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Abstract

The concept of “Xueshu” mainly refers to Jinxue (study of the classics)
and Confucianism, but also widely to Hanxue, Songxue study , Daoxue and
Lixue study included. In other words, Xueshu traditionally ranges from the
history of classics to the history of thoughts and even the history of
philosophy. However, according to the traditional conception, Zixue is
subordinate to Jinxue. The so-called Xueshu doesn’t mean that all knowledge
is equally treated. With the gradual change of concept of “Xueshu” in Qing
dynasty, Jinxue and Zixue seem to be equalized. Only with this, will Zixue
rebuild its academic status in the history of modern science.

With a range from calendar, phonics, geography to thoughts, the
definition of Xueshu by modern scholars differs quite a lot. Consequently, the
history of learning can be divided into two ways: one puts emphasis on both
textual research and thoughts, and the others emphasizes on thoughts. If we
consider thought as the content of Xueshu, then the duplication of the history
of learning and the history of thought will be reasonable. However, the
thought must be researched from a certain angle, such as politics and
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philosophy. Especially from the angle of philosophy, the fundamental
problems are transferred from the political corruption at that time to ontology,
cosmology, and human nature. Thus, Zixue becomes the origin of learning
and philosophy. Compared with the classics or government position, the
theory will be anyway a great challenge.

Keywords: Zixue, philosophy, thought, Xueshu (learning), history of learing,
history of philosophy
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