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The Formation and the Influence of 18" Century’s
Literary Review of Japanese Nativism

Wang, Xiao-Lin"~

Abstract

In the 1980s, a Japanese Sinologist SUZUKI Shdji has adopted a
binary and diametric description in his publication Chinese and
Japanese Literature that Chinese literature advocates "% 1 (satire),

TE & (vigor), and T#R 1t (administration) , while Japanese
literature upholds "B M (elegancy), "2 %= . (pathos), and TiEE
Bl (entertainment), so as to emphasize the fact that Chinese literature
in general stresses on political and moral factors, while the Japanese
one tends to show greater concern for entertainment and sensibility.
Such viewpoints represent the overall opinions of Japanese scholars.
From a historical point of view, no doubt Chinese literature has a deep
relation with politics, religions and ethics, and since the sprang up of
Edo Nativism in the eighteenth century, Japanese literature has also
cast a view similar to Chinese "i&#%&. (Confucian orthodoxy) on
politics and ethics — "&&F . (The analects of Ancient orthodoxy),

creating vast influences on modern Japanese society and culture. As an

* Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese, Translation and Linguistics, City University
of Hong Kong
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important notion in modern Japanese ideology, "Hi&F. deserves
wider and deeper investigations; yet until now, it is only being
discussed in the field of Japanese ideological history, and its relation
with literature is not greatly valued. In this paper, we shall analyzing
how Japanese Nativism in the eighteenth century established a new
criticism, " H&F . , on Japanese politics and ethics, based on a new
explanation of Confucian theories, and investigate how these theories

influence modern Japanese literature.

Key words : Zhuzi School, Motoorinorinaga, Kodoron, Pr-modern

Japanese Literary view



