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Symbol and Allegory: Two Approaches to Confucian
Classics Interpretation

Wei-chieh Lin*
Abstract

Nein-feng Chiang in his hermeneutic study explores that there is a
common hermeneutic foundation under the traditional text interpretation of
Confucian scriptures. This hermeneutic foundation can be described as a
spiritual phenomenology of the poetic arising. This phenomenology lies in the
thinking way filled with poetic images adopted by the Poetry Scripture,
chun-chiu scripture, Analects and Mencius. On the other hand, Zhu Xi in his
vocation of interpreting the classics states clearly that one of the most
important function of the classic texts is nothing but its medium, namely it can
convey the eternal Dao or li to its reader. This paper tries to hold together two
hermeneutic concepts (allegory and symbol) borrowed from Gadamer and to
compare the idea of Nein-feng Chiang and idea of Zhu Xi. This comparison
establishes a point as follows: the allegory is the meaningful relation of the
sensible to the non-sensible, symbol the coincidence of the sensible and the
non-sensible. According to this differentiation it can to say that medium is
more closer to allegory as symbol. And that is to say, the idea of Zhu Xi is
closer to allegory.
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