1 F. 111per凹 的 t' Ch' !Jl日的"
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l'hc way thc Firsl Empcn刊的 hc has a dis戶lsition 10 be ohstinan1 and sclf-wijjαi 

Arisillg !i'om a fendallord alld having unitcd the world , all hc intendcd has attaincd 

all he dcsircd 、 fultì 11αL l !ç lhinks 圳 onc who ever livα1 is bis match. Hε 

exc\usivdy cmp\oys 1cgal o!1ícia旭、 and thcy are closc 10 him and favorcd by him 

L'hc hmditc~τalthough thcrc ~cvcnty of thcm , vainly 叫\ thcir positions hut arc not 

lIsed , The chance 1loTs al叫 other greal vassals a\\ 閃閃lV ，，; asslgnmcn的 for lasks H的

i iIElmc吋 [alone] dctcfmincs and rcly on him to accomplish [thingsj. His J lighncss 

enJoÿ甘心 stablishing hi~ prc 咐 ge through pUllishment and killing , As [thc oi1ícia\s inj 

the world an:: afnlld of offcnding him imd what 10 keep their salaries , nonc wou\d 

vellture tυdcvote tl1cir loyalty to him. Sim:1.: llis llighne必 h山 ncvcr bl.:cn inli叫.m叫

()f hi 月Ill istakc~. he bccomcs m叫e arro伊nl gaily , And his 5ubordinatc可 cither

~ubmit i的圳、e ofhim OT dccciw him tυwin his acccptancc 

Pan Ku 到H出 (Meng←chicn J5 月艾， 八[). 32~92ì ， author of 1'he HislOI γυ/ 

Fonne,. Han. also criticizcd cmpcror Shih-huang tor his rdaying solcly upon 

punlshment. 16 The TI仲。flSt勻。nP川ishmenfs and La川 in Chincsc o f1icial dynastic 

historics agr巳e on 1hc unrighteollsne，、 s of Ch'in Dynasty overloadcd harsh 

punlshments 

Ho吼叫cver， intereslÌngJy. historians of later agcs oftcn take Ch'În's expcrience 

as ncgatlve r111汀01' whilc cmperor Shih~huang took thc uni日cation of 仁hina 的 his

bestowaL He Jl1scribcd hlS travcls und vtsita1ions throughout thc lands on the 

atoncs. in which hc pcrceived himsclf as havingιsct up impcrial ctiquc1tc and 

“lcial b'Taccs 可 17 putting "~ocial relationshl仰 in order and the socict子11l peacc，，， t~ 

Annals 6. p.149 

>" 1、n Ku , Han 8h1l. chüan 23 , "fnιatisc 011 Punishmcn<s;wd Laws," p, l1a. 
Ssu-rm Chi凹，到1 仙i. chüan 6, "Ba~、i l: Annals of I叩pcror Shih-huang > p, 24Y 

IS ShihChi.ch甘an 6. p. 261 
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and making '.politics and burcaucratic 叮 Siun opcraiGMTMihly1U A Farld carl}OTI 

I! e~ helween emp巳 ror Shih-huang's s巳 lf-Imagc and laìcr hl 5t OI 川竹 pcn:cption of 

his dccd~ 

(3. lb) 口的(r月 lllg cultural hcritagc allJ ahanJo!1m芷 lraditional 、 aluc~: lhc 

間condιlcs5on" t11c ChlllcSC Icarn from thc cxpc川口CC ofthc risc and dcclinc ofthc 

仁 h'ill cmpJrc i日山以 Ch'in fell bec叫吋 11 c出led olT lraditioll叫、 alues. C'hw Yi 

dcscnbcd cmpcror Shih-huang as a rukr \\110 "di~card叫 thc ways o[ thc fOfmcl 

kmgs and burneι1lhe 叭Tltlll皂、 ()f tl1e hundred 、choob 111 ordcr to makc the people 

Ignora叫“‘ Bumillg thc books and burymg schoJars刊 ha~ C\'CT ~mcc bCCOillC 

CO lTIl11011 tn 己 rn()ry :llll()ng Ch ll1 csc ag刊 Ilf汶口l1pcror Shih-huang. SSH-ma Ch'icn also 

dcnüunccJ cmpcrur Shih-huITIι J(JT dCStroY lIlιlhc ccn;mOI1l C~ 一 1 and Pan K u takcs 

empcror Shil1-hnang's banning lhcι 。 l' ↑ ucwnJst 只 schoJarl、 carccr as thc rnajor 

impctlls that triggercd the mo、 emenl ln \\"111(;h the (立了 nfucia!l l 、 ts helped lhe rebe1 

