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Abstract

Over the years, research on Zhang Ailing’s works are predominately
analyses from feminist perspectives or comparative studies with Hollywood
movies. However, her reflections on the pattern of melodrama have received
little attention. On the one hand, Zhang adopted the melodramatic structures
into her movie scripts. On the other hand, she used different ‘techniques’ to
change the audience’ expectation of the established pattern. Based on the past
research studies, this essay proceeds to examine her philosophy of theatrical
aesthetics. How did she balance between entertaining and provoking thoughts
in her audience? It is noted that Zhang’s movie scripts are characterized with
uniqueness. While following the common practice and using popular themes
to attract audience, they strive to break away from the rhetoric of melodrama.
This essay will first attempt to explore the traits of melodrama in early
Chinese films. It then moves on to analyze how the melodramatic elements
identified in Zhang’s movie scripts appeal to the audience and how those
elements break through the conventional confines of melodrama.

Keywords: Zhang Ailing, Eileen Chang, movie scripts, kitsch, melodrama,
Hollywood movies
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[Lianhe wenxue]#f 132[no. 132] (1995 4F 10 H ) » H 34-36 - {a]&51E He Xingfeng » ( $R/&
T [FITREER AR T EEEE , e () 6YERZNER ) “Yindengxia,
xiang Zhang Ailing jielai de ‘Xianggang chuanqi’ lun Xu Anhua Qingcheng zhi lian de
dianying gaibian” » { F:EREEFS) Zaidu Zhang Ailing (F#[Hong Kong] : 4~# KB HRR
#E£[Niujin daxue chubanshe] » 2002 4%) » B 89-126 ; ( ZERE& T INVE S 2 fi—— (BEBEH
W CEAZ T8 S 4R SR ) “Hualiyuan zhong de Ailing nushen———Pulian shenshi,
Bansheng yuan he Jinnian wutai gaibian tanlun” > (5GEE¥5 1 02 - B2 - $25 ) Zhang Ailing:
wenxue - dianying -wutai ( & #[Hong Kong] : 4~/& Akt [Niujin daxue chubanshe] >
2007 £F) » H 128-161 - F/|NE Li Xiaoliang : ( FEES2HYIHE (/) B (F£4)
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dianying” » ( FH:EIREFS) Zaidu Zhang Ailing » B 71-88 - i{'H 2 Zhuang Yiwen s ( F4F
BV AUESE— (S8HE0) NI B RIIERATES SOAM: ) “Bainian chuangi de
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51 B . FEE - 85 ) Zhang Ailing: wenxue ¢ dianying « wutai » B 97-127 ©
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3 EERSCE ) > BIFAIRR(E ES Su Weizhen » ([0 - 1947 - SREFSERGHE—FK (R
T~ CRKERR) BIARR A 42208 ) “Shanghai «+ 1947 - Zhang Ailing dianying yuangi
——jiantan Buleging, Taitai wansui juben de rensheng canzhao” » { F14F 322 ) [Zhongwai
wenxue]& 37 Hf 2[vol. 37, no. 2] (2008 &£ 6 H ) K 139-180 ; ;& Fang Aiwu » { 4[EE
Y E e B ORRALEE ) R E IS A ##:E ) “Hongchen zhong de aiging tuwei
——dianying Gungun hongchen zhong de aiging xushi jiedu” - 55 3C£2 )[Dianying wenxue]
HA 23[no. 23] (2008 £ ) » K 109-110 -
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6 Z=ErAE Li Oufan 3 > 42 Mao Jian 52 > (_EEEEE ) Shanghai modeng ( & #%[Hong Kong] :

A3 KR R+ [Niujin daxue chubanshe] » 2000 4 ) » 55 3 & » & 87-118 -
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University Press, 1976), 11-12.
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