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Abstract

This paper examined how Liu Na'ou, Mu Shiying and Eileen Chang used
the technique of “visual expression” to imagine China in their novels. In
previous studies, Liu Na'ou’s and Mu Shiying’s novels were primarily
examined relative to Japanese Neo-Sensationism and the writings of Paul
Morand. This paper highlighted that in addition to mere assimilation of these
foreign literary elements into their works, Liu Na'ou and Mu Shiying used
“visual expression” to develop another narrative paradigm with local color.
Liu Na'ou’s emphasis on the visual quality of movies not only raised the
importance of camera vision in literature, but also motivated greater use of
vision associated with the camera in his novels. Following the same approach
to use “visual expression” as a narrative strategy, Mu Shiying described the
unequal distribution of wealth in Shanghai through fostering the use of
montage and adapting the classical Hollywood narrative into his works. By
doing so, the technique of “visual expression” was made even more
responsive to the local context. Eileen Chang was another great writer after
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Liu Na'ou and Mu Shiying. She strived to harmonize “visual expression” with
the mode of narration based on her knowledge in traditional Chinese novel as
well as the Mandarin Duck and Butterfly School. According to Chinese
grammar, the subject of a sentence could be omitted under certain
circumstances. Also, there are no tenses and active/passive voice distinction.
Eileen Chang capitalized on these unique properties of Chinese grammar to
transform a character’s vision into a narrator’s vision. This conversion
allowed the narrator to articulate ideas without restrain, providing the author
with additional opportunities to further elaborate and evaluate “visual
expression” through the narrator’s voice. Then, the paper explored the roles of
Liu Na'ou and Mu Shiying in the field of literature. A particular focus was put
on how their “visual expression” was perceived to be closely associated with
imperialism and colonialism. Analysis suggested that Liu Na'ou’s and Mu
Shiying’s imagination of China were not well-received by the entire literary
community. On the other hand, Eileen Chang’s approach to harmonize “visual
expression” with the realist mode of narration was more aligned with the need
for reconciliation during the war period. Her “visual expression” provided a
medium to convey the modern thoughts of China, which in turned encouraged
more in-depth reflections on these thoughts.

Keywords: Liu Na'ou, Mu Shiying, Eileen Chang, visual expression of

movies
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il TR o /AR AV R ERIRE A — {8 A S i B RS 22
BOME A BE B R ATSOREI S ERE R - (B E) BRIUERECRAY
BEPIT - B/ NS EREERS DsEE S AR T ZURRE R - Bs
T THEARRECER Y NEISY TR

2 EEIENENEESPREEE S R TRRE, M1 TS TIPREE ) B T ET
i FEER  HRGRAEE ) T BPEITEE e TP REE A B SRR - HIE
FHREVAIE R EEHIRIRATPRRE LY TIILEE ) B A EEB R
FeFor ThE B BE L F o RN EEB AT B bR T B AR IUERER
# - BN E R 2575 > GESE ST 15%) (J0nT © EsURE kR L > 2005
&) H6-T-
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HERFERENE K EERENER , BRIXABE , RIS
MERNHRE—TEER! (....) AMmEEREGANRES
SERIINBEE £, HEHRZ,

IRBRET, TR EEERERN YIS, AWM R Ry &
EEEENERR , MBRXNBE , RIENERENEE—F
e |

ESCDA R S S A BRI AR T EIRRRG - R R R Y
"RRAEE | o BHEE RS AR AR - B T EINF R W0
PIFsEon st - AIFREE IR - MR LUER /NI E s E
Bt - & AT 5 R IHHE - 18 F LB ERIAS R SO Al e 1 BRI AR 2SR
The hugin wails in the night of a thousand burning lamps; the bow
slides back and forth, pouring out a tale desolate beyond words — Oh,
what’s the point of asking?! [...]But here it was just Fourth Master
Bai sitting by himself on a run-down balcony sunk in darkness,
playing the hugin.
[...]
There are legends everywhere, but they do not necessarily have such a

happy ending. The hugin wails in the night of a thousand burning

B REES » (i ) (R ——RERER/NAEZ —) (FE SRtk 1991
) H 188 fz 231 -

106



s ES - BRI IEAIRE R/ NRAY BRI

lamps; the bow slides back and forth, pouring out a tale desolate
beyond words — oh! What’s the point of asking?>*