Ch'cn Shc 10 ovcrjhrow thc Ch'jn d) 叭的特 D\'lWStiC hi叫on的 thcr凶 fìcr h[l VC 

巴encrallv 時間ed on t11 的 pOlnt 叫、 le\\

rhc Chinesc' gcneral comments UpO Il emp巳 ror Shih-huang are O!l the conlrar) 

to hls own sclf-imagc 仁 h' jl\ Shib-huanεthought h已 had Ull1 fiCd thc thoughts and 

Op ll1lOl1 S. He 肥皂arded hl 、 unityl !lg Chl l1 a a~ h爪 lng madc ιpolitlcal and 

bun:aucmtiι 叮 sklll opcnw: slIIoolilìy \\hiCh broughl f"or山巫山 C仁 OllO Il llC bOOlll 

therefor巳 ιlhe greal \\'a'、 of 仇lllng manlfc~ts it5clf and nc、 cr nccds chan旦Jn且， .2.; hd 

Shlh Un. cli叫!i 6. p 262 

CI Il<l \i. 'ïhc 1,'au1h üf 叫 1札 in C\'ri1 I\i川、 cümrikd und cdilio丸。Itho!og'， of' C!Ii!!!'î(' 

1 il凹的1II"c' /,','om /',(i/"i\ fi川的 fυ thι/ω11"1('(η的("(，I1 I I1I"}'. P 斗司

歹 Pan Ku.llwl S/1/I. chiian ~H ， "l3 iugraphics (1fC()llfucmll S 、 hoLlI's." p. 16 

呵呵 u-ma Clm川 Sh! Chi. c]lÜa1\ 6. "Rw'lc An1\JIs ot'Fmpèrυr Sliili-Iu<l ll 且 p 

丸ppcar 11\ "In、cnp~loll ， 0[1 t]l~ \1 1. T'ill" 11\月 11111 Chl. chi山 1 6, '"F-I ，l~IC ，\nllal、(， r F.l\l]lnr,[' 

SI 】， h 川叩}史 p. 2,;, 
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hoped ,to 00 avml 由M the thoug It she had UlllilCd would bc P出scd 011 to thc 

卡 mpcror Shih~hllallg had hopcd, to no avaiL that the thoughts hc had unified \v肌，Id

be passcd 011 to the followmg gcnerations without beinεal1 crcd 

111 conclusion、 \vc find that bcing thc rulcr 0 1' thcα1'ill dynasty w l1 1ch stands 

out as the crucial tunung poiot i江 Chinese history, cmpcror Shih~huang's 

conccptiotl ofhis dccds and l1 is statu~ m history is dcvwnt from that ofthc Chmese 

hlstorians sincc fJan dynast乎 This case remmds us Lhat thc 】nc犯111nεS of historical 

charactcrs or historical cvcnls would only manifcst thcJl1sclves afkr pont叫mmga

long way down thc Ilver ofTime and hi~tory 

(J 月 Tn the Chinesc hi吼叫ical thinking可 anothcr aspccl 0 1' t1閱 Ch'in 1S taking 

thc Ch ïn expcricllcc as a 刊)sitive 11111Tor_ Thouεh leavmg us ncgaLive evaluation of 

thc cmpcror Shih-huanι 仁hia Yi also praiscd thc c ll1pcror's contributions to 

unit)!J ng China at that tirne: 2
,j 

八[tcr this thc First l~mpcror 叮u~c to calT)' on thc glorious ach lCvcrncllts 01" six 

generatt凹的 Cracking his 101海 whip ， hc drove rhc univcrsc h巳 forc him , s\va l1O\ving 

up the 閏月tcrn and wcstcm Chuu and o\'cliluowing thc í 叫 dal 10rd 可 llc as叩 d，d

101川; highcst position and ruled thc six directi叫的 scourgmεthc 、、 orld with his roc 

and his might shook lhc fOUl蛇出 In thc south he ~ci:l叫 thc lalld ofYlleh and madc 

01' lt thc Cassill FυrC5t 的d F1ephant c01l1manderies, m叫 thc hund叫d lords (lf Yuch 

h01."iCd lheir hcad~ ， hung halters frO llJ thcir nccb , and pkatkù lu1' thcir livc、吼叫h

thc lowest ofìícial 01' Cb'in. Then hc callscd \1 enεI 悶了 to build the (_Ìreaì Wall 

and defend the bordcrs, drivmg hack thc Ilsiung-nu ovcr 仙'Cl1 hundrcd li so tllllt 

thc barbarians 1的 longcr dared 10 cornc sOllth to pastllre thcir ho 1'sc笛的ld lheir llJ C 刊

24 Chia Yi “11>c Faults 01' Ch'in ," Jn Cyril Birch 以)\T)pilcd alld edited_ A l1 lhofo，丸子 οr ('hinc_\'(; 

Literαtllre ， From Eμrl\' 7ïmc.\' to thc FOll川仇仰的 Cel1twy_ p, 47 
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d,tred nol tnkc Up thcir bmv習 to llvenge their hatred 

