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On the “Dystopia” Writing of Mo Ying-feng’s
Taoyuanmeng (Peach Blossom Spring)
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Abstract

If compared to Jiangjun Yin (General’s Chant), which was awarded
with the first Mao Dun Literature Prize, Mo Ying-feng’s latest work
Taoyuanmeng (Peach Blossom Spring) must have been overlooked.
Nevertheless, the latter is significant to Mo’s writing career, as well as that of
the literature history of China in the 1980s. With perspective in light of
“Dystopia,” this paper seeks further to investigate the distinctiveness of Mo’s
rhetoric. Meanwhile, by placing Mo’s work into the cultural thoughts of the
1980s’ China, this paper aims to reconsider the profound relations between the
novel and the trend of the “radical critique of traditions;” and to explore the

author’s reflections on Confucian Utopianism and Cultural Revolution.

Keywords: Mo Ying-feng, Dystopia, 1980s Chinese Literature, Confucian
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