BB R/ NP E RIS - (E T IR AR AR R IR E
HEHEE T [F R ERIRER (B2 - ERELE A s AERE R 6D
I > 33 SR SRR - M EREHIRRAS T AR IE i
afd " ERFR B (MR o JIERSRERE I NRHRILTA
ERAETE > [N R/ D TiEME " EIRE > SREFR A/ R T REEE K
Skt B CHIERERE - S S R R EEFTE -

i T EIFRL ) AR RNV E SR L » SREFRAIA T b
RS AR AR/ NREYBEE ) B 2 BRI E AL - (i
B THEBISRIARE H O A RHEE ¢

RERALT -  BEIECHRE , XREETELE, T8
b .....) L8, 3THACHETE , BB TE K EEF
KREL  WHMES, B , nETEEE, R -EE IS
ERETEEN—E , KESHMMANE KT OUNHEFHT. i
Mg, AR OG6GE K RERUEBE FEANEENE.

LERARER  EFREHORT , BESHNER , DM
%, BERRMEENE , TREUVRE. —SEHE  BEE
BB KR, %

BB IR TSRS A YRS SOBHIIR S - AAORERERE
FIEFAR R Pl H CHIRHEE - WATERIRP R LHTE - SEEEZE

54 Eileen Chang, “Love in a Fallen City,” trans. Karen Kingsbury, Renditions: A Chinese
English Translation Magazine, no. 45 (Spring 1996): 61 and 92.
® RER  (E )  (HEE —RERER/INREZ—) » H 195 -
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RRIEH - (B2 - REW/EMAS T3 WEFNEEE ) 508
B BEEFHVIEAY) ~ RUiE MRS R & - SRR ARUE
H S (56 - RIS DU E RS [FhR > s Bk T Rah LA TiE
WEAEEE - 5 B HEREEEBRE BEEIH AN
Y BIEREXERAER T - B2 EEMEEENEEEXHIE
Rf o SREES SN T RUICERVEARSE - EiE 1 BIAES IR L
NRAEE R ARV BIGE - MRT TSR SRR B ZE ] - Al
RIAHEE B R B E IR SEILE - & n RS EUER A AN
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Liusu cried out, covered her eyes, and fled, her feet beating a rapid
retreat all the way up, up the stairs, to her own room. She turned on
the lamp, set it next to the dressing-mirror, and studied her reflection.
Good enough: she wasn’t too old yet. She had the king of slender
figure that doesn’t show age — a waist forever thin, and a budding,
girlish bosom. Her face had always been as white as fine porcelain,
but now had changed from porcelain to jade — semi-translucent jade
with a tinge of pale green. Her cheeks had been round, but now had

grown thinner, making her small face even smaller and more
attractive. She had a fairly narrow face, but her eyes — clear and

lively, slightly coquettish eyes — were set well apart.>®

B —BOCFIFE SR EATESE - A IS T TR ERR - R
BRI —— A FIEAV SRR R R » (EAETGERAYRRCAR T
FHR TR R 5B She” » LUK BIEEAHRRAVIRFREISSE > (NEE A R %2

% Eileen Chang, “Love in a Fallen City,” Karen Kingsbury trans., Renditions: A Chinese
English Translation Magazine, no. 45 (Spring 1996): 66-67.
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& /RS B 2 R R > BRI ETORAERGEM - “she
wasn’t too old yet”<Ea] R ER/ N B B S AR ] R HE R IE X
Ao R FERIER VA B R0 RE - B —IRH S IGHAER T FiF
BN R AT GUERB A — R S IR SR R T 3R S8R
IMEEIE AV SR R s B E AR -