I'1lC Ch'in cmpirc unifïcJ Chma and p叫 an cnd tu slings and a付ows across 

five hllndrcd years durmg thc Spring anJ 八utumn Penod (n2~464 日 C.) and the 

\Varrillg Statcs pcril址 (463-222 日 C.). Butchcry Of c(lmmon peoplc was 

commonplace bctòrc the unification of Ch可 m. .'Tn wars 10 gaill land , the dead fi l1 

thc plains; in wars to g創刊 C巾es， thc dcad hill the cities," describcd Mcnci山芯 AnJ

thcsc war disaslers wcrc always followcd by y心ars of grcat tämmc. Modcm 

hlS的rians' statistics tcllns thal 468.5 wars were fought tn 242 ycars 01' thc Warring 

Statc Pcriod, countillg a big w<tr betwccll big statcs a" , ''1'' a sma]l baU Jc belwcen 

叩laJl st泌的帥，“O.5.'.2~ Significantly, lhe frcqll叩cy ofwar 叩d bloodshed lllcreased 

as thc years wcnt on. lt v，'a品 Ch可'"、 S~u-ma 仁h'icn aptly indicated、 who unifïcd “ thc 

measllrcments of capacity. wcight , and Jcngth. Carts: all had the 叫me width e 

b叫\vcen whcds、 and writings all uscd thc same characters,,,2
7 

and brought pcacc 

and prospcrity 10 the cotnmon folks 

J' his imagc of lhe Ch'in h叫 ωnlJnu口:J to prcvail SillCC Ss凶 ma Ch'Jen. For 

cxample，心 hcn wars and rcbc1 s shook the late Later Han (25-220 A.D.) dynasty 

Pan Piao m彪 (3-30 A .D.) a叫y...:ed 1'or Huai llsiao 陶器 ("-33八 D.) thc rcason 

why thc llan dynasly ~vas ablc to prosper t{lr hundrcds of years. Pan Piao thought 

t!Jatlldil Jyua"ly'" "lr己的巴Ih前 li~ 11) th t: [acL t 1l叫 Hall illh~ rJ i巳t1 new aJlHilli~LJativ l: 

divlSJO I1S tì'om Ch'in cmpirc i11 which 110 fCLlclal lords could hc m power tor 

IJ.C. Lau tr. , ,''v/t'ncius (I!ong Kong: Thc Chincsc Univcr~ily Prcss , 1979. 19糾)， 4八 14 、叫 I

p , 149 
到 Cho-yÜ l1 Hsü, Ancicnl China lfl Trunsilion: An Analysls of Soclal Mobilily, 722-222 n.c 

(Standflυrd: St凶叫“叫 Unlvcrsity 1片心s ， 19(5) 仲 24 口

S仙 ma Ch'icn. in his Shih l"l> i. chüan ('入 Biogrnphy of Lmpcror Sh趴一hu缸ng，" p. 239 
Nilònhtlll~cr. Jr. cu ., 17Je Grum! SCrlhd' J(('corJ, 6, "lhc hrst Empuof (lf Ch'tn." R泣 SlC

i\nnals 6, p. lJ7 
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hundr吋S of ye盯.5 ，，2~ As Wang Chicl川cn 玉健文 allegedly p01l1ts OU1, 

intcJlectuals 111 the Han times 、vcrc ambi叭llent to吼叫ard the Ch'in cxpericncc 付lCy

時cmcd to criti叫且 and 叫II1tncnt ncgativcly agamst thc n叩nopoly of powcr in thc 

Ch'jn empirc: ncvertheless, the bureaucratic and admi ll\strativc systems in thc Han 

dynasty wcrc morc than oftcn imitating or inhcriting that of thc cari1cr Ch 、 111

'" Cll1plfe 

Thc Ch '111 empire unifïed China and did paved thc W3'、 to stablc lifc ar吋

cconomic rcvival atì:er hundrcd呵。r ycars of wars in China. This tacL dc中，te

Ch'in's subscription to harsh punishment, strikcs latcr historians as a positivc 

minor \vhJch bccomcs älluring and lIlVitcs further dialogue fór t\vcntieth-centurγ 

Chinesc historians against cbaotic baιkdrop 01' wars in modcrn Ch l11i1 

TV. The Two-foldness ofthe Tao and Its Prohlcms in 

Chincse Historical Thinking 

Thc 1'0 1"巳going description 01' the Ch ïn 出 both negativc and p(沁1t1vc mUTor 

naturally givc rise to a questiα1: Tfthe Ch'in did subscribc harsh laws and destroy 

tradltional cultu間 how can the Ch'in unify China as a wholc'! This qucslion lcads 

