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Chinese Reinterpretations of Western Painting: Visual
Trends as Seen through Shen-pao

Wu Fang-cheng *

Abstract

The most obvious changes in Shanghar between the 1870s and
1630s derived from the process of modernization and the influence of
the West, Articles on art activitics that were printed in Shanghai’s
Shen-pae through the intervening decades shed light on certain aspects

of visual culture through China’s modermization process.

This essay aims to use the cultural ecosphere concept and point
oul how, given the linkages among various levels in this ecosphere,
any change in one link will affect all of the adjacent links and
eventually have an impact on the entire ecosphere. In the area of visual
culture, when China was searching for visual images that corresponded
to new Western ideas, Western images began to flow tn. When Western
lifestyles and forms of marketing produced new demands in an,
Western painting found ready acceptance, and as the scope of Western

painting expanded and more and more people got involved in it, the

*Associate Professor, Graduate Institute of Art Studies, National Central University
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demand for definitions of Western art and its categories also developed.
The most distinctive aspects of the introduction of Western painting to
Shanghai were the spontaneity of its close links with material bfe and
the way Western puainting found its own order in the midst of chactic

devciopment.

Key words © Chinese  modemization,  visual  culture,  culwral

ecosphere, Western painting, Shen-pao