TRE BB A [E 2 e - AR E R SRR P HERE Tk
alLAgics, BigE BA AR R AR R - I H AR R W]
H F s EREAVE > AR R T RS - a0 (P NERK)
=5
THNFEZRTHIE, "-E-BERLE, SENREALE
HE, B TIRE , BEENERNININES , RERKR
T, RE., #HBE  EXOUETBRET  BEEENREN &,
BT \ABHEEER , B FHNERITELR, 7

TREFALIE BT A T BIES AR I R AR R - B
A Ry SRR B AN T s A LR - SIES RIS 5Ly
/N AR AR o SENIRE S ARV BT REESE  (BMER
FHERF R - AIEIERISRE R - S NEE R Dl B 28T
BER o MAE (F/NERK ) BESCF o BB B A Rz B K - 7R
B MR EM R LAERNS EaBRYT5E 0 B T RS e B2
% Bith - RITEARESWHERAY) ~ Fuli# BREEERZRH
ot > NIE > B ETEEMNE - SREFS o] LE— LR HY AR Rz 81
HFIETIOA » SEESCFIEFE SRR LMY F -

S REE - (P NERK) - (EIEE ——RERAERNEZ ) H 116 -
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BRSNS R R R T SRR > B
—EEDERE R - RELA AR pa E AR R - ISR 5285
R BAWAKEY (Walter Benjamin, 1892-1940) A= AT IR AE
Bk - AR - BEEEOR T HAYRBIEENSE(E - SEE
AR MR ST (i anit TARIRERS ) AV ERcH: - DI A TR
ALUNFRIB (&R ERY 7% » BEAERSEVHVEERN - s
FArtER R A TS ) RN - B > BEAEBREZRNE
ERFUATRERE - B A B S R M RS SRR - AR
RIPERH LRI E AR R ER R U — B AR AR
" o WK EE D BRIk E - EiE R RER
/NSRS IOA T Bl SEECERE R (FEEAE T B Rk ) DUg
IMASERFTYS > BREELE TG ) JRGEIE LAV > TAER
HERNVBEROLD) - BEEEIETR - BieIUNREE S 0R(ERM - E
fEEHERRAS - [HRERAINEE TSI KRR AT
ARG BEEARS -

(B ) HIPE:  SREFR SR T B AR LRI, 2K BiE
THER - Efr B KER— B - /NSRS i T AIEERES o O
TR LSS AR S R - I BB s i A R (I & -

RKEREBE—B T, ZPREEZ —EBR, BHER L,
BER R —HIER RIVAEEE , WE TERN L. WEFEERL,
nEEREERLE  —RELEX BERESES , ETRE,

%8 FERF « AHERH (Walter Benjamin ) » (& BUREACAYERAIT(E 5 ) » FEHT - Po7 i’y (Hannah
Arendt) 4 > SRABER - FEE - (Bl © RHEIHSCE) (B4 FHEREHARE - 1998
1) H 226-227 »
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fREATAE  ENEE, vl BERL  R#E , 87
B—AIERE. KRE, Am. AR, BRRN KRR, ©

BT WA ZAEBAYINIRE LS - T2 e Bt -
TR E A PTE R EAE G HIHEIE A 2RI R S ES R B I/ N A R Y
& BB RE R T 7R R - SRR R G
ATTHHEE 0 2 TIERVBRE ) ? ORI ARARREZIECR T T A
HRAE BN —Rg 2 SREERERIE E SR KA ERER IR
sefEtrams o i T —IRE B BARRG > RREMEEGRRE - Xk
TERRET EDOL ? B RERIEMINE BRI B IE B E A
Y2 A Bl B A > I HRESE RS — g KAV SRS - &
HEAE - IREICHY/NRECSWES NI LAY S e AR TSR Sty
B BHEEEEEC LR AR REBA 7RSO AP E
R EHHLRAZ - BT TP ALA REfE] -

