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On the Development of the Notion Shih(#) in Chia
Y1 and Other Confucianists

Ruei-rong Lu *

Abstract

This article attempts at an analysis of the development of the
notion of shih in Han, T ang, Sung and Ming times. Focus our
discussion has been placed upon the notion of shikh as a force of
statecraft and evolution of history in the thought as Chia Yi, Liu

Tsung-yiian, Chu Hsi, Lu Chiu- yiian and Wang Fu-chih.

Chia Yi of Western Han analyzes Han’s diplomatic policy and the
vicissitude of the Ch’in Dynasty in terms of the notion of shih, Chia Yi
opens up the floodgate of shik as a new percept in considering imperial
policy and historical development such new terms as “propensity of
things” and “tendency of principle” as coined by Chia Yi inspired the
Confucianists” thinking on the place of man in “propcosity” in

Sung-Ming Neo-Confucianism.

In sum, this article suggests that the application of shih in

statecraft enlarges the spatial width of the notion of shik on the one

*Associate Professor, National [-lan Institute of Technology



hand. On the other, the explaining of history in terms of shih enbances
the temporal dimension of the definttion ol shih. Morcover, the fact
that the notion of shikh is very much value-charged reveals the

profound humanistic implications of the notion ol shih.

Kevwords © Chia Yi, shih (propensity), Chu Hsi, Wang Fu-chih,

relative relation.





