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Tsang Mao-hsun‘s Theories of “be Expert at Drama”
Taking His Revision of ““Yu ming-tang’s Four
Dreams” for Example

Chen, Fu-Jung”

Abstract

Tsang Mao-hsun was an important critic on drama in Ming Dyn.
But the only thing that everybody praises was his achievements on
editing “The selections of Yuarn drama” and its supplement. It does

not know thoroughly for Tsang Mao-hsun.

One idea came to me when | was reading the Tsang Mao-hsun’s
revision of “Yu ming-tang’s four dreams”, that was his comments on
drama are special. What particulars were his theories of “be expert at
drama”. They were complete and strict. Have a great influence on

drama in later generations that we must regard seriously.

I taking “Tsang Mao-hsun ‘s theories of ‘be expert at drama’” for
the title of this paper. To research the theories in his articles. Including
the words,the tonalities,the structure,the characters,the actors,the songs, and

the considerations on performance. They almost contained all the

* Instructor, Department of Applied Chinese, Yu Da College of Business. Ph.D. Candidate,
Graduate Institute of Chinese Literature, National Chung Hsing University
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dramatic theories. The influence of his theories was profound and
lasting on drama in after years. So we know that Tsang Mao-hsun’s
criticism of “be expert at drama” is carrying on the past heritage and
opening up the future. It is an important page that can’t be ignored in

the history of Chinese traditional opera.

Key words : Tsang Mao-hsun, dramatic theories, be expert at drama,

Yu ming-tang’s four dreams, Lin-chuan’s four dreams