Liuyuan leaned against the wall, and Liusu leaned too, looking up
along the great height, a wall so high that its upper edge could not be
seen. The wall was cool and rough, the colour of death. Against it her
face looked different: red mouth, shining eyes, a face of flesh and
blood and feeling.®

S 7R R R e EREHYRTRE > (AL looking up™—FL R B AT &)
iy Liuyuan 81 Liusu ¢ - FoR L MMM = AR o RSO RE
IRE T HERBE > NI REEREE A R - REAEER
A T ERFEL - B E TSR EIREEAYI T > TREfET T2

¥ RER - (E ) (HEE —RERER/NREZ—) » H 208 -
60 Eileen Chang, “Love in a Fallen City,” Karen Kingsbury trans., Renditions: A Chinese
English Translation Magazine, no. 45 (Spring 1996): 76-77.

111



PO REEASCEH BAH

ROl B EBEEERE X - [FRFE ) AUTERER SUEZER A A T
TEREE ) W AMRE > SUEE ARG RIEE - SRERRE
SR S AT R B T T AV BE R B B - Feal i p

B () THIRER OIS MEERSRER
FHARY /NS TP RET R EIHIBIRE - Bl (ALEBLELHEBL) TR
5

RRBERBAERTL BT -—WEENEENEEFFEM
B, AFZALETHR, —ENE , XAET. HELEEERRNT
NETEFAENER, BRENR A EERN W HHR AR
MiRE  BSEL—BF. (.....) EEERLEEREFSA, A
EFITREREERER. 3 TRRARF , ERERAR , RBE
SEEASE , RAVEERVARE , MERRAE—EAELENE , HER
EREN, REILRIEIAWEREE K RES—EHEE, ©

R T FEILAIREEEENREREMIRIRATE > HHVE
sEHVRIRERE > CEERRIT LUEIRORATE + X DU - At
LEREEHEQAMEEERE - #% T EEUR L AvRiE - R LUE
fRORFTAR > JRA] DUBRCGICE K% akam - RHEIRE - #Ea ] FEEEE
B RIEIA R HIRIRT S - IRORE THYREERZE " — R ) 2 -
fEE > EAEBEMILAERE RIS MERZNRERHE
BRI AR R BT > BORMAFIREL Y - BN EERER /N2
EEHEHTT

oL SRETS - (ALEREOEL) (MR —RERAR/NSEZ —) » H63-64 -
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£ (TR ) AR ERE RS DR R i U B i A= L
BB TR —HERET K - P00 TR BEEDK
& TV EK L > BEEREEELLR © o #E o /Nl T ERE
SAERRAL , ERAINE EERMAE T BRGEREIA - RASET 4 B/
SURCHE AR PR - 220 - /NaREY TR LR, SO ZE A T
£ o ST EEBAIIRRRAK - SXOEEA > 28000 » 75 > SRR T -
B EE ) RSN R EeRu R BRER a T R —
=FH "EE ) HREEECE T o FEREH A0SR AR o
T BB REAY AN [F] 38 Rl S SO SR 530 - PR N 3
faam | EH AR O 0 55 ERRALRY o AMRBUSHIHR
RENFHSECR KA RR » BT —EALEREH - ALRAEHEN
SR \GOHVEHE o SRHVESHUEIRNE - ANEEATE - A0EKE - 5 (%)
HVIEMEGIT - BN T REF R SHEER/ NG TR R, BURE
FaEEN - EREELOEZAENFE - RS &
2R - DA EIEIR - AREEE ($1E) AUTGEE - FrsRE T
BRI AR - N RISEIRAME D T - B TEEBLLRRAK
SUEHEA - FRIM > 75 BEEREOR T ) BIREGEN » 1f HRAETI 2R LA
ERFRERIAENE - SRR T ERAR R, AUThA ¢ R RYIZED T
IRV E M - A SRR B - mPAEEE =2
IR SRR & -

