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Give me Chou-hou-Village and I will move the whole
of Taiwan:
Probing into the historical significance of the resistance
against the removal of Chou-hou-Village for the Erchong
Floodway

Chun-kai Chen "and Chien-huan Lai ™

Abstract

This paper focuses on the resistance against the removal of
Chou-hou-Village for the Erchong Floodway in the early 1980s. It discusses a
turning point when after the Meilitao-Incident a new popular street movement
emerged. The general argument so far has been: after the Meilitao-Incident of
1979, the tang-wai democracy movement was continued by the lawyers and
family members of those put on trial, i.e. the so-called ‘parliamentary course,’
whereas the ‘street movement course’ came to a temporary standstill.
According to this argument it was only in 1986 with Lin Cheng-chieh’s ‘street
frenzy’ that this course was reactivated. However, if observed from a broader
perspective, the resistance against the removal of Chou-hou-Village for the
Erchong Floodway was an unexpected continuation of the Meilitao-Incident
as it kept up manoeuvring space for street resistance movements. It caused the
ban on public assembly and demonstrations, which the activists from the
democracy movement were so eager to fight against, to be seriously
challenged. During several events of this street resistance movement the

* Professor, Department of History, Fu Jen Catholic University
“"Postgraduate Student, Graduate Institute of Taiwan History, National Chengchi University
Received August 12, 2008; accepted September 9, 2008; last revised September 25, 2008.

187




PO REE NSRS =1

activists ignored martial law and challenged the government’s power.
Accordingly, as it was not a political movement and the government did not
deal with the acts of resistance in the way martial law would have required,
this conveyed the signal that ‘martial law’ could be challenged. At the same
time, the intensive coverage by the new commercialised media, combined
with these acts of street resistance, produced a shock effect on Taiwanese
society that had just experienced the political repression of the Meilitao
Incident. Furthermore, Chou-hou-Village and the vast number of media were
located in the capital region, which was of great significance for the
relationship of local politics to its political environment as the resistance
movement could hardly be ignored. Through the combination of various
factors in this resistance movement, it was possible to weaken the martial law
system and influence future historical development. By untangling the details
of the incident, this paper attempts to shed light on it and demonstrate the key
role of this resistance movement in the history of Taiwan’s democratisation.

Keywords: Erchong Floodway, Chou-hou-Village, Democracy movement,
self-relief, martial law, media performance
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