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The Cultural Blending View of the Taiwanese
Intellectuals during Japanese Colonial Period
(1895-1945)—
from Traditional Intellectuals To the Modern
Intellectual, Chang Shen-chieh (3&i&** )

Chien Su-chen *

Abstract

The traditional intellectuals advocating Western enlightenment
thinking contributed greatly to the Taiwanese enlightenment movement
beginning in the late 1910s during the Japanese Colonial Period. Among them,
Lin You-chun (4%% % ), Tsay Huey-ru ( 3% & 4 ) and Lin Shiahn-tang ( +&
;?ef{) especially got deeply involved in the movement by funding it and
promoting the enlightenment thinking personally. Two most important
traditional literary associations at that time——Zhang-hua Chong-wen Sheh

(51 T4 <4+ ) and Taiwan Wen Sheh (" % % < 4+ |) —also dedicated
to ushering in Western enlightenment thinking. Other traditional intellectuals
such as Hwang Chwen-ging (& % ) , Weih Der-ging (i&ﬁﬁ;—%) , and,
particularly, Lian Herng (i# # ) focused on the subject of the cultural
blending of East and West. With few exceptions, traditional intellectuals with
enlightenment thinking in colonial Taiwan followed the cultural blending
model of Mei-ji enlightenment thinkers ( F? ;5 £k %Jﬁ ), endeavoring to find

* Ph.D., Graduate Institute of Comparative Literature, Fu-Jen Catholic University; English
Teacher, Taipei Municipal Ming Lun Senior High School

172




AR EIE SRS BN G SN E R AR (0 T-5R %V

possible ways of surmounting the differences between the morality-oriented
traditional Chinese philosophy and the rationality-oriented Western
philosophy and modern sciences. This cultural blending model is
fundamentally different from that of May Fourth enlightenment thinkers such
as Hu Shi (# i ) and Chen Du-xiu (F &% ) , which basically denounces
the ethics of the traditional Confucianism. The cultural blending model of the
Colonial Period in Taiwan is featured by embracing both traditional
Confucianism and the concepts of utilitarianism, human love, sciences and
universality descended from Western enlightenment thinking. Following the
cultural blending model of the Taiwan traditional intellectuals, the modern
intellectual Chang Shen-chieh ( 3&;%* ) reevaluated the various ancient
Chinese philosophical systems and was thus able to give a different critical
stance from that of contemporary Chinese philosophical and cultural critics
such as Hu Shih (#* i ) , Liang gi-chao ( ¥ x4z ) and Feng You-lan (/5 %
W)
Keywords: Zhang-hua Chong-wen Sheh (5t " # < 4 ) | Taiwan Wen
Sheh (" 4 %~ 4+ )  LianHerng (&4 ) , Chang Shen-chieh
( % %*~ ), the cultural blending model of Mei-ji enlightenment,
rational critique
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