02 RS () (MR |—RERER/INREZ —) » B 10 - KEEDUTFIFIH
HItH -
83 Wisr FHEEESCA0T - “Although it was only November, they had lighted a fire at home, just a

small brazier with red-hot charcoal ensconced in snow-white ashes. The coal had been a tree.
Then the tree died, yet now, because of the glowing fire, its body had come alive again —

alive, but soon to turn into ashes. The first time life was green, the second time, a dark red.
The brazier smelled of coal. A red date fell into it and started burning, giving out the
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ETE (EPEE) o o EEE AL - B TEE
CEASE
BEREGELORE  SEARTER , —HEERMIT LG
WEMAR T /ML, EEREEEMNE, EF0BLEE
BHECRRANBES, —EN— 5, KEEERILE
RAKNTR. RTHES TFIETRE, BERT  BELEOA
BHBTET.
BEN —HEERT LT —EAERRE. BEREBAYT
R TR BOAEBECHRTRR. B EREEG
BRFNSTERIOEHEE? —BARA , WEHA+E , 1R
BEMERETEEN, ©

EERFPEAHERYEHES " eHER Y HERE B T —
B —iE , —HAVETE > ANZAHERRSOE BEMIENEEL
HHYIE — B O EUEAYRERS » (58 T — IR SR RS SRR T BE T2
i WATUERUIE RZAVECR - 28 T ) AURB AR R
RHYKHEITEZH I ~ AAHEUR - BRI EEREHE - LRI EIE
FREIRES [FERY TR EZ T ZHIAN LATRR » 35RE TB (URCIE S SRR -
H BRI MT AT AR R > sREFIRBIWES AR 5 E TR
TER AR A BB R fth PIER LA L0 ~ S F B RS A
FESCERTT b~ A T BARPED iR G L EIBE R A L IEAY S N4 -

fragrance of the sweet congee served every year on the eighth of the twelfth month. The
coal’s minute explosions made a sizzling noise, like grated ice.” Eileen Chang, “Traces of
Love,” trans. Eva Hung, Renditions: A Chinese English Translation Magazine, no. 45
(Spring 1996): 112.

O ERETS - (HEIRE ) (FRFE) (B4 + Bkt > 2000 4) > H 37 -
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7% 1927 £ 1937 ARG - H R REE RN R JE A
PRSI ERRE - Q90 REIT M - B ERIREREHAY T RIEEEX
S - ERCEREIIEBREES > PEEFEEAET - (FanAEE
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R R E BN SRR L) - ZAS RS ERG A KIS A
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T ZOFAERBIABS AL MY S ER 5, -

BIRES e | AGHETL T BB LRt | PR A e
TENRZE  EREREFEGTEN RSP E—REEE > 2
FABGFBE R ITE—REERARZATTE - 2IWESHVELZHE R
TEE Rl E R B R RT R - R A RN " eMEER |
R B A E L RRE 5 T E) ) WYES) - T T SO R
SN  S(HZ - A NRER T B2 R IRIERRE LN - KA ZEF]
BEZH RTINS - A B SE E S B P S R I - R EmiEitt
ST L RITMES 2% - SIONEETE 1930 48 4 F pH KRG H AR s 2

(EP M ESAR ) DA% - 12/ R BITERIF N s 5 2 ISV A — AV EZE R -
SRt L R RE A BB 3 — A 51 EL fi e P 4RO B By R S F 2
o 1 1930 4 3 ARALG - BINEEHY (FrscEs) mhassk T —Z25IE L E
FEEHEGSTHEHEE (Viadimir Maksimovich Friche, 1870-1929) Y~
o BURSIWES T s — I PSS AT SR VR - MY EIFHY 10
A &HEKRE IS DGR (Eiirtt & E2) - B2 2Nes S fE
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