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Abstract

Luo Jinxi and Wang Longxi were equally famous contemporaries and
sometime called “the two xi.” Mou Zongsan regarded them as the heir of
Wang Yangming, who could develop further Yangming’s philosophy.
However, on the problem of Confucian round teaching, Mou treated only
Wang Longxi’s contribution and left out Luo Jinxi completely. It is worthy
to investigate whether the later had similar doctrine of round teaching.
According to Mou’s distinction, Tientai is the most complete Buddhist theory
of round teaching. While Wang Yangming’s doctrine of “the four positive
teaching of Liang-chi” is not yet round teaching though Wang Longxi’s “the
four negative teaching of Liang-chi” is a step forward less than a round
teaching. The Confucian proper round teaching should be built according to
Hu Wufeng’s idea of “The principle of Heaven and human desires are one
body with different functions, and happening together with different sort of
value.” However, there are similar sayings in Luo Jingxi’s philosophy. As
the most well developed doctrine of the Ming dynasty praised by Mou, It is a
wonder if Jingxi’s philosophy has a round teaching or not. If he did have
one, how he had presented it and whether it is the most perfect one similar to
Tientai. In this paper, | try to argue that Luo’s teaching on filial piety,
respect of elders and benevolent to youngsters in terms of the central idea of
ren is in fact a Confucian round teaching.

Keywords: Luo Jinxi, Mou Zongsan, Song Ming Neo-Confucianism, Round
Teaching, Tientai, filial piety
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