凶 to pondcr ovcr tJlC ccntral ootion, the rao , 111 Chincsc hlstorical lh ll1king. To 

many Chin凹e histonuns, (4: 1) histo叮 Is best takcn as thc 印配rcte manifcstations 

of thc abstra叫 a叫1 transccndental lao in thlS nlundancc human \vor1d 可 (4:2)

給\)，'ang I T削n~ch'icn. HOll 1im川h1J Chi ι hich (('011ιted AnnütatlO ll仇。 r Hislorv ()f Latcr H州)
(Ch'ang~sha: Ibii-shüu-l'an且 l' 月 WOüdf吼叫k edition) , chüan 30 a, p. 16 

,'9 V".'m】gι'h'icn-wcn， Fung.t'ien Ch'eng~Flïn: Ku-wi Cl1 ung-kzw ri Kllo-c /i iο Kai-lI ien c/ii ('11 ï 

Chf峙的ng.hsing (如-ch 'u (Providcncc and FO!1unc: Foundation for lhc LcgitünilCY 叩d

Conccpt lOl1 oj' Statc in Ancient Chma) (Taipei' T ung-Ta PI州
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however.、 t出he tαω4ο"郎s b加"悅吋)泄划t甘仙h】 1叫h時emο恥正d.扣u

nlO叫ra叫I glll泣ding r岫ηn盯笛 of hU1刊m趾1a址ω叫t叮m affa削1的( t吐h沁U ιX冶ou芷ht t岫o bc們"). (抖o力) [h】沁crefor間c. t咐h】e

Chl汀n沈CS甘C hlS切n此ca叫[ t山hin叭king fä Jl s 10 olTer satisfactory ex(可lanation of the ‘ evils" in 

history 

(4:1) lt i~ a eom們的nplaee élmollg the Hι!ll people to launch attacks against thc 

Chïl1 for bClllg turning agaillst the taοthc gcncral govcrning ruJe ot 吋lC umvcrsc 

Ll Yi-chl 串戶審 n (')-177 日c.) and Chang 1 悶悶蜓良廿一18Y 日仁) in thcir 

cOllversatioll with Llll Pan 劉邦(r. 2的一]l，l 5 B.C.), thc loundi月 cmpcror of the 

Han dynasty, all characte1l7cd lhc ('h' ))1 as a rc宣ime '\vit恥忱的。" f!lU且(刊U

的0) 之。 In thc Former Han times , many a intdlcctuals furthcr too l<. thc lack of thc 

f仰ì as thc rn呵。 r rcaSOll why thc Cll 'in was ovcrthrO\vn hy thc pcople 、 1 J 11 othcr 

\\'ords. thc (aο is understood as transccndcn1al and ctcmal ‘口創ural law~" that 

govcrn thc cvolutioll of history. 1口 this SCll叫， hlstory is nothmg bu1 thc 

manlfestations , 111 po叫ive or negativc manners. ofthc taοin the hurmn world. This 

I(/(H:cntcred V1CW of historv can be found in Ssu-ma Ch'icn and carnc in10 a 
J 

fu l\• tlcdgcd fro 11J ill Neo~Confllcian thinkers 

Ssu-ma Clγicn c1aimed that 1m il;fagnum Opus was wrÎtten to inh 、 irt lhc nobJc 

callsc ofConl'ucills (551A7l，l日 C.). SS Il~ma Ch'Îcn qllolcd Tun位 Chung-shu t在Nr

古r( îJ0-10斗而 C) tn saymg lhal Confuclus 掉Prinz 山ld AutuJnn An l11/a! "has 

ωmmcnted on m句。r evcnt during the 242 ycars 10 offcr a univcrsal norm and 

guid叫cc for l1ìoral actions; (it) llas al叩 critlci/.cd the 日叩 of J leaven , the feudal 
1 

10予丌，d彷趴勻 atη】 d lhc m】ι口i江rq\ll爪只 O叫nl句y 10 pictr仙1刊rc t甘hc kingly tαo (or1hc 、月V"y) 、 τ It i誼 cvidcnt 

n S~u-ma C!i 'WTI , Shilr C!n. chü~n 也， "E\iograpllles of [mp~r()r l<iW-lïll ," jl_ 358 

\Vang Hsicn-ch ï間 ， flon-sllll Pu-c/m (^nnotatωn~ of lIistorv of Formcr B叩)(Ct向ng- 'i ha

tt吋 shou-l' ang 1 k79 \丸。 db!叫k cd泣的n) ， chü~n 45 勻 pp. 1-20 

S 'i ll- I)旭 Ch 'lcn , S!lIh C'hi, chüan 1.:;0 , "Ihc Grand Scnb~'~ Prcfa叩 p_ 3297 
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t1wt th r.: Clunes r.: histonan日虹的st notably SSU-111乳 Chïen， wrote ofthe pasl with 心1

eye on the future_ Th叮cfore. thc t削 or lhc Way bcc<Jl1lc thc yards1ick that thc 

Chmesc historian!> cmployed when jud巳ng on and narrating the fàcts J1l thc past 

Howcv口，1l的 nol a1) casy task toωmbine fàctual judgl1lcnt wilh val l1 c or 

m肘al J l1dgmcnt III hi5torical na作的lon. ln his ‘ biography of Po Yi {(T 往是 and Shu 

