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The Concept of ‘Field’ and the Poetry Circle
in Song —Focusing on the Anthologies

Chung-wing Ling"

Abstract

This essay is about the publication of anthologies in Song and its relationship
with the poetry circle formed by the Song poets. It also shows the way how
the poets intervened other social aspects. As the theoretical framework, this
essay will introduce the concept of ‘Field’ suggested by Pierre Bourdieu, a
French sociologist and philosopher. Analyzing the situation of the poetry
circle by Bourdieu’s concept, it shows that the publication of anthologies was
an important phenomenon in the ‘field of poetics’ while the powers from the
‘field of education’ and the ‘field of politics’ also frequently intervened in it.
This essay contains four parts. First, it talks about how the Songs edited and
published their anthologies. The statistics of publication and the features of the
books are the focusing point. Next, it discusses the use of anthologies in the
competition among the schools of Song poetry. It was an affair occurring
inside the ‘field of poetics’. Then, it concerns the anthologies which are used
as the textbooks in the education system. Finally, it discusses how the poets
who did not belong to the ruling class expressed their standpoints and
struggled with the court. The series of Jianghu Shiji [/=# 3% %] was a typical
example of the issue.
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