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Human Nature as Transcending both Good and Evil
in the Laozi: A Critical Review

Siu, Chun-Sing*

Abstract

Instead of being an obstacle to the study of the theory of human nature in the
Laozi, the absence of the term xing has commonly been seen as permitting
scholars to provide various interpretations on how Laozi defines xing, say, xing
as something natural (xing ziran), genuine (xing zhen), good (xing shan), or
transcending both good and evil (xing chao shan e). Among these views, the
last can be said to be the prevalent one, given that it has widely be mentioned
in academic works on Daoism as well as the history of Chinese philosophy. In
this sense, it is reasonable to expect that, by reviewing the notion of xing chao
shan e in a critical way, some theoretical details or logical consequences that
help understanding Laozi’s attitude toward xing will be clarified. Though
critically reviewing the notion of xing chao shan e does not imply reinterpreting
it in a much more reasonable way, the former, methodologically speaking,

serves undoubtedly as a preparation for the latter.

Keywords: Laozi, Theory of Human Nature, Xing as Transcending both
Good and Evil
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