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An Exposition of jing Quan Shuo: from Confucius to Zhu-xi
Lam Yik Chi *

Abstract

The 1dea of “Jing Quan Shuo™ was first found in “Chun Qiu
Gongyang Zhuan”. Though its origin was identified, but the idea was
not well defined. The unclear definition made scholars difficult to
understand “Jing Quan Shuo”, which led to different interpretations
and arguments for more than one thousand years. In the Han dynasty,
Dong-Zhongshu considered “ling” as an opposition of “Quar”. In
order to achieve “Quan”, one must abandon “Jing”. However, in the
Song dynasty, Cheng-yi believed that “Jing” and “Quan” share the

same principle and should be practiced together.

“Jing Quan Shuo” is an issue of application of moral principles.
The aim of this paper is to first define the meaning of “Jing”, and then
investigate “Quan” in a systematic manner. By analyzing the
relationship between “Jing”, “Quan”, “Li” and “Yan Yi”, this paper

strives to give a reasonable interpretation of “Jing Quan Shuo”.

Key words © Confucius, Mencius, Chun Qiu Gongyang Zhuan,
Dong-Zhongshu, Cheng-yi, Zhu-xi, Jing, Quan, Yan, Yi,
Li, ling Quan Shuo, moral principle. moral behavior,

moral discretion, benevolence righteousness,rituals.
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