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Abstract

In this paper, the theories of pragmatics will be applied to analysis of
literary text. There are large number of theories can be adopted in literary
studies. This paper will try to use the theories of context and the speech-act
theory of J. L. Austin to discuss the dialogues of Qian Zhongshu’s famous
novel Fortress Besieged. It begins with the analysis of the functions of
dialogues in Fortress Besieged. And then, the theories of context will be used
in the study of dialogues, in order to explain the effect of dialogues in this
novel. Finally, Austin’s speech-act theory will be used to explain how the
dialogues can help the narration and depiction in Fortress Besieged. This
paper aims to provide another viewpoint on studying novel and contribute on

the study of applying pragmatic theory to the analysis of literary text.
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? Stanley Fish, “How to do things with Austin and Searle: Speech-Act Theory and Literary
Criticism,” in Is There a Text in This Class?: The Authority of Interpretive Communities
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1980), pp. 199-221.

* J. L. Austin, How to Do Things with Words (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1976), Lecture
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Ef R 0 FA L RFT o ((FB ) T 209)

TR FD TORNSRECR | WiERGE - A EASHIER - sEER
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FEEHBE | M TKAREET ) ER - 45 LRl > BRI A
AR MBS AY) 2 ST S IN B PURTE & A{n] SRR B
HWEERCE » B RAFHIRCICHR - BUll 71 - sEE AT B BB EIHL
AE A EBEEE AR 5 > DUIEEIIIE S - (EaEaiEi > P
EREERULES -
& THER L S TEES

AP > FSC#% (Stephen. C. Levinson ) 1£ (GEFIE2) ( Pragmatics ) —
EFTERAY TR (deixis) o [EIRERIEEEBEATERENVRIE - THEmR
LAY 7352 ARE (person) ~ Mt (place) ~ H§fi] (time) < " AFEHTR |
¥R 2EENAT  F-ABEREALT » 557 AMEHE AR

2 Stephen C. Levinson , Pragmatics (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008), p. 54.
“Essentially deixis concerns the ways in which languages encode or grammaticalize features
of the context of utterance or speech event, and thus also concerns ways in which the

interpretation of utterances depends on the analysis of that context of utterance.”
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# Stephen C. Levinson, Pragmatics, pp. 62-63.
B OTHERIET ) ZERERERE > SRR (GERSEAE)  H49-

%6 Stephen C. Levinson, Pragmatics, p. 63.
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Stephen C. Levinson, Pragmatics, p. 68.
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R EfEEEREY How to Do Things with Words —3 - g4t (HEES
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e - B AREE > fla TEA—g - T AT T EEERER
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%A T 1 How to Do Things with Words —2& » S5 5ETRIE TH
BRI > e R HARY i SR =0T S LS RET
£ (locutionary act) ~ LAE{T75{7T & (illocutionary act) ~ DA BT B
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( perlocutionary act) » FfR A& B EUS S TSR - ' TS RE
1Th BfeffAEOREEELEIE > HEMSIE 50, 0 BlmEsE
ok TaREE o TISETTE TR BT R REEN » BT T RS
5% o BRI SEEMT R - i LR — RS > LRk T —E
TR - (THRINEASE - BEIAEFERERREIE - BT8R
—ZIIL S 1TSS

BEfew § BT
FERLSFESEL
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2 w I <k <
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TR IEREREFEB AR 52k - Ham b USTENmBlERE
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39 3. L. Austin, How to Do Things with Words, pp. 94-108.

U 1. L. Austin, How to Do Things with Words, p. 95: “The act of ‘saying something’ in this full
normal sense I call, i.e. dub, the performance of a locutionary act” » fi5 > > ieEt 2 S
KEMTE -

32.J. L. Austin, How to Do Things with Words, pp. 98-99. “asking or answering a question,
giving some information or an assurance or a warning, announcing a verdict or an intention,
pronouncing sentence, making an appointment or an appeal or a criticism, making an

identification or giving a description, and the numerous like.”
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33 J. L. Austin, How to Do Things with Words, p.100: “Admittedly we can use ‘meaning’ also
with reference to illocutionary force.... But I want to distinguish force and meaning in the
sense in which meaning is equivalent to sense and reference, just as it has become essential

to distinguish sense and reference within meaning.”
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3% Sandy Petrey, Speech Acts and Literary Theory, p.16.

33 J. L. Austin, How to Do Things with Words, p.101: “Saying something will often, or even
normally, produce certain consequential effects upon the feelings, thoughts, or actions of the
audience, or of the speaker, or of other person.... We shall call the performance of an act of

this kind the performance of a perlocutionary act or perlocution.”
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3¢ Sandy Petrey, Speech Acts and Literary Theory, pp.14-15.
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