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Abstract

As one of the famous art film directors, Wang Kar-wei’s 2046 thraws
expectation on the visual level through his use of music and language to build
up his visual notes by juxtaposing the contrasted world of the nostalgic 60s
and futuristic kingdom. His movie subverts certain widely accepted norms
between the new and the old. This paper examines the intricacies driven by
thematic issues as nostalgia, memory, and identity through the interplay of
music, languages, and visual images. Generally speaking, his visual motif
works effectively in two ways, first, it emphasis on the passage of time as an
elastic continuum filled with myriad perceptual possibilities, either be a
futuristic era or nostalgic 60s. Second, it encourages the audience to
contemplate the meaning of sound and its relation to the visual image.
However, the sound could be music or language as it is so dynamically
depicted in 2046, and it helps to undermine the ideological perception of
time— by extension, the foundation of genre of nostalgia.
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