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From Historical Memory to Imaginary Nostalgia:

The Intertextuality of Liu Yi-chang’s Fiction and Wong
Kar-wai’s Films

Yi-wen Chuang*

Abstract

Liu Yi-Chang, the representative of writers from Mainland China,
crystallized the tradition of Shanghai-style novels and localized the
style. Liu’s work is an important source of Shanghai memories and Hong
Kong experiences for Hong Kong film director Wong Kar-wai, who draws
from these texts to create new stories and nostalgia about Shanghai. Wong
Kar-wai developed Liu’s new style of novel writing in his films, in which
historical and critical significance is replaced by glamorous and decadent
lifestyle. Wong’s ambiguous approach to history is close Eileen Chang’s
narrative style, in which the importance of personal memories is always
placed above the grand history, a style that focuses greatly on the depiction of
love relationships and the elaboration of the essence of daily life.

This essay will discuss the intertextuality in Wong’s In the Mood for
Love, 2046, and short film “The Hand” in Eros. The paper will further
illustrate the connection between Shanghai and Hong Kong as captured in
films and fiction.

Keywords: Liu Yi-chang, Wong Kar-wai, Shi Zhe-cun, Shanghai-style novels,
intertextuality
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