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From the Mountain Forest and the
Sounds of Nature, Lake-tour

Entertainment, to Sad Songs Nostalgia--

The Three Stages lor the
Development on West Lake Chants
in Tong, Song, and Yuan Dynasties

Nai-huser Hou®

Abstract

West Lake, the famous nature scenic spot, made its debut
as tale @y from mid-Tong Dynasty, and reached its toured peak
i Song dyvrasty. During thiy period, the economic core and
cultural heart shifted from the Central Plains to the South-East;
furthermore, the southern Song moved her capital o Lin-An.
Both made West Lake turncd into the flourishing capital, from
the so-celled renote south-castern site. In Yuan Dynasty, Hung-
chou was still a prospering city. However, due to the was and
the perish of Song Dynasty, West Luke becume the target of
public censure. The changes of cultural position changed West
Lake and those who came here a lot. This could be seen from
the comparisor among the chants and poems aboul West Lake
in Tong, Song, and Yuuan dvnasiies.

From the evolution of the sounds and images we've seen,
followirg the vicissitudes of the time and politic position, the
culture ol more and more involved in West Lake. The meanings
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of West Lake’s naturc body dissolved gradually nto merely
one decoration against the time background.

Those who wvisited West Lake twmed 10 lake-bouating-and-
rouring, from the originally temple-visit, then again turncd
irto circuil getivities, entertainmerts, campaign, and luxuricus
business. There had been temporarily silent visit al the begin-
ning of Yuan Dynasty, but not very long after, it turncd back
to be nolsy parties and entertzinment site again, This turned
West Lake, from a clean spiritugl nature, Uito a vulgar city.

The scholar-burcancrat from mid-Tong and Northern Song
alwuys expressed their frustration for being exiled to the
remote dDluces along the West Lake. But the scholar-burcaucrat
from Southern Song eulogized the piping umes of peacc. It
shows that the changes of the cultural position differe the feel-
ings of touring greatly, The wrestle of the power between
neture and culture-politics in the scholar-burcauerat’s mind is
quite delicare and interesting,

rom the surviving Southern Songians® poems on Wesl
Leke we’ve scen that, during the long-ternied evolution of tour-
ing culture, the responding relationship between the culrural
activitics and natgre was focused on the human’s thoughis.
Alse the lundscape of the scenic site was combined by the
nature and the cultural acrivities.

The scholars® chanis and poems from Yuan Diynasty were
not irvolved with persoral feelings about their success and Tail-
ure. Most of them muairly were tostalpia, and reviewed on the
neture of time, human lives, @nd history. Among them, the
politic ard social meaningy controtled by the different race
cortained.

In general, the stuge evelution of the content for chants
end poents about West Lake not only showed the West Lake’s
Fistory itsell, but zlso comtained lots of meanings of politics,
culture, ard society,

Keyword: West Lake, Touring, Torg poctry, Song Poclry,
Scolar-bercaucrat, Yuan Poctry,