Ch'i 紋哼.， Ssu-man Ch'icn had alrcady cncollnlcrcd wi\h the diffícu1ty in his 

cxplanation of J1J仙)ry \Vh lCh i5 supposcd to be govc ll1ed by thc nεhlcOllS hcavcnly 

1(/0. Ssu • 111a Ch.ic l1 lamcntcd 叮

仙llnC ç叩 plc say: "11 i~ IlC <l、 e 巾的仇/. \yiO lOut dislinctiol! of pers01的， to kL:cp the 

g飢Jd pcrpelui1 11y su川1licd_" Clln WC ~ay then that PυYi and Sl l\l <:h'i wc比往ood

Il1 cn or no叫I'hev c\ung 10 riεhtC l) llStleSS anu \vere p\ln: in tlleir ékeps , a品 wc ha、 C

SCCJ1. and yct thcy 叭叭'cd to uc叫h

“fh】話時間nty disciples , CυUflJC仇的 Sll1glcd out YCll II Ul jur prais<: bccause uf his 

dihgcncc in learnir時， yct YCJ1 1IUl札丘吉 oft已'"叭叭引nt， never i!ctting his fill of cvcn 

the pé沁fCst 1'0叫 a\l d in thc cnd 叫f1i:rcd 叫1Il1timcly 仇:ath. h this the way Heavcn 

re叭門a l11 thc good mun':> 

lndecù , if the hcavenly tao (or thc 叭 ay) real1y rcwardcd the g叫 l man on a faÍI 

basis, \\'11y the Empcror Shih • hnang u l1l ÌIcd China in 221 B.c.? Morc oftel1 than 110t 

hi~1。可 ùid 110! ll10ve in accord \vith the nghteol1s hc品 enly lao. As the 

tv....dflh 叩l1 tury ~co-Col1fuciaTl philo!>ophcr Chu Hsi :壯耳 (l-Iui-an IT持咐，

1 JJO-12叫)) aptly indicatec!' "the reglllatioJls 01' Ch'ln arc a1\ a f1à JrS of honoring 

rulcrs and ùCTll caning 叫bjcct笛， and so latcr gcnerati叩s coulù l\ot changc 州 In Chu 

Hurton Wslson tr.. "Thc Biograohy of 1'0 Yi and Shu Ch'i.'- in CyTil Ilirch cd.. op ζ11. ， P 

104 

34 Li Ching-tc，叫 Clm-1Z1I 】 it-lei (Pcking' Chu月 lllla shu-chü_ \9日\). ch位an \34 , \1_ 3118 
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Hsi's vicw, a11 thc cmpcrors l1J Chincse hl日的叮 s t1lceαnpcror Shih~huang of the 

Ch'in \Vcre 811 mo\'cd by "~clfish desi叫了 instead o[ thc "Heavenh 叫吟，而 Thc

Ch' l11 cxpencncc has struck po \Vcrfu l1y upon thc fundamcntal incongruity bclween 

thc world o1" 'to h巴 "und thc \vorld of"ought to be." 

(0) The pαsse~þ帥的IIt of this problem is the Chmcsc lraditio t1 of 

l1J corporating factual judg l1l cnt and va\uc _j udg11lcnt 10 historiαtl na佇立livc. HistoηF 

thcn hecamc a manifcstation ofmoral pnnclples, and heroes tn hlstory were slmply 

those who can apprchcnd and livc along with thc tao in history. Thereiòrc , Chincsc 

histonography IS concluded on thc proh\em of how thc Chincse m10ds comc 10 

undcrsland thc lao or Principl丸 \Vhereill both the hrcak出rough and limitation of 

Chmcsc histoncal thillking !J c 

:'-JO"W let'~ takc Clm H持 1 as an examp1c to analyzc tlllS problem. Chn Usi 

providcd a sys1cm ::l tiιexplanation for thc Chincse histury \vhich could bc n ::ln1cd as 

‘ rcgrcssive vjcw orhistυry" that manitèstcd 111 thc following kcy statcmcnts:'\(' 

1 he dc'vclopmcnt of Chincsc history IS scllled uponαnpcror Shih-huang's 

ul1l f'、 ing Chlna as (l tuming point 

2. The !l01ιcn age of Chincse history cmerged during the Thrcc Dynastics 

(HS Ia, Shan且， and ChO Ll dynastics) bcfo閱 Ch'in unifying Ch llJ a: p 可 litics

and culture ha丸iC dcclined aftcr Ch'in dynasty 

llen:afli:r citcd a, rü 的
l.i Ching.te cd. , Yii-Lei , chiian lJ5, p. 3219 

βHuang， Chun→的 ich ， '.Chu Tzu Tui Chlll>g-Kuo li-shih ti ch此h-sh山刊 Chung '[<;'ai-chun 
cd.. Ki叫 -chi chll./;;u.hsiieh !llI i.j !tm 仇'Crl-chi (Taipci: Acadcmia Sinica. 19(3), pp 

