AR AR S5
2016 £ 10 H H 161-194
R A ST

x
2N

P

"
R

Ly AR ¥ Teh? RERZ - 0 ok (1955-) B i A R
il BT 2 F L AR AR A Y EY o LAY s
Lo A AR E S FR L s TR AHFRY hE R L&
A FEAR TR o hRITEY BEE RO o S L2 RE
Peid > io- B BHEE R A FORLRY > B TERBREM RS
AR T LT BRT F 900 FL 0 k2 DG BIA R TR 0
Fetf ks g LA 0T Sde (- BEHE R HSRTE ) o (v E ) B
AR B B HE (FihaRE) B3P (A -k H) 7 ER
SRR BIRB MR &8 LT Eee & 5 ane 2 P R aseY o
AR F R P aE B o

MR ok B B A ML T SR E v

* ORI EE R 2 B3 (tchuang@gms.ndhu.edu.tw )
FERESEIHE © 2016.04.11 5 BT EIHE ¢ 2016.05.27 5 /%0527 HE © 2016.09.25

161



hOREE A BN+

162



National Central University Journal of Humanities
Vol. 62, Oct 2016, pp. 161-194
College of Liberal Arts, National Central University

The Animal Symbols and Ecological Concern
in Xu Bing’s Artworks

Tsung-Chieh Huang”

Abstract

Xu Bing’s works have been known for their inventive coinage of language
as well as their speculation on Chinese culture and human civilization. And
yet, over the course of his artistic career, “nature” is an important aspect
not to be neglected. Take the representative series, Background Stories,
as an example. In this series, Xu Bing uses recycled materials at hand—
fishnets, hemp-fibers, deadwoods, bricks, and other “wastes and disposables”,
assembling them before putting them in projected lighting. Seen from the
front, the series presents an array of unique images characteristic of ink wash
paintings. Xu Bing resorts to a marked contrast between “front” and “back” to
foreground differences of nature/civilization and tradition/modern, an approach
which might seem still yoked to a binary opposition of value system. However,
the ways he employs elements of nature and the concepts he intends to convey
in his works offer much room for investigating and analyzing how humans
respond to and deal with nature in recent development of urban civilization.
Front and back, tradition and modern, nature and civilization, the divine and

the human, dissembling and assembling, dismantling and reconstructing—
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these binary concepts are reversed sometimes, permeated at other times,
and contradicted at still other times to open up the possibility for multiple
dialogues. This paper focuses on elements of nature (including the flora and
fauna) in Xu Bing’s works. It begins with observing works which feature the
animals, such as A Case Study of Transference and Cultural Animals, and
moves on to analyze the green concerns expressed in works like Background
Stories and The Forest Project (Mu ¢ Lin ¢ Sen). In so doing, this paper
deepens inquiries into the significance of natural elements in Xu Bing’s
works and reflects on how they present interactive models between man and

nature.

Keywords: Xu Bing, Animal Symbols, Ecological Concern, Background

Stories, Cultural Animals
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