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Aspects in Shanghai Visual Culture During the Last
40 Years of the Qing Dynasty

Wu Fang-Cheng ™

Abstract

While Chinese movable type printing technology once had a great
influence on the West, Western priniing technology had a similarly
large reverse impact on China in the 19" century. The impact was of
two kinds: one was the replacement of human labor through machinery,
and the second was the introduction of lithography. When lithography
and another reproducing technelogy, photography, combined to
produce photolithography, the effects ot other kinds ol printing could
be “copied.” Furthermore, il could modify the dimensions of the
copied work. an advantage that put it far ahead of other types of
printing. [ts greatest impact was In the area of printed Images,
imcluding illustrated magazines and copies of Chinese paintings. The
possibilities and limitations of photalithography were very important,
because it forced those who worked with it 10 exercise the possibilities
to their fullest extent and to respect jts timitations. 3ecavse of this,

some images were not suitable for copying, and the techniques of the

*Associate professor, Graduate Instifute of Art Studies, National Central Universily



people who were using photolithography to copy paintings could not
go bevond one-color lines and surfaces. Consequently, the forms of
Western paintings, through the technology of printing. gradually began

to extend ity influence on China.

Key words - printing, photolithagraphy, prints, illustrated magazines,

copics of Chinese painting and calligraphy