10將1一 1114
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3 Thc diffcrencc of s l1ch two ll1aJor pcriods lics i11 lhc rulers' abidinι10 thc 

Y./ay Or PrillCÎp[c; during 11陀 Thrcc dyìlastics、 lhc hcaven[y \Vay p陀、 a!l ed 、

hut atìcr Ch'in and Han times onlv ‘ hUl\lan dc叫的， \ook cO l11malld 

Chu H只1 cmphulic叫ly dcnυ 1I1lced thc Ch i Tl 

Thc n::gulalio l1 s of Ch 'i n's adm叭的tnniOll are all ma l1crs of vcεrating rulCl'~ l1nJ 

do圳19rading S l1!Jordmat凹] hal is why latcl 凹 llcralions ùid 11叫 wi~h 10 I.:hange 

Ih,'111 , Morcovcr. thc Thrcc Rul叮叮 1 j t1巳d thcmsc1v的 j luanu." the fiivc Rulcrs titlcù 

tbclnselvcs .,] i," v.,,-hilr thc Ch 111 11_l lcr [WC l1t so far (1, to] titk himsclfboth "H叫阿

Lalld] Ti" [111 、 H:\\' ()tlthl~ 心 i l\gk 叫l叫1 alo l1c. how could Imer gC l1cratÎon, be willng 

to chan巳，，')

From Ssu~llla Ch 'icn 10 Chu II廿 i. Ch l1lcSC historians aga l1lst lhc !a(! , thc way or the 

priJlciplc 

\Vhai l~ thc "PrJ肛門Jk" in Cbinc叫 histori凶1 thinkillg , thCll? As 1 havc 

prcviollsly illdi凹tcd ， \:l lhc 1(/0 0 1' "Prin C1 ple" in thc historγIS thc consistcnt Onc 

甘Houghout thεages. Thisι()nc Principlc" lllanilesb it時lf 111 vano \ls ways 

throU!zholll hislo叩 a叫1'Clllains nndi品tnrbcd bcyond timc 江nd 叩acc. At thc samc 

tÎmc , thlS I'ri JlClplc depcllJs 011 Ihc sagcs' kadcr~hip and 叫晶kctlmg to prospcr ðnd 

dcvcloD Iη 仙的\Vot[d. Tllc Princlple ;11 htstory 的 the lI nity o f' both thc cosmic 

j1l1l1 ciplc ofopemtioll and thc moralll()rm~ fo 1' hU l1lan conJuct 

(4 月 Thc fïnal charactcristic oftl1c 1110 in hislory IS o! 閃閃tnOllnt lJnponance 

向 !ei. cliüan LH 戶口 l~

但 ιhun-chi l:h ) !ua叩 1 l1l pc l' ial Rulc l'ship ill C:ultural HlStO l'y: Chu IIsïs lntc叩rl:<l tion." in 

ιhllil-chi l:h ) 111m啥叫泌}_ cd~.. Jmperiu! RI/!，σ/'sllllJ und Cu!furn/ ( 布的11;:(' I!J Tmdilio l1u/ Chinu 

(Sl吼uk Univ<:p;ity of 吼叫hinglllll 1'\<:ss_ 1 ')')4), pp. 1 S5-205 



1 '" (_ ,-", 1 ,,,- 1(..,1,,,,, '11 (_ '11 ,.",,' 11 、{川間-''''';'、 ，i~ 一

;\~ Chll 111:-; s3id. lhc prit1cipl心 or lhc \V，扒 1~ lhc -'rwlural CllUhC 0 1' thc II 心1\ c l\ l) 

prillCl plc" (;'、內，2 門批 fïen-li l-!úiI IZ Ii -j(/n) I-I ()\\"cn~r， ('1m JI~I al~() took l11e Wa;. 

to bc lhc "t'c l] uir以1 Il ll rIm 叫'l11lHwn 叭。rld" ()、_， ';}-/s.":、/: 11 JCII 可h巾的ne， -/o月 ι IlIh

h'1 叫 !n utllcr \\'ord~ lhc I(/ Ii 叭的 pcrCCt 、 cd of bcl l1的。bjccti 、 c. Ilculral nalmal 

