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Abstract

As a head of the Embroidered-uniform Guard, Lu Bing (1510-1560)
was excellently qualified. He, as well as his grandfather and father, diligently
served the Emperor Jia-jing and his father, Prince Xing-xian, and as a result was
trusted by the royal family. Lu Bing, a clever and tough man, exerted his duties
for more than fifteen years in mid-Jia-jing period, a time full of political
intrigues and military turbulences. The Emperor Jia-jing, with Lu Bing’s faithful
service, achieved the reputation as a ruler who had controlled his subordinates
strictly. Besides those major works like intelligence, inquisition, and so on, Lu
Bing also had to take care of trivial things such as supervisions on construction
works and numerous rituals. However, before he died in the prime of his life, Lu
Bing fulfilled his duties, and even saved some upright officials who outraged the
emperor. Lu Bing’s private activities were even more complicated and colorful.
He, by means of bribery and usury, accumulated great wealth by which he
expanded his social network and strengthened furthermore his political status. A
thorough and balanced review on Lu Bing’s carcer, as this study has
accomplished, helps us deeply understand the political operations in the Jia-jing
reign which resulted in the decline of the Ming Dynasty.
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