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The Rhyme-scheme and its Innovation
in the Rhyming ming of Tang Stele and Epitaph Texts

Zhangcan Cheng*
Abstract

The ming 4z section in the stele and epitaph texts & < was
generally written in rhymes, in other words, in a poetic form. However,
from the Han to the Six dynasties, writers had developed some format
of rhyme-scheme which became so popular that almost all scholars
have ignored the existence of the innovation by their successors in the
Tang dynasty. In this paper the author explores the various new
rhyme-schemes invented in the Tang stele and epitaph texts and
analyzes the poetic and literary significance.

Key words: Tang dynasty, innovation, rhyming ming, stele and epitaph
texts
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