μ川nci/J!c ， il!ld ,h ~咐ccll、 ε]口1

?丸\，]叫]mc(川】叭、 cr， I叩】刊1 吋川r刊1、 Ch叫"川"已 ~C t什h川1鬥tJ kc盯rs 、LlC叫h (j圳凶 C !J川II Ilj 討 口吋咐叮巳ril:ιd t [)(1叫t Ihc Iυυ a叫l 、叭、 β 、 δ

CXl凶"凶討 1m叫dC l'endεnll、 ()f hUIllιmc文可pcct扎rton】只 Impc口、hablc throughout 【h巳 ages "101 

cvcn thOUQ11ds of 、 cars of [lllllWll abusc~ can dc忱。、 1 1. nor Ulll <l ll、州 callcd \\ i~<: 

rulc凹 he1r It prmpc l" ..,1: , 

J"alUll已 lhe ('l1111esc' IlltC I")1l"ctarton ot" thc Ch'lll CXpC]"]C Il CC 扎刊刊 11 CXatllll ]e. \\已

find 111川 1"οis 111心、。 lc abslrac[ 、 anbti、k ["or Cjllm;~c j 1l ~lor )(l n、 III 11Ikr]1 rCl111 巳

hisl1111cal (hanι巴、 、 11 thc COIlC I"Cl已 h1q()們U仇 1 t:l cl 、 onl) 叫鬥 C to ill11stt'atc 

[1 oSlli\cl)υr llC凹ti\c h. th<: ctcrnal csscn山 or ruυrhcrcf(l仗 ， tU I! b í.、 C()]IIC~ ml ld叫l

(ransc巴ndlng hl咐。nc仇 1 1:λ'1 可 I11、且只 1_1lI' ilual Ic丸"詞已c. ， ror Chincsc 111 呵 10tï 仇 1;、、、 hCIl

lnlCτp比 lilH! or mak l1l已 lud巴Illenls O!l hl 、 l()n

In 1 111肘5 討沁」 γn 討 c. lr叫adl此山u，叫1<1叫11 ChlllC山"c hl叮叫1υ刊U口 1 ，叩ntc心CI巾p刁rc叫1已u叫，[山110叫)刊ns 已u盯i叮rc CI叫Idll叭丸叭、 U以u 、叭九 l1 h 1 

1山o a c已"巾吃叩叫口山山l口川n c以文盯1叩cn川11. i山州k山h ，、:山O昕圳nçη川10叩r c趴、 cn (ì lllt-hi叭叭 1ωI cIl川actcr. ;\ ~llpt'a-fClllporal 

lnor川北lIlCC IS takcll \、 hen I Il l巳 rprellng lhe lelllp \l ral hl~10r) Ch lI1 e"c hi 、lorwns

111 \1、trafc H1C 0111)-'. rcgul:l\1、心址nU 1l0WJi111、，的) or 1l1C W11\ b丸。 1 ↑ Clïng

CÀrbIl ali()ll~ 10 lhe ll~C 斗nd dccl l1l c ()f d、 na、tlC、 江、 wcll 斗、 七 ll ]tm叫 chan巴乞討 m 
、-

dlf'閃閃nl li111C". L.\.pl (lrI ng 111叫 oncal 1盯 h thClIl ~ch山的 nc\'Cr llic 巴mils 01' rC <l din芷

hhlor、 ['m C!t I Il C只已 111StO l"lλ"月尺曰 t hCt' lt IS 1 仇 kcnλ、刊 lllC:lll 有 1" 叫hlc丸 c thelr 且oa] 1I1 

( iJ u II~J ， '11【 '1日/→I{ (/>i- c/,' I ,', i'l lii~ .'1."/1 、 '111

1') 認 21 、h ，川 11 :ì , p, 231 

(hi-ch /l í1\'ki l1 l_'; Cl III:I!: 1:11 .1、1m C:II 

Chu lj~ 1. !!ui 川川 W! ，' S川口l' ('iu.' n; 川/， ;.'II'! ', 1['11 ~'!!I (('nllcc l1l1 :1 ，， 1 叭 t111t H!..， ()f ("11'.1 IIS1) 

(TUn21: ('1111[1已叭巳11 LiJ '11-p ， ~I ， 、 h 心 plll)'C) t-~l 、】 t、 dlldll J:l υl' liJ~ klll~~1 k ，n -，..::k!叫L!I: C,:llhi l1) 

ciJ i;a11 ì(" n 2 、()(，
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manifcsting the 1(/0 through rcadillg history.1! istorical kno仇 ledgc scrvc for moral 

judgmcnt. In thc intdlcctual pur封山1 for the Chin丸這c lllstonans , history studies are 

inevitably diminishcd to a handmaid 品r dhics 叩d moral tcaching 

V. Conclusion 

rhc Ch'in as a tuming point in Chmese history has \cft a prinl ill thc subtlc 

1TI1I1ds of thc Chincsc which IS not to bc cradicatcd. Sincc thc lI a11. Chincsc 

historians and thinkcrs kept drawing moral le品ons fro1U the Ch'in cτpcncce. Jn 

this scn間， thc Ch'1ll unification anù dO 'v\i nfall IS not a dcad I11Ul11ll1y iu lhe 

mu~ct1m but an intimatc library whcrc men can cnjoy readinεand extra仰\ating

]csso l1s" from 

Howevcr, our study of the Ch川的e rct1cctions upon the Ch'in cxperienc 占

shows that thc t.削 in Cbincsc hi~torical thinking is both moral princJpJe and nonn 

ThlS too is ct叮naJ. Deiíned thllsτhow are wc to 1\1 tc叩ret thc cultural diminishmcnl 

alld political abusc during cc巾in histori凶I periods? 7ào ù(附 nol ahvay后

lI1corporatc it5elf with lhc human \vorld , as sccn in the Ch勻的 cxpcricncc, and 前的

un[ortunatcly 1ll0re 0凡cn 咄巳 casc 曲創 thc cvil gets its vvay whilc thc g叫】d abu t-.cd. 

pol山cs mistrcated、 and tbc Clvlllzation darkcncd. 1-1O\v arc \VC going 10 offcr a 

"reasonablc刊 mt心中rctation of th叫 c historical [ac凶， parlicularly thc n間 and fall of 

the Ch'in? Chme心e hlstorians takc it the Icgρndarγ~age-kings' (King Yao. Shun 

Y口， Dukc Chou. and Confì.lcius) responsibilitics to 問vivc anù pcrsevere the taο 

On that 叫:our祉， h的1。可 bccomes a shccr blography for fcw "hCl凶S叭叭ead of 

nlulual rccords for thc lJï出S. Such ‘ hislory for the heroes" in traditional China IS 

challcngcd Wl出 a problem: if the cultural well-tnfonncd 阻gcs or politically 

tao-awarc rulers do not comc to po\ver in a timely fashio l1, hO\持 could thc histo lÿ 

opcr叫巳 011 the lrack WlllCh l~ corr出ponding to the taο。



llll: ('"ï" 1 ，，， ;1'，的 l lDlI ][1 ('hlllc,c 111 忱。I'llJg l'斗、 ly 42LJ 

!'o condudc. lhc ('hi IlC~C In叫mical lhillkillg HS Cλhibilcd in tilc In tcrprclaflOn 

of thc Ch'ln cmplrc i 、叫口 of crhlcal th lJ1 k lJ1 g. H。叭叭 er. dhlC~ III Chm叫U

hi~toncal lhinloll皂]、巴rounded il1 mdaph)' 、 lC~ 叭 hiιh ccntcrs UpOll thl:扎otion of'/(的

lhm compri~c~ bυth pri1l日pl心 ancl n(1 rl)l 'j hc 1叭。I"oldnc坊。f mctaph、:~lCS lJl 

Chllle、c hl~torl()graph、 IS. 0 !1 ()!1C hand, a very po\\"er扎 11 k、 cra巨c h)' 叭 hich

hi~tonam can 111叭叭 c th t.: carth. but 11 i~. 011 (hc o\hcι hallcl. a dυublc-cdgcd s\\md 

th必 cU1 sho l"1 hi~torian~' c文1' 1江nato叭 po叭叮叮gardlllg thc c、 d凶 III hl~l()r)' 
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中國歷史思考中的秦帝國經驗

黃俊傑持

摘要

公j 仁r'l Íi 221 年，六」 t料，問l此 ，榕的用統 '1'1，可口朵芹fll'，1 三三

明[' 伙兒 f1I，5[至!川沙|時也)LI 哼[ ~-r (J'J ffJ要會1' 1 均 '1'例如 l鬥制;} (從

票制驗'1'汲取「敘，VlIJ 。本立;以准于有關的!l體例來，分析巾附WF史

iLijtitfiiFJ消失多問題 ι

本文JC分而!亦可第一的是4| 市， ，ií{lij l水文之間即忠誠 η 泊 的

分析中關情~ tl.: ,f;!:, -1j' 丰;ftttE f重道itjjlAJ77[lIHl州晶份 FAifb-J昆

if:J 泣「未來J ,1,1 1 過去 J 0 泊 節快H模I\TJ，1i 'I'[，']知識份 f 哥哥

史市級巾，接'11'/閥的，I!))，I ， 'I 立兩義 ω 站內的分析中|瑚111'史 itl 考 '1'

「道既:在 [ÞJl1f [泛泛「規範|之雙，jl'[l阱，歧 11所引發的手Jrfr~

史小的「Jg| 之缺乏月 1持力之間峙。本文計';I[~師IRll綜亡了令立論述、

Jidl|1結 l論'["[拉法 c

關鍵字 中閱歷史思考、泰、 r I在 l

*台~，~大學任屯系教祉，中央研究院中關文村研究所合時